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Report Summary  

 

The purpose of this study was to review the natural environment along the proposed options within the 

project area (Figure 1) between Flos Road 10 West and Flos Road 11 West to the north of the Town 

of Elmvale. This study documents the natural features present in the area and evaluates the potential 

impacts to the natural environment based on various project options. Natural features reviewed 

included fish habitat, ecological communities, significant wildlife habitat, and Species at Risk (SAR). 

Our evaluation suggests that potential impacts on the natural environment will increase with an 

increase to in-water work and alteration to the Wye River and the tributary to the Wye River that have 

potential for the presence of Blanding’s Turtle. Overall the level of vegetation disturbance largely 

consists of roadside cultural meadow or agricultural land with only minimal tree removal anticipated.  

It is our determination that the options with the least environmental impact is option 2, where the 

crossing of the tributary to Wye River is assumed to be adequate and in good condition, vegetation 

removals are primarily confined to agricultural land, cultural meadow and no potential impacts to SAR 

species are anticipated. Option 4 would be the next lowest option assuming no construction activities 

are required at the watercourse crossings and the shoulder of the road being utilized for the trail. 

Option 1, 3 and 5 all involve construction activities either within the watercourse or in close proximity 

to a watercourse with potential fisheries and SAR approvals or permitting required.  

As part of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA). A process, the environmental impacts 

will need to be assessed alongside the economic and social impacts to determine a preferred solution.   
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1.  BACKGROUND 

Currently, the Trans Canada Tail is established along an old railway bed terminating at Flos Road 10 

West in the Town of Elmvale. There is an approximate 1,100 m gap in the trail between Flos Road 10 

West and the intersection of County Road 27 / County Road 6, where the trail continues. It is our 

understanding that the County of Simcoe wishes to explore options to identify a suitable trail route to 

connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail/Trans Canada Trail. 

This evaluation is being completed under the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process 

specific to Municipal projects under the Environmental Assessment Act. In the case of the North 

Elmvale Trail Gap, the project is classified as a Schedule B project. These types of projects have the 

potential for adverse environmental effects and require direct contact with the public and relevant 

government agencies to ensure that concerns are appropriately addressed.  

Given the potential for adverse environmental effects, RiverStone Environmental Solutions Inc. 

(hereafter, RiverStone) was retained as part of the project team to provide expertise relating to the 

natural environment within and adjacent to the project area. This report describes our evaluation of the 

environmental conditions surrounding the project area, and assesses each of the project options in 

terms of their potential negative impacts to natural features and functions, both aquatic and terrestrial. 

2.  APPROACH AND METHODS – NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

The general approach used to carry out this natural features assessment involved the following: 

1. Assemble background information to identify the existing biophysical features and functions of 

the subject property prior to the site investigation. 

2. Conduct a site investigation to field-verify the biophysical features and functions identified 

during background information gathering and to collect additional field data (e.g., habitat 

information, etc.) that will assist with completing the report. 

3. Determine the extent to which existing biophysical features and functions constrain the 

property as it relates to the proposed development. 

4. Provide an overall assessment of conformance of the proposed development with all applicable 

municipal, provincial, and federal environmental requirements. 

 

2.1.  Information Sources Used to Assess Site Conditions 

Information pertaining to the natural features of the property and the surrounding lands was obtained 

from several sources including the following: 

• Ministry of Natural Resources and Forests (MNRF)Natural Areas Mapping and Natural 

Heritage Information Centre (NHIC) database regarding information on occurrences of Species 

at Risk (SAR) provincially tracked species and natural heritage features (squares: no squares shown 

over subject property; accessed September 18, 2019, at: 

http://www.giscoeapp.lrc.gov.on.ca/web/MNR/NHLUPS/NaturalHeritage/Viewer/Viewer.htm 

• Species at Risk range maps (accessed at: 

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Species/2ColumnSubPage/246809.html). 

• Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas (OBBA) Online Database and Atlas of the Breeding Birds of 

Ontario, 2001–2005 (Cadman et al. 2007) regarding birds that were documented to be breeding in 

http://www.giscoeapp.lrc.gov.on.ca/web/MNR/NHLUPS/NaturalHeritage/Viewer/Viewer.htm
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Species/2ColumnSubPage/246809.html
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the vicinity of the subject lands during the 2001–2005 period (atlas square numbers: 17NK83 and 

17NK84) http://www.birdsontario.org/atlas/squareinfo.jsp 

• Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas database regarding records of reptiles and amphibians that 

have been observed within the vicinity of the Subject Property (square: 17NK83 and 17NK84; 

accessed September 18, 2019 at http://www.ontarioinsects.org/herpatlas/herp_online.html). 

• Atlas of the Mammals of Ontario (Dobbyn 1994) regarding records of mammals in the vicinity of 

the Subject Property. 

• Ontario Butterfly Atlas database regarding butterflies recorded in the vicinity of the Site (square: 

no squares shown over subject property; accessed September 18, 2019, at: 

http://www.ontarioinsects.org/atlas_online.htm).  

• Physiography of Southern Ontario (Chapman and Putnam 2007) for information pertaining to the 

physiography and soils within the vicinity of the Subject Property. 

• Great Lakes Conservation Blueprint for Terrestrial Biodiversity, Volume 2 (Henson and 

Brodribb 2005a) regarding terrestrial biodiversity within Ecodistrict 6E-6 (Barrie). 

• Great Lakes Conservation Blueprint for Aquatic Biodiversity, Volume 2 (Phair et al. (2005) 

regarding aquatic biodiversity within tertiary watershed 2ED (Nottawasaga). 

• Digital Ontario Base Maps (OBMs; 1:10,000) 

• Historical and Current Aerial Photographs of the Study Area. 

• County of Simcoe Official Plan (Approved December 29, 2016) 

• Township of Springwater Official Plan (text office consolidation December 2018) 

• Digital Ontario Base Maps (OBMs; 1:10,000) to ascertain topography. 

• RiverStone’s in-house databases and reference collections. 

• On-site investigations by RiverStone staff  

2.2.  Site Investigation 

2.2.1.  General Approach 

The results of the screening exercise outlined above, helped direct data collection activities associated 

with a site investigation carried out on August 23, 2019, by C. Mann (Ecologist, Arborist). The site 

investigation focused along the proposed trail options to characterize (1) topography and drainage, (2) 

vegetation communities, (3) aquatic habitat conditions, (4) features of conservation interest, and (5) 

habitat for species of conservation concern. Data collection activities were restricted to publicly 

accessible areas (e.g., County Road 27 (Young Street), Flos Road 10 West, County Road 6, Flos Road 

11 East right-of-way (ROW)) and properties where permission to entre had been attained. Targeted 

species surveys were not completed as part of the onsite assessment as these were beyond the scope of 

work associated with this project. Representative site photographs taken during this investigation are 

assembled within this report. 

Evidence for the presence of a species or use of an area was determined from visual and/or auditory 

observation (e.g., song, call) and observation of nests, tracks, burrows, browse, skins, and scats. 

Ecological Land Classification vegetation mapping (Section 3.2. ) that was completed also provides 

information regarding the likelihood that plant species of conservation interest may be present (for 

http://www.birdsontario.org/atlas/squareinfo.jsp
http://www.ontarioinsects.org/herpatlas/herp_online.html
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example, most rare plants have strong affinities for specific ecological communities). Additionally, if a 

potentially rare plant not in flower was encountered, then a second site visit would have been 

conducted during the appropriate season for flowering or fruiting to confirm identification. This 

approach acceptably minimizes the risk that rare plant species would have gone undetected.  

Natural features of interest (e.g., SAR habitat, vegetation community boundaries) were delineated in 

the field with a tablet with built-in high accuracy GPS. Features of interest were photographed and all 

information collected was catalogued for future reference. Photographs representative of onsite 

conditions are provided throughout report with additional photographs on file at RiverStone.  

2.2.2.  Terrain, Drainage, and Soils 

Geology is a significant factor in the formation of soil, the physical characteristics of a watershed, and 

ultimately surface water quality. The bedrock and overlying deposits influence surface runoff and 

infiltration, directly influencing the nutrient balance of receiving water bodies. Knowledge of the 

existing terrain in a study area is important in understanding how a property and its associated natural 

environment will respond to development pressures. The geophysical setting of the project area was 

reviewed using OBMs, soils mapping, and aerial photography, and subsequently verified on-site. 

2.2.3.  Vegetation Communities 

Vegetation communities in the study area were delineated according to Ecological Land Classification 

(ELC) community tables (Lee et al., 1998). ELC defines ecological units or communities based on 

bedrock, climate (temperature, precipitation), physiography (soils, slope, aspect), and corresponding 

vegetation. Use of the system permits biologists and other land managers to use a common language to 

describe vegetation communities, which in turn facilitates the identification of communities likely to 

support features or functions of conservation interest. The ELC system is an organizational framework 

that can be applied at different scales. The ecological units most useful for site-specific evaluations are 

ecosites and vegetation types (also known as ecoelements). Vegetation types are the finest level of 

resolution in the ELC system and are recurring patterns found in the plant species assemblages that are 

associated with a particular ecosite (Lee et al. 1998). Plant nomenclature is generally consistent with 

the Southern Ontario Vascular Plant Species List, Third Edition (Bradley 2013). 

2.2.4.  Watercourse/River 

Watercourses in the study area consist of the Wye River and a tributary to the Wye River. The Wye 

River flows in a south to north direction, flowing under Flos Road 10 West via bridge ~ 45 m west of 

County Road 27 and continuing through a residential property for ~100 m. The river then emerges into 

the County Road 27 right-of-way and parallels the roadway for ~55 m before flowing under County 

Road 27 via bridge and continuing in a meandering, south to north direction on lands to the east of 

County Road 27. The tributary to the Wye River, flows under Flos Road 10 West via culvert ~370 m 

west of County Road 27 and flows in a northeast direct across agricultural fields before turning in a 

north direction and paralleling an old railway bed for ~ 200 m. The tributary then turns to the east and 

flows under an old rail bridge and under County Road 27 via bridge before merging with the Wye 

River.  
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2.2.5.  Species at Risk 

For the purposes of this report, Species at Risk refers to those species listed as Threatened or 

Endangered on the Species at Risk in Ontario List (O. Reg. 230/08) receiving protection under s.9 and 

s.10 of the Endangered Species Act, 2007. 

2.2.5.1 Habitat-based Approach 

Properly assessing whether an area is likely to contain species of conservation interest for the purposes 

of determining whether a proposed development is likely to have a negative impact is becoming more 

difficult as the number of listed species increases. Approaches that depend solely on documenting the 

presence of individuals of a species in an area almost always underrepresent the biodiversity actually 

present because of the difficulty of observing species that are usually rare and well camouflaged. 

Given these difficulties, and the importance of protecting habitats of Species at Risk, RiverStone’s 

primary approach to site assessment is habitat-based. This means that our field investigations focus on 

evaluating the potential for features within an area of interest to function as habitat for species 

considered potentially present, rather than searching for live specimens. An area is considered potential 

habitat if it satisfies a number of criteria, usually specific to a species, but occasionally characteristic of 

a broader group (e.g., several turtles of conservation interest use sandy shorelines for nesting). Physical 

attributes of a site that can be used as indicators of its potential to function as habitat for a species 

include structural characteristics (e.g., physical dimensions of rock fragments or trees, water depth), 

ecological community (e.g., meadow marsh, rock barren, coldwater stream), and structural 

connectivity to other habitat features required by the species. Species-specific habitat preferences 

and/or affinities are determined from status reports produced by the Committee on the Status of 

Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC), Cadman et al. (2007), published and unpublished 

documents, and direct experience. 

In instances where habitat features are such that either (i) a species presence cannot be easily 

determined through an assessment of habitat feature alone, or (ii) habitat features are such that they 

suggest a species may be present in an area where development is proposed and impacts are likely, 

RiverStone adds an additional level of rigor to our work by completing further species-specific 

assessments (e.g., Whip-poor-will call surveys, Massasauga hibernation/gestation surveys, etc.) in 

accordance with industry standard methods and protocols.  

2.2.5.2 Adjacent and Adjoining Lands 

Provincial policy regarding the protection of significant natural heritage features, as reflected in 

Section 2.1 of the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS), recognizes that lands adjacent to a proposed 

development may have features and functions that would be negatively affected if land use changes 

were to proceed without appropriate consideration. To ensure that potential impacts are duly 

considered and/or prevented, the Province developed the concept of “Adjacent Lands.” The following 

definition of Adjacent Lands is provided in the 2014 PPS: 

b) for the purposes of policy 2.1.8 those lands contiguous to a specific natural heritage 

feature or area where it is likely that development or site alteration would have a 

negative impact on the feature or area. The extent of the adjacent lands may be 

recommended by the Province or based on municipal approaches which achieve the 

same objectives… 
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Properly assessing the extent of Adjacent Lands is important because of the following policy in 

Section 2.1 of the PPS: 

2.1.8 Development and site alteration shall not be permitted on adjacent lands to the 

natural heritage features and areas identified in policies 2.1.4, 2.1.5 and 2.6.unless 

the ecological function of the adjacent lands has been evaluated and it has been 

demonstrated that there will be no negative impacts on the natural features or on their 

ecological functions. 

Furthermore, if a significant natural heritage feature being considered is habitat for a species 

designated Endangered or Threatened in Ontario, then the Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA) 

prohibits the damaging or destroying of this habitat, in addition to prohibitions against killing, 

harming, or harassing the species. 

Given the policies of the PPS and the prohibitions set out in the ESA, it is clearly important to be able 

to make defensible arguments regarding the extent of lands within which the potential for negative 

impacts on significant features has been evaluated. Determining what constitutes Adjacent Lands for a 

specific feature requires consideration of the following factors:  

1. Type of feature (e.g., Provincially Significant Wetland, habitat for Endangered and Threatened 

species). 

2. Sensitivity of the feature to disturbance (e.g., based on habitat function or ecological community). 

3. Ecological attributes that are species-specific (e.g., the appropriate distance within which to 

consider impacts for a Blanding’s Turtle should be considerably larger than for a Butternut tree). 

4. The scale and type of development being considered or that would be permissible under the 

proposed zoning. 

As described above, RiverStone’s primary approach to site assessment is habitat-based. For species 

and ecological communities of conservation interest, this approach involves both desktop and on-site 

assessments. The results of these assessments, as well as descriptions of the methodology and rationale 

employed are provided in Appendix 1. 

2.3.  Assessment of Conformance with Applicable Environmental Policies 

The suite of relevant municipal and environmental policies that apply to the project area and proposed 

options are listed below. Based on the results of the background information gathering, site 

investigation, and input to options, RiverStone has advised the extent to which the proposed options 

will comply with the legislation and policies below. 

• Federal Fisheries Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. F-14, including: 

o Applications for Authorization under Paragraph 35(2)(b) of the Fisheries Act Regulations, 

S.O.R/2013-191 

o Fisheries Protection Policy Statement (Oct. 2013) 

• Provincial Policy Statement, 2014, pursuant to the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13, including: 

o Significant Wildlife Habitat Technical Guide (OMNR 2000) 
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o Natural Heritage Reference Manual for Natural Heritage Policies of the Provincial Policy 

Statement, 2005 (OMNR 2010) 

• Provincial Endangered Species Act (ESA), S.O. 2007, c. 6, including: 

o Ontario Regulation 230/08: Species at Risk in Ontario List 

o Ontario Regulation 242/08: “Exemption Regulation” 

• County of Simcoe Official Plan (Approved December 29, 2016), including: 

o Schedule 5.1 Land Use Designations 

o Schedule 5.2.2 Streams and Evaluated Wetlands 

o Schedule 5.2.3 Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest 

• Township of Springwater Official Plan (text office consolidation December 2018), including: 

o Schedule A-1 Land Use Plan 

o Schedule B (Natural Heritage (Environmental Protection) 

2.4.  Environmental Assessment Project Options 

As required by the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process for municipal projects, each 

project alternative must be assessed for impacts on the natural environment. The following are the 

proposed options for the North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA. 

Options were devised based on traffic flow and road safety with four project options selected to be 

evaluated. The six project options are listed below and shown in Figure 2. 

Option 1 – Utilizing the former railway corridor 

Option 2 – Utilizing agricultural lands to the west of the existing rail trail along the route of the 

existing OFSC snowmobile trail 

Option 3 – Construction of trail along the west side of County Road 27 

Option 4 – Paved shoulder along east side of County Road 27 

 

Option5 – Construct trail along County Road 27 with the re-alignment of the Wye River and the 

construction of a new bridge 

These options are individually evaluated in Section 4 for potential impacts on the natural environment, 

and determination of permitting needs and likely success. 

3.  BIOPHYSICAL FEATURES - EXISTING CONDITIONS 

The area of the proposed trail is located approximately 2.0 km northwest of the Town of Elmvale. The 

surrounding area is area dominated by agricultural fields with a small residential community located in 

the north portion of the project area between County Road 6 and County Road 27 (Figure 1). The Wye 

River flows through the south portion of the project area, crossing under Flow Road 10 West and 

County Road 27 before flowing in a northeast direction outside of the project area. A tributary to the 
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Wye River flows through agricultural fields from the southwest under Flos Road 10 West, before 

passing under an abandon railway bridge and County Road 27. This tributary merges with the Wye 

River approximately 375 m from the County Road 27 and Flos Road 10 West intersection. The 

tributary has been channelized with a portion of the tributary running parallel to an old railway bed. To 

the south and north of the study area, the old railway bed is currently being used for the Trans Canada 

Trail. 

3.1.  Terrain, Drainage, and Soils 

The project area is situated in the central portion of Ecodistrict 6E-6 (Barrie). In the north portion of 

the project area clay plain and limestone plain is the dominant sublayer with the south portion of the 

project area comprised of bevelled till plains of the Simcoe Lowlands and Simcoe Uplands (Henson 

and Brodribb 2005). The project area lies within the Elmvale clay plain where clay is found on the 

surface and soil is pebbly with shallow surface layers of sand (Chapman and Putnam 1984). 

The overland drainage pattern of the entire project area is generally towards the Wye River or the 

tributary to the Wye River, that runs in a south to north direction. A tributary to the Wye River flows in 

the southwest to northeast direction through agricultural fields and has been channelized. The Wye 

River varies in width from approximately 5.0 m to 10.0 m, with permanent flow. The sections within 

the County Road 27 right-of-way have been channelized. The tributary to the Wye River varies from 

1.75 to 5.5 m in width and appears to be actively modified and ditched in some sections. The proposed 

options either cross the Wye River or its tributary.  

3.2.  Vegetation Communities 

In general, the project area has been highly modified through agricultural clearing, road construction, 

road maintenance and residential construction activities. The majority of the vegetation communities 

are relatively young and comprised of conifer plantation and second growth forest along hedgerows 

and the watercourses. The areas within the roadway right-of- way and along the tributary to the Wye 

River consists of previously disturbed cultural vegetation species. As noted in Section 2.2.3. , 

vegetation communities on the subject property were classified in accordance with the Ecological Land 

Classification system community codes. Six (6) distinctive vegetation communities along with 

agricultural lands were delineated in the project area, a description of each community follows, with all 

communities illustrated on Figure 2. 

Sugar Maple – White Ash Deciduous Forest (FOD5-8) 

Located in the north portion of the project area to the east of County Road 27 is a woodland feature 

that extends from the edge of County Road 27 towards the east and is bordered to the south and east by 

agricultural field and to the north ty Flos Road 11East. Based on MNRF mapping, the portion of this 

community closest to County Road 27 is mapped as wetland. Based on field investigations from the 

County Road 27 right-of-way, there is a mix of upland and lowland species present. Without access to 

the forest (private lands), the determination of wetland presence is inconclusive; however, vegetation 

species closest to the road and aerial photography indicate an upland site that is reflected in this ecosite 

classification. Vegetation species observed from the right-of-way and adjacent the County Road 

include: Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum), Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra), American Elm (Ulmus 

americana), American Basswood (Tilia americana), White Ash (Fraxinus americana), Scots Pine 

(Pinus sylvestris), Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolate), Spotted Jewelweed (Impatiens capensis), Herb 

Robert (Geranium robertianum), Blue Cohosh (Caulophyllum thalictroides), Bull Thistle (Cirsium 
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vulgare), Poison Ivy (Toxicodendron radicans), Orchard Grass (Dactylis glomerata), Reed Canary 

Grass (Phalaris arundinacea and Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus inserta). 

 
Photograph 1.Sugar Maple forest in the north portion of the project area (August 23, 2019). 

Scots Pine Conifer Plantation (CUP3-3) 

This forest community (Photograph 2) occurs as a strip adjacent County Road 27 in the north and 

central portions of the project area. For the most part, the understory in this community consists of 

cultural meadow species; however, in the north portion of the project area this community has started 

to transition to a more naturally occurring community with deciduous tree species present. Species 

present in this community include: White Ash, Trembling Aspen (Populus tremuloides), American 

Basswood, Sugar Maple, White spruce (Picea glauca), Northern Bracken Fern (Pteridium aquilinum 

var. latiusculum), Poison Ivy, ragweed species (Ambrosia sp.), Reed Canary Grass, Bitter-sweet 

Nightshade (Solanum dulcamara) and Canada Wild Rye (Elymus canadensis). 
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Photograph 2. Scots Pine plantation located as a strip adjacent to County Road 27 

(August 23, 2019). 

Fresh-Moist Willow Lowland Forest (FOD7-3) 

This forest community is located primarily on adjacent lands to the east of County Road 27 and is 

associated with the floodplain of the Wye River (Photograph 3). Tree species present include Black 

Willow (Salix nigra) along with American Elm and Norway Spruce (Picea abies). Ground cover is 

dominated by Reed Canary Grass with Spotted Joepyeweed (Eutrochium maculatum var. foliosum), 

Spotted Jewelweed and goldenrod species (Solidago sp.).   

Dry-Fresh White Ash Deciduous Forest (FOD4-2) 

In the south portion of the project area is a forest community associated with a residential property. 

This community is dominated by White Ash and consists of a strip between an agricultural field and 

the abandon rail line and a larger area to the east of the abandon rail line (Photograph 4). A portion of 

these trees appear to have been planted or have naturally grown in furrows. The property that this 

community is associated with part of an active forest management plan. Species other than White Ash 

present in this community include American Elm, Black Cherry (Prunus serotina) and Manitoba 

Maple (Acer negundo) (Reed 2015). Ground cover and shrub species within the understory consists 

primarily of cultural meadow species and include: Orchard Grass, Canada Golden Rod, Browneyed 

Susan (Rudbeckia triloba), Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), Tatarian Honeysuckle 

(Lonicera tatarica), and regeneration of White Ash, Sugar Maple and Ironwood (Ostrya virginiana). 

White Spruce Coniferous Plantation (CUP3-8) 

The majority of the forested area on the residential property located west of the County Road 27 and 

Flos Road 10 East intersection consists of a White Spruce Plantation. This plantation was established 

in 1992 and at present is very dense with minimal ground or shrub cover (Reed 2015). Shrub cover that 

is present consists primarily of White Ash regeneration. 
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Photograph 3. Willow dominated community associated with the Wye River (August 23, 

2019). 

 
Photograph 4. White Ash dominated forest located along a portion of the old railway bed in 

the south portion of the project area (August 23, 2019). 

3.3.  Fish Habitat 

The study area has a single permanent watercourse (the Wye River) and an intermittent watercourse 

(tributary to the Wye River), that may potentially be affected by proposed options. The level of 

disturbance to the watercourses depends on the construction option that is chosen. Presently there are 
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existing structures at all proposed crossings (Photographs 5 through 9), the amount of upgrade, 

replacement or relocating of the structures will greatly influence the amount of disturbance to the 

watercourse. The area surrounding the tributary and Wye River is highly modified through road, 

railway and bridge construction. From the project area the Wye River flows approximately 25 km 

before reaching Georgian Bay.  

Fish species present in the location of the project area thrive in a more warmwater environment with 

numerous wetland and shallow portions of the Wye River. It was noted in the Forest Management Plan 

for the property adjacent the Wye River that Northern Pike (Esox luscius) and Smallmouth Bass 

(Micropterus dolomieu) had historically been caught in the Wye River.  

Aquatic information was collected at the location of the proposed crossings and is presented in Table 1 

below. The tributary to the Wye river has a sparse diversity of vegetation within the channel that 

include: Broadleaf Arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia), Water Smartweed (Persicaria amphibia var. 

stipulacea), Spotted Jewelweed (Impatiens capensis) and Reed Canary Grass (Phalaris arundinacea). 

There was no observed vegetation within the channel of the Wye River at assessment locations. 

Riparian vegetation consists primarily of cultural species.   

 

 
Photograph 5. Concrete culvert along existing snowmobile trail over the tributary to the Wye 

River (August 23, 2019).  
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Photograph 6. Existing bridge over the tributary to the Wye River that replaced railway bridge 

(August 23, 2019). 

 
Photograph 7. Existing bridge over the tributary to the Wye River along County Road 27 

(August 23, 2019). 
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Photograph 8. Existing bridge over the Wye River, downstream of County Road 27 (August 

23, 2019). 

 
Photograph 9. Reach of Wye River parallel to County Road 27 within road right-of-way 

(August 23, 2019). 
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Table 1. Wye River and Tributary to Wye River Characteristics. 

Station ID 

(Figure 3) 

Flow 

duration 

Established 

channel 

Instream 

Vegetation 

Temp. 

(°C)1 

Substrates Channel 

width 

(m) 

Channel 

depth 

(m) 

Fish 

Observe

d 

Station 1 - 
Tributary to 

Wye River 

Standing 

water.   

Yes – clearly 
defined banks, 

established low 

flow channel  

Yes – 
Watercress, 

Broadleaf 

Arrowhead  

16 Silt with 
Cobbles 

1.75 0.10 No 

Station 2 – 

existing railway 

crossing over 

Tributary to 
Wye River 

Standing 

water.   

Yes - clearly 

defined banks, 

established low 

flow channel 

Yes – 

Watercress, 

Water 

Smartweed, 
Broadleaf 

Arrowhead 

16 Silt 

Gravel 

 

3.3 – 5.5 0.20 Yes 

Station 3 – at 

County Rd 27 

bridge over 

tributary to Wye 

River  

Standing 

water 

Yes - well defined 

channel under 

bridge and at 

merge with Wye 

River 

Yes – Reed 

Canary Grass, 

Broadleaf 

Arrowhead 

18 Silt with 

Cobbles 

 

5.5 0.10     Yes 

Station 4 – 

Upstream of 

County Road 27 

bridge over Wye 

River 

Flow 

observed - 

riffle 

Yes - well defined 

channel within 

ROW that has been 

channelized  

No – cultural 

species to 

channel edge 

16 Cobble – 

rip rap 

 

5.0 0.5 No 

Station 5 – at 

bridge of 

County Road 27 

bridge over Wye 

River 

Flow 

observed 

Yes - well defined 

channel between 

abutments  

No – cultural 

species to 

channel edge 

16 Cobble – 

rip rap 

 

6.0 0.25 No 

Station 6 – 

downstream of 

County Road 27 

bridge over Wye 

River 

Flow 

observed - 

pool 

Yes - well defined 

channel 

downstream of 

bridge 

No – cultural 

species to 

channel edge 

16 Silt and 

Cobble – 

rip rap 

 

10.0 1.00 No 

Notes: 1 Air temperature 21° 

 

3.4.  Species of Conservation Interest 

Based on the initial steps of our desktop analysis and contact with the MNRF (jurisdiction for species 

at risk has since shifted to Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks (MECP), thirteen (13) 

threatened or endangered species had the potential to occur on the property or on adjacent lands. 

