


PROPOSED CHANGES 

TO THE GROWTH PLAN
June 23, 2016



Fast Facts: History of the Provincial Plans

 In 1985, the province established the 

Niagara Escarpment Plan.

 In 2002, it put in place the Oak Ridges 

Moraine Conservation Plan. 

 In 2005, the province created the 

Greenbelt Plan.

 In 2006, the Growth Plan for the Greater 

Golden Horseshoe was created. 

 In 2012, the Growth Plan was updated to 

include a specific chapter dealing with 

Simcoe County

 In 2015, the province initiated a co-

ordinated review of the four provincial 

plans.



The Co-ordinated Land Use 

Planning Review

 In 2015, Advisory panel was appointed by 

the province to support the co-ordinated 

review of the 4 Provincial Land Use Plans:
 The Growth Plan

 The Greenbelt Plan

 The Oak Ridges Moraine Plan

 The Niagara Escarpment Plan

 Extensive Engagement

 Panel Recommendations



Where Are We In The Process

 Proposed changes released May 2016

 Technical Briefings across the affected areas

 County working with Province to hold a supplementary session here in Simcoe County

 Comments/Feedback due September 30, 2016

 Province intends to approve the changes to these plans in late 2016 or early 2017.

 Municipalities will be required to amend their official plans to conform with these new approved 

plans.



Why a Coordinated Review?

 Provincial Commitment

 Changes in legislation, plans, policies and programs

 Quality of life and competitive economy

 Alignment

 Changes are intended to provide; 

 more common language between the plans, 

 more commonly defined terms,

 a clearer relationship between the plans.



Focus for Today

 Changes to Growth Plan

 Overview 

 Key Points for Simcoe County

 Changes have been reflected across the following themes:
 Building Complete Communities

 Supporting Agriculture

 Protecting Natural Heritage and Water

 Growing the Greenbelt

 Addressing Climate Change

 Integrating Infrastructure

 Improving Plan Implementation



Pillars of Change



Key Proposed Changes

BUILDING COMPLETE COMMUNITIES



Building Complete Communities

 The Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH) already includes 

measures to encourage the development of complete communities through;

 Mixed uses

 Intensifications

 Minimum densities of people – designated greenfield areas

 Protecting land used primarily for employment from being converted to non-employment uses, 

such as housing

 Separately, the existing plans restrict the expansion of municipalities’ urban 

boundaries, known as “settlement areas”.

 Combined, these approaches have begun to reduce the amount of new land needed 

for growth and have helped preserve natural and agricultural areas.



The Proposed Changes Would

 Increased targets & Focus growth 

 Increase intensification targets to a minimum of 60% of all new residential development occurring 

annually in the existing built-up area. 

 Increase designated greenfield area density targets to a minimum of 80 residents and jobs per 

hectare.  PIC

 Require municipalities to plan for density targets around major transit stations. 



Densities Visualized

12 units/acre

30 units/ha

15 units/acre

37 units/ha



The Proposed Changes Would

 Community Hubs 

 Integrated Decision-making 

 Protect prime employment areas 

 Standardized Land Budget 

 Growth hierarchy 

 Manage “excess lands”



Key Points for Simcoe County

 93 settlement areas recognized by the new SCOP

 Settlement Areas = 9% of County land area

 Each has a boundary; growth & development should occur within the boundaries

 2031 Growth ++

 Is all the designated land in the right place considering community needs, 

infrastructure, environmental features and agricultural lands?

 Settlement Area expansions will be very limited

 County has expanded role in expansions



Supporting Agriculture



Supporting Agriculture

 The four plans currently work together to protect the region’s high-

quality agricultural lands from urban sprawl by restricting the expansion 

of settlement areas. 

 Reduce Conflicts

 Support Agricultural sector with clarity 

 Agricultural Impact Assessments



In Summary, the Proposed Changes Would

 Province will map agricultural system

 Municipalities required to plan to protect the agricultural system’s long-

term viability.

 Clarify the types of uses permitted in prime agricultural areas.

 Clarify how setbacks from natural features (e.g., streams) 

 New policies to support local farms to produce and  provide locally 

grown food in our communities.



Key Points for Simcoe County

 Agricultural lands are protected from urban development more than ever

 More flexibility for diversified uses within the agricultural area (in line with the 

Provincial Policy Statement)

 Province will coordinate updated mapping of Agricultural lands and “systems”

 Some existing soils class mapping is from 1920’s and 1950’s

 Updated mapping will be released in 2018

 Province may require updates to Agricultural designation

 County Ag designation currently 33% of County land area



Protecting Natural Heritage and Water



Protecting Natural Heritage and Water

 The GGH region’s natural heritage features and systems sustain valuable ecosystems 

that ensure a high quality of life. 

 The four plans already have common objectives to protect, maintain and improve 

natural heritage features and water quality and quantity.

 The protections in the PPS for natural heritage systems would continue to apply to 

existing settlement areas. 



Protecting Natural Heritage and Water

 Maintain water quantity and quality

 Watershed planning will be required

 Increased working partnerships with conservation authorities



The Proposed Changes Would

 Province will map natural heritage system 

 Require watershed planning across the GGH

 Consistency with Greenbelt 

 Avoid expansions into sensitive areas

 Soil Re-use & Excess Soil 

 Update Niagara Escarpment Plan



Key Points for Simcoe County

 County will have to undertake watershed planning with conservation 

authorities (& others??)