Following review of the aerial photography and our site assessment, five (5) threatened or endangered 

species (Blanding’s Turtle, Barn Swallow, Little Brown Bat, Northern Long-eared Bat, and Tri-

coloured Bat) have the potential to use the forest, watercourse, and/or bridge structures within the 

project area. Features with the highest potential to provide habitat for species at risk were associated 

with the Wye River and associated tributary that possibly function as potential habitat for Blanding’s 

Turtle, while the bridge structure provides potential habitat for Barn Swallow nesting, and finally, the 

larger trees may provide roosting opportunities for woodland bats. See Appendix 1 for a detailed 

technical description of RiverStone’s assessment. Communications with the property owner northwest 

of County Road 27 and Flos Road 10 West noted that Butternut had been planted on the property in the 
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vicinity of the residence. There were no naturally growing Butternut observed in the project area. See 

Appendix 1 for a detailed technical description of RiverStone’s assessment for Species at Risk. 

4.  ASSESSMENT OF PROJECT OPTIONS 

The following paragraphs detail the pros and cons of each option based only on how each would 

potentially impact the natural features and functions of conservation interest. The primary features of 

conservation interest assessed along the project route include fish habitat, and potential habitat for 

SAR. The proposed different options are shown in Figure 3.  

4.1.  Option 1: Utilizing Former Railway Corridor 

This option utilizes the old railway bed that is now privately owned by the adjacent landowner. The 

railway bed has been maintained as a roadway and was used as a snowmobile trail for a period of time 

in the past. The property containing the railway bed and associated forest communities are part of the 

forest management plan for the property. There is an existing bridge over the tributary to the Wye 

River that is in poor condition (only evaluated visually). It is assumed that the granular base of the 

existing railway bed will only require minimal upgrading and the existing bridge would need to be 

replaced to serve as a suitable active trail.  

4.1.1.  Option 1: Assessment of Impacts   

Construction of Option 1 would result in the loss cultural meadow community within a portion of 

existing railway bed, old roadway and existing road right-of-way where the trial meets County Road 

27. In addition, there will potentially need to be the removal of limited trees due to health and safety 

concerns.  

Due to the condition of the existing bridge over the tributary to the Wye River, there is anticipated a 

requirement for in water works to construct abutments. In addition to loss of minimal cultural meadow 

community, removal of vegetation in the immediate vicinity of the bridge for replacement works is 

assumed to be required. The tributary to the Wye River would be considered to have direct fish habitat; 

this watercourse would therefore potentially be influenced by this option. Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

(DFO) is the agency having jurisdiction over fish habitat and may require a project review. The 

proposed crossing of the tributary may be considered a Harmful Alteration, Disruption, or Destruction 

(HADD) of fish habitat requiring a full authorization, but more likely could be approved through a 

letter of advice. Installation of a culvert in place of the bridge could increase the potential for needing 

an authorization. The MNRF may also require a permit under the Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act 

based on works in the water. With the utilization of an existing railway bed and replacement of an 

existing bridge over the tributary to the Wye River, the impacts to the natural environment are 

anticipated to be low. Timing window for clearing of vegetation would be recommended to be 

conducted outside of the peak nesting season of April 1 to August 31 to minimize impacts on breeding 

birds. Within the area of disturbance for this option, there is potential habitat Blanding’s Turtle that 

may be impacted by this proposed option and even though Barn Swallow nests were not observed 

during the site investigation, the bridge provides potential nesting habitat for Barn Swallow. Additional 

surveys may be required if this option is selected. There is no anticipated immediate impact to the Wye 

River. 

Overall, the predicted impacts of Option 1 are expected to be low. Permits would be required for the 

replacement of the bridge and a letter of advice or project reviews may be required relating to the 

natural environment and Blanding’s Turtle. 
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4.2.  Option 2: Utilizing Agricultural Lands West of Former Railway Corridor 

This option is currently being utilized by the Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs and runs 

primarily through agricultural field. There is an existing concrete culvert at the crossing over the 

tributary to Wye River that appears to be in good condition. It is assumed that a granular base and 

surface would need to be applied to the trail and possibly a guard rail along the sides of the crossing.  

4.2.1.  Option 2: Assessment of Impacts   

Construction of Option 2 would result in the lose of agricultural lands within an agricultural field 

adjacent to the former railway corridor. In addition, there may be a requirement to remove a limited 

number of trees along the edge of the field due to health and safety concerns.  

The existing culvert was not inspected, however is assumed to be in good condition and does not 

require replacement. No in water works are anticipated for the development of this option. It is 

assumed that there is potential for a loss of minimal cultural meadow community, removal of 

vegetation in the immediate vicinity of the culvert to install safety railings or guard rails. The tributary 

to the Wye River would be considered to have direct fish habitat; there are no anticipated impacts to 

the watercourse by this option. With the utilization of the existing snowmobile trail through 

agricultural field, the impacts to the natural environment are anticipated to be very low. Timing 

window for clearing of vegetation would be recommended to be conducted outside of the peak nesting 

season of April 1 to August 31 to minimize impacts on breeding birds. Within the area of disturbance 

for this option, potential habitat Blanding’s Turtle is not anticipated, and it is not anticipated that the 

culvert would provide habitat for Barn Swallow. There are no additional surveys anticipated to be 

required if this option is selected. There is no anticipated immediate impact to the Wye River. 

Overall, the predicted impacts of Option 2 are expected to be very low. Permits are not anticipated to 

be required for this option. 

4.3.  Option 3: Construction of Trail Along West Side of County Road 27 

This option  would utilize the existing road right-of-way’s along County Road 27 and Flos Road 10 

West and require the construction of two (2) watercourse crossing separate from the existing County 

Road 27 bridges. b. The trail would be located on the backside of the existing ditch to increase safety 

and the two (2) crossings would consist of pedestrian bridges. There may also be a requirement for 

portions of retain walls in the vicinity of Wye River.  Vegetation removal of cultural meadow along 

with potential clearing of limited trees would be required. 

4.3.1.  Option 3: Assessment of Impacts 

This option is proposed in an area that is highly modified through past construction of the roadways 

and current maintenance practices. Impacts to the natural environment are expected to be high due to 

potential impacts to the watercourse associated with two pedestrian crossings over the watercourse.  

The Wye River and the tributary to the Wye River would be considered to have direct fish habitat; 

these watercourses would therefore potentially be influenced by construction of the retaining wall and 

two pedestrian crossings. DFO may require a project review. Our experience with projects with bridge 

works or construction close to water, the proposed crossings of the Wye River may be considered a 

Harmful Alteration, Disruption, or Destruction (HADD) of fish habitat, requiring a full authorization. 

Compensation of lost habitat would be required if it was deemed to be a HADD. The MNRF will also 

require a permit under the Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act.  

jmarks
Cross-Out
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Timing window for clearing of vegetation would be recommended to be conducted outside of the peak 

nesting season of April 1 to August 31 to minimize impacts on breeding birds and tree removal 

completed outside the active bat timing window of April 31 to October 1 to minimize impact to SAR 

bats. Within the area of disturbance for this option, there is potential habitat Blanding’s Turtle that may 

be impacted by this proposed option and even though Barn Swallow nests were not observed during 

the site investigation, the all bridges provide potential nesting habitat for Barn Swallow. Additional 

nest surveys may be required if this option is selected. 

Overall, the predicted impacts of Option 3 are expected to be high due to the construction of two new 

pedestrian crossings over the Wye River and tributary to the Wye River and potential impact to 

cultural meadow community for ditch work and trial construction. 

4.4.  Option 4: Paved shoulder along east side of County Road 27 

This option would utilize the existing road shoulders within right-of-way’s along County Road 27 and 

is assumed to utilize the existing bridges over the Wye River and tributary to the Wye River without 

expansion. It is assumed that there would either be no requirement or limited requirement to extend 

road shoulders along County Road 27. Vegetation removal is assumed to be limited to cultural 

meadow encroaching into the existing roadway shoulders in addition to potential removal of limited 

trees due to health and safety concerns. 

4.4.1.  Option 4: Assessment of Impacts 

This option is proposed in an area that is already modified through past construction of the roadways 

and current maintenance practices. Impacts to the natural environment are expected to be low due to 

the trail being located on the existing shoulder with only limited potential of indirect impacts to the 

watercourses. Removal of cultural meadow community along the roadways should be considered 

minimal.  

With the assumption that there will be no construction activities at any of the bridges and no impacts to 

the watercourses, therefore construction activities would not be considered a Harmful Alteration, 

Disruption, or Destruction (HADD) of fish habitat and not require authorization from DFO. Timing 

window for clearing of vegetation would be recommended to be conducted outside of the peak nesting 

season of April 1 to August 31 to minimize impacts on breeding birds and tree removal completed 

outside the active bat timing window of April 31 to October 1 to minimize impact to SAR bats.  

Overall, the predicted impacts of Option 4 are expected to be low due to the utilization of the existing 

roadway shoulders and minimal vegetation removals.  

4.5.  Option 5: Construction of New Bridge Over Wye River and Realignment of Wye River  

This option consists of construction of a new bridge over the Wye River ~ 38 m to the south of the 

existing location along with realigning the watercourse east of County Road 27 through adjacent 

agricultural field. The re-located bridge would allow for a separation between the trail and vehicles. It 

is assumed that Option 3 will be utilized in conjunction with this option and impact outlined above for 

Options 3 will be considered as well. In relation to the relocation of the bridge and watercourse 

vegetation removal of cultural meadow along with limited trees and agricultural land would be 

required. 
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4.5.1.  Option 5: Assessment of Impacts 

This option is proposed in an area that is already highly modified through past and present road 

construction, maintenance and agricultural practices. Impacts to the natural environment are expected 

to be high due to potential impacts to the watercourse due to the watercourse realignment.  

The Wye River would be considered to have direct fish habitat; this watercourse would therefore be 

highly impacted by realignment activities. Our experience with projects having bridge works and 

watercourse realignments, this project option would most certainly be considered a Harmful Alteration, 

Disruption, or Destruction (HADD) of fish habitat, requiring a full authorization. Compensation of lost 

habitat would be required. The MNRF will also require a permit under the Lakes and Rivers 

Improvement Act. Timing window for clearing of vegetation would be recommended to be conducted 

outside of the peak nesting season of April 1 to August 31 to minimize impacts on breeding birds and 

tree removal completed outside the active bat timing window of April 31 to October 1 to minimize 

impact to SAR bats. Within the area of disturbance for this option, there is potential habitat for 

Blanding’s Turtle that may be impacted by this proposed option and the existing bridge contains 

potential nesting habitat for Barn Swallow. No Barn Swallow nests were observed during the site 

investigation; however, bird nests were observed under the bridge and therefore potential for Barn 

Swallow nesting is present. Additional surveys may be required if this option is selected.  

Overall, the predicted impacts of Option 5 are expected to be very high due to the realignment of the 

Wye River and potential impacts to Blanding’s Turtle and Barn Swallow habitat. 

5.  CONCLUSIONS 

Based upon the assessment provided herein, the potential impacts of the project options range from a 

very low likely hood of impacts to high potential for impacts where a bridge relocation and 

watercourse realignment is required. 

Our evaluation suggests that potential impacts on the natural environment will increase as construction 

activities encroach on the Wye River or its tributary, given there is direct fish habitat in these systems, 

as well as the potential for Blanding’s Turtle. Overall the level of vegetation disturbance largely 

consists of roadside cultural meadow or agricultural land with only minimal tree removal anticipated.  

It is our determination that the option with the least environmental impact is  Option 2 , where the 

crossing of the tributary to Wye River is assumed to be adequate and in good condition, vegetation 

removals are primarily confined to agricultural land, cultural meadow and residential yards and no 

potential impacts to SAR species are anticipated. Option 4 would be the option with the next lowest 

impact, assuming no construction activities are required at the watercourse crossings and the shoulder 

of the road being utilized for the trail. Option 1, 3 and 5 all involve construction activities either within 

the watercourse or in close proximity to a watercourse with potential fisheries and SAR approvals or 

permitting required.  
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Habitat-based Approach 

Properly assessing whether an area is likely to contain Endangered or Threatened species for the 

purposes of determining whether a proposed development is likely to have a negative impact is 

becoming more difficult as the number of listed species increases. Approaches that depend solely on 

documenting the presence of individuals of a species in an area almost always underrepresent the 

biodiversity actually present because of the difficulty of observing species that are usually rare and 

well camouflaged. Given these difficulties, and the importance of protecting habitats of Endangered 

and Threatened species, RiverStone’s primary approach to site assessment is habitat-based. This means 

that our field investigations focus on evaluating the potential for features within an area of interest to 

function as habitat for species considered potentially present, rather than searching for live specimens. 

An area is considered potential habitat if it satisfies a number of criteria, usually specific to a species, 

but occasionally characteristic of a broader group (e.g., several turtles use sandy shorelines for nesting, 

multiple bat species use dead or dying trees for roosting habitat). Physical attributes of a site that can 

be used as indicators of its potential to function as habitat for a species include structural 

characteristics (e.g., physical dimensions of rock fragments or trees, water depth), ecological 

community (e.g., meadow marsh, rock barren), and structural connectivity to other habitat features 

required by the species. Species-specific habitat preferences and/or affinities are determined from 

status reports produced by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada 

(COSEWIC), Cadman et al. (2007), published and unpublished documents, and direct experience. 

Table 1 provides RiverStone’s desktop screening and on-site assessment for Endangered and 

Threatened species. RiverStone measures species- and feature-specific distances from the boundaries 

of proposed lots or development area(s)—rather than from the boundary of the significant natural 

heritage feature—and refers to this area as adjoining lands (AL). Evaluating the likelihood of species’ 

presence and the potential for negative impacts using this approach ensures that the Adjacent Lands 

test of the PPS will be met. 

For the purposes of RiverStone’s assessment, the subject property as shown in Figure 1 is referred to 

as the Area of Interest (AOI) and the adjoining lands (AL) extents were measured from the boundaries 

of the AOI. 

Table 2 provides RiverStone’s recommended mitigation measures, and a determination of whether the 

likelihood or risk of negative impacts is acceptable after considering all relevant factors (e.g., 

sensitivity to disturbance). 
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Step 1 

(Desktop): 

Rationale for 

considering 

Area of Interest (AOI) Adjoining Lands (AL) Area of Interest (AOI) Adjoining Lands (AL)

Blanding's 

Turtle

Emydoidea blandingii Herp Atlas YES, suitable wetland and/or aquatic 

communities are present.

YES, suitable wetland and/or aquatic 

communities are present.

YES, suitable wetland and/or aquatic 

communities are present.

YES, suitable wetland and/or aquatic 

communities are present.

YES, impacts in the form of road mortality 

possible if species moves along 

watercourses.

Eastern Hog-

nosed Snake

Heterodon platirhinos Herp Atlas YES, although habitat potential is deemed 

low because of extent of forest cover, the 

openings in the forest canopy on the AL 

may be sufficient to support a local 

population.

YES, although habitat potential is deemed 

low because of extent of forest cover, the 

openings in the forest canopy on the AL 

may be sufficient to support a local 

population.

NO, area not likely to support species’ 

population(s) because trail alternatives are 

surrounded by intermediate- and high-use 

roads, forest communities are generally 

monoculturs and agricutural field is 

abuntant.

NO, area not likely to support species’ 

population(s) because trail alternatives are 

surrounded by intermediate- and high-use 

roads, forest communities are generally 

monoculturs and agricutural field is 

abuntant.

NO, see step 3.

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus OBBA YES, suitable grassland or agricultural 

communities may be present.

YES, suitable grassland or agricultural 

communities may be present.

NO, suitable grassland or agricultural 

communities are absent.

YES, suitable grassland or agricultural 

communities are present.

NO, impacts from development within AOI 

unlikely to affect breeding habitat on AL, if 

present.

Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis OBBA NO, suitable wetland communities (e.g., 

cattail marsh) are absent.

NO, suitable wetland communities (e.g., 

cattail marsh) are absent.

NO, suitable wetland communities (e.g., 

cattail marsh) are absent.

NO, suitable wetland communities (e.g., 

cattail marsh) are absent.

NO, see steps 2 and 3.

Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica OBBA NO, dark sheltered hollow vertical 

structures (chimneys, smoke stacks, silos, 

large trees with cavities and rock crevices) 

suitable for nesting or roosting are absent.

NO, dark sheltered hollow vertical 

structures (chimneys, smoke stacks, silos, 

large trees with cavities and rock crevices) 

suitable for nesting or roosting are absent.

NO, dark sheltered hollow vertical 

structures (chimneys, smoke stacks, silos, 

large trees with cavities and rock crevices) 

suitable for nesting or roosting are absent.

NO, dark sheltered hollow vertical 

structures (chimneys, smoke stacks, silos, 

large trees with cavities and rock crevices) 

suitable for nesting or roosting are absent.

NO, see steps 2 and 3.

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica OBBA YES, man-made or natural structures 

suitable for nesting may be present.

YES, man-made or natural structures 

suitable for nesting may be present.

YES, man-made or natural structures 

suitable for nesting are present.

YES, man-made or natural structures 

suitable for nesting are present.

YES, bridge structures within the propject 

area have the potential to provide nesting 

locations for Barn Swallow.

Eastern 

Meadowlark

Sturnella magna OBBA YES, suitable grassland or agricultural 

communities may be present.

YES, suitable grassland or agricultural 

communities may be present.

NO, suitable grassland or agricultural 

communities are absent.

YES, suitable grassland or agricultural 

communities are present.

NO, impacts from development within AOI 

unlikely to affect breeding habitat on AL, if 

present.

Bank Swallow Riparia riparia OBBA YES, man-made or natural structures 

suitable for nesting may be present.

YES, man-made or natural structures 

suitable for nesting may be present.

NO, man-made or natural structures 

suitable for nesting are absent.

NO, man-made or natural structures 

suitable for nesting are absent.

NO, see step 3.

Eastern Small-

footed Myotis

Myotis leibii range map NO, natural structures (e.g., talus slopes, 

rocky ridges, rock outcrops, cliff crevices, 

rock fields) may be present.

NO, natural structures (e.g., talus slopes, 

rocky ridges, rock outcrops, cliff crevices, 

rock fields) may be present.

NO, while the AOI does contain areas of 

large boulders, these areas lack small 

crevices suitable to function as roosting 

habitat for this species. 

NO, large boulders are present on AL; 

however, these areas lack small crevices 

suitable for roosting.

NO, see steps 2 and 3.

Little Brown Bat Myotis lucifugus range map YES, dark sheltered hollow vertical 

structures (e.g., large trees with cavities or 

rock crevices) suitable for gestating or 

roosting may be present.

YES, dark sheltered hollow vertical 

structures (e.g., large trees with cavities or 

rock crevices) suitable for gestating or 

roosting may be present.

YES, although specific trees with the 

characteristics necessary to function as 

gestating or roosting habitat were not 

documented, the forest communities 

present have the potential to support these 

types of features.

YES, dark sheltered hollow vertical 

structures (e.g., large trees with cavities or 

rock crevices) suitable for gestating or 

roosting may be present.

YES, development and site alteration has 

the potential to damage habitat.

Northern Long-

eared Bat

Myotis 

septentrionalis

range map YES, dead or partially-decayed trees with 

crevices beneath exfoliating/peeling bark 

may be present.

YES, dead or partially-decayed trees with 

crevices beneath exfoliating/peeling bark 

may be present.

YES, although specific trees with the 

characteristics necessary to function as 

gestating or roosting habitat were not 

documented, the forest communities 

present have the potential to support these 

types of features.

YES, although specific trees with the 

characteristics necessary to function as 

gestating or roosting habitat were not 

documented, the forest communities 

present have the potential to support these 

types of features.

YES, development and site alteration has 

the potential to damage habitat.

Tri-colored Bat Perimyotis  subflavus range map YES, trees suitable for roosting and open-

canopy areas suitable for foraging (e.g., 

riparian and/or early successional 

communities) may be present.

YES, trees suitable for roosting and open-

canopy areas suitable for foraging (e.g., 

riparian and/or early successional 

communities) may be present.

YES, trees suitable for roosting may be 

present and there are open-canopy areas 

suitable for foraging (e.g., riparian and/or 

early successional communities).

YES, trees suitable for roosting may be 

present and there are open-canopy areas 

suitable for foraging (e.g., riparian and/or 

early successional communities).

YES, development and site alteration has 

the potential to damage habitat.

Endangered & Threatened (Provincially): status from Species at Risk in Ontario List (O Reg 230/08); updated January 2018

Step 4:

Is there potential for the species, its 

habitat, or ecological community to be 

negatively impacted by the activities that 

would be permissible within the AOI?

Step 2 (Desktop): 

Do site-specific attributes (e.g., ecological system and landscape configuration) 

assessed from aerial photography and other information sources indicate that 

potential habitat or communities might be present?

Step 3 (On Site):

Potential and/or confirmed habitat documented during on-site assessment

Scientific NameCommon 

Name1

1Shaded rows denote species or communities for which negative impacts have been deemed possible. Natural Heritage Assessment - North Elmvale Trail Gap Municipal EA
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Step 1 

(Desktop): 

Rationale for 

considering 

Area of Interest (AOI) Adjoining Lands (AL) Area of Interest (AOI) Adjoining Lands (AL)

Endangered & Threatened (Provincially): status from Species at Risk in Ontario List (O Reg 230/08); updated January 2018

Step 4:

Is there potential for the species, its 

habitat, or ecological community to be 

negatively impacted by the activities that 

would be permissible within the AOI?

Step 2 (Desktop): 

Do site-specific attributes (e.g., ecological system and landscape configuration) 

assessed from aerial photography and other information sources indicate that 

potential habitat or communities might be present?

Step 3 (On Site):

Potential and/or confirmed habitat documented during on-site assessment

Scientific NameCommon 

Name1

Butternut Juglans cinerea range map YES, difficult to rule out without on-site 

assessment.

YES, difficult to rule out without on-site 

assessment.

NO, species nor suitable habitat conditions 

observed.

YES, planted species were noted on 

adjacent lands.

NO, likelihood of negative impacts from 

proposed development is low.

1Shaded rows denote species or communities for which negative impacts have been deemed possible. Natural Heritage Assessment - North Elmvale Trail Gap Municipal EA
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

ASI was contracted by Ainley Group to conduct a Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment (Background 

Research and Property Inspection) as part of the North Elmvale Trail Gap in the Township of 

Springwater. This project involves a new section of trail proposed to eliminate the 1,100 metre gap 

that exists within the North Simcoe Rail Trail/Trans Canada Trail network. The southern trail 

terminus is located at Flos Road 10 West, and the northern trail terminus is located approximately 

130 metres north of the County Road 27/County Road 6 South intersection.  

 

The Stage 1 background study determined that no previously registered archaeological sites are 

located within one kilometre of the Study Area. The property inspection determined that parts of the 

Study Area exhibits archaeological potential and will require Stage 2 assessment. 

 

In light of these results, the following recommendations are made: 

 

1. The Study Area exhibits archaeological potential. These lands require Stage 2 

archaeological assessment by test pit survey at five metre intervals, if impacted, 

prior to any proposed construction activities; 

 

2. The remainder of the Study Area does not retain archaeological potential on account 

of low and wet conditions. These lands do not require further archaeological 

assessment; and, 

 

3. Should the proposed work extend beyond the current Study Area, further Stage 1 

archaeological assessment should be conducted to determine the archaeological 

potential of the surrounding lands. 
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1.0 PROJECT CONTEXT 
 

Archaeological Services Inc. (ASI) was contracted by Ainley Group to conduct a Stage 1 Archaeological 

Assessment (Background Research and Property Inspection) as part of the North Elmvale Trail Gap in the 

Township of Springwater (Figure 1). This project involves a new section of trail proposed to eliminate the 

1,100 metre gap that exists within the North Simcoe Rail Trail/Trans Canada Trail network. The southern 

trail terminus is located at Flos Road 10 West, and the northern trail terminus is located approximately 

130 metres north of the County Road 27/County Road 6 South intersection. 

 

All activities carried out during this assessment were completed in accordance with the Ontario Heritage 

Act (2017, as amended in 2018) and the 2011 Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists 

(S & G), administered by the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (now Ministry of Heritage, Sport, 

Tourism and Culture Industries (MHSTCI) 2011). 

 

 

1.1 Development Context 
 

All work has been undertaken as required by the Environmental Assessment Act, RSO (Ministry of the 

Environment 1990 as amended 2010) and regulations made under the Act, and are therefore subject to all 

associated legislation. This project is being conducted in accordance with the Municipal Engineers’ 

Association document Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (2000 as amended in 2007, 2011 and 

2015). 

 

Authorization to carry out the activities necessary for the completion of the Stage 1 archaeological 

assessment was granted by Ainley Group on July 3, 2019. 

 

 

1.2 Historical Context 
 

The purpose of this section, according to the S & G, Section 7.5.7, Standard 1, is to describe the past and 

present land use and the settlement history and any other relevant historical information pertaining to the 

Study Area. A summary is first presented of the current understanding of the Indigenous land use of the 

Study Area. This is then followed by a review of the historical Euro-Canadian settlement history. 

 

 

1.2.1 Indigenous Land Use and Settlement 
 

Southern Ontario has been occupied by human populations since the retreat of the Laurentide glacier 

approximately 13,000 years before present (BP) (Ferris 2013). Populations at this time would have been 

highly mobile, inhabiting a boreal-parkland similar to the modern sub-arctic. By approximately 10,000 

BP, the environment had progressively warmed (Edwards and Fritz 1988) and populations now occupied 

less extensive territories (Ellis and Deller 1990). 

 

Between approximately 10,000-5,500 BP, the Great Lakes basins experienced low-water levels, and many 

sites which would have been located on those former shorelines are now submerged. This period produces 

the earliest evidence of heavy wood working tools, an indication of greater investment of labour in felling 

trees for fuel, to build shelter, and watercraft production. These activities suggest prolonged seasonal 

residency at occupation sites. Polished stone and native copper implements were being produced by 

approximately 8,000 BP; the latter was acquired from the north shore of Lake Superior, evidence of 
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extensive exchange networks throughout the Great Lakes region. The earliest evidence for cemeteries 

dates to approximately 4,500-3,000 BP and is indicative of increased social organization, investment of 

labour into social infrastructure, and the establishment of socially prescribed territories (Ellis et al. 1990; 

Ellis et al. 2009; Brown 1995:13).  

 

Between 3,000-2,500 BP, populations continued to practice residential mobility and to harvest seasonally 

available resources, including spawning fish. The Woodland period begins around 2,500 BP and 

exchange and interaction networks broaden at this time (Spence et al. 1990:136, 138) and by 

approximately 2,000 BP, evidence exists for macro-band camps, focusing on the seasonal harvesting of 

resources (Spence et al. 1990:155, 164). By 1,500 BP there is macro botanical evidence for maize in 

southern Ontario, and it is thought that maize only supplemented people’s diet. There is earlier phytolithic 

evidence for maize in central New York State by 2,300 BP - it is likely that once similar analyses are 

conducted on Ontario ceramic vessels of the same period, the same evidence will be found (Birch and 

Williamson 2013:13–15). Bands likely retreated to interior camps during the winter. It is generally 

understood that these populations were Algonquian-speakers during these millennia of settlement and 

land use.  

 

From the beginning of the Late Woodland period at approximately 1,000 BP, lifeways became more 

similar to that described in early historical documents. Between approximately 1000-1300 Common Era 

(CE), the communal site is replaced by the village focused on horticulture. Seasonal disintegration of the 

community for the exploitation of a wider territory and more varied resource base was still practised 

(Williamson 1990:317). By 1300-1450 CE, this episodic community disintegration was no longer 

practised and populations now communally occupied sites throughout the year (Dodd et al. 1990:343). 

From 1450-1649 CE this process continued with the coalescence of these small villages into larger 

communities (Birch and Williamson 2013). Through this process, the socio-political organization of the 

First Nations, as described historically by the French and English explorers who first visited southern 

Ontario, was developed. By 1600 CE, the communities within Simcoe County had formed the 

Confederation of Nations encountered by the first European explorers and missionaries. In the 1640s, the 

traditional enmity between the Haudenosaunee1 and the Huron-Wendat (and their Algonquian allies such 

as the Nippissing and Odawa) led to the dispersal of the Huron-Wendat. 

 

The eighteenth century saw the ethnogenesis in Ontario of the Métis, when Métis people began to identify 

as a separate group, rather than as extensions of their typically maternal First Nations and paternal 

European ancestry (Métis National Council n.d.). Métis populations were predominantly located north 

and west of Lake Superior, however, communities were located throughout Ontario (MNC n.d.; Stone and 

Chaput 1978:607,608). During the early nineteenth century, many Métis families moved towards locales 

around southern Lake Huron and Georgian Bay, including Kincardine, Owen Sound, Penetanguishene, 

and Parry Sound (MNC n.d.). Recent decisions by the Supreme Court of Canada (Supreme Court of 

Canada 2003; Supreme Court of Canada 2016) have reaffirmed that Métis people have full rights as one 

of the Indigenous people of Canada under subsection 91(24) of the Constitution Act, 1867. 

 

The Study Area is within Lake Simcoe Treaty 16, signed in 1815 between the Chippewa (Ojibwa) and the 

Crown for a tract of land approximately 250,000 acres of land between Kempenfelt Bay and Lake Simcoe 

to Nottawasaga Bay in Georgian Bay, bordering the Penetanguishene Bay Purchase. In 1811 Samuel S. 

Wilmot surveyed the Penetanguishene Road, prior to the Treaty 16 signing. A second treaty in 1818 was 

 
1 The Haudenosaunee are also known as the New York Iroquois or Five Nations Iroquois and after 1722 Six Nations Iroquois. 

They were a confederation of five distinct but related Iroquoian–speaking groups – the Seneca, Onondaga, Cayuga, Oneida, and 

Mohawk. Each lived in individual territories in what is now known as the Finger Lakes district of Upper New York. In 1722 the 

Tuscarora joined the confederacy. 
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meant to bring all lands between lakes Huron and Ontario under treaties, however several areas were left 

out and were not negotiated in a treaty until the signing of the Williams Treaties. In October and 

November of 1923, the governments of Canada and Ontario, chaired by A.S. Williams, signed treaties 

with the Chippewa and Mississauga for three large tracts of land in central Ontario and the northern shore 

of Lake Ontario which had never been included in previous treaties (Department of Indigenous and 

Northern Affairs 2013). The Williams Treaties First Nations are comprised of the Mississaugas of 

Alderville First Nation, Curve Lake First Nation, Hiawatha First Nation, Scugog Island First Nation and 

the Chippewas of Beausoleil First Nation, Georgina Island First Nation and the Rama First Nation 

(Williams Treaties First Nations 2017). 

 

 

1.2.2 Euro-Canadian Land Use: Township Survey and Settlement 
 

Historically, the Study Area is located in the Former Township of Flos, County of Simcoe in Lots 5-6 & 

Concession 10.  

 

The S & G stipulates that areas of early Euro-Canadian settlement (pioneer homesteads, isolated cabins, 

farmstead complexes), early wharf or dock complexes, pioneer churches, and early cemeteries are 

considered to have archaeological potential. Early historical transportation routes (trails, passes, roads, 

railways, portage routes), properties listed on a municipal register or designated under the Ontario 

Heritage Act or a federal, provincial, or municipal historic landmark or site are also considered to have 

archaeological potential.  

 

For the Euro-Canadian period, the majority of early nineteenth century farmsteads (i.e., those that are 

arguably the most potentially significant resources and whose locations are rarely recorded on nineteenth 

century maps) are likely to be located in proximity to water. The development of the network of 

concession roads and railroads through the course of the nineteenth century frequently influenced the 

siting of farmsteads and businesses. Accordingly, undisturbed lands within 100 m of an early settlement 

road are also considered to have potential for the presence of Euro-Canadian archaeological sites.   

 

The first Europeans to arrive in the area were transient merchants and traders from France and England, 

who followed Indigenous pathways and set up trading posts at strategic locations along the well-traveled 

river routes. All of these occupations occurred at sites that afforded both natural landfalls and convenient 

access, by means of the various waterways and overland trails, into the hinterlands. Early transportation 

routes followed existing Indigenous trails, both along the lakeshore and adjacent to various creeks and 

rivers (ASI 2006). 

 

Flos Township 

 

The land within Flos Township was first settled after its initial survey in 1822, later than other 

neighboring townships due to the dense forests it contained and the lack of transportation routes. After the 

Penetanguishene Road (now Highway 93) was cut through from Kempenfeldt Bay to Georgian Bay by 

the British government in 1814, the township was opened for settlement, although many preferred to 

inhabit less densely treed areas elsewhere. By 1842, the population of the township was around 200 

inhabitants. The first church in the township was Roman Catholic, constructed along Vespra Townline 

Road just west of the village of Craighurst. The first school was opened along Penetanguishene Road in 

Hillsdale, which bordered Medonte Township. Mid-nineteenth century industry consisted primarily of 

farming and lumbering, where goods were sent primarily via Penetanguishene Road to Barrie, or later by 
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rail when the North Simcoe Branch of the Northern Railway was opened in 1879 (Mika and Mika 1981). 

By 1994, Flos and Vespra Township were amalgamated into Springwater Township. 

Village of Elmvale 

 

The Village of Elmvale was originally called Elm Flats, due to its location on flat land forested with elm 

trees. The village was also referred to as Saurin, after railway construction engineer James Saurin Murray, 

but the more locally accepted name became Elmvale (Mika and Mika 1977:662). The first settler in 

Elmvale was James Harvey, who emigrated from Northern Ireland in 1849. James Harvey’s farm was 

located on the Wye River approximate 1.5 km east of the present village location. In 1850, John Ritchie 

from Scotland settled near the Harvey farm. Other early settlers were William Ritchie, Edward Archer, 

and John McGinnis followed by the families of Strath, Graham, Paterson, Dickey, Drysdale, Lambie, 

Kerr and French. The first store and a post office opened in 1859, followed by a Presbyterian church in 

1864. The Northern Simcoe Railway was constructed through Elmvale in 1879 (Mika and Mika 1977). 

 

North Simcoe Railway 

 

North Simcoe Branch of the Northern Railway was opened in 1879 to connect Penetanguishene Harbour 

on Georgian Bay to the Barrie-Collingwood Railway (later the CN Barrie-Meaford Line) with a 

connection in Colwell near Barrie. The railway originally transported lumber, agricultural goods, and 

passengers to and from Georgian Bay with stops at many settlements on the route, including a station in 

the Village of Elmvale. The railway was abandoned by 1991 and was eventually converted into a 

recreational hiking trail. The portion of the rail line to the north and south of the Study Area forms part of 

the Trans Canada Trail, a network of recreational trails across Canada over 8000 km in length 

(Canadarail.com 2019; Mika and Mika 1981:40–41; Ontariotrails.com 2019). 
 

 

1.2.3 Historical Map Review 
 

The 1871 Hogg’s Map of the County of Simcoe (Hogg 1871), 1879 Map of the County of Simcoe 

(Belden 1881), and the 1883 Diocese of Toronto (Arthur III 1883) maps were examined to determine the 

presence of historic features within the Study Area during the nineteenth century (Table 1; Figures 2-4).  

 

It should be noted, however, that not all features of interest were mapped systematically in the Ontario 

series of historical atlases, given that they were financed by subscription, and subscribers were given 

preference with regard to the level of detail provided on the maps. Moreover, not every feature of interest 

would have been within the scope of the atlases. 

 

In addition, the use of historical map sources to reconstruct/predict the location of former features within 

the modern landscape generally proceeds by using common reference points between the various sources. 

These sources are then geo-referenced in order to provide the most accurate determination of the location 

of any property on historic mapping sources. The results of such exercises are often imprecise or even 

contradictory, as there are numerous potential sources of error inherent in such a process, including the 

vagaries of map production (both past and present), the need to resolve differences of scale and 

resolution, and distortions introduced by reproduction of the sources. To a large degree, the significance 

of such margins of error is dependent on the size of the feature one is attempting to plot, the constancy of 

reference points, the distances between them, and the consistency with which both they and the target 

feature are depicted on the period mapping. 
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Table 1: Nineteenth-century property owner(s) and historical features(s) within or adjacent to the Study Area 

  1853 Map 
 

1871 Map 
 

1879 Map   
 

Con 
# 

Lot 
# 

Property  
Owner(s) 

Historical  
Feature(s) 

Property  
Owner(s) 

Historical  
Feature(s) 

Property  
Owner(s) 

Historical  
Feature(s) 

10 5 None River J. Volmer River Rob Kerr Structure 
Saw Mill 
River 
North Simcoe 
Railway 

10 6 None River E. Archer 
R. Dickie 
None 

River 
None 
River 

None Rail 
River 

 

A river is depicted running diagonally through the Study Area on both the 1853 and 1871 maps. In 1871, 

the northern portion of Lot 6, Concession 10 is divided into three parcels. No owner is listed within the 

lower portion and largest area. The upper portion is split into two parcels, owned by R. Dickie to the west, 

and E. Archer to the east. J. Volmer owns the entirety of Lot 5 Concession 10.  The 1879 map shows the 

North Simcoe Railway running through Lots 5-6 Concession 10 from west of Elmvale. Rob Kerr owned 

Lot 5 Concession 10, and a structure and sawmill are located beside the railway. The river runs through 

the Study Area. 

 

 

1.2.4 Twentieth-Century Mapping Review 
 

The 1950 National Topographic System Orr Lake sheet (Department of Mines and Resources 1950), the 

1954 aerial photography (University of Toronto 1954), and the 1995 National Topographic System 

Elmvale Sheet (Energy, Mines and Resources Canada 1995) were examined to determine the extent and 

nature of development and land uses within the Study Area (Figures 5-7). 

 

The 1950 map depicts a road with two lanes, loose surface, graded and drained between Lots 5 and 6, 

Concession 10, as well as Highway 27, a hard surface heavy duty road. The railway is now named 

Canadian National and runs from the southwest to northeast until it crosses over the road, where it then 

follows parallel. Three structures can be seen between the unnamed road and the railway in the northern 

portion of Lot 5 Concession 10, as well as one east of the railway, and one in the middle of the property 

close to Wye River. Two properties are shown west of the road within Lot 6 Concession 10. 

Embankments are shown where the river meets the road and the railway. 

 

The Wye River, Canadian National Railway, Highway 27 and unnamed road are visible on the 1954 

aerial photography. Houses can be seen between the two roads, the surrounding area being largely 

agricultural. A few houses can be seen back from the road. 

 

By 1995, there are six structures between roads, and one to the northeast. Nine structures are shown 

farther from the road, and outside the Study Area. There are two bridges, one where Wye River meets the 

road, and one where it meets both road and railway. 
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1.3 Archaeological Context 
 

This section provides background research pertaining to previous archaeological fieldwork conducted 

within and in the vicinity of the Study Area, its environmental characteristics (including drainage, soils or 

surficial geology and topography, etc.), and current land use and field conditions. Three sources of 

information were consulted to provide information about previous archaeological research: the site record 

forms for registered sites available online from the MHSTCI through “Ontario’s Past Portal”; published 

and unpublished documentary sources; and the files of ASI.  

 

 

1.3.1 Current Land Use and Field Conditions 
 

A review of available Google satellite imagery since 2006 shows that the Study Area has remained 

relatively unchanged.  

 

A Stage 1 property inspection was conducted on October 1, 2019 that noted the Study Area is located 

north of the community of Elmvale, centred on Simcoe County Road 27 between Flos Road 10 to the 

south and Flos Road 11 in the community of Saurin to the north. County Road 27 serves as the boundary 

in terms of street naming, with Flos Roads 10 and 11 West on the west of County Road 27, and Flos 

Roads 10 and 11 East on the east. The Study Area is comprised primarily of farms along Simcoe County 

Road 27 and rural residential properties on County Road 6 in the Township of Springwater. The southern 

portion of the Study Area extends from the existing Trans Canada Trail, approximately 195 m west of 

County Road 27, eastward along Flow Road 10 West to the intersection of County Road 27. The Study 

Area features wooded areas associated with the Trans Canada Trail to the south of Flos Road 10 West, 

and a farmscape to the north. The Study Area is centered on County Road 27 and includes a small portion 

of County Road 6. The northern portion of the Study Area terminates at the intersection of County Road 

27 and Flos Road 11 East. 

 

Option 1 starts at the existing end of the Trans Canada Trail and extend along the path of the former 

railway. Option 2 starts at the existing end of the Trans Canada Trail and extend northeast through 

agricultural areas adjacent to the former railway for approximately 520 metres. Options 1 and 2 continue 

north within the County Road 27 ROW adjacent to agricultural fields until they connect with the existing 

Trans Canada Trail approximately 135 metres north of the intersection of County Road 27 and County 

Road 6. 

 

Options 3 and 5 start at the existing end of the Trans Canada Trail at Flos Road 10 West and extend 

approximately 195 metres east to the intersection with County Road 27. Options 3 and 5 continue north 

on the west limit of the County Road 27 ROW and connect to the existing Trans Canada Trail 

approximately 135 metres north of the intersection of County Road 27 and County Road 6. Option 3 

involves the construction of two separated pedestrian crossings over the Wye River approximately 145 m 

north of Flos Road 10, while Option 5 involves the reconstruction of the Wye River Bridge. 

 

Option 4 starts at the existing end of the Trans Canada Trail at Flos Road 10 West and extends 

approximately 195 metres east to the intersection with County Road 27. Option 4 crosses to the east side 

of County Road 27, then continues north on the east limit of the roadway until the intersection with Flos 

Road 11 East. Option 4 crosses County Road 27 to the south of Flos Road 11 where it intersects with the 

existing Trans Canada Trail. 
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1.3.2 Geography 
 

In addition to the known archaeological sites, the state of the natural environment is a helpful indicator of 

archaeological potential. Accordingly, a description of the physiography and soils are briefly discussed 

for the Study Area.  

 

The S & G stipulates that primary water sources (lakes, rivers, streams, creeks, etc.), secondary water 

sources (intermittent streams and creeks, springs, marshes, swamps, etc.), ancient water sources (glacial 

lake shorelines indicated by the presence of raised sand or gravel beach ridges, relic river or stream 

channels indicated by clear dip or swale in the topography, shorelines of drained lakes or marshes, cobble 

beaches, etc.), as well as accessible or inaccessible shorelines (high bluffs, swamp or marsh fields by the 

edge of a lake, sandbars stretching into marsh, etc.) are characteristics that indicate archaeological 

potential.  

 

Water has been identified as the major determinant of site selection and the presence of potable water is 

the single most important resource necessary for any extended human occupation or settlement. Since 

water sources have remained relatively stable in Ontario since 5,000 BP (Karrow and Warner 1990:Figure 

2.16), proximity to water can be regarded as a useful index for the evaluation of archaeological site 

potential. Indeed, distance from water has been one of the most commonly used variables for predictive 

modeling of site location. 

 

Other geographic characteristics that can indicate archaeological potential include:  elevated topography 

(eskers, drumlins, large knolls, and plateaux), pockets of well-drained sandy soil, especially near areas of 

heavy soil or rocky ground, distinctive land formations that might have been special or spiritual places, 

such as waterfalls, rock outcrops, caverns, mounds, and promontories and their bases. There may be 

physical indicators of their use, such as burials, structures, offerings, rock paintings or carvings. Resource 

areas, including; food or medicinal plants (migratory routes, spawning areas) are also considered 

characteristics that indicate archaeological potential (S & G, Section 1.3.1).  

 

The Study Area is located within the clay plains and bevelled till plains of the Simcoe Lowlands of 

southern Ontario (Chapman and Putnam 1984). The Simcoe Lowlands physiographic region consists of 

low-lying belts of sand plain, which cover an area of 280,000 hectares, bordering Georgian Bay and Lake 

Simcoe. The area was once inundated by the waters of glacial Lake Algonquin, inland of the present day 

shorelines. Remnant shoreline features (beaches, shorecliffs, bars, etc.) mark the former water level of 

Lake Algonquin. Topography is generally flat and subsoil consists of variable sand, gravel, silt and clay 

deposits as formed on the lake bottom (Chapman and Putnam 1984:177–182). Sand plains and beach 

ridges are glaciolacustrine features and are products of the Late Wisconsian glacial stage (ca. 25,000-

10,000 BP). Sand plains are formed in shallow waters and beach ridges mark the former shorelines 

(Karrow and Warner 1990:5). 

 

Figure 8 depicts surficial geology for the Study Area. The surficial geology mapping demonstrates that 

the Study Area is underlain by fine-textured glaciolacustrine deposits of silt and clay, minor sand and 

gravel, massive to well laminated, and older alluvial deposits of clay, silt, sand, gravel, and may contain 

organic remains (Ontario Geological Survey 2010). Soils in the Study Area consist of Otonabee loam 

with good drainage, Lovering clay loam and Alliston sandy loam with imperfect drainage and Granby 

fine sandy loam with poor drainage (Figure 9). 

 

Wye River tributaries run through the Study Area, which is one of the five main watercourses within the 

Severn Sound Headwaters subwatershed. The Wye River emerges from springs on the Simcoe Uplands 
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near Orr Lake, flowing southwest through the agricultural clay plains of the Simcoe Lowlands and urban 

Elmvale before flowing northward towards Wye Marsh and Midland (Nottawasaga Valley Conservation 

Authority 2007). The Nottawasaga Valley Watershed is 3,700 km², including the Niagara Escarpment to 

the west, Oak Ridges Moraine to the south, and Simcoe Uplands and Oro Moraine to the north and east. It 

is a largely rural watershed, with agriculture dominating land use. Natural areas are significant to the 

landscape, with forests and wetlands mostly occurring in areas unsuitable for farming. Urban areas 

continue to experience significant growth (Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 2013).  

 

 

1.3.3 Previous Archaeological Research 
 

In Ontario, information concerning archaeological sites is stored in the Ontario Archaeological Sites 

Database (OASD) maintained by the MHSTCI. This database contains archaeological sites registered 

within the Borden system. Under the Borden system, Canada has been divided into grid blocks based on 

latitude and longitude. A Borden block is approximately 13 km east to west, and approximately 18.5 km 

north to south. Each Borden block is referenced by a four-letter designator, and sites within a block are 

numbered sequentially as they are found. The Study Area under review is located in Borden block BdGx. 

 

According to the OASD, no previously registered archaeological sites are located within one kilometre of 

the Study Area (MHSTCI 2019).  

 

According to the background research, no previous reports detail fieldwork within 50 m of the Study 

Area. 

 

 

2.0 FIELD METHODS: PROPERTY INSPECTION  
 

A Stage 1 property inspection must adhere to the S & G, Section 1.2, Standards 1-6, which are discussed 

below. The entire property and its periphery must be inspected. The inspection may be either systematic 

or random. Coverage must be sufficient to identify the presence or absence of any features of 

archaeological potential. The inspection must be conducted when weather conditions permit good 

visibility of land features. Natural landforms and watercourses are to be confirmed if previously 

identified. Additional features such as elevated topography, relic water channels, glacial shorelines, well-

drained soils within heavy soils and slightly elevated areas within low and wet areas should be identified 

and documented, if present. Features affecting assessment strategies should be identified and documented 

such as woodlots, bogs or other permanently wet areas, areas of steeper grade than indicated on 

topographic mapping, areas of overgrown vegetation, areas of heavy soil, and recent land disturbance 

such as grading, fill deposits and vegetation clearing. The inspection should also identify and document 

structures and built features that will affect assessment strategies, such as heritage structures or 

landscapes, cairns, monuments or plaques, and cemeteries. 

 

The Stage 1 archaeological assessment property inspection was conducted under the field direction of 

Martin Cooper (380) of ASI, on October 1 2019, in order to gain first-hand knowledge of the geography, 

topography, and current conditions and to evaluate and map archaeological potential of the Study Area. It 

was a visual inspection only and did not include excavation or collection of archaeological resources. 

Fieldwork was only conducted when weather conditions were deemed suitable and seasonally 

appropriate, per S & G Section 1.2., Standard 2. Previously identified features of archaeological potential 

were examined; additional features of archaeological potential not visible on mapping were identified and 

documented as well as any features that will affect assessment strategies. Field observations are compiled 
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onto the existing conditions of the Study Area in Section 7.0 (Figures 10-14) and associated photographic 

plates are presented in Section 8.0 (Plates 1-19). 

 

 

3.0 ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 

The historical and archaeological contexts have been analyzed to help determine the archaeological 

potential of the Study Area. These data are presented below in Section 3.1. Results of the analysis of the 

Study Area property inspection are presented in Section 3.2. 

 

 

3.1 Analysis of Archaeological Potential 
 

The S & G, Section 1.3.1, lists criteria that are indicative of archaeological potential. The Study Area 

meets the following criteria indicative of archaeological potential: 

 

• Water sources: primary, secondary, or past water source (Wye River); 

• Early historic transportation routes (Highway 27, North Simcoe Railway); 

• Proximity to early settlements (Elmvale); and 

• Well-drained soils (Otonabee loam) 

 

According to the S & G, Section 1.4 Standard 1e, no areas within a property containing locations listed or 

designated by a municipality can be recommended for exemption from further assessment unless the area 

can be documented as disturbed. The Municipal Heritage Register was consulted and no properties within 

the Study Area are Listed or Designated under the Ontario Heritage Act.  

 

These criteria are indicative of potential for the identification of Indigenous and Euro-Canadian 

archaeological resources, depending on soil conditions and the degree to which soils have been subject to 

deep disturbance. 

 

 

3.2 Analysis of Property Inspection Results 
 

The property inspection determined that the Study Area exhibits archaeological potential. These areas will 

require Stage 2 archaeological assessment prior to any construction activities. According to the S & G 

Section 2.1.2, test pit survey is required on terrain where ploughing is not viable, such as wooded areas, 

properties where existing landscaping or infrastructure would be damaged, overgrown farmland with 

heavy brush or rocky pasture, and narrow linear corridors up to 10 metres wide (Plates 4, 6, 8, 10-12, 14-

15, 17-19; Figures 10-13: areas highlighted in green). 

 

The remainder of the Study Area has been subjected to deep soil disturbance events and according to the 

S & G Section 1.3.2 do not retain archaeological potential (Plates 1-3, 5; Figures 10-13: areas highlighted 

in yellow). A part of the Study Area is located in low and wet conditions, and according to the S & G 

Section 2.1 does not retain potential (Plates 7, 9, 11, 13, 15-16, 20; Figures 10-13: areas highlighted in 

blue). These areas do not require further survey. 
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3.3 Conclusions 
 

The Stage 1 background study determined that no previously registered archaeological sites are located 

within one kilometre of the Study Area. The property inspection determined that parts of the Study Area 

exhibit archaeological potential and will require Stage 2 assessment. 

 

 

4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

In light of these results, the following recommendations are made: 

 

1. The Study Area exhibits archaeological potential. These lands require Stage 2 

archaeological assessment by test pit survey at five metre intervals, if impacted, prior to 

any proposed construction activities; 

 

2. The remainder of the Study Area does not retain archaeological potential on account of 

deep and extensive land disturbance or low and wet conditions. These lands do not 

require further archaeological assessment; and, 

 

3. Should the proposed work extend beyond the current Study Area, further Stage 1 

archaeological assessment should be conducted to determine the archaeological potential 

of the surrounding lands. 

 

NOTWITHSTANDING the results and recommendations presented in this study, ASI notes that no 

archaeological assessment, no matter how thorough or carefully completed, can necessarily predict, 

account for, or identify every form of isolated or deeply buried archaeological deposit. In the event that 

archaeological remains are found during subsequent construction activities, the consultant archaeologist, 

approval authority, and the Cultural Programs Unit of the MHSTCI should be immediately notified. 
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5.0 ADVICE ON COMPLIANCE WITH LEGISLATION 
 

ASI also advises compliance with the following legislation:  

 

• This report is submitted to the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport as a condition of 

licensing in accordance with Part VI of the Ontario Heritage Act, RSO 1990, c 0.18. The 

report is reviewed to ensure that it complies with the standards and guidelines that are 

issued by the Minister, and that the archaeological field work and report 

recommendations ensure the conservation, preservation and protection of the cultural 

heritage of Ontario. When all matters relating to archaeological sites within the project 

area of a development proposal have been addressed to the satisfaction of the Ministry of 

Tourism, Culture and Sport, a letter will be issued by the ministry stating that there are no 

further concerns with regard to alterations to archaeological sites by the proposed 

development. 