 Provincial mapping of GGH natural heritage system anticipated for 2018

 County Greenlands already covers 41% of County land area

 County and local official plans will need to be updated

 Most types of development will not be permitted in:

 Key hydrologic features

 Key natural heritage features



GROWING THE GREENBELT



Growing the Greenbelt

 The Greenbelt Area comprises 800,000 hectares which is covered in the; 

 the Greenbelt Plan, 

 the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, 

 the Niagara Escarpment Plan.

 These three Greenbelt plans

 permanently protect important natural heritage and agricultural areas from urban sprawl, 

 support a wide range of economic, recreational and cultural opportunities.



In Summary, the Proposed Changes Would

 New policies in the Greenbelt Plan would describe ways the Greenbelt could be 

grown to include 21 major river valleys and 7 large coastal wetlands added to the 

“Urban River Valley” designation.

 Province would not require municipal support to add lands to the Greenbelt.

 Other areas for expansion??



Key Points for Simcoe County

 Province is committed to growing the Greenbelt

 Has requested municipalities to identify lands that should be protected from future 

growth 

 Areas serving a hydrologic function

 Environmentally significant areas

 Will require further work alongside conservation authorities

 Proposed new Greenbelt areas would be subject to further public consultation



ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE



Addressing Climate Change

 Ontario’s Climate Change Strategy identifies improved transportation and land use 

planning initiatives.

 Other proposed changes to the plans which support Ontario’s Climate Change 

Strategy include:

 increased intensification targets, 

 higher density targets for greenfield developments, and 

 enhanced policies that support transit in the Growth Plan. 

 Moving towards “net-zero communities” 

 Using low-carbon or carbon-free sources of energy to offset the release of any greenhouse gas 

emissions they produce.



Key Points for Simcoe County

 Official Plan climate change policies required

 Municipal GHG inventories, reduction strategies and targets Comprehensive 

stormwater management planning is a MUST

 Green Infrastructure and LID

 Need to plan for more 

resilient, infrastructure



Integrating Land-Use & Infrastructure



Integrating Land Use & Infrastructure

 Official Plans inform the planning for transportation, water, wastewater, 

stormwater management and other infrastructure.

 Enhanced planning to support transit 

 Community hubs & public service facilities



The Proposed Changes Would

 Detailed mapping of transportation system

 Clarify requirements in the Growth Plan to protect infrastructure corridors and 

support the movement of goods.

 Encourage the placement of linear infrastructure together in the same areas or 

corridors.

 Ensure a more integrated approach to land use and infrastructure planning. 

 Require plans for managing stormwater before expanding settlement area 

boundaries.



Key Points for Simcoe County

 Public transit is a top priority

 County will continue to work with local municipalities to plan land use that 

supports transit

 Future growth decisions need to be tied to infrastructure that can support it in the 

long term

 Technical feasibility 

 Financial feasibility



IMPROVING PLAN IMPLEMENTATION



Improving Plan Implementation

 The four plans were established at different times, for different areas, and with 

different but complimentary visions. 

 There are differences in the direction they provide, the terminology that they use, 

and how they interact with other planning documents.

 The Growth Plan, Greenbelt Plan, and the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan 

are all implemented by local governments through the municipal planning process.

 RESULT = Lack of Clarity



Improving Plan Implementation

 Decisions made on land use planning matters before the effective date would have 

to conform with the existing plans.

 Decisions made on or after the effective dates of revised plans would be subject to 

the revised policies. 

 Municipalities must amend their official plans to conform with these plans.

 The deadline for municipalities to conform with the Growth Plan would be set to 

give municipalities, stakeholders and provincial ministries sufficient time to 

implement the range of changes proposed.



Key Points for Simcoe County

 Provincial methodology for Land Budgets

 Land needs for Population & Employment Growth

 Simcoe County would be eligible for alternative targets

 County would then distribute appropriate new targets to local municipalities

 Build on existing processes to share data

 May need to track & share new information



Measuring Performance



Measuring Performance, Promoting Awareness & Increasing Engagement

 Reliable data and information will be essential 

 The province will work with stakeholders, municipalities, conservation authorities, 

First Nations and Métis communities, experts and the general public to monitor the 

implementation and progress of the plans. 

 Regular reporting on plan implementation.

 Province would also have the authority to obtain data directly from municipalities 

on implementation.



Overall Growth Plan changes 

1. Increase density targets;

2. Focus on transit

3. Address climate strategy;

4. Protect prime employment areas;

5. Provide directions on infrastructure servicing;

6. Discourage development out of settlement areas;

7. Provide policy assistance through Ministry.



Growth Plan changes in Simcoe County

 What does this mean for us?

 The County Official Plan (OP) has a recent approval with only a small number of 

outstanding issues. 

 The New County OP will need to be brought into conformity with the approved 

Co-ordinated Plans. When?

 All Local OP’s, including those under way, will need to be brought into conformity 

with the approved Plans.

 County staff are available and will work with local planners to assist and provide 

guidance to this conformity exercise.

 Once the OP’s are in conformity with the approved Plans, the County will embark 

on a municipal comprehensive review to discuss growth forecasts to 2041 through 

settlement area boundary expansions.



Main Messages for Simcoe County

 Urbans areas will be more dense

 More potential riders near transit

 Stronger protection for water and agriculture

 Growth decisions

 Infrastructure lens

 Financial lens

 County will distribute 2036 & 2041 growth

 Justified settlement area expansions need to occur in County OP first

 Sustainability in Simcoe



QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU

David Parks, MCIP RPP Nathan Westendorp, MCIP, RPP

Director of Planning, Development & Tourism Manager of Development

County of Simcoe County of Simcoe

David.Parks@Simcoe.ca Nathan.Westendorp@Simcoe.ca
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