 

• It is an offence under Sections 48 and 69 of the Ontario Heritage Act for any party other 

than a licensed archaeologist to make any alteration to a known archaeological site or to 

remove any artifact or other physical evidence of past human use or activity from the site, 

until such time as a licensed archaeologist has completed archaeological field work on 

the site, submitted a report to the Minister stating that the site has no further cultural 

heritage value or interest, and the report has been filed in the Ontario Public Register of 

Archaeology Reports referred to in Section 65.1 of the Ontario Heritage Act.  

 

• Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may be 

a new archaeological site and therefore subject to Section 48 (1) of the Ontario 

Heritage Act. The proponent or person discovering the archaeological resources must 

cease alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant archaeologist 

to carry out archaeological fieldwork, in compliance with sec. 48 (1) of the Ontario 

Heritage Act.  

 

• The Cemeteries Act, R.S.O. 1990 c. C.4 and the Funeral, Burial and Cremation 

Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33 (when proclaimed in force) require that any person 

discovering human remains must notify the police or coroner and the Registrar of 

Cemeteries at the Ministry of Consumer Services. 
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Figure 2: Study Area (Approximate Location) Overlaid on the 1853 Map of the County of Simcoe
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Figure 4: Study Area (Approximate Location) Overlaid on the 1879 Illustrated Historical Atlas of the County of Simcoe
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Figure 6: Study Area (Approximate Location) Overlaid on the 1954 Aerial Photograph of Simcoe County
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Figure 10: North Elmvale Trail Gap - Key Map
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Figure 11: North Elmvale Trail Gap - Results of Stage 1 (Sheet 1)
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Figure 12: North Elmvale Trail Gap - Results of Stage 1 (Sheet 2)
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Figure 13: North Elmvale Trail Gap - Results of Stage 1 (Sheet 3)
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Plate 1: [SW] Trans Canada Trail; Area is disturbed, 
no potential  

Plate 2: [NW] County Rd 27, Area beside ROW is low 
and wet woodlot, no potential 

  
Plate 3: [NE] Trans Canada Trail at County Rd 6 S; 
Area is disturbed, no potential 

Plate 4: [NW] County Rd 27, Area west of road 
beyond disturbed ROW requires Stage 2 

  
Plate 5: [SE] County Rd 6 S at County Rd 27; Area 
southwest of intersection requires Stage 2 

Plate 6: [SE] County Rd 27; Area has been graded 
and filled, disturbed, no potential 
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Plate 7: [NW] County Rd 27, Areas beyond ROW 
require Stage 2 

Plate 8: [S] Existing Trans Canada Trail; Area to west 
requires Stage 2 

  
Plate 9: [E] View from wooden bridge over Wye Creek 
tributary at Trans Canada Trail towards County Rd 27; 
Area is low and wet, no potential 

Plate 10: [NW] County Rd 27, Areas beyond 
disturbed ROW require Stage 2 

  
Plate 11: [W] View from bridge at County Rd 27; Area 
is low and wet, no potential 

Plate 12: [S] Existing Trans Canada Trail; Area west 
and east of trail requires Stage 2 
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Plate 13: [SW] Tributary west of Trans Canada Trail; 
Area is low and wet, no potential 

Plate 14: [S] Trans Canada Trail; Area west and east 
of trail requires Stage 2 

  
Plate 15: [NW] Bridge at County Rd 27; Areas beyond 
low and wet tributary require Stage 2 

Plate 16: [NW] County Rd 27 at Flos Rd 10 W, Areas 
beyond disturbed ROW require Stage 2  

  
Plate 17: [N] View from bridge; Area is low and wet, 
no potential 

Plate 18: [NE] Flos Rd 10 W; Grassed areas north 
and south of road require Stage 2 
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Plate 19: [NE] Flos Rd 10 W at Trans Canada Trail; 
Area north of road requires Stage 2, area south is 
low and wet, not potential   
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CULTURAL HERITAGE RESOURCE ASSESSMENT: 

BUILT HERITAGE RESOURCES AND CULTURAL HERITAGE LANDSCAPES 
 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

NORTH ELMVALE TRAIL GAP  
MUNICIPAL CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

 
TOWNSHIP OF SPRINGWATER  

COUNTY OF SIMCOE, ONTARIO 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
ASI was contracted by Ainley Group to conduct a Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment as part of the 
North Elmvale Trail Gap Municipal Class Environmental Assessment study. The North Elmvale Trail Gap 
study area is located north of the community of Elmvale, centred on Simcoe County Road 27 between Flos 
Road 10 to the south and Flos Road 11 in the community of Saurin to the north. The project involves 
eliminating the existing 1100 m gap between the North Simcoe Rail Trail and the Trans Canada Trail to 
create a continuous recreational trail. The study area is comprised of primarily rural residential properties 
and farms along Simcoe County Road 27 in the Township of Springwater. 
 
The results of background historical research and a review of secondary source material revealed a study 
area with a rural land use history dating back to the early nineteenth century. A field review was 
conducted for the entire study area to document the existing conditions of the area and to document 
newly discovered cultural heritage resources. 
 
Background research, data collection, and field review was conducted for the study area and it was 
determined that no previously identified cultural heritage resources are located within or adjacent to the 
North Elmvale Trail Gap EA study area. A field review identified three potential cultural heritage resources. 
Based on the results of the assessment, the following recommendations have been developed: 
 

1. Construction activities and staging should be suitably planned and undertaken to avoid 
impacts to identified cultural heritage resources.  

 
2. Once detailed designs of the proposed work are available, this report will be updated with a 

confirmation of impacts of the undertaking on the cultural heritage resources identified within 
and/or adjacent to the study area and will recommend appropriate mitigation measures. 
Mitigation measures may include, but are not limited to, completing a property-specific 
heritage impact assessment or documentation report, or employing suitable measures such as 
landscaping, buffering or other forms of mitigation, where appropriate. In this regard, 
provincial guidelines should be consulted for advice and further heritage assessment work 
should be undertaken as necessary. 
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3. Should future work require an expansion of the study area then a qualified heritage consultant 
should be contacted in order to confirm the impacts of the proposed work on potential 
heritage resources. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

ASI was contracted by Ainley Group to conduct a Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment as part of the 
North Elmvale Trail Gap Municipal Class Environmental Assessment study. The North Elmvale Trail Gap 
study area is located north of the community of Elmvale, centred on Simcoe County Road 27 between Flos 
Road 10 to the south and Flos Road 11 in the community of Saurin to the north. The project involves 
eliminating the existing 1100 m gap between the North Simcoe Rail Trail and the Trans Canada Trail to 
create a continuous recreational trail. The study area is comprised of primarily rural residential properties 
and farms along Simcoe County Road 27 in the Township of Springwater (Figure 1).  
 
The purpose of this report is to present an inventory of cultural heritage resources, identify existing 
conditions of the North Elmvale Trail Gap study area, identify impacts to cultural heritage resources, and 
propose appropriate mitigation measures. This research was conducted by John Sleath, Cultural 
Heritage Specialist, under the senior project management of Lindsay Graves, Senior Cultural Heritage 
Specialist, both of ASI. 
 

 
Figure 1: Location of the study area  

Base Map:©OpenStreetMap and contributors, Creative Commons-Share Alike License (CC-BY-SA) 
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2.0 BUILT HERITAGE RESOURCE AND CULTURAL HERITAGE LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT CONTEXT 
 
2.1 Legislation and Policy Context 
 
This cultural heritage assessment considers cultural heritage resources in the context of improvements 
to specified areas, pursuant to the Environmental Assessment Act. This assessment addresses above 
ground cultural heritage resources over 40 years old. Use of a 40 year old threshold is a guiding principle 
when conducting a preliminary identification of cultural heritage resources (Ministry of Transportation 
2006; Ministry of Transportation 2007; Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 2016). While 
identification of a resource that is 40 years old or older does not confer outright heritage significance, 
this threshold provides a means to collect information about resources that may retain heritage value. 
Similarly, if a resource is slightly younger than 40 years old, this does not preclude the resource from 
retaining heritage value. 
 
For the purposes of this assessment, the term ‘cultural heritage resources’ is used to describe both 
cultural heritage landscapes and built heritage resources. A cultural landscape is perceived as a 
collection of individual built heritage resources and other related features that together form farm 
complexes, roadscapes and nucleated settlements. Built heritage resources are typically individual 
buildings or structures that may be associated with a variety of human activities, such as historical 
settlement and patterns of architectural development. 
 
The analysis throughout the study process addresses cultural heritage resources under various pieces of 
legislation and their supporting guidelines. Under the Environmental Assessment Act (1990) 
environment is defined in Subsection 1(c) to include: 
 

• cultural conditions that influence the life of man or a community, and; 
• any building, structure, machine, or other device or thing made by man. 

 
The Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport is charged under Section 2 of the Ontario Heritage Act with 
the responsibility to determine policies, priorities and programs for the conservation, protection and 
preservation of the heritage of Ontario and has published two guidelines to assist in assessing cultural 
heritage resources as part of an environmental assessment: Guideline for Preparing the Cultural 
Heritage Resource Component of Environmental Assessments (1992), and Guidelines on the Man-Made 
Heritage Component of Environmental Assessments (1981). Accordingly, both guidelines have been 
utilized in this assessment process. 
 
The Guidelines on the Man-Made Heritage Component of Environmental Assessments (Section 1.0) 
states the following: 
 

When speaking of man-made heritage we are concerned with the works of man and the 
effects of his activities in the environment rather than with movable human artifacts or 
those environments that are natural and completely undisturbed by man. 
 

In addition, environment may be interpreted to include the combination and interrelationships of 
human artifacts with all other aspects of the physical environment, as well as with the social, economic 
and cultural conditions that influence the life of the people and communities in Ontario. The Guidelines 
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on the Man-Made Heritage Component of Environmental Assessments distinguish between two basic 
ways of visually experiencing this heritage in the environment, namely as cultural heritage landscapes 
and as cultural features. 
 
Within this document, cultural heritage landscapes are defined as the following (Section 1.0): 
 

The use and physical appearance of the land as we see it now is a result of man’s activities 
over time in modifying pristine landscapes for his own purposes. A cultural landscape is 
perceived as a collection of individual man-made features into a whole. Urban cultural 
landscapes are sometimes given special names such as townscapes or streetscapes that 
describe various scales of perception from the general scene to the particular view. 
Cultural landscapes in the countryside are viewed in or adjacent to natural undisturbed 
landscapes, or waterscapes, and include such land uses as agriculture, mining, forestry, 
recreation, and transportation. Like urban cultural landscapes, they too may be perceived 
at various scales: as a large area of homogeneous character; or as an intermediate sized 
area of homogeneous character or a collection of settings such as a group of farms; or as 
a discrete example of specific landscape character such as a single farm, or an individual 
village or hamlet. 

 
A cultural feature is defined as the following (Section 1.0): 
 

…an individual part of a cultural landscape that may be focused upon as part of a broader 
scene, or viewed independently. The term refers to any man-made or modified object in 
or on the land or underwater, such as buildings of various types, street furniture, 
engineering works, plantings and landscaping, archaeological sites, or a collection of such 
objects seen as a group because of close physical or social relationships. 

 
The Minister of Tourism, Culture, and Sport has also published Standards and Guidelines for 
Conservation of Provincial Heritage Properties (April 2010; “Standards and Guidelines” hereafter). These 
Standards and Guidelines apply to properties the Government of Ontario owns or controls that have 
cultural heritage value or interest. Adherence to these Standards and Guidelines is mandatory for 
Ministries and prescribed public bodies, as they have the same authority of a Management Board or 
Cabinet directive. Prescribed public bodies include:  
 

• Agricultural Research Institute of Ontario 
• Hydro One Inc. 
• Liquor Control Board of Ontario 
• McMichael Canadian Art Collection 
• Metrolinx 
• The Niagara Parks Commission 
• Ontario Heritage Trust 
• Ontario Infrastructure and Lands Corporation 
• Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation 
• Ontario Power Generation Inc. 
• Royal Botanical Gardens 
• Toronto Area Transit Operating Authority 
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• St. Lawrence Parks Commission 
 
The Standards and Guidelines provide a series of definitions considered during the assessment: 
 
A provincial heritage property is defined as the following (14): 
 

Provincial heritage property means real property, including buildings and structures on 
the property, that has cultural heritage value or interest and that is owned by the Crown 
in right of Ontario or by a prescribed public body; or that is occupied by a ministry or a 
prescribed public body if the terms of the occupancy agreement are such that the 
ministry or public body is entitled to make the alterations to the property that may be 
required under these heritage standards and guidelines. 

 
A provincial heritage property of provincial significance is defined as the following (14): 
 

Provincial heritage property that has been evaluated using the criteria found in Ontario 
Heritage Act O.Reg. 10/06 and has been found to have cultural heritage value or interest 
of provincial significance. 

 
A built heritage resource is defined as the following (13): 
 

…one or more significant buildings (including fixtures or equipment located in or forming 
part of a building), structures, earthworks, monuments, installations, or remains 
associated with architectural, cultural, social, political, economic, or military history and 
identified as being important to a community. For the purposes of these Standards and 
Guidelines, “structures” does not include roadways in the provincial highway network 
and in-use electrical or telecommunications transmission towers. 
 

A cultural heritage landscape is defined as the following (13): 
 

…a defined geographical area that human activity has modified and that has cultural 
heritage value. Such an area involves one or more groupings of individual heritage 
features, such as structures, spaces, archaeological sites, and natural elements, which 
together form a significant type of heritage form distinct from that of its constituent 
elements or parts. Heritage conservation districts designated under the Ontario Heritage 
Act, villages, parks, gardens, battlefields, mainstreets and neighbourhoods, cemeteries, 
trails, and industrial complexes of cultural heritage value are some examples. 

 
Additionally, the Planning Act (1990) and related Provincial Policy Statement (PPS), which was updated 
in 2014, make a number of provisions relating to heritage conservation. One of the general purposes of 
the Planning Act is to integrate matters of provincial interest in provincial and municipal planning 
decisions. In order to inform all those involved in planning activities of the scope of these matters of 
provincial interest, Section 2 of the Planning Act provides an extensive listing. These matters of 
provincial interest shall be regarded when certain authorities, including the council of a municipality, 
carry out their responsibilities under the Act. One of these provincial interests is directly concerned with: 
 



ASI

Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment- Existing Conditions 
North Elmvale Trail Gap 
Township of Springwater, Simcoe County  Page 5 

 

 

2.(d) the conservation of features of significant architectural, cultural, historical, 
archaeological or scientific interest 

 
Part 4.7 of the PPS states that: 
 

The official plan is the most important vehicle for implementation of this Provincial Policy 
Statement. Comprehensive, integrated and long-term planning is best achieved through 
official plans. 
 
Official plans shall identify provincial interests and set out appropriate land use 
designations and policies. To determine the significance of some natural heritage 
features and other resources, evaluation may be required. 
 
Official plans should also coordinate cross-boundary matters to complement the actions 
of other planning authorities and promote mutually beneficial solutions. Official plans 
shall provide clear, reasonable and attainable policies to protect provincial interests and 
direct development to suitable areas. 
 
In order to protect provincial interests, planning authorities shall keep their official plans 
up-to-date with this Provincial Policy Statement. The policies of this Provincial Policy 
Statement continue to apply after adoption and approval of an official plan. 

 
Those policies of relevance for the conservation of heritage features are contained in Section 2- Wise 
Use and Management of Resources, wherein Subsection 2.6 - Cultural Heritage and Archaeological 
Resources, makes the following provisions: 
 

2.6.1 Significant built heritage resources and significant cultural heritage landscapes shall be 
conserved. 

 
A number of definitions that have specific meanings for use in a policy context accompany the policy 
statement. These definitions include built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes. 
 
A built heritage resource is defined as: “a building, structure, monument, installation or any 
manufactured remnant that contributes to a property’s cultural heritage value or interest as identified 
by a community, including an Aboriginal community” (Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 2014). 
 
A cultural heritage landscape is defined as: 
  

“a defined geographical area that may have been modified by human activity and is 
identified as having cultural heritage value or interest by a community, including an 
Aboriginal community. The area may involve features such as structures, spaces, 
archaeological sites or natural elements that are valued together for their 
interrelationship, meaning or association” (Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
2014).  
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Examples may include, but are not limited to farmscapes, historical settlements, parks, gardens, 
battlefields, mainstreets and neighbourhoods, cemeteries, trailways, and industrial complexes of 
cultural heritage value. 
 
In addition, significance is also more generally defined. It is assigned a specific meaning according to the 
subject matter or policy context, such as wetlands or ecologically important areas. With regard to 
cultural heritage and archaeology resources, resources of significance are those that are valued for the 
important contribution they make to our understanding of the history of a place, an event, or a people 
(Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 2014). 
 
Criteria for determining significance for the resources are recommended by the Province, but municipal 
approaches that achieve or exceed the same objective may also be used. While some significant 
resources may already be identified and inventoried by official sources, the significance of others can 
only be determined after evaluation (Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 2014). 
 
Accordingly, the foregoing guidelines and relevant policy statement were used to guide the scope and 
methodology of the cultural heritage assessment. 
 
 
2.2 Municipal Heritage Policies  
 
2.2.1 Simcoe County 
 
The study area is in the Township of Springwater, County of Simcoe. Relevant cultural heritage policies 
contained in The County of Simcoe Official Plan (2008) were reviewed as part of this assessment. The 
County of Simcoe provides policies relating to cultural heritage resources under Policy Statement, Part 4 
48-50 of its Official Plan (County of Simcoe 2008).  
 
 
2.2.2 Township of Springwater 
 
As the study area is located to the north of the community of Elmvale, the Township of Springwater 
Official Plan (2018) regarding cultural heritage resources was reviewed as part of this assessment. The 
Township of Springwater provides principles of a sustainable community in Section 2.0 regarding 
cultural heritage, cultural heritage goals and objectives in Section 2.2, principles and policies in Section 
3.0, and heritage specific policies in Section 27 of its Official Plan (Township of Springwater 2018). 
 
 
2.4 Data Collection 
 
In the course of the cultural heritage assessment, all potentially affected cultural heritage resources are 
subject to inventory. Short form names are usually applied to each resource type, (e.g. barn, residence). 
Generally, when conducting a preliminary identification of cultural heritage resources, three stages of 
research and data collection are undertaken to appropriately establish the potential for and existence of 
cultural heritage resources in a geographic area.  
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Background historical research, which includes consultation of primary and secondary source research 
and historical mapping, is undertaken to identify early settlement patterns and broad agents or themes 
of change in a study area. This stage in the data collection process enables the researcher to determine 
the presence of sensitive heritage areas that correspond to nineteenth and twentieth-century 
settlement and development patterns. To augment data collected during this stage of the research 
process, federal, provincial, and municipal databases and/or agencies are consulted to obtain 
information about specific properties that have been previously identified and/or designated as 
retaining cultural heritage value. Typically, resources identified during these stages of the research 
process are reflective of particular architectural styles, associated with an important person, place, or 
event, and contribute to the contextual facets of a particular place, neighbourhood, or intersection.  
 
A field review is then undertaken to confirm the location and condition of previously identified cultural 
heritage resources. The field review is also used to identify cultural heritage resources that have not 
been previously identified on federal, provincial, or municipal databases.  
 
Several investigative criteria are utilised during the field review to appropriately identify new cultural 
heritage resources. These investigative criteria are derived from provincial guidelines, definitions, and 
experience. During the environmental assessment, a built structure or landscape is identified as a 
cultural heritage resource if it is considered to be 40 years or older, and if the resource satisfies at least 
one of the following criteria: 
 
Design/Physical Value: 

• It is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, expression, material or 
construction method. 

• It displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit. 

• It demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement. 

• The site and/or structure retains original stylistic features and has not been irreversibly altered 
so as to destroy its integrity. 

• It demonstrates a high degree of excellence or creative, technical or scientific achievement at a 
provincial level in a given period. 

 
Historical/Associative Value: 

• It has a direct association with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, organization, or 
institution that is significant to: the Township of Springwater; Simcoe County; the Province of 
Ontario; or Canada. 

• It yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an understanding of the 
history of: the Township of Springwater; Simcoe County; the Province of Ontario; or Canada. 

• It demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist builder, designer, or theorist 
who is significant to: the Township of Springwater; Simcoe County; the Province of Ontario; or 
Canada. 

• It represents or demonstrates a theme or pattern in Ontario’s history. 

• It demonstrates an uncommon, rare or unique aspect of Ontario’s cultural heritage. 

• It has a strong or special association with the entire province or with a community that is found 
in more than one part of the province. The association exists for historical, social, or cultural 
reasons or because of traditional use. 
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• It has a strong or special association with the life or work of a person, group or organization of 
importance to the province or with an event of importance to the province. 

 
Contextual Value: 

• It is important in defining, maintaining, or supporting the character of an area. 

• It is physically, functionally, visually, or historically linked to its surroundings. 

• It is a landmark. 

• It illustrates a significant phase in the development of the community or a major change or 
turning point in the community’s history. 

• The landscape contains a structure other than a building (fencing, culvert, public art, statue, 
etc.) that is associated with the history or daily life of that area or region. 

• There is evidence of previous historical and/or existing agricultural practices (e.g. terracing, 
deforestation, complex water canalization, apple orchards, vineyards, etc.) 

• It is of aesthetic, visual or contextual important to the province. 
 
If a resource meets one of these criteria it will be identified as a cultural heritage resource and is subject 
to further research where appropriate and when feasible. Typically, detailed archival research, 
permission to enter lands containing heritage resources, and consultation is required to determine the 
specific heritage significance of the identified cultural heritage resource.  
 
When identifying cultural heritage landscapes, the following categories are typically utilized for the 
purposes of the classification during the field review: 
 
Farm complexes:  comprise two or more buildings, one of which must be a farmhouse or 

barn, and may include a tree-lined drive, tree windbreaks, fences, 
domestic gardens and small orchards. 

 
Roadscapes:  generally two-lanes in width with absence of shoulders or narrow 

shoulders only, ditches, tree lines, bridges, culverts and other associated 
features. 

 
Waterscapes:  waterway features that contribute to the overall character of the cultural 

heritage landscape, usually in relation to their influence on historical 
development and settlement patterns. 

 
Railscapes:  active or inactive railway lines or railway rights of way and associated 

features. 
 
Historical settlements:  groupings of two or more structures with a commonly applied name. 
 
Streetscapes: generally consists of a paved road found in a more urban setting, and 

may include a series of houses that would have been built in the same 
time period. 
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Historical agricultural  
landscapes: generally comprises a historically rooted settlement and farming pattern 

that reflects a recognizable arrangement of fields within a lot and may 
have associated agricultural outbuildings, structures, and vegetative 
elements such as tree rows. 

 
Cemeteries: land used for the burial of human remains. 
 
Results of the desktop data collection and field review are contained in Section 3.0, while Sections 4.0 
and 5.0 contain conclusions and recommendations with respect to potential impacts of the undertaking 
on the identified cultural heritage resource. A cultural heritage resource inventory is provided in Section 
7.0, while location mapping is in Section 8.0. 
 
 
3.0 BUILT HERITAGE RESOURCE AND CULTURAL HERITAGE LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT 
 
This section provides a brief summary of historical research and a description of identified above ground 
cultural heritage resources that may be affected by the proposed undertaking.  
 
 
3.1 Background Historical Summary 
 

A review of available primary and secondary source material was undertaken to produce a contextual 
overview of the study area, including a general description of physiography, as well as Indigenous and 
Euro-Canadian land use and settlement. 
 
 
3.1.1 Physiography 
 
The study area is situated within the Simcoe Lowlands physiographic region of southern Ontario 
(Chapman and Putnam 1984). The Simcoe Lowlands physiographic region consists of low-lying belts of 
sand plain, which cover an area of 2,800 km2, bordering Georgian Bay and Lake Simcoe (Chapman and 
Putnam 1984). The area was once inundated by the waters of glacial Lake Algonquin, inland of the 
present-day shorelines. Remnant shoreline features (beaches, shorecliffs, bars etc.) mark the former 
water level of Lake Algonquin. Topography is generally flat and sub-soils consist of variable sand, gravel, 
silt and clay deposits as formed on the lake bottom.  
 
 
3.1.2 Indigenous Land Use 
 
Southern Ontario has a cultural history that begins approximately 11,000 years ago. The land now 
encompassed by the Township of Springwater has a cultural history which begins approximately 10,000 
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years ago and continues to the present. Table 1 provides a general summary of the history of Indigenous 
land use and settlement of the area.1 
 
Table 1: Outline of Southern Ontario Prehistory 

Period Archaeological/ Material Culture Date Range Lifeways/ Attributes 
PALEO-INDIAN 

Early Gainey, Barnes, Crowfield 9000-8500 BC Big game hunters 
Late Holcombe, Hi-Lo, lanceolate 8500-7500 BC Small nomadic groups 

ARCHAIC 

Early Nettling, Bifurcate-base 7800-6000 BC Nomadic hunters and gatherers 
Middle Kirk, Stanley, Brewerton, Laurentian 6000-2000 BC Transition to territorial settlements 
Late Lamoka, Genesee, Crawford Knoll, Innes 2500-500 BC Polished/ground stone tools (small 

stemmed) 

WOODLAND 

Early Meadowood 800-400 BC Introduction of pottery 
Middle Point Peninsula, Saugeen 400 BC-AD 800 Incipient horticulture 
Late Algonkian, Iroquoian AD 800-1300 Transition to village life and agriculture 
 Algonkian, Iroquoian AD 1300-1400 Establishment of large palisaded villages 
 Algonkian, Iroquoian AD 1400-1600 Tribal differentiation and warfare 

HISTORIC 

Early Huron, Neutral, Petun, Odawa, Ojibwa AD 1600-1650 Tribal displacements 
Late Six Nations Iroquois, Ojibwa AD 1650-1800's  
 Euro-Canadian AD 1800-present European settlement 

 
The study area is within Lake Simcoe Treaty 16, signed in 1815 between the Chippewa (Ojibwa) and the 
Crown for a tract of land approximately 250,000 acres of land between Kempenfelt Bay and Lake Simcoe 
to Nottawasaga Bay in Georgian Bay, bordering the Penetanguishene Bay Purchase. In 1811 Samuel S. 
Wilmot surveyed the Penetanguishene Road, prior to the signing of Treaty 16. A second treaty in 1818 
was meant to bring all lands between Lakes Huron and Ontario under treaties, however several areas 
were left out. These areas were not negotiated until the signing of the Williams Treaties. In October and 
November of 1923, the governments of Canada and Ontario, chaired by A.S. Williams, signed treaties 
with the Chippewa and Mississauga for three large tracts of land in central Ontario and the northern 
shore of Lake Ontario which had never been included in previous treaties (Department of Indigenous 
and Northern Affairs 2013). The Williams Treaties First Nations are comprised of the Mississaugas of 
Alderville First Nation, Curve Lake First Nation, Hiawatha First Nation, Scugog Island First Nation and the 
Chippewas of Beausoleil First Nation, Georgina Island First Nation and the Rama First Nation (Williams 
Treaties First Nations 2017). 
 
 
3.1.3 Historical Euro-Canadian Land Use: Township Survey and Settlement 
 
Historically, the study area is located in the County of Simcoe on part of Lots 5 and 6, Concessions 9, 10 
and 11, in former Flos Township.  
 

 
1 While many types of information can inform the precontact settlement of the Township of Springwater, this 
summary table provides information drawn from archaeological research conducted in southern Ontario over the 
last century. As such, the terminology used in this review related to standard archaeological terminology for the 
province rather than relating to specific historical events within the region. The chronological ordering of this 
summary is made with respect to two temporal referents: BCE – before Common Era and CE – Common Era. 
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Simcoe County  
 
The area within what is now Simcoe County was inhabited by the ancestral Huron-Wendat at the time of 
European contact. European goods reached the area before 1600 and missionaries and Jesuits arrived 
soon after. Sainte Marie was established in 1639 and became the first European settlement in Upper 
Canada. In 1798, the County of Simcoe was formed as part of the “Home District.” The boundaries of the 
county were refined in 1821. Almost 20 years later, in 1843, the area was declared a separate district, 
attaining county status in 1850, with Barrie as the county seat. At this time Simcoe County included 
portions of Grey and Dufferin Counties, and Muskoka and Parry Sound Districts. In 1881 the borders of 
Simcoe County were again redefined and the present townships of Tiny, Tay, Matchedash, Flos, 
Medonte, Orillia, Nottawasaga, Sunnidale, Vespra, Oro, Tosorontio, Essa, Innisfil, Adjala, Tecumseth, and 
West Gwillimbury were contained within. As of the late twentieth century, Simcoe County had two 
cities, seven towns, and eight villages (Mika and Mika 1983). 
 
 
Flos Township 
 
The land within Flos Township was first settled after its initial survey in 1822, later than other 
neighboring townships due to the dense forests it contained and the lack of transportation routes. After 
the Penetanguishene Road (now Highway 93) was cut through from Kempenfeldt Bay to Georgian Bay 
by the British government in 1814, the township was opened for settlement, although many preferred 
to inhabit less densely treed areas elsewhere. By 1842, the population of the township was around 200 
inhabitants. The first church in the township was Roman Catholic, constructed along Vespra Townline 
Road just west of the village of Craighurst. The first school was opened along Penetanguishene Road in 
Hillsdale, which bordered Medonte Township. Mid-nineteenth century industry consisted primarily of 
farming and lumbering, where goods were sent primarily via Penetanguishene Road to Barrie, or later by 
rail when the North Simcoe Branch of the Northern Railway was opened in 1879 (Mika and Mika 1981). 
By 1994, Flos and Vespra Township were amalgamated into Springwater Township. 
 
 
Village of Elmvale 
 
The Village of Elmvale was originally called Elm Flats, due to its location on flat land forested with elm 
trees. The village was also referred to as Saurin, after railway construction engineer James Saurin 
Murray, but the more locally accepted name became Elmvale (Mika and Mika 1977:662). The first settler 
in Elmvale was James Harvey, who emigrated from Northern Ireland in 1849. James Harvey’s farm was 
located on the Wye River approximate 1.5 km east of the present village location. In 1850, John Ritchie 
from Scotland settled near the Harvey farm. Other early settlers were William Ritchie, Edward Archer, 
and John McGinnis followed by the families of Strath, Graham, Paterson, Dickey, Drysdale, Lambie, Kerr 
and French. The first store and a post office opened in 1859, followed by a Presbyterian church in 1864. 
The Northern Simcoe Railway was constructed through Elmvale in 1879 (Mika and Mika 1977). 
 
 
 
 



ASI

Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment- Existing Conditions 
North Elmvale Trail Gap 
Township of Springwater, Simcoe County  Page 12 

 

 

North Simcoe Railway 
 
North Simcoe Branch of the Northern Railway was opened in 1879 to connected Penetanguishene 
Harbour on Georgian Bay to the Barrie-Collingwood Railway (later the CN Barrie-Meaford Line) with a 
connection in Colwell near Barrie. The railway originally transported lumber, agricultural goods, and 
passengers to and from Georgian Bay with stops at many settlements on the route, including a station in 
the Village of Elmvale. The railway was abandoned by 1991 and was eventually converted into a 
recreational hiking trail. The portion of the rail line to the north and south of the study area forms part 
of the Trans Canada Trail, a network of recreational trails across Canada over 8000 km in length 

(Canadarail.com 2019; Mika and Mika 1981:40–41; Ontariotrails.com 2019). 
 
 
3.1.4 Review of Historical Mapping 
 
The 1871 Simcoe County Hoggs Map (Hogg 1871)and the 1883 Diocese of Toronto by Rural Deaneries 
Map (Arthur III 1883) were reviewed to determine the potential for the presence of cultural heritage 
resources within the study area from the nineteenth century (Figure 2 and Figure 3).  
 
It should be noted, however, that not all features of interest were mapped systematically in the Ontario 
series of historical atlases, given that they were financed by subscription, and subscribers were given 
preference with regard to the level of detail provided on the maps. Moreover, not every feature of 
interest would have been within the scope of the atlases. In addition, the use of historical map sources 
to reconstruct/predict the location of former features within the modern landscape generally proceeds 
by using common reference points between the various sources. These sources are then geo-referenced 
in order to provide the most accurate determination of the location of any property on historical 
mapping sources of error inherent in such a process, including the vagaries of map production (both 
past and present), the need to resolve differences of scale and resolution, and distortions introduced by 
reproduction of the sources. To a large degree, the significance of such margins of error is dependent on 
the size of the feature one is attempting to plot, the constancy of reference points, the distances 
between them, and the consistency with which both they and the target feature are depicted on the 
period mapping.  
 
Historically, the study area is located on part of Lots 5 and 6, Concession 10 in the former Flos Township 
in the Simcoe County. Details of historical property owners and historical features in the study area are 
listed in Table 2. 
 
 
Table 2: North Elmvale Trail Gap Study Area – Nineteenth-century property owner(s) and historical features(s) 

  1871 Simcoe County Hogg’s Map 1883 Simcoe Lake University of Toronto 

Con 
# 

Lot 
# 

Property  
Owner(s) 

Historical  
Feature(s) 

Property  
Owner(s) 

Historical  
Feature(s) 

10 5 
 
6 
 

J.Volmer 
 
E. Archer 
(northeast 1/4) 

Waterway 
 
Waterway 
 

N/A 
 
N/A 

N/A 
 
N/A 
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According to the maps, the study area was located within a mostly rural agricultural landscape along 
what is now Simcoe County Road 27 between the historical communities of Saurin to the north and 
Elmvale to the south. Simcoe County Road 27 was established by 1871 and is illustrated on nineteenth 
century mapping (Figure 2 and Figure 3). The Village of Elmvale is shown to be of moderate size and 
density to the south of the study area. Saurin is illustrated to the north end of the study area at the 
present-day intersection of Simcoe County Road 27 and Flos Road 11 W/E. No structures were identified 
on either side of Simcoe County Road 27 within the study area. The study area primarily consists of rural 
agricultural lands owned/occupied by J. Volmer to the east of County Road 27 and E. Archer to the west. 
 
In addition to nineteenth-century mapping, historical topographic mapping and an aerial photograph 
from the twentieth century were examined. This report presents maps and photographs from 1950, 
1954, and 1995 (Department of the Interior 1950; University of Toronto 1954; and Department of 
Energy, Mines and Resources 1995) (Figure 4 to Figure 6). These do not represent the full range of maps 
consulted for the purpose of this study but were judged to cover the full range of land uses that 
occurred in the area during each period. 
 
The 1950 NTS map (Figure 4) illustrates Simcoe County Road 27 and County Road 6 in their extant 
alignment and the North Simcoe Railway along its historical alignment within the study area. County 
Road 27 is depicted as a two-lane road with a hard, heavy-duty surface while County Road 6 is depicted 
as a two-lane loose-surface road. The community of Elmvale is established to the south of the study 
area, while the community of Saurin is noted as a small collection of residences at the intersection with 
Flos Road 11. Several residences are illustrated within/adjacent to the study area, including the 
farmhouses (CHR 1 and 2) and residence (CHR 3) identified during field review (Section 3.2.2). The 1954 
aerial photograph (Figure 5) depicts the study area as described in the 1950 mapping, with the rail line 
and County Roads 27 and 6 clearly visible. The study area retains the rural agricultural character as 
describes in earlier mapping, with farmscapes (CHR 1 and 2) and the residence (CHR 3) clearly visible and 
in a similar context as encountered during the field review. Additional residences are visible on County 
Road 6, with additional farms located in the vicinity. The 1995 map shows the development of Elmvale 
to the south of the study area, while the northern portion of the area illustrates an increase of rural 
residences as well as a sewage building was added.  
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Figure 2: The study area overlaid on the 1871 Hogg’s Map of the County of Simcoe  

(Hogg 1871) 
 

 
Figure 3: The study area overlaid on the 1883 Toronto Diocese Map showing Simcoe County  

(Arthur III 1883) 
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Figure 4: The study area overlaid on the 1950 NTS Map   

(Department of the Interior 1950) 
 

 
Figure 5: The study area overlaid on the 1954 Aerial Photograph   

(University of Toronto 1954:445.794) 
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Figure 6: The study area overlaid on the 1995 NTS Map 

(Department of Energy, Mines and Resources 1995) 

3.2 Existing Conditions 
 
3.2.1 Review of Existing Heritage Inventories 
 
In order to make an identification of existing cultural heritage resources within the study area, a number 
of resources were consulted (MTCS 2016). They include: 

 
• The Township of Springwater Heritage Register provides a list of properties which are Listed or 

Designated under Part IV and Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act(Township of Springwater n.d.; 
Township of Springwater 2012);2 

• The inventory of Ontario Heritage Trust easements;3 

• The Ontario Heritage Trust’s Ontario Heritage Plaque Guide, an online, searchable database of 
Ontario Heritage Plaques;4 

• Ontario’s Historical Plaques website;5 

 
2 Reviewed 09 September 2019 (https://www.springwater.ca/en/recreation-and-
culture/resources/Documents/HistoryandHeritage/Register-of-Designated-Properties-of-Cultural-Heritage-Value-
or-Interest.pdf)  
3 Reviewed 09 September 2019 (http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/property-types/easement-
properties) 
4 Reviewed 09 September 2019 (https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/pages/programs/provincial-
plaque-program) 
5 Reviewed 09 September 2019 (www.ontarioplaques.com) 

https://www.springwater.ca/en/recreation-and-culture/resources/Documents/HistoryandHeritage/Register-of-Designated-Properties-of-Cultural-Heritage-Value-or-Interest.pdf
https://www.springwater.ca/en/recreation-and-culture/resources/Documents/HistoryandHeritage/Register-of-Designated-Properties-of-Cultural-Heritage-Value-or-Interest.pdf
https://www.springwater.ca/en/recreation-and-culture/resources/Documents/HistoryandHeritage/Register-of-Designated-Properties-of-Cultural-Heritage-Value-or-Interest.pdf
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/property-types/easement-properties
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/property-types/easement-properties
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/pages/programs/provincial-plaque-program
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/pages/programs/provincial-plaque-program
http://www.ontarioplaques.com/
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• Inventory of known cemeteries/burial sites in the Ontario Ministry of Government and 
Consumer Services and the Ontario Genealogical Society’s online databases;6 

• Parks Canada’s Canada’s Historic Places website: available online, the searchable register 
provides information on historic places recognized for their heritage value at the local, 
provincial, territorial, and national levels;7 

• Parks Canada’s Directory of Federal Heritage Designations, a searchable on-line database that 
identifies National Historic Sites, National Historic Events, National Historic People, Heritage 
Railway Stations, Federal Heritage Buildings, and Heritage Lighthouses;8 

• Canadian Heritage River System. The Canadian Heritage River System is a national river 
conservation program that promotes, protects and enhances the best examples of Canada’s 
river heritage;9 and, 

• United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage 
Sites.10 

 
In addition, the following stakeholders were contacted to gather information on potential cultural 
heritage resources, active and inactive cemeteries, and areas of identified Indigenous interest within 
and/or adjacent to the study area: 

 

• The Township of Springwater Planning and Development department and Sasha Helmkay, 
Deputy Clerk for the History and Heritage department were contacted (Springwater interior 
email system 09 September 2019). A response confirmed that there are no municipal 
designated or listed heritage properties within the study area.   

• The Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (email communication 06 September 2019). A 
response confirmed that there are no Provincial Heritage Properties within the study area.11 

• The Ontario Heritage Trust (email communications 06 September 2019). A response indicated 
that there are no conservation easements or Trust-owned properties within or adjacent to the 
study area. 
 

Based on the review of available municipal, provincial, and federal data, there are no identified 
resources within and/or adjacent to the North Elmvale Trail Gap study area.  
 
 
3.2.2 North Elmvale Trail Gap Study Area– Field Review 
 
The North Elmvale Trail Gap study area is located north of the community of Elmvale, centred on Simcoe 
County Road 27 between Flos Road 10 to the south and Flos Road 11 in the community of Saurin to the 
north. County Road 27 serves as the boundary in terms of street naming, with Flos Roads 10 and 11 
West on the west of County Road 27, and Flos Roads 10 and 11 East on the east. The study area is 
comprised primarily of farms along Simcoe County Road 27 and rural residential properties on County 

 
6 Reviewed 09 September 2019 (http://vitacollections.ca/ogscollections/2818487/data?grd=3186 and 
https://www.consumerbeware.mgs.gov.on.ca/esearch/cemeterySearch.do?eformsId=0) 
7 Reviewed 09 September 2019 (http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/pages/about-apropos.aspx) 
8 Reviewed 09 Septmeber 2019 (http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/dfhd/search-recherche_eng.aspx) 
9 Reviewed 09 September 2019 (http://chrs.ca/the-rivers/) 
10 Reviewed 09 September 2019 (http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/) 
11 Contacted 6 September 2019 at registrar@ontario.ca. 

http://vitacollections.ca/ogscollections/2818487/data?grd=3186
https://www.consumerbeware.mgs.gov.on.ca/esearch/cemeterySearch.do?eformsId=0
http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/pages/about-apropos.aspx
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/dfhd/search-recherche_eng.aspx
http://chrs.ca/the-rivers/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/
mailto:registrar@ontario.ca
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Road 6 in the Township of Springwater. Photographic plates (Plates 1-16) are provided below, while 
study area mapping with project design options located in Section 8.0. 
 
The southern portion of the study area extends from the existing Trans Canada Trail eastward along Flos 
Road 10 West for approximately 195 m to the intersection of County Road 27. The study area features 
wooded areas associated with the Trans Canada Trail to the south of Flos Road 10 West, and a 
farmscape to the north. The study area is centered on County Road 27 and includes a small portion of 
County Road 6. The northern portion of the study area terminates at the intersection of County Road 27 
and Flos Road 11 East. 
 
Option 1 starts at the existing end of the Trans Canada Trail and extends northeast through the former 
North Simcoe Railway alignment for approximately 475 m until it intersects with the west limit of the 
County Road 27 right-of-way. Option 1 continues north within the County Road 27 ROW adjacent to 
agricultural fields and a small wooded area until it connects with the existing Trans Canada Trail 
approximately 135 m north of the intersection of County Road 27 and County Road 6. At the time of 
report submission, Option 1 had been selected as the preferred solution being carried over as part of 
the EA (Ainley Group email communication 24 December 2019). 
 
Option 2 starts at the existing end of the Trans Canada Trail and extends northeast through agricultural 
areas for approximately 520 m until it intersects with the west limit of the County Road 27 right-of-way. 
Option 2 continues north within the County Road 27 ROW adjacent to agricultural fields and a small 
wooded area until it connects with the existing Trans Canada Trail approximately 135 m north of the 
intersection of County Road 27 and County Road 6. 
 
Options 3 and 5 start at the existing end of the Trans Canada Trail at Flos Road 10 West and extend 
approximately 195 m east to the intersection with County Road 27. Options 3 and 5 continue north on 
the west limit of the County Road 27 ROW and connect to the existing Trans Canada Trail approximately 
135 m north of the intersection of County Road 27 and County Road 6. Option 3 utilizes an existing 
crossing over the Wye River approximately 145 m north of Flos Road 10, while Option 5 involves the 
reconstruction of the Wye River Bridge. 
 
Option 4 starts at the existing end of the Trans Canada Trail at Flos Road 10 West and extends 
approximately 195 m east to the intersection with County Road 27. Option 4 crosses to the east side of 
County Road 27, then continues north on the east limit of the roadway until the intersection with Flos 
Road 11 East. Option 4 crosses County Road 27 westward to the south of Flos Road 11 where it 
intersects with the existing Trans Canada Trail. 
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Plate 1: North limit of the existing North Simcoe Rail 
Trail to the south of Flos Road 10 West, looking south.  
 

Plate 2: Portion of former North Simcoe Railway 
alignment, now private property, looking north from 
Flos Road 10 West. 
 

  
Plate 3: Flos Road 10 West, looking east from the 
North Simcoe Rail Trial towards County Road 27.  
 

Plate 4: Active agricultural field north of Flos Road 10 
West in the south portion of the study area, looking 
northeast. 
 

  
Plate 5: County Road 27, looking north from Flos Road 
10 East. 
 

Plate 6: Wye River Bridge carrying County Road 27 
over the Wye River, looking north. 
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Plate 7: East elevation of the Wye River Bridge, 
looking west.  
 

Plate 8: County Road 27 in the central portion of the 
study area, looking north. 

  
Plate 9: Former alignment of the North Simcoe 
Railway, looking southwest from County Road 27.  
 

Plate 10: Intersection of County Road 27 (at right) and 
County Road 6 (at left), looking north. 

  
Plate 11: North limit of the study area at the 
intersection of County Road 27 and Flos Road 11 
West, looking south.  
 

Plate 12: Flos Road 11 West, looking west from County 
Road 27. 
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Plate 13: Portion of the existing North Simcoe Rail 
Trail to the south of Flos Road 11 West, looking south.  
 

Plate 14: Commemorative sign on the existing North 
Simcoe Rail Trail south of Flos Road 11 West. 
 

  
Plate 15: North limit of the study area at the 
intersection of County Road 6 and Flos Road 11 West, 
looking southwest. 
 

Plate 16: Residences on County Road 6, looking 
northeast. 
 

 
3.2.3 North Elmvale Trail Gap Study Area– Identified Cultural Heritage Resources 
 

Based on the results of the background research and field review, three cultural heritage resources 
(CHR) were identified within and/or adjacent to the North Elmvale Trail Gap study area (see Figure 8). 
The cultural heritage resources include two farmscapes (CHR 1 and 2) one residence (CHR 3) (Table 3). A 
detailed inventory of these cultural heritage resources within and/or adjacent to the study area are 
presented in Section 7.0 and mapping of these features is provided in Section 8.0 of this report 
 
Table 3: Summary of cultural heritage resources (CHR) in the study area 

Feature Location Type Recognition 

CHR 1 15513 County Road 27 Farmscape Identified during field review 

CHR 2 1832 County Road 6 Farmscape Identified during field review 
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Feature Location Type Recognition 

CHR 3 1697 County Road 6 Residence Identified during field review 

 
 
3.3 Screening for Potential Impacts 
 
To assess the potential impacts of the undertaking, identified cultural heritage resources are considered 
against a range of possible impacts as outlined in the document entitled Ontario Heritage Tool Kit (MTC 
2006) which include: 
 

• Destruction of any, or part of any, significant heritage attributes or features; 
• Alteration that is not sympathetic, or is incompatible, with the historic fabric and appearance; 
• Shadows created that alter the appearance of a heritage attribute or change the viability of a 

natural feature or plantings, such as a garden; 
• Isolation of a heritage attribute from its surrounding environment, context or a significant 

relationship; 
• Direct or indirect obstruction of significant views or vistas within, from, or of built and natural 

features; 
• A change in land use such as rezoning a battlefield from open space to residential use, allowing 

new development or site alteration to fill in the formerly open spaces; 
• Land disturbances such as a change in grade that alters soils, and drainage patterns that 

adversely affect an archaeological resource. 
 
Several additional factors are also considered when evaluating potential impacts on identified cultural 
heritage resources. These are outlined in a document set out by the Ministry of Culture and 
Communications (now Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport) and the Ministry of the Environment 
entitled Guideline for Preparing the Cultural Heritage Resource Component of Environmental 
Assessments (October 1992) and include: 
 

• Magnitude: the amount of physical alteration or destruction which can be expected; 

• Severity: the irreversibility or reversibility of an impact; 

• Duration: the length of time an adverse impact persists; 

• Frequency: the number of times an impact can be expected; 

• Range: the spatial distribution, widespread or site specific, of an adverse impact; and 

• Diversity: the number of different kinds of activities to affect a heritage resource. 
 

For the purposes of evaluating potential impacts of development and site alteration, MTC (2010) defines 
“adjacent” as: “contiguous properties as well as properties that are separated from a heritage property 
by narrow strip of land used as a public or private road, highway, street, lane, trail, right-of-way, 
walkway, green space, park, and/or easement or as otherwise defined in the municipal official plan.” 
 
Once a preferred solution for the North Elmvale Trail Gap Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
study area has been identified, the cultural heritage resources identified within and adjacent to the 
study area will be further evaluated against the above criteria and a summary of impact screening 



ASI

Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment- Existing Conditions 
North Elmvale Trail Gap 
Township of Springwater, Simcoe County Page 23 

results will be provided. Various works associated with infrastructure improvements have the potential 
to affect cultural heritage resources in a variety of ways, and as such, appropriate mitigation measures 
for the undertaking need to be considered. 

Where any above-ground cultural heritage resources which may be affected by direct or indirect 
impacts are identified, appropriate mitigation measures should be developed. This may include 
completing a heritage impact assessment or documentation report, or employing suitable measures 
such as landscaping, buffering or other forms of mitigation, where appropriate. In this regard, provincial 
guidelines should be consulted for advice and further heritage assessment work should be undertaken 
as necessary. 

4.0 CONCLUSIONS 

The results of background historical research and a review of secondary source material, including 
historical mapping, revealed a study area with a rural land use history dating to the early nineteenth 
century. A review of federal registers and municipal and provincial inventories revealed that there are 
no previously identified features of cultural heritage value within the North Elmvale Trail Gap study 
area. An additional three resources were identified during the field review. 

Key Findings 

• A field review of the study area confirmed that there are three potential cultural heritage
resources consisting of one built heritage resource (BHR) and two cultural heritage landscapes
(CHLs) within or immediately adjacent to the study area;

• The identified cultural heritage resources include: two farmscapes (CHR 1 and 2) and one
residence (CHR 3);

• The identified potential cultural heritage resources are historically and contextually associated
with late-nineteenth century land use patterns in the former Township of Flos.

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The background research, data collection, and field review conducted for the study area determined 
that there are three potential cultural heritage resources located within or adjacent to the North 
Elmvale Trail Gap Municipal Class Environmental Assessment study area. Based on the results of the 
assessment, the following recommendations have been developed:  

1. Construction activities and staging should be suitably planned and undertaken to avoid
impacts to identified cultural heritage resources.

2. Once detailed designs of the proposed work are available, this report will be updated with a
confirmation of impacts of the undertaking on the cultural heritage resources identified
within and/or adjacent to the study area and will recommend appropriate mitigation
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measures. Mitigation measures may include, but are not limited to, completing a property-
specific heritage impact assessment or documentation report, or employing suitable 
measures such as landscaping, buffering or other forms of mitigation, where appropriate. In 
this regard, provincial guidelines should be consulted for advice and further heritage 
assessment work should be undertaken as necessary.  

3. Should future work require an expansion of the study area then a qualified heritage
consultant should be contacted in order to confirm the impacts of the proposed work on
potential heritage resources.
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7.0 CULTURAL HERITAGE RESOURCE INVENTORY 
 
Table 4: Inventory of cultural heritage resources (CHR) in the study area 

Resource Address/Location Type Recognition Description  Photos 

CHR 1 15513 County 
Road 27 

Farmscape Identified during 
field review 

Historical: 
-Farm owned/occupied by J. Volmer in 1871 (Figure 2)  
-Structure present in same location on 1950 mapping (Figure 3) and established farmstead visible in 1954 
aerial photograph (Figure 4). 
 
Physical/Design: 
-One-and-a-half storey red brick residence with intersecting gable roof. 
-West elevation features second floor balconette above the main entrance, covered verandah, and 
decorative fretwork. 
-Farmscape also features a nineteenth-century vertical board-clad barn with a gable roof and stone 
fieldstone foundations, a twentieth century barn, and a long tree-lined entrance drive leading from County 
Road 27. 
 
Context: 
-Located on the east side of County Road 27, a historically surveyed roadway. 
-Reflects nineteenth-century rural agricultural settlement practices in the former Township of Flos. 
 

 
West elevation of the farmhouse at 15513 County Road 27 
 

 
Barns and long tree-lined entrance drive of farmscape at 15513 County Road 27 
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Resource Address/Location Type Recognition Description  Photos 

CHR 2 1832 County 
Road 6 

Farmscape Identified during 
field review 

Historical: 
-Vicinity depicted in a settled agricultural context in nineteenth-century mapping. 
-Structure depicting in this location in 1950 NTS map 
 
Physical/Design: 
-Farmscape features intact nineteenth century structures, circulation routes, and mature trees in an active 
agricultural context. 
-Large vertical board-clad barn with gable roof and fieldstone foundations. 
-Small fieldstone structure adjacent to the south elevation of the barn. 
-Twentieth-century residence on property. 
 
Context: 
-Located on the west side of County Road 6, an early transportation route. 
-Reflects nineteenth-century rural agricultural settlement practices in the former Township of Flos. 
 
 

 
South elevations of structures at 1832 County Road 6 
 

 
South elevations of wooden board barn with fieldstone foundation (in 
background) and small fieldstone structure (in foreground).  
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Resource Address/Location Type Recognition Description  Photos 

CHR 3 1697 County 
Road 6 

Residence Identified during 
field review 

Historical: 
-Structure present in this location on 1950 mapping. 
 
Physical/Design: 
-Residence is a one-and-a-half story red brick structure with centre gable roof. 
-Centre gable features an arched window. 
-West elevation features covered verandah with decorative railing. 
 
Context: 
-Located at the intersection of County Road 6 and Flow Road 11 West, both early transportation routes in 
the area. 
-Reflects late nineteenth-century settlement practices in the former Township of Flos. 
 
 

 
West elevation of the residence at 1697 County Road 6, looking east. 
 

 
West and south elevations of the residence at 1697 County Road 6, looking 
northeast. 
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8.0 CULTURAL HERITAGE RESOURCE MAPPING 
 

 

 
Figure 7: Location of potential Cultural Heritage Resources in the North Elmvale Trail Gap study area 
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North Elmvale Trail Gap 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Notice of Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 

 
Background 

The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that connects the municipalities of Barrie, Oro-Medonte, Orillia, 
Severn, Tay, Midland, Penetanguishene, Tiny and Springwater. The Simcoe County Loop Trail follows a large part of 
the Trans Canada Trail. Within the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail network, there is an 1,100m gap 
between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West and the northern trail terminus approximately 130m north of 
the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection.  
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans 
Canada Trail. The project area is located within the Township of Springwater, directly north of Elmvale, as illustrated 
on the study area map. This project will follow a Schedule ‘B’ planning process in accordance with the Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Oct. 2000, as amended 2007, 2011 & 2015). 
 

 
Public Information Centre 
A Public Information Centre (PIC) has been 
scheduled to introduce the project and to allow all 
interested parties an opportunity to review the 
alternatives developed for the trail connection and to 
discuss the project with the study team. The PIC has 
been scheduled as follows: 

 
Date:        November 7, 2019 
 
Time:        4:00pm – 7:00pm 
 
Location:  Elmvale Community Hall 

33 Queen St W, Elmvale, ON  
L0L 1P0 

 
Comments 
Public engagement and input is an integral part of 
this process. Comments on the information 
presented at the PIC will be received until 
November 21, 2019. If you are unable to attend the 
PIC, presentation material will be available on the 
County of Simcoe’s website at www.simcoe.ca after 
November 7, 2019. Information will be collected in 
accordance with the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the 
exception of personal information, all comments 
submitted will become part of the public record.    
 
To obtain additional information or to provide input, please contact either of the following members of the study team: 

 
Mr. Brian Wickenheiser, P. Eng., P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 

Ainley Group 
550 Welham Drive 

Barrie, Ontario L4N 8Z7 
  E-mail:  Wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com 

 

 
Ms. Julie Scruton, P.Eng. 

Manager, Transportation Construction 
County of Simcoe 
1110 Highway 26 

Midhurst, Ontario L9X 1N6 
E-mail: Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca 

 

 
This Notice first issued on October 17, 2019. 
 

Study Area 

http://www.simcoe.ca/
mailto:Wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com
mailto:Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca
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MIDHURST 
PHARMACY 

 Let’s Talk About…  
 The Best Way to Take Medications 
With Pharmacist Owners Jenna Lougheed and Carolyn Glover     
      As pharmacists, we advise patients which medications can be taken together and 
which should be taken apart from other medications or vitamins. Often patients ask what 
the best way to take their medications is. The best answer is to take them consistently. 
Medications don’t work if patients don’t take them, but this isn’t always easy… 
1. Are you resistant to treating your condition, or maybe you stop taking your medication 
when you feel better, or maybe you have a side effect? 
2. Do you feel like you are taking too many medications at different times of the day or 
you are forgetting to take them? 
3. Are you finding that you are running out of your medications, having to visit the 
pharmacy often then finding out there are no refills remaining and you have to make an 
appointment with your provider before you can get more? 
   
At Midhurst Pharmasave, we can help you find strategies to optimize your medication 
adherence so that you can achieve your best health! Speak with us today. 
 

94 Finlay Mill Rd, Midhurst ON 
705.503.7333  | Mon-Fri 9-9 Sat 9-5 Sun 10-5 

 

study of measles in United States.
Throughout the world, you can find conflicting numbers. 

One place says 745,000 per year while at another website, 
it says 145,000 in the year 2014. Another website tells us 
that in 1980, 2.6 Million people died, in 1990 545,000 
dies and in 2014, 73,000 died. at another, it ells us that in 
2008, 164,000 died. So keep looking for consistency and 
you’ll find that in 2017, the deceased numbered less than 
100,000.
The moral is that measles have not been eradicated around 

the world but in our modern countries, death from measles 
is essentially nonexistent.

We went to the First Honey Bee Festival which 
appropriately, was in Honey Harbour in the Township of 
Georgian Bay whose population is 2500. and they have 
4700 private dwellings. Honey Harbour is obviously very 
tourist related.

Although the Honey Bee 
Festival was not large, they were 
having a great time. 
A two piece band was playing 

on the stage. 
In the church hall there was an 

art show.
There were maybe 25 booths 

and vendors with  many different 
wares, many to do with the honey 
bee.
One that had honey also had 

b o u r b o n 
f l a v o u r e d 
Maple Syrup. 
They went 
down to 
New York I 
was told to 
a bourbon 
brewery and 
got some of 
the wooden 
barrels that 
the bourbon 
had sat in as 

North Elmvale Trail Gap
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment

Notice of Commencement and Public Information Centre 

Background
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that connects the municipalities of Barrie, Oro-Medonte, Orillia, 
Severn, Tay, Midland, Penetanguishene, Tiny and Springwater. The Simcoe County Loop Trail follows a large part of 
the Trans Canada Trail. Within the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail network, there is an 1,100m gap 
between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West and the northern trail terminus approximately 130m north of 
the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans 
Canada Trail. The project area is located within the Township of Springwater, directly north of Elmvale, as illustrated 
on the study area map. This project will follow a Schedule ‘B’ planning process in accordance with the Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Oct. 2000, as amended 2007, 2011 & 2015).

Public Information Centre
A Public Information Centre (PIC) has been 
scheduled to introduce the project and to allow all 
interested parties an opportunity to review the 
alternatives developed for the trail connection and to 
discuss the project with the study team. The PIC has 
been scheduled as follows:

Date:        November 7, 2019
Time: 4:00pm – 7:00pm
Location: Elmvale Community Hall

33 Queen St W, Elmvale, ON 
L0L 1P0

Comments
Public engagement and input is an integral part of
this process. Comments on the information 
presented at the PIC will be received until 
November 21, 2019. If you are unable to attend the 
PIC, presentation material will be available on the 
County of Simcoe’s website at www.simcoe.ca after 
November 7, 2019. Information will be collected in 
accordance with the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the 
exception of personal information, all comments 
submitted will become part of the public record.   

To obtain additional information or to provide input, please contact either of the following members of the study team:

Mr. Brian Wickenheiser, P. Eng., P.E.
Bridges and Structures Group Lead

Ainley Group
550 Welham Drive

Barrie, Ontario L4N 8Z7
E-mail:  Wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com

Ms. Julie Scruton, P.Eng.
Manager, Transportation Construction

County of Simcoe
1110 Highway 26

Midhurst, Ontario L9X 1N6
E-mail: Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca

This Notice first issued on October 17, 2019.

Study Area

In the last paper, I wrote something about an American 
study that said no one had died of measles for ions and 
ions. It may not have been clear that this was an American 

it matured. They brought them home and immediately 
filled them with fresh Maple Syrup. Five months later - 
two weeks before the Honey Bee Festival, they bottled the 
product in various sized containers, one which we could 
use as a taster, I won’t suggest that there is any alcohol in 
the product but it has a distinctive taste.
Although it was new to me, I found that people have been 

flavouring the syrup for years with no end of items i.e. 
dry herbs, hay, silage, mushrooms. wheat, oats, rye, peach 
and other fruits, almonds and other nuts, butter, cream, 
milk, flowers, honey, cloves, cinnamon and one of  most 
people’s favourite, black licorice.
If you like Maple Syrup, did you know there was an 

etiquette way of tasting it? Read on...
The tasting method for maple syrup is quite similar to 

wine.  We recommend the 5 “S” technique: See, Swirl, 
Smell, Sip, Savor.
1.    Take a look at the maple syrup, is it brown, yellow 

with a touch of gold?  Move the glass to a certain angle 
and asses the viscosity and the difference in the colors.
2.    Swirl the maple syrup gently in the glass, this will 

allow all the aroma and bouquet to blend and rise in the 
glass.
3.    Smell the maple syrup, try to identify the most 

dominant flavors.  Don’t be afraid to stick your nose in 
your glass, that’s where the bouquet is most potent!
4.    Take a small sip of maple syrup.
5.    Savor the maple syrup, the dominant flavor should 

still be identifiable but you now can distinguish some 
minor aroma as well. 
But more importantly than all these steps, enjoy, have fun 

tasting it and share with your friends!

My comments are a little abbreviated Charles!. I wanted 
to mention that Cannabis costs $11.50 through our 
governmental stores but it sells for half that on the black 
market.
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The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that connects the municipalities of Barrie, Oro-Medonte, Orillia, 
Severn, Tay, Midland, Penetanguishene, Tiny and Springwater. The Simcoe County Loop Trail follows a large part of 
the Trans Canada Trail. Within the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail network, there is an 1,100m gap 
between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West and the northern trail terminus approximately 130m north of 
the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 

The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans 
Canada Trail. The project area is located within the Township of Springwater, directly north of Elmvale, as illustrated 
on the study area map. This project will follow a Schedule ‘B’ planning process in accordance with the Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Oct. 2000, as amended 2007, 2011 & 2015).

A Public Information Centre (PIC) has been 
scheduled to introduce the project and to allow all 
interested parties an opportunity to review the 
alternatives developed for the trail connection and to 
discuss the project with the study team. The PIC has 
been scheduled as follows:

        November 7, 2019

4:00pm – 7:00pm

Elmvale Community Hall
33 Queen St W, Elmvale, ON 
L0L 1P0

Public engagement and input is an integral part of
this process. Comments on the information 
presented at the PIC will be received until 

. If you are unable to attend the 
PIC, presentation material will be available on the 
County of Simcoe’s website at www.simcoe.ca after 
November 7, 2019. Information will be collected in 
accordance with the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the 
exception of personal information, all comments 
submitted will become part of the public record.   

To obtain additional information or to provide input, please contact either of the following members of the study team:

Mr. Brian Wickenheiser, P. Eng., P.E.
Bridges and Structures Group Lead

Ainley Group
550 Welham Drive

Barrie, Ontario L4N 8Z7
E-mail:  Wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com

Ms. Julie Scruton, P.Eng.
Manager, Transportation Construction

County of Simcoe
1110 Highway 26

Midhurst, Ontario L9X 1N6
E-mail: Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca

This Notice first issued on October 17, 2019.

Georgian Bay General Hospital (GBGH) launched its annual 

patients, themselves, their loved ones and their colleagues.
To make receiving their immunization as convenient as possible, 

GBGH’s OHS team is visiting departments and running clinics to 

“Flu season is a challenging time of year for hospitals as patient 

GBGH. “This fall we’re already seeing patient volumes well over the 

the need for hospital beds will become even greater. To help ease 

to be immunized, but asking the public to consider doing the same. 
Vaccination has a 
positive impact on 

in the community, 
and therefore in 
our Emergency 
department and 
throughout the 
hospital.”  
All GBGH patients 

will be screened 
for symptoms 

upon arriving at 
the Emergency 
department (ED) 

or at registration as part of enhanced safety precautions during 

required to wear a mask and be isolated when possible. GBGH’s 
new ED includes an isolation waiting room which will be utilized 
for these patients. 
The public is asked to not visit the hospital if they are experiencing 

fever, chills and sweats, headache, and muscle and joint pain. All 
visitors should practice hand hygiene on arrival and exiting the 
hospital to minimize virus transmission throughout the year and 

Cutline: Gail Hunt, president and CEO of Georgian Bay General 
Hospital (GBGH) and Nicole Kraftscik, executive director of the 
GBGH Foundation, each did their part to protect patients by 

(from left) – Gail Hunt; Lana Whittaker, RN, Occupational Health 
& Safety (OHS); Nicole Kraftscik; and Judy Schell, manager, OHS.

My husband and I 
love our neighborhood, 
but our home is really 
dated and too small for 
our growing family.  
We have been with the 
same bank for 12 years 
and recently tried to 

to consolidate debt and take out funds 
to start our reno.  I was shocked by the 
penalty that my bank planned to charge 
us.  It was $12,869.  How can a bank 
charge this to an existing customer who 
is taking more money?  I want to do my 
renovation, but not if it is going to cost 
me over $12,000 just to get the money!  
Any suggestions?
Debbie, (Want My Reno !!)
Dear Reno Girl!
Banks these days are not in the mood 

to “buy business” like they used to years 
ago.  Today, because interest rates have 
been at record lows for almost ten years, 
lenders will charge for all fees, refusing 
to absorb any extra costs.  Appraisal 
fees, title charges, and penalties are 
no longer waived regardless of how 
long you have been a valued customer.  
Penalties to break a mortgage, whether it 

on a standard format that all lenders are 
mandated to use.  For variable loans, 
they will charge a three-month interest 

the penalty could be much higher.  

calculation which measures how long 
you have been in your term, the discount 
you were provided compared to the rate 
for a similar term today, multiplied by 
the outstanding balance you now owe.  
Needless to say, Canadians wanting to 

to in the past, are now getting sticker 
shock.  
The best solution would be to keep 

but move it into a Collateral Charge.  All 
Canadian Banks now have some form 
of this product, originally only available 
to high net worth clients in Private 
Banking.  Basically, a Collateral Charge 
can be placed for the full 100% value of 

of borrowing more funds if needed in the 
future.  Considered to be a life-time open 
lending tool, clients can have multiple 
loan segments under their plan, which 
can be easily manipulated.  Most CC’s 
will allow for 5-10 loan segments of 

become one, allowing you access to 
additional funds without modifying your 
existing loan.  Another option could be 
to use a HELOC or Home Equity Line 
of Credit.  The HELOC provides clients 
with a mortgage segment and a line of 
credit portion that utilizes the equity 
built up in your home.  The CC would 
be my product of choice and is very 
similar to a HELOC, however it allows 
for more division of equity and a better 
future platform for estate planning.  An 
appraisal and title cost would apply, but 
these are small compared to a break fee 
on your mortgage.  Appraisals typically 
cost $300 and title will cost about $500.  
Because a CC is considered the Bank’s 
premium lending product, you will need 
to have very good credit to qualify.  
Having a long customer relationship 
with your bank will also help with your 
approval.  I would suggest setting up 
a “Reno-Loan Segment” in your CC, 
where you are now free to negotiate 
separate rates and terms with your 
banker.   
Good Luck and Best Wishes,  Money 

Lady
Written by Christine Ibbotson, Author 

of “How to Retire Debt Free and 
Wealthy”  Follow on Facebook & 

Instagram
If you have a money question, 

please email on website at:   www.
askthemoneylady.ca
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Title First Last Title Company Address 1 Address 2 Town PC Telephone Email
Provincial  & Federal Agencies

Ms. Chunmei Liu

Environmental Resource Planner & EA 
Coordinator - Air, Pesticides and 
Environmental Planner (Barrie, Orillia & 
County of Simcoe)

Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 5775 Yonge Street 8th Floor North York, ON M2M 4J1 416-326-4886 chunmei.liu@ontario.ca

Ms. Cindy Hood District Manager Barrie District Office
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 54 Cedar Point Drive Unit 1201 Barrie, ON L4N 5R7 705-739-6436 cindy.hood@ontario.ca

Environmental Assessment and 
Permissions Branch

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks 135 St. Clair Avenue West 1st Floor Toronto, ON M4V 1P5 eanotification.cregion@ontario.ca

Mr. Shawn Carey District Manager Midhurst District
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 2284 Nursery Road Midhurst, ON L0L 1X0 705-725-7561 shawn.carey@ontario.ca

Mr. Calvin Curtis Regional Director Ministry of Transportation, Central Region 159 Sir William Hearst Ave. Downsview, ON M3M 0B7 416-235-5400 calvin.curtis@ontario.ca 

Ms. Karla Barboza Team Lead Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 401 Bay Street Suite 1700 Toronto, ON   M7A 0A7 (416) 314-7120 karla.barboza@ontario.ca

Ms. Jocelyn Beatty Rural Planner Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs 519-846-3405 jocelyn.beatty@ontario.ca

Ms. Maya Harris Manager, Community Planning & 
Development Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 777 Bay Street 13th Floor Toronto, ON M5G 2E5 416-585-6063 maya.harris@ontario.ca

Ms. Sheila Allan Senior Environmental Assessment Officer Environment Canada 867 Lakeshore Road P.O. Box 5050 Burlington, ON  L7R 4AR (905) 336-4948 sheila.allan@ec.gc.ca

Fish Habitat 
Biologist Department of Fisheries and Ocean 867 Lakeshore Road P.O. Box 5050 Burlington, ON L7S 1A1 905-336-4999 info@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Mr. Rob Dobos Manager, Environmental Assessment 
Section

Environment Canada - Environmental Protection 
Operations Division - Ontario Region 867 Lakeshore Road P.O. Box 5050 Burlington, ON L7R 4A6 905-336-4953 rob.dobos@canada.ca

Mr. Chris Gauer Executive Vice President
Major Projects, Roads & Transit Infrastructure Ontario 777 Bay Street 6th Floor, Suite 602 Toronto, ON M5G 2C8 416-327-8037 Chris.Gauer@infrastructureontario.ca

Local Government, Adjacent Municipalities & Other Agencies

Mr. Dave Parks Director, Planning, Development & Transit County of Simcoe 1110 Highway 26 West Midhurst, ON L0L 1X0 705-726-9300  david.parks@simcoe.ca

Ms. Colleen Simpson Manager, 911 & Emergency Planning County of Simcoe 1110 Highway 26 West Midhurst, ON L9X 1N6 colleen.simpson@simcoe.ca

Mr. Allan Greenwood Director, Public Affairs County of Simcoe 1110 Highway 26 West Midhurst, ON L9X 1N6 allan.greenwood@simcoe.ca

Ms. Debbie Korolnek General Manager of Engineering, Planning 
and Environment County of Simcoe 1110 Highway 26 West Midhurst, ON L9X 1N6 Deborah.korolnek@simcoe.ca

Mr. Micheal Bender Chair Board of Directors Trans Canada Trail Ontario mbender@tcto.ca

Mr. Mathieu Roy Vice-President, Trail Development and 
Management Trans Canada Trail Ontario MRoy@tctrail.ca

Ms. Lee Bull Manager, Planning Services Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority John Hix Conservation 
Administration Centre 8195 8th Line Utopia, ON L0M 1T0

Mr. Chris Hibberd Director, Watershed Management 
Services Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 8195 8th Line Utopia, ON  L0M 1T0 705-424-1479

Mr. Jeff Schmidt CAO Township of Springwater 2231 Nursery Road Minesing, ON  L9X 1A8 705-728-4784

Mr. Michael Prowse CAO City of Barrie Deborah.Ferrier@barrie.ca

Ms. Gayle Jackson CAO City of Orillia 50 Andrew Street South Suite 300 Orillia, ON L3V 7T5 705-329-7232

Mr. Doug Luker CAO Township of Tiny 130 Balm Beach Road West Tiny, ON L0L 2J0 (705)526-4204

Mr. John  Skorobohacz CAO Town of Midland 575 Dominion Avenue Midland, ON L4R 1R2 705-526-4275

Mr. Jeff Lees CAO The Corporation of the Town of Penetanguishene 10 Robert Street West P.O. Box 5009 Penetanguishene, ON L9M 2G2 705-549-7453

Mr. Robin Dunn CAO Township of Oro-Madonte 148 Line 7 South Oro-Medonte, ON L0L2E0 (705) 487-2171 

Mr. Robert Lamb CAO Township of Tay 450 Park Street P.O. Bpx 100 Victoria Harbour, ON L0K 2A0 705-534-7248 x222

Ms. Vivian Chan Planning Officer Simcoe County District School Board 1170 Highway 26 Midhurst, ON L0L 1X0 705-728-7570 
ext. 11311 vchan@scdsb.on.ca

Ms. Bonnie Branch Transportation Coordinator Simcoe County Student Transportation Consortium 64 Cedar Pointe Drive Unit 1403 Barrie, ON L4N 5R7 705-733-8965 info@scstc.ca

Ms. Jennifer Sharpe Manager of Planning and Properties Simcoe Muskoka District Catholic School Board 46 Alliance Blvd. Barrie, ON  L4M 5K3 705-722-3559 jsharpe@smcdsb.on.ca

mailto:%20chunmei.liu@ontario.ca
mailto:%20shawn.carey@ontario.ca
mailto:%20carol.neumann@ontario.ca
mailto:%20tim.haldenby@ontario.ca
mailto:dave.parks@simcoe.ca
mailto:hspacek@scdsb.on.ca
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Title First Last Title Company Address 1 Address 2 Town PC Telephone Email

Mr. Miguel Ladouceur Director of Building, Maintenance and 
Planning Conseil Scolaire Viamonde 116 Cornelius Parkway Toronto, ON M6L 2K5 1-416-614-5917 ladouceurm@csviamonde.ca

Mr. Earl Elliott President Simcoe County Historical Association P.O. Box 144 Barrie, ON L4M 4S9 705-796-7649 earl.elliott@rogers.com

Mr. JC Gilbert Deputy Chief Operations County of Simcoe Paramedic Services 1110 Highway 26 Midhurst, ON L0L 1X0  705-726-9300 jc.gilbert@simcoe.ca

Mr. Ian Gavet Fire Chief Springwater Fire and Emergency Services 2231 Nursery Road Minesing, ON  L9X 1A8 705-728-4784 x2016

Springwater Detachment Commander Ontario Provincial Police P.O. Box 140 1000 River Road West Wasaga Beach, ON L0L 2P0 705 792-0306

Att: Office Manager Barrie District Chamber of Commerce 121 Commerce Park Drive, Unit A Barrie, ON  L4N 8X1 (705) 721-5000 admin@barriechamber.com

Mr. Mike Farr Director, Fleet and Trails Ontario Federation of Snomobile Clubs mfarr@ofsc.on.ca

Att: President Mid Ontario Snowmobile Trails OFSC District 8 PO Box 464 Victoria Harbour, ON L0K 2A0 (705) 534-0097 info@most.on.ca

Ministry of Indigenous Affairs 160 Bloor St. East 4th Floor Toronto, ON M7A 2E6 416-326-4757 maa.ea.review@ontario.ca

(CIRNAC (formerly INAC) not contacted for this project as project is not on Aboriginal lands)
Crown Indegenous Relations and Northern Affairs 
Canada   (formerly Indigenous & Northern Affairs 
Canada )

25 St. Clair Avenue East 8th Floor Toronto, ON M4T 1M2 1-800-567-9604

Mr. Brian Tucker Manager of Way of Life Framework The Metis Nation of Ontario 500 Old St. Patrick St. Unit 3 Ottawa, ON K1N 9G4 807-274-1386 (direct)
613-798-1488 (Secretary)

briant@metisnation.org  
& copy to consultation@metisnation.org 

Mr. Tony Muscat President Interim Moon River Metis Council B26360 Cedarhurst Beach Road R.R. 1 Beaverton, ON L0K 1A0 705-426-1381 tonymuscat@rogers.com 

Mr. Dave Dusome President Georgian Bay Metis Council 355 Cranston Crescent P.O. Box 4 Midland, ON L4R 4K6 705-526-6335 gbmccontact@gmail.com  

Ms. Lynette Davis  Director of Operations Metis National Council 4-340 MacLaren Street Ottawa, ON K2P 0M6 613-232-3216

Ms. Karry Sandy-Mackenzie Williams Treaty First Nations Claims Coordinator 8 Creswick Court Barrie, ON L4M 2J7  k.a.sandy-mckenzie@rogers.com

Ms. Joselyn Keeshig Manager Saugeen Ojibway Nation Environment Office 25 Maadookii Subdivision Neyaashiinigming, ON N0H 2T0 519-534-5507 j.keeshig@saugeenojibwaynation.ca
Chief Guy Monague Beausoleil First Nation General Delivery Cedar Point, ON L0K 1C0 705-247-2051 bfnchief@chimnissing.ca
Chief Donna Big Canoe Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation R.R. #2 P.O. Box 13 Sutton West, ON L0E 1R0 705-437-1337 donna.bigcanoe@georginaisland.com
Ms. Suzanne Howes Community Consultation Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation R.R. #2 P.O. Box 13 Sutton West, ON L0E 1R0 705-437-1337 showes@georginaisland.com

Sharday James Chippewas of Rama First Nation 200-5884-Rama Road Rama, ON L3V 6H6 705-325-3611 rodneyn@ramafirstnation.ca
Mr. Jim Dyment MHBC Planning 113 Collier Street Barrie, ON L4M 1H2
Chief Philip Franks Wahta Mohawks (Mohawks of Gibson) 2664 Muskoka Rd #38 P.O. Box 260 Bala, ON P0C 1A0 705-762-2354
Attn: Chief and Council Six Nations of the Grand River First Nations 1695 Chiefswood Road P.O. Box 5000 Ohsweken, ON N0A 1M0 519-445-2201
Administration Office Alderville First Nation 11696 2nd Line Road Alderville, ON k0k 2x0
Government Services Building Curve Lake First Nation 22 Winookeedaa Road Curve Lake, ON K0L 1R0
Administration Building Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation 22521 Island Road Port Perry, ON L9L 1B6
Administration Centre Huron-Wendat Nation 255 Place Chef Michel-Laveau Wendake, QC G0A 4V0
Chief and Council Hiawatha First Nation 123 Paudash Street Hiawatha, ON K9J 0E6

Ms. Margaret Sault Director of Lands, Membership & 
Research Mississaugas of the New Credit 2789 Mississauga Rd. R.R 6

Haggersville, ON N0A 1H0
905-768-0100

Utilities
Mr. Neil Kennerney System Planner Rogers Communications 1 Sperling Dr Barrie, ON L4M 6B8
Ms. Wendy Lefebvre Manager Access Network Bell Canada 136 Bayfield Street 2nd Floor Barrie, ON L4M 3B1 705-722-2467
Ms. Joanna MacDarmid Planning Department Hydro One 40 Olympic Drive Dundas, ON L9H 7P5 905-627-6058
Mr. Meetpal Chhina Planning & Design Analyst Enbridge Gas 6 Colony Court Brampton, ON L6T 4E4 905-458-2159

Att:  Consultation Unit

Emergency Services

Interest Groups

Indigenous Agencies and Communities

mailto:jc.gilbert@simcoe.ca
mailto:maa.ea.review@ontario.ca
mailto:bfnchief@chimnissing.ca
mailto:dbigcanoe@georginaisland.com
mailto:rodney@ramafirstnation.ca


Ainley & Associates Limited 
550 Welham Road, Barrie, Ontario, L4N 8Z7 

Tel: (705) 726-3371   Fax: (705) 726-4391 
   E-mail barrie@ainleygroup.com

Creating Quality Solutions Together 

October 15, 2019   File #219040 

Environment Canada  
Environmental Protection Operations Division 
867 Lakeshore Road  
P.O. Box 5050 
Burlington, ON L7R 4A6 

Attn: Mr. Rob Dobos 
Manager, Environmental Assessment Section 

Re: County of Simcoe 
North Elmvale Trail Gap 
Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre 

Dear Mr. Dobos, 

The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 

The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   

Yours truly, 

AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com  

'SAMPLE' AGENCY LETTER'

mailto:barrie@ainleygroup.com
mailto:julie.scruton@simcoe.ca
mailto:wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com


 
 

 Ainley & Associates Limited 
 550 Welham Road, Barrie, Ontario, L4N 8Z7 

  Tel: (705) 726-3371   Fax: (705) 726-4391 
                                        E-mail barrie@ainleygroup.com 
 

 Creating Quality Solutions Together  

 
October 15, 2019                                 File #219040 
 
 
The Metis Nation of Ontario 
500 Old St. Patrick St., Unit 3 
Ottawa, ON K1N 9G4 
 
 
Attn: Mr. Brian Tucker 

Manager of Way of Life Framework  
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Mr. Tucker,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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 Ainley & Associates Limited 
 550 Welham Road, Barrie, Ontario, L4N 8Z7 

  Tel: (705) 726-3371   Fax: (705) 726-4391 
                                        E-mail barrie@ainleygroup.com 
 

 Creating Quality Solutions Together  

 
October 15, 2019                                 File #219040 
 
Moon River Metis Council 
B26360 Cedarhurst Beach Road, 
R.R. #1, Beaverton, ON L0K 1AO 
 
Attn: Mr. Tony Muscat 

  
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Mr. Muscat,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Georgian Bay Metis Council 
355 Cranston Crescent 
P.O. Box 4 
Midland, ON L4R 4K6 
 
 
Attn: Mr. Dave Dusome 

President  
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Mr. Dusome,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Metis National Council 
4-340 MacLaren Street 
Ottawa, ON 
K2P 0M6 
 
Attn: Ms. Lynette Davis 

Director of Operations 
  

 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Ms. Davis,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Saugeen Ojibway Nation Environment Office  
25 Maadookii Subdivision 
Neyaashiinigming, ON N0H 2T0 
 
 
Attn: Ms. Joselyn Keeshig 

Manager  
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Ms. Keeshig,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Beausoleil First Nation 
General Delivery 
Cedar Pointe ON L0K1C0 
 
Attn: Chief Guy Monague, 
 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Chief Guy Monague, 
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation 
R.R.#2, P.O. Box 13 
Sutton West, ON L0E 1R0 
 
 
Attn: Chief Donna Big Canoe  
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Chief Donna Big Canoe,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation 
R.R.#2, P.O. Box 13 
Sutton West, ON L0E 1R0 
 
 
Attn: Ms. Suzanne Howes 

Community Consultation  
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Ms. Howes,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Chippewas of Rama First Nation 
200-5884 Rama Road 
Rama, ON L3V 6H6 
 
Attn: Sharday James 
 Community Consultation Worker 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Sharday James,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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MHBC Planning 
113 Collier Street 
Barrie, ON L4M 1H2 
 
Attn: Mr. Jim Dyment,   
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Mr. Dyment,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Wahta Mohawks (Mohawks of Gibson) 
2664 Muskoka Rd #38 
P.O. Box 260 
Bala, ON POC 1A0 
 
 
Attn: Chief Philip Franks 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Chief Philip Frnaks,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Chief and Council  
Six Nations of the Grand River First Nations 
1695 Chiefswood Road 
P.O. Box 5000 
Ohsweken, ON N0A 1m0 
 
 
Attn: Chief and Council  
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Mississauga  of the New Credit 
2789 Mississauga Rd 
R.R.#6 
Haggersville, ON 
N0A 1H0 

Attn: Ms. Margaret Sault 
Director of Lands, Memberships & Research 

Re: County of Simcoe 
North Elmvale Trail Gap 
Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre 

Dear Ms. Sault, 

The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 

The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   

Yours truly, 

AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com  
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October 15, 2019                                 File #219040 
 
Williams Treaty First Nations Claims Coordinator 
8 Creswick Court 
Barrie, ON L4M 2J7 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Ms. Karry Sandy-McKenzie,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Alderville First Nation 
Administration Office 
P.O. Box 46 
11696 2nd Line Rd 
Alderville, ON K0K 2X0 
 
 
Attn: Chief Dave Mowat  
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Chief Dave Mowat, 
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Curve Lake First Nation 
Government Services Building 
22 Winookeedaa Road 
Curve Lake, Ontario K0L1R0 

Attn: Chief Emily Whetung 

Re: County of Simcoe 
North Elmvale Trail Gap 
Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre 

Dear Chief Emily Whetung, 

The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 

The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   

Yours truly, 

AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com  

mailto:barrie@ainleygroup.com
https://www.google.ca/maps/preview?q=22+Winookeedaa+Street,+Curve+Lake,+ON&hl=en&ll=44.524906,-78.634644&spn=0.901727,2.113495&sll=44.217647,-78.703308&sspn=1.812921,4.22699&oq=22+Winookee&hnear=22+Winookeedaa+St,+Curve+Lake,+Ontario+K0L+1R0&t=m&z=10
mailto:julie.scruton@simcoe.ca
mailto:wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com


 
 

 Ainley & Associates Limited 
 550 Welham Road, Barrie, Ontario, L4N 8Z7 

  Tel: (705) 726-3371   Fax: (705) 726-4391 
                                        E-mail barrie@ainleygroup.com 
 

 Creating Quality Solutions Together  

 
October 15, 2019                                 File #219040 
 
Hiawatha First Nation 
123 Paudash Street 
Hiawatha, Ontario K9J 0E6 
 
Attn: Mr. Tom Cowie 

  
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
 
Dear Mr. Cowie,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
  
  

mailto:barrie@ainleygroup.com
mailto:julie.scruton@simcoe.ca
mailto:wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com


 
 

 Ainley & Associates Limited 
 550 Welham Road, Barrie, Ontario, L4N 8Z7 

  Tel: (705) 726-3371   Fax: (705) 726-4391 
                                        E-mail barrie@ainleygroup.com 
 

 Creating Quality Solutions Together  

 
October 15, 2019                                 File #219040 
 
Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation 
Administration Building 
22521 Island Road 
Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B6 
 
 
Attn: Chief Kelly LaRocca  
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
 
Dear Chief Kelly LaRocca,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
  
  

mailto:barrie@ainleygroup.com
mailto:julie.scruton@simcoe.ca
mailto:wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com


 
 

 Ainley & Associates Limited 
 550 Welham Road, Barrie, Ontario, L4N 8Z7 

  Tel: (705) 726-3371   Fax: (705) 726-4391 
                                        E-mail barrie@ainleygroup.com 
 

 Creating Quality Solutions Together  

 
October 15, 2019                                 File #219040 
 
Nation Huronne-Wendat 
Administration Centre  
255 Place Chef Michel-Laveau 
Wendake, QC  G0A 4V0  
 
Attention: Grand Chief Konrad Sioui 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
Dear Grand Chief Konrad Sioui,  
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
 

mailto:barrie@ainleygroup.com
mailto:julie.scruton@simcoe.ca
mailto:wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com
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Resident Mail Out 



 
 

 Ainley & Associates Limited 
 550 Welham Road, Barrie, Ontario, L4N 8Z7 

  Tel: (705) 726-3371   Fax: (705) 726-4391 
                                        E-mail barrie@ainleygroup.com 
 

 Creating Quality Solutions Together  

 
October 15, 2019                 File No. 219040 
 
 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 
 
 
Dear Resident / Property Owner / Tenant:  
 
 
The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that proposes to connect the municipalities within the County of 
Simcoe. There is an approximately 1,100 metre gap between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, 
and the northern trail terminus just to the north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection. 
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / 
Trans Canada Trail. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the project and of an upcoming Public 
Information Centre. Please refer to the attached notice for additional details regarding the project, including the 
date and time of the Public Information Centre. 
   
 
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or Julie 
Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
 

 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:barrie@ainleygroup.com
mailto:julie.scruton@simcoe.ca
mailto:wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com


 

North Elmvale Trail Gap 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Notice of Commencement and Public Information Centre  
 

 
Background 

The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a regional trail that connects the municipalities of Barrie, Oro-Medonte, Orillia, 
Severn, Tay, Midland, Penetanguishene, Tiny and Springwater. The Simcoe County Loop Trail follows a large part of 
the Trans Canada Trail. Within the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail network, there is an 1,100m gap 
between the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West and the northern trail terminus approximately 130m north of 
the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection.  
 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans 
Canada Trail. The project area is located within the Township of Springwater, directly north of Elmvale, as illustrated 
on the study area map. This project will follow a Schedule ‘B’ planning process in accordance with the Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Oct. 2000, as amended 2007, 2011 & 2015). 
 

 
Public Information Centre 
A Public Information Centre (PIC) has been 
scheduled to introduce the project and to allow all 
interested parties an opportunity to review the 
alternatives developed for the trail connection and to 
discuss the project with the study team. The PIC has 
been scheduled as follows: 

 
Date:        November 7, 2019 
 
Time:        4:00pm – 7:00pm 
 
Location:  Elmvale Community Hall 

33 Queen St W, Elmvale, ON  
L0L 1P0 

 
Comments 
Public engagement and input is an integral part of 
this process. Comments on the information 
presented at the PIC will be received until 
November 21, 2019. If you are unable to attend the 
PIC, presentation material will be available on the 
County of Simcoe’s website at www.simcoe.ca after 
November 7, 2019. Information will be collected in 
accordance with the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the 
exception of personal information, all comments 
submitted will become part of the public record.    
 
To obtain additional information or to provide input, please contact either of the following members of the study team: 

 
Mr. Brian Wickenheiser, P. Eng., P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 

Ainley Group 
550 Welham Drive 

Barrie, Ontario L4N 8Z7 
  E-mail:  Wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com 

 

 
Ms. Julie Scruton, P.Eng. 

Manager, Transportation Construction 
County of Simcoe 
1110 Highway 26 

Midhurst, Ontario L9X 1N6 
E-mail: Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca 

 

 
This Notice first issued on October 17, 2019. 
 

Study Area 

http://www.simcoe.ca/
mailto:Wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com
mailto:Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca
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Agency and Indigenous Communities 
Comments Received 



Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 
Drinking Water and Environmental 
Compliance Division  
 
Central Region,  
Technical Support Section 
5775 Yonge Street, 9th Floor 
North York, ON  M2M 4J1 
Tel. (416) 326-6700 
Fax (416) 325-6347 

Ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs 
Division de la conformité en matière d’eau 
potable et d’environnement 
 
Région du Centre 
Section d'appui technique  
5775, rue Yonge, 8ième étage  
North York, Ontario M2M 4J1 
Tél. :     (416) 326-6700 
Téléc. : (416) 325-6347 

 

 
November 28, 2019 
          File No.: EA 01-06-05 
Julie Scruton, P.Eng.  
Manager,  
Transportation Construction County of Simcoe  
1110 Highway 26  
Midhurst, Ontario L9X 1N6 
 
Re: North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 County of Simcoe 
 Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
 Response to Notice of Study Commencement 
 
Dear Ms. Scruton; 
 
This letter is in response to the Notice of Study Commencement for the above noted project. 
The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) acknowledges that the 
County of Simcoe have indicated that the study is following the approved environmental 
planning process for a Schedule B undertaking under the Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA).   
 
The attached “Areas of Interest” document provides guidance regarding the ministry’s 
interests with respect to the Class EA process. Please identify the areas of interest which 
are applicable to the project and ensure they are addressed. Proponents who address all 
the applicable areas of interest can minimize potential delays to the project schedule. 
 
The Crown has a legal duty to consult Indigenous communities when it has knowledge, 
real or constructive, of the existence or potential existence of an Aboriginal or treaty right 
and contemplates conduct that may adversely impact that right.  Before authorizing this 
project, the Crown must ensure that its duty to consult has been fulfilled, where such a 
duty is triggered.  Although the duty to consult with Aboriginal peoples is a duty of the 
Crown, the Crown may delegate procedural aspects of this duty to project proponents 
while retaining oversight of the consultation process.  
 
The proposed project may have the potential to affect Aboriginal or treaty rights protected 
under Section 35 of Canada’s Constitution Act 1982.  Where the Crown’s duty to consult is 
triggered in relation to the proposed project, the MECP is delegating the procedural 
aspects of rights-based consultation to the proponent through this letter.  The Crown 
intends to rely on the delegated consultation process in discharging its duty to consult and 
maintains the right to participate in the consultation process as it sees fit. 
 



 

 
 

2 

Based on information provided to date and the Crown`s preliminary assessment the proponent 
is required to consult with the following communities who have been identified as potentially 
affected by the proposed project.  
 

- Chippewas of Georgina Island    
- Chippewas of Rama First Nation (Chippewas of Mnjikaning) 
- Beausoleil First Nation  
- Wahta Mohawk First Nation 
- Métis Nation of Ontario, Georgian Bay Métis Council  
- Huron-Wendat Nation, if there is potential for the project to impact archeological 
resources 

 
Steps that the proponent may need to take in relation to Aboriginal consultation for the 
proposed project are outlined in the “Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s 
Environmental Assessment Process” which can be found at the following link: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process   
Additional information related to Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act is available online 
at: www.ontario.ca/environmentalassessments  
 
Please also refer to the attached document “A Proponent’s Introduction to the Delegation of 
Procedural Aspects of consultation with Aboriginal Communities” for further information. 
 
The proponent must contact the Director of Environmental Assessment and Permissions 
Branch under the following circumstances after initial discussions with the communities 
identified by MECP: 
 

- Aboriginal or treaty rights impacts are identified to the proponent by the communities 
- The proponent has reason to believe that the proposed project may adversely affect an 

Aboriginal or treaty right 
- Consultation has reached an impasse 
- A Part II Order request or elevation request is expected  
 

The Director of the Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch can be notified 
either by email with the subject line “Potential Duty to Consult” to 
enviropermissions@ontario.ca or by mail or fax at the address provided below: 
 
 

Email: enviropermissions@ontario.ca 
Subject:  Potential Duty to Consult 

Fax: 416-314-8452 

Address: Environmental Assessment and 
Permissions Branch 
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Floor 
Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5 

 
 
 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process
http://www.ontario.ca/environmentalassessments
mailto:enviropermissions@ontario.ca
mailto:enviropermissions@ontario.ca
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The MECP will then assess the extent of any Crown duty to consult for the circumstances and 
will consider whether additional steps should be taken, including what role the proponent will be 
asked to play in them.  
 
Should you or any members of your project team have any questions regarding the material 
above, please contact me at chunmei.liu@ontario.ca or 416-326-4886.      
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
Chunmei Liu 
Regional Environmental Assessment Coordinator 
Air, Pesticides and Environmental Planning 
 
cc: Cindy Hood, Manager, Barrie District Office, MECP 
 Paul Martin, APEP Supervisor, Central Region, MECP 
 Brian Wickenheiser, Bridges and Structures Group Lead, Ainley Group 
 Central Region EA File 

A & P File 
 

Attach: Areas of Interest  
A Proponent’s Introduction to the Delegation of Procedural Aspects of consultation 
with Aboriginal Communities 
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AREAS OF INTEREST 
 
It is suggested that you check off each applicable area after you have considered / addressed it. 
 
� Source Water Protection (all projects) 
 
The Clean Water Act, 2006 (CWA) aims to protect existing and future sources of drinking water.  To 
achieve this, several types of vulnerable areas have been delineated around surface water intakes 
and wellheads for every municipal residential drinking water system that is located in a source 
protection area. These vulnerable areas are known as a Wellhead Protection Areas (WHPAs) and 
surface water Intake Protection Zones (IPZs). Other vulnerable areas that have been delineated 
under the CWA include Highly Vulnerable Aquifers (HVAs), Significant Groundwater Recharge Areas 
(SGRAs), Event-based modelling areas (EBAs), and Issues Contributing Areas (ICAs).  Source 
protection plans have been developed that include policies to address existing and future risks to 
sources of municipal drinking water within these vulnerable areas.   
 
Projects that are subject to the Environmental Assessment Act that fall under a Class EA, or one of 
the Regulations, have the potential to impact sources of drinking water if they occur in designated 
vulnerable areas or in the vicinity of other at-risk drinking water systems (i.e. systems that are not 
municipal residential systems). MEA Class EA projects may include activities that, if located in a 
vulnerable area, could be a threat to sources of drinking water (i.e. have the potential to adversely 
affect the quality or quantity of drinking water sources) and the activity could therefore be subject to 
policies in a source protection plan.  Where an activity poses a risk to drinking water, policies in the 
local source protection plan may impact how or where that activity is undertaken. Policies may prohibit 
certain activities, or they may require risk management measures for these activities.  Municipal 
Official Plans, planning decisions, Class EA projects (where the project includes an activity that is a 
threat to drinking water) and prescribed instruments must conform with policies that address 
significant risks to drinking water and must have regard for policies that address moderate or low 
risks. 
 
• As you may be aware, in October 2015, the MEA Parent Class EA document was amended to 

include reference to the Clean Water Act (Section A.2.10.6) and indicates that proponents 
undertaking a Municipal Class EA project must identify early in their process whether a project is 
or could potentially be occurring with a vulnerable area. Given this requirement, please include 
a section in the Project File/ESR on source water protection.  

o The proponent should identify the source protection area and should clearly document 
how the proximity of the project to sources of drinking water (municipal or other) and any 
delineated vulnerable areas was considered and assessed. Specifically the report should 
discuss whether or not the project is located in a vulnerable area and provide applicable 
details about the area. If located in a vulnerable area, proponents should document 
whether any project activities are prescribed drinking water threats and thus pose a risk to 
drinking water (this should be consulted on with the appropriate Source Protection 
Authority). Where an activity poses a risk to drinking water, the proponent must document 
and discuss in the project file or ESR how the project adheres to or has regard to 
applicable policies in the local source protection plan. This section should then be used to 
inform and be reflected in other sections of the report, such as the identification of net 
positive/negative effects of alternatives, mitigation measures, evaluation of alternatives 
etc.  

 
• While most source protection plans focused on including policies for significant drinking water 

threats in the WHPAs and IPZs it should be noted that even though source protection plan 
policies may not apply in HVAs, these are areas where aquifers are sensitive and at risk to 
impacts and within these areas, activities may impact the quality of sources of drinking water for 
systems other than municipal residential systems.   

 



 

 
 

5 

• In order to determine if this project is occurring within a vulnerable area, proponents can use this 
mapping tool: http://www.applications.ene.gov.on.ca/swp/en/index.php.The mapping tool will also 
provide a link to the appropriate source protection plan in order to identify what policies may be 
applicable in the vulnerable area.   

• For further information on the maps or source protection plan policies which may relate to their 
project, proponents must contact the appropriate source protection authority. Please consult 
with the local source protection authority to discuss potential impacts on drinking water. 
Please document the results of that consultation within the Report and include all 
communication documents/correspondence. 

 
More Information  
For more information on the Clean Water Act, source protection areas and plans, including specific 
information on the vulnerable areas and drinking water threats, please refer to Conservation Ontario’s 
website where you will also find links to the local source protection plan/assessment report.   
 
A list of the prescribed drinking water threats can be found in section 1.1 of Ontario Regulation 
287/07 made under the Clean Water Act. In addition to prescribed drinking water threats, some 
source protection plans may include policies to address additional “local” threat activities, as 
approved by the MECP.  
 
� Climate Change 
 
Ontario is leading the fight against climate change through the Climate Change Action Plan. Recently 
released, the plan lays out the specific actions Ontario will take in the next five years to meet its 2020 
greenhouse gas reduction targets and establishes the framework necessary to meet its long-term 
targets. As a commitment of the action plan, the province has now finalized a guide, "Considering 
Climate Change in the Environmental Assessment Process" (Guide), which is found online at: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/considering-climate-change-environmental-assessment-process 
 
The Guide is now a part of the Environmental Assessment program's Guides and Codes of Practice. 
The Guide sets out the MECP's expectation for considering climate change in the preparation, 
execution and documentation of environmental assessment studies and processes. The guide 
provides examples, approaches, resources, and references to assist proponents with consideration of 
climate change in EA. Proponents should review this Guide in detail.  
 
• The MECP expects proponents to: 
 

1. Take into account during the assessment of alternative solutions and alternative designs, the 
following:  

a. the project's expected production of greenhouse gas emissions and impacts on carbon 
sinks (climate change mitigation); and  

b. resilience or vulnerability of the undertaking to changing climatic conditions  (climate 
change adaptation). 

2. Include a discrete section in the Project File/ESR detailing how climate change was 
considered in the EA.  

 
How climate change is considered can be qualitative or quantitative in nature, and should be 
scaled to the project’s level of environmental effect. In all instances, both a project's impacts on 
climate change (mitigation) and impacts of climate change on a project (adaptation) should be 
considered. Please ensure climate change is considered in the report. 

 
• The MECP has also prepared another guide to support provincial land use planning direction 

related to the completion of energy and emission plans. The "Community Emissions Reduction 
Planning: A Guide for Municipalities" document is designed to educate stakeholders on the 
municipal opportunities to reduce energy and greenhouse gas emissions, and to provide 

http://www.applications.ene.gov.on.ca/swp/en/index.php
http://www.conservation-ontario.on.ca/uncategorised/143-otherswpregionsindex
http://www.conservation-ontario.on.ca/uncategorised/143-otherswpregionsindex
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/070287#BK3
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/070287#BK3
https://www.ontario.ca/page/considering-climate-change-environmental-assessment-process
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/013-2083?_ga=2.113331267.532557834.1525694946-2101883328.1501507205
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/013-2083?_ga=2.113331267.532557834.1525694946-2101883328.1501507205
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guidance on methods and techniques to incorporate consideration of energy and greenhouse gas 
emissions into municipal activities of all types. We encourage you to review the Guide for 
information. 

 
� Planning and Policy 
 
• Parts of the study area may be subject to the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, Niagara 

Escarpment Plan, Greenbelt Plan, Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, or Growth Plan for the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe. Applicable policies should be referenced in the Project File/ESR, and the 
proponent should describe how the proposed study adheres to the relevant policies in these 
plans. The new 2017 provincial plans are now in effect. 
 

• The Provincial Policy Statement (2014) contains policies that protect Ontario’s natural heritage 
and water resources. Applicable policies should be referenced in the Project File/ESR, and the 
proponent should describe how this proposed project is consistent with these policies. 
 

� Air Quality, Dust and Noise  
 
• If there are sensitive receptors in the surrounding area of this project, an air quality/odour impact 

assessment will be useful to evaluate alternatives, determine impacts and identify appropriate 
mitigation measures. The scope of the assessment can be determined based on the potential 
effects of the proposed alternatives, and typically includes source and receptor characterization 
and a quantification of local air quality impacts on the sensitive receptors and the environment in 
the study area.  The assessment will compare to all applicable standards or guidelines for all 
contaminants of concern. Please contact this office for further consultation on the level of 
Air Quality Impact Assessment required for this project if not already advised. 
 

• If a full Air Quality Impact Assessment is not required for the project, the Project File/ESR 
should still contain: 
o A discussion of local air quality including existing activities/sources that significantly impact 

local air quality and how the project may impact existing conditions; 
o A discussion of the nearby sensitive receptors and the project’s potential air quality impacts 

on present and future sensitive receptors; 
o A discussion of local air quality impacts that could arise from this project during both 

construction and operation; and 
o A discussion of potential mitigation measures. 

 
• As a common practice, “air quality” should be used an evaluation criterion for all road projects. 
 
• Dust and noise control measures should be addressed and included in the construction plans to 

ensure that nearby residential and other sensitive land uses within the study area are not 
adversely affected during construction activities.  

 
• The MECP recommends that non-chloride dust-suppressants be applied. For a comprehensive 

list of fugitive dust prevention and control measures that could be applied, refer to Cheminfo 
Services Inc. Best Practices for the Reduction of Air Emissions from Construction and Demolition 
Activities. Report prepared for Environment Canada. March 
2005.http://www.bv.transports.gouv.qc.ca/mono/1173259.pdf 

 
• The Project File/ESR should consider the potential impacts of increased noise levels during the 

operation of the completed project. The proponent should explore all potential measures to 
mitigate significant noise impacts during the assessment of alternatives. 

 
 

http://www.ontario.ca/page/lake-simcoe-protection-plan
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page10882.aspx
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/AssetFactory.aspx?did=10463
http://www.bv.transports.gouv.qc.ca/mono/1173259.pdf
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� Ecosystem Protection and Restoration 
 
• Any impacts to ecosystem form and function must be avoided where possible.  The Project 

File/ESR should describe any proposed mitigation measures and how project planning will protect 
and enhance the local ecosystem.    
 

• All natural heritage features should be identified and described in detail to assess potential 
impacts and to develop appropriate mitigation measures.  The following sensitive environmental 
features may be located within or adjacent to the study area:  

 
• Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs) 
• Rare Species of flora or fauna 
• Watercourses 

• Wetlands 
• Woodlots 

 
We recommend consulting with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada (DFO) and your local conservation authority to determine if special measures or 
additional studies will be necessary to preserve and protect these sensitive features. In addition, you 
may consider the provisions of the Rouge Park Management Plan if applicable. 
 
� Surface Water 
 
• The Project File/ESR must include a sufficient level of information to demonstrate that there will 

be no negative impacts on the natural features or ecological functions of any watercourses within 
the study area.  Measures should be included in the planning and design process to ensure that 
any impacts to watercourses from construction or operational activities (e.g. spills, erosion, 
pollution) are mitigated as part of the proposed undertaking.  

 
• Additional stormwater runoff from new pavement can impact receiving watercourses and flood 

conditions.  Quality and quantity control measures to treat stormwater runoff should be considered 
for all new impervious areas and, where possible, existing surfaces.  The ministry’s Stormwater 
Management Planning and Design Manual (2003) should be referenced in the Project File/ESR 
and utilized when designing stormwater control methods.  A Stormwater Management Plan 
should be prepared as part of the Class EA process that includes: 

 
• Strategies to address potential water quantity and erosion impacts related to stormwater 

draining into streams or other sensitive environmental features, and to ensure that 
adequate (enhanced) water quality is maintained 

• Watershed information, drainage conditions, and other relevant background information 
• Future drainage conditions, stormwater management options, information on erosion and 

sediment control during construction, and other details of the proposed works 
• Information on maintenance and monitoring commitments.  

 
• Ontario Regulation 60/08 under the Ontario Water Resources Act (OWRA) applies to the Lake 

Simcoe Basin, which encompasses Lake Simcoe and the lands from which surface water drains 
into Lake Simcoe. If the proposed sewage treatment plant is listed in Table 1 of the regulation, the 
Project File/ESR should describe how the proposed project and its mitigation measures are 
consistent with the requirements of this regulation and the OWRA. 
 

• Any potential approval requirements for surface water taking or discharge should be identified in 
the Project File/ESR.  In particular, a Permit to Take Water (PTTW) under the OWRA will be 
required for any water takings that exceed 50,000 L/day, with the exception of certain water taking 
activities that have been prescribed by the Water Taking EASR Regulation – O. Reg. 63/16. 
These prescribed water-taking activities require registration in the EASR instead of a PTTW. 
Please review the Water Taking User Guide for EASR for more information. Additionally, an 

https://dr6j45jk9xcmk.cloudfront.net/documents/1757/195-stormwater-planning-and-design-en.pdf
https://dr6j45jk9xcmk.cloudfront.net/documents/1757/195-stormwater-planning-and-design-en.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/page/water-taking-user-guide-environmental-activity-and-sector-registry
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Environmental Compliance Approval under the OWRA is required for municipal stormwater 
management works. 
 

� Groundwater 
 
• The status of, and potential impacts to any well water supplies should be addressed.  If the project 

involves groundwater takings or changes to drainage patterns, the quantity and quality of 
groundwater may be affected due to drawdown effects or the redirection of existing contamination 
flows.  In addition, project activities may infringe on existing wells such that they must be 
reconstructed or sealed and abandoned. Appropriate information to define existing groundwater 
conditions should be included in the Project File/ESR. 

 
• If the potential construction or decommissioning of water wells is identified as an issue, the 

Project File/ESR should refer to Ontario Regulation 903, Wells, under the OWRA. 
 
• Potential impacts to groundwater-dependent natural features should be addressed.  Any changes 

to groundwater flow or quality from groundwater taking may interfere with the ecological 
processes of streams, wetlands or other surficial features.  In addition, discharging contaminated 
or high volumes of groundwater to these features may have direct impacts on their function.  Any 
potential effects should be identified, and appropriate mitigation measures should be 
recommended.  The level of detail required will be dependent on the significance of the potential 
impacts. 

 
• Any potential approval requirements for groundwater taking or discharge should be identified in 

the Project File/ESR.  In particular, a Permit to Take Water (PTTW) under the OWRA will be 
required for any water takings that exceed 50,000 L/day, with the exception of certain water taking 
activities that have been prescribed by the Water Taking EASR Regulation – O. Reg. 63/16. 
These prescribed water-taking activities require registration in the EASR instead of a PTTW. 
Please review the Water Taking User Guide for EASR for more information.  

 
� Contaminated Soils 
 
• Since the removal or movement of soils may be required, appropriate tests to determine 

contaminant levels from previous land uses or dumping should be undertaken.  If the soils are 
contaminated, you must determine how and where they are to be disposed of, consistent with Part 
XV.1 of the Environmental Protection Act (EPA) and Ontario Regulation 153/04, Records of Site 
Condition, which details the new requirements related to site assessment and clean up.  Please 
contact the ministry’s District Offices for further consultation if contaminated sites are present.  

 
• Any current or historical waste disposal sites should be identified in the Project File/ESR.  The 

status of these sites should be determined to confirm whether approval pursuant to Section 46 of 
the EPA may be required for land uses on former disposal sites. 

 
• The location of any underground storage tanks should be investigated in the Project File/ESR.  

Measures should be identified to ensure the integrity of these tanks and to ensure an appropriate 
response in the event of a spill.  The ministry’s Spills Action Centre must be contacted in such an 
event.    

 
• The Project File/ESR should identify any underground transmission lines in the study area. The 

owners should be consulted to avoid impacts to this infrastructure, including potential spills. 
 
� Excess Materials Management 
 
• Activities involving the management of excess soil should be completed in accordance with the 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/water-taking-user-guide-environmental-activity-and-sector-registry
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MECP’s current guidance document titled “Management of Excess Soil – A Guide for Best 
Management Practices” (2014) available online (http://www.ontario.ca/document/management-
excess-soil-guide-best-management-practices). 
 

•  All waste generated during construction must be disposed of in accordance with ministry 
requirements. 

 
� Servicing and Facilities 
 
• Any facility that releases emissions to the atmosphere, discharges contaminants to ground or 

surface water, provides potable water supplies, or stores, transports or disposes of waste must 
have an Environmental Compliance Approval (ECA) before it can operate lawfully.  Please consult 
with the Environmental Approvals Access and Service Integration Branch (EAASIB) to determine 
whether a new or amended ECA will be required for any proposed infrastructure. 

 
• We recommend referring to the ministry’s “D-Series” guidelines – Land Use Compatibility to 

ensure that any potential land use conflicts are considered when planning for any infrastructure or 
facilities related to wastewater, pipelines, landfills or industrial uses. 

 
� Mitigation and Monitoring 
 
• Contractors must be made aware of all environmental considerations so that all environmental 

standards and commitments for both construction and operation are met.  Mitigation measures 
should be clearly referenced in the Project File/ESR and regularly monitored during the 
construction stage of the project.  In addition, we encourage proponents to conduct post-
construction monitoring to ensure all mitigation measures have been effective and are functioning 
properly.   

 
• Design and construction reports and plans should be based on a best management approach that 

centres on the prevention of impacts, protection of the existing environment, and opportunities for 
rehabilitation and enhancement of any impacted areas. 

 
• The proponent’s construction and post-construction monitoring plans must be documented in the 

Project File/ESR, as outlined in Section A.2.5 and A.4.1 of the MEA Class EA parent document. 
 
� Consultation 
 
• The Project File/ESR must demonstrate how the consultation provisions of the Class EA have 

been fulfilled, including documentation of all stakeholder consultation efforts undertaken during 
the planning process.  This includes a discussion in the Project File/ESR that identifies concerns 
that were raised and describes how they have been addressed by the proponent throughout 
the planning process.  The Class EA also directs proponents to include copies of comments 
submitted on the project by interested stakeholders, and the proponent’s responses to these 
comments. 

 
� Class EA Process 
 
• The Project File/ESR should provide clear and complete documentation of the planning process 

in order to allow for transparency in decision-making.   
 

• If this project is a Master Plan: there are several different approaches that can be used to conduct 
a Master Plan, examples of which are outlined in Appendix 4 of the Class EA.  The Master Plan 
should clearly indicate the selected approach for conducting the plan, in particular by identifying 
whether the levels of assessment, consultation and documentation are sufficient to fulfill the 

http://www.ontario.ca/document/management-excess-soil-guide-best-management-practices
http://www.ontario.ca/document/management-excess-soil-guide-best-management-practices
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requirements for Schedule B or C projects.  Please note that any Schedule B or C projects 
identified in the plan would be subject to Part II Order Requests under the Environmental 
Assessment Act (EAA), although the plan itself would not be. 

 
• The Class EA requires the consideration of the effects of each alternative on all aspects of the 

environment.  The Project File/ESR should include a level of detail (e.g. hydrogeological 
investigations, terrestrial and aquatic assessments) such that all potential impacts can be 
identified and appropriate mitigation measures can be developed.  Any supporting studies 
conducted during the Class EA process should be referenced and included as part of the Project 
File/ESR. 

 
 
• Please include in the Project File/ESR a list of all subsequent permits or approvals that may be 

required for the implementation of the preferred alternative, including but not limited to, MECP’s 
PTTW, EASR Registrations and ECAs, conservation authority permits, species at risk permits, 
and approvals under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA).  

 
• Ministry guidelines and other information related to the issues above are available at 

http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/environment-and-energy. We encourage you to 
review all the available guides and to reference any relevant information in the Project File/ESR.  

 

http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/environment-and-energy
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A PROPONENT’S INTRODUCTION TO THE DELEGATION OF PROCEDURAL ASPECTS 

OF CONSULTATION WITH ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES 
 
 

 
  
 
I. PURPOSE  
  
The Crown has a legal duty to consult Aboriginal communities when it has knowledge of an existing 
or asserted Aboriginal or treaty right and contemplates conduct that may adversely impact that right.  
In outlining a framework for the duty to consult, the Supreme Court of Canada has stated that the 
Crown may delegate procedural aspects of consultation to third parties.  This document provides 
general information about the Ontario Crown’s approach to delegation of the procedural aspects of 
consultation to proponents.   
  
This document is not intended to instruct a proponent about an individual project, and it does not 
constitute legal advice.   
  
 
II. WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO CONSULT WITH ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES?  
  
The objective of the modern law of Aboriginal and treaty rights is the reconciliation of Aboriginal 
peoples and non-Aboriginal peoples and their respective rights, claims and interests. Consultation is 
an important component of the reconciliation process.  
  
The Crown has a legal duty to consult Aboriginal communities when it has knowledge of an existing 
or asserted Aboriginal or treaty right and contemplates conduct that might adversely impact that right. 
 For example, the Crown’s duty to consult is triggered when it considers issuing a permit, 
authorization or approval for a project which has the potential to adversely impact an Aboriginal right, 
such as the right to hunt, fish, or trap in a particular area.  

DEFINITIONS 
  
The following definitions are specific to this document and may not apply in other contexts:  
  
Aboriginal communities – the First Nation or Métis communities identified by the Crown for the 
purpose of consultation.  
  
Consultation – the Crown’s legal obligation to consult when the Crown has knowledge of an 
established or asserted Aboriginal or treaty right and contemplates conduct that might adversely 
impact that right. This is the type of consultation required pursuant to s. 35 of the Constitution 
Act, 1982. Note that this definition does not include consultation with Aboriginal communities for 
other reasons, such as regulatory requirements.  
  
Crown – the Ontario Crown, acting through a particular ministry or ministries.  
  
Procedural aspects of consultation – those portions of consultation related to the process of 
consultation, such as notifying an Aboriginal community about a project, providing information 
about the potential impacts of a project, responding to concerns raised by an Aboriginal 
community and proposing changes to the project to avoid negative impacts.  
  
Proponent – the person or entity that wants to undertake a project and requires an Ontario 
Crown decision or approval for the project.  
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The scope of consultation required in particular circumstances ranges across a spectrum depending 
on both the nature of the asserted or established right and the seriousness of the potential adverse 
impacts on that right.  
  
Depending on the particular circumstances, the Crown may also need to take steps to accommodate 
the potentially impacted Aboriginal or treaty right. For example, the Crown may be required to avoid or 
minimize the potential adverse impacts of the project.   
  
 
III. THE CROWN’S ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE DELEGATED CONSULTATION 
PROCESS  
  
The Crown has the responsibility for ensuring that the duty to consult, and accommodate where 
appropriate, is met. However, the Crown may delegate the procedural aspects of consultation to a 
proponent.   
  
There are different ways in which the Crown may delegate the procedural aspects of consultation to a 
proponent, including through a letter, a memorandum of understanding, legislation, regulation, policy 
and codes of practice.  
  
If the Crown decides to delegate procedural aspects of consultation, the Crown will generally:  
  

• Ensure that the delegation of procedural aspects of consultation and the responsibilities of the 
proponent are clearly communicated to the proponent;  

• Identify which Aboriginal communities must be consulted;  
• Provide contact information for the Aboriginal communities;  
• Revise, as necessary, the list of Aboriginal communities to be consulted as new information 

becomes available and is assessed by the Crown;  
• Assess the scope of consultation owed to the Aboriginal communities;  
• Maintain appropriate oversight of the actions taken by the proponent in fulfilling the procedural 

aspects of consultation;   
• Assess the adequacy of consultation that is undertaken and any accommodation that may be 

required;   
• Provide a contact within any responsible ministry in case issues arise that require direction 

from the Crown; and  
• Participate in the consultation process as necessary and as determined by the Crown.  

 
 
IV. THE PROPONENT’S ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE DELEGATED CONSULTATION 
PROCESS  
  
Where aspects of the consultation process have been delegated to a proponent, the Crown, in 
meeting its duty to consult, will rely on the proponent’s consultation activities and documentation of 
those activities. The consultation process informs the Crown’s decision of whether to approve a 
proposed project or activity.  
  
A proponent’s role and responsibilities will vary depending on a variety of factors including the extent 
of consultation required in the circumstance and the procedural aspects of consultation the Crown 
has delegated to it.  Proponents are often in a better position than the Crown to discuss a project and 
its potential impacts with Aboriginal communities and to determine ways to avoid or minimize the 
adverse impacts of a project.  
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A proponent can raise issues or questions with the Crown at any time during the consultation 
process.  If issues or concerns arise during the consultation that cannot be addressed by the 
proponent, the proponent should contact the Crown.    
  
a) What might a proponent be required to do in carrying out the procedural aspects of 
consultation?   
  
Where the Crown delegates procedural aspects of consultation, it is often the proponent’s 
responsibility to provide notice of the proposed project to the identified Aboriginal communities.  The 
notice should indicate that the Crown has delegated the procedural aspects of consultation to the 
proponent and should include the following information:  
  

• a description of the proposed project or activity;  
• mapping;   
• proposed timelines;  
• details regarding anticipated environmental and other impacts;  
• details regarding opportunities to comment; and  
• any changes to the proposed project that have been made for seasonal conditions or other 

factors, where relevant.    
 
Proponents should provide enough information and time to allow Aboriginal communities to provide 
meaningful feedback regarding the potential impacts of the project.  Depending on the nature of 
consultation required for a project, a proponent also may be required to:  
  

• provide the Crown with copies of any consultation plans prepared and an opportunity to review 
and comment;  

• ensure that any necessary follow-up discussions with Aboriginal communities take place in a 
timely manner, including to confirm receipt of information, share and update information and to 
address questions or concerns that may arise;   

• as appropriate, discuss with Aboriginal communities potential mitigation measures and/or 
changes to the project in response to concerns raised by Aboriginal communities;  

• use language that is accessible and not overly technical, and translate material into Aboriginal 
languages where requested or appropriate;  

• bear the reasonable costs associated with the consultation process such as, but not limited to, 
meeting hall rental, meal costs, document translation(s), or to address technical & capacity 
issues;  

• provide the Crown with all the details about potential impacts on established or asserted 
Aboriginal or treaty rights, how these concerns have been considered and addressed by the 
proponent and the Aboriginal communities and any steps taken to mitigate the potential 
impacts;  

• provide the Crown with complete and accurate documentation from these meetings and 
communications; and  

• notify the Crown immediately if an Aboriginal community not identified by the Crown 
approaches the proponent seeking consultation opportunities.  

  
b) What documentation and reporting does the Crown need from the proponent?  
  
Proponents should keep records of all communications with the Aboriginal communities involved in 
the consultation process and any information provided to these Aboriginal communities.  
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As the Crown is required to assess the adequacy of consultation, it needs documentation to satisfy 
itself that the proponent has fulfilled the procedural aspects of consultation delegated to it. The 
documentation required would typically include:  
  

• the date of meetings, the agendas, any materials distributed, those in attendance and copies 
of any minutes prepared;  

• the description of the proposed project that was shared at the meeting;   
• any and all concerns or other feedback provided by the communities;  
• any information that was shared by a community in relation to its asserted or established 

Aboriginal or treaty rights and any potential adverse impacts of the proposed activity, approval 
or disposition on such rights;  

• any proposed project changes or mitigation measures that were discussed, and feedback 
from Aboriginal communities about the proposed changes and measures;  

• any commitments made by the proponent in response to any concerns raised, and feedback 
from Aboriginal communities on those commitments;  

• copies of correspondence to or from Aboriginal communities, and any materials distributed 
electronically or by mail;  

• information regarding any financial assistance provided by the proponent to enable 
participation by Aboriginal communities in the consultation;  

• periodic consultation progress reports or copies of meeting notes if requested by the Crown;   
• a summary of how the delegated aspects of consultation were carried out and the results; and  
• a summary of issues raised by the Aboriginal communities, how the issues were addressed 

and any outstanding issues.  
 
In certain circumstances, the Crown may share and discuss the proponent’s consultation record with 
an Aboriginal community to ensure that it is an accurate reflection of the consultation process.  
  
c) Will the Crown require a proponent to provide information about its commercial 
arrangements with Aboriginal communities?   
  
The Crown may require a proponent to share information about aspects of commercial arrangements 
between the proponent and Aboriginal communities where the arrangements:  
  

• include elements that are directed at mitigating or otherwise addressing impacts of the project; 
  

• include securing an Aboriginal community’s support for the project; or   
• may potentially affect the obligations of the Crown to the Aboriginal communities.   

 
The proponent should make every reasonable effort to exempt the Crown from confidentiality 
provisions in commercial arrangements with Aboriginal communities to the extent necessary to allow 
this information to be shared with the Crown.  
  
The Crown cannot guarantee that information shared with the Crown will remain confidential. 
Confidential commercial information should not be provided to the Crown as part of the consultation 
record if it is not relevant to the duty to consult or otherwise required to be submitted to the Crown as 
part of the regulatory process.  
 
  
V. WHAT ARE THE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES’ IN THE 
CONSULTATION PROCESS?  
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Like the Crown, Aboriginal communities are expected to engage in consultation in good faith. This 
includes: 

• responding to the consultation notice; 
• engaging in the proposed consultation process; 
• providing relevant documentation; 
• clearly articulating the potential impacts of the proposed project on Aboriginal or treaty rights; 

and 
• discussing ways to mitigates any adverse impacts. 

  
Some Aboriginal communities have developed tools, such as consultation protocols, policies or 
processes that provide guidance on how they would prefer to be consulted.  Although not legally 
binding, proponents are encouraged to respect these community processes where it is reasonable to 
do so. Please note that there is no obligation for a proponent to pay a fee to an Aboriginal community 
in order to enter into a consultation process.   
  
To ensure that the Crown is aware of existing community consultation protocols, proponents should 
contact the relevant Crown ministry when presented with a consultation protocol by an Aboriginal 
community or anyone purporting to be a representative of an Aboriginal community.  
 
  
VI. WHAT IF MORE THAN ONE PROVINCIAL CROWN MINISTRY IS INVOLVED IN APPROVING 
A PROPONENT’S PROJECT?  
  
Depending on the project and the required permits or approvals, one or more ministries may delegate 
procedural aspects of the Crown’s duty to consult to the proponent. The proponent may contact 
individual ministries for guidance related to the delegation of procedural aspects of consultation for 
ministry-specific permits/approvals required for the project in question. Proponents are encouraged to 
seek input from all involved Crown ministries sooner rather than later.  



Ministry of Heritage, Sport,  
Tourism, and Culture Industries 

Programs and Services Branch 
401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 
Toronto, ON  M7A 0A7 
Tel: 416.314.7182 

Ministère des Industries du Patrimoine, 
du Sport, du Tourisme et de la Culture  

Direction des programmes et des services 
401, rue Bay, Bureau 1700 
Toronto, ON  M7A 0A7 
Tél: 416.314.7182 

19 December 2019 EMAIL ONLY 

Brian Wickenheiser 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Ainley & Associates Limited 
550 Welham Drive 
Barrie, ON  L4N 8Z7 
Wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com 

MHSTCI File : 0011383 
Your File : 219040 
Proponent : County of Simcoe 
Subject : Notice of Commencement 
Project  : 
Location       : 

North Elmvale Trail Gap 
North of the community of Elmvale, Township of Springwater, County of 
Simcoe 

Dear Brian Wickenheiser: 

Thank you for providing the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries (MHSTCI) with the 
Notice of Commencement for the above-referenced project. MHSTCI’s interest in this Environmental 
Assessment (EA) project relates to its mandate of conserving Ontario’s cultural heritage, which includes: 

• Archaeological resources, including land and marine;
• Built heritage resources, including bridges and monuments; and,
• Cultural heritage landscapes.

Under the EA process, the proponent is required to determine a project’s potential impact on cultural 
heritage resources. The recommendations below are for a Schedule B Municipal Class EA project, as 
described in the notice of study commencement. If any municipal bridges may be impacted by this project, 
we can provide additional screening documentation as formulated by the Municipal Engineers Association 
in consultation with MHSTCI. 

Project Summary 
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class EA to 
identify a suitable trail route to connect a 1,100-metre gap in the Simcoe County Loop Trail between Flos 
Road 10 West and approximately 130 metres north of the County Road 27 and County Road 6 South 
intersection. The regional trail connection will join sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada 
Trail directly north of the community of Elmvale.  

Identifying Cultural Heritage Resources 
While some cultural heritage resources may have already been formally identified, others may be identified 
through screening and evaluation. Indigenous communities may have knowledge that can contribute to the 
identification of cultural heritage resources, and we suggest that any engagement with Indigenous 
communities includes a discussion about known or potential cultural heritage resources that are of value to 
these communities. Municipal Heritage Committees, historical societies and other local heritage 
organizations may also have knowledge that contributes to the identification of cultural heritage resources. 

Archaeological Resources  
This EA project may impact archaeological resources and should be screened using the MHSTCI Criteria
for Evaluating Archaeological Potential to determine if an archaeological assessment is needed. MHSTCI 
archaeological sites data are available at archaeology@ontario.ca. If the EA project area exhibits 

mailto:Wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com
http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0478E~3/$File/0478E.pdf
http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0478E~3/$File/0478E.pdf
mailto:archaeology@ontario.ca
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It is the sole responsibility of proponents to ensure that any information and documentation submitted as part of their EA report or file 
is accurate.  MHSTCI makes no representation or warranty as to the completeness, accuracy or quality of the any checklists, reports 
or supporting documentation submitted as part of the EA process, and in no way shall MHSTCI be liable for any harm, damages, 
costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result if any checklists, reports or supporting documents are discovered to be 
inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent.  

Please notify MHSTCI if archaeological resources are impacted by EA project work. All activities impacting archaeological resources 
must cease immediately, and a licensed archaeologist is required to carry out an archaeological assessment in accordance with the 
Ontario Heritage Act and the Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists.   

If human remains are encountered, all activities must cease immediately and the local police as well as the Registrar, Burials of the 
Ministry of Government and Consumer Services (416-326-8800) must be contacted. In situations where human remains are 
associated with archaeological resources, MHSTCI should also be notified to ensure that the site is not subject to unlicensed 
alterations which would be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

archaeological potential, then an archaeological assessment (AA) should be undertaken by an 
archaeologist licenced under the OHA, who is responsible for submitting the report directly to MHSTCI for 
review. 

Built Heritage and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 
The MHSTCI Criteria for Evaluating Potential for Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage
Landscapes should be completed to help determine whether this EA project may impact cultural heritage 
resources. The Clerks for the municipalities encompassing the EA project can provide information on 
property registered or designated under the Ontario Heritage Act. Municipal Heritage Planners can also 
provide information that will assist in completing the checklist.  

If potential or known heritage resources exist, MHSTCI recommends that a Heritage Impact Assessment 
(HIA), prepared by a qualified consultant, should be completed to assess potential project impacts. Our 
Ministry’s Info Sheet #5: Heritage Impact Assessments and Conservation Plans outlines the scope of HIAs. 
Please send the HIA to MHSTCI (and the local municipality as appropriate) for review, and make it available 
to local organizations or individuals who have expressed interest in review.  

Environmental Assessment Reporting 
All technical cultural heritage studies and their recommendations are to be addressed and incorporated into 
EA projects. Please advise MHSTCI whether any technical cultural heritage studies will be completed for 
this EA project, and provide them to MHSTCI before issuing a Notice of Completion or commencing any 
work on the site. If screening has identified no known or potential cultural heritage resources, or no impacts 
to these resources, please include the completed checklists and supporting documentation in the EA report 
or file.  

Thank you for consulting MHSTCI on this project and please continue to do so throughout the EA process.  
If you have any questions or require clarification, do not hesitate to contact me.  

Sincerely, 

Neil MacKay 
Heritage Planner 
Heritage Planning Unit 
neil.mackay@ontario.ca 

Copied to:  Julie Scruton, Manager, Transportation Construction, County of Simcoe  

http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0500E~1/$File/0500E.pdf
http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0500E~1/$File/0500E.pdf
http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/publications/Heritage_Tool_Kit_Heritage_PPS_infoSheet.pdf
mailto:neil.mackay@ontario.ca


1

Jody Marks

From: Brian Wickenheiser
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2019 12:37 PM
To: Jody Marks
Subject: Fwd: North Elmvale Trail Gap - Class EA Notice of Commencement and PIC

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Tom Reeve <Tom.Reeve@barrie.ca> 
Date: October 23, 2019 at 12:34:48 PM EDT 
To: "Wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com" <Wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com>, "Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca" 
<Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca> 
Cc: Kelly Oakley <Kelly.Oakley@barrie.ca> 
Subject: North Elmvale Trail Gap ‐ Class EA Notice of Commencement and PIC 

Hello Brian, Julie, 

The City of Barrie has received your Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre 
(PIC) regarding the North Elmvale Trail Gap project.  You can circulate me directly on  further 
notifications related to this EA however, given the distance from the City of Barrie, it is unlikely the City 
will be providing any comments.   

Good luck at your PIC. 

Regards, 

Tom Reeve, P.Eng. 
Senior Asset Management Program Coordinator
Engineering Department 

City Hall, 70 Collier Street, P.O. Box 400, Barrie ON, L4M 4T5 
Office: 705‐739‐4220 x4465 | Fax: 705‐739‐4247 
www.barrie.ca 

This email message (including attachments, if any) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
information that is privileged, proprietary, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that 
any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify the sender and delete this e‐mail immediately. If this email is intended for you, please consider the environment before printing.

This E-mail message (including attachments, if any) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
information that is privileged, proprietary, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the 
sender and erase this E-mail message immediately.

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
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Jody Marks

From: Michael Bender <MBender@tcto.ca>
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2019 9:14 AM
To: Jody Marks
Cc: Shompa Hai; Shompa Hai
Subject: Re: North Elmvale Trail Gap - Class EA Notice of Commencement and PIC

Hi Jody, 

Thanks very much for sending the project notice. We are very interested in this project and will be attending 
the Public Information Centre in order to review options and submit our comments. Our representative on 
this project will be Shompa Hai, General Manager, Trans Canada Trail Ontario, who I have copied on this 
email. 

Thanks and All the Best, 
Mike 

Mike Bender, 
Chair, Board of Directors, Trans Canada Trail Ontario (TCTO) 

From: Jody Marks <marks@ainleygroup.com> 
Sent: October 21, 2019 2:08 PM 
To: Michael Bender <MBender@tcto.ca> 
Subject: North Elmvale Trail Gap ‐ Class EA Notice of Commencement and PIC  

Hello,  

The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans 
Canada Trail. You are on the stakeholder contact list for this project. Please find attached the Notice of Study 
Commencement and Public Information Centre. 

If you have any question please do not hesitate to contact us. Thank you.  

Best Regards, 

Jody Marks 
Environmental Planner 

www.ainleygroup.com 
Tel:  (705) 726-3371 Ext. 227 

CAUTION: The information contained in and/or attached to this transmission is solely for the use of the intended recipient. Any copying, distribution or
use by others, without the express written consent of the Ainley Group, is strictly prohibited. The recipient is responsible for confirming the accuracy and
completeness of the information with the originator. Please advise the sender if you believe this message has been received by you in error. 
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Jody Marks

From: Michael Bender <MBender@tcto.ca>
Sent: Thursday, November 28, 2019 9:24 AM
To: Jody Marks; Brian Wickenheiser; Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca; Shompa Hai
Subject: Re: North Elmvale Trail Gap - Class EA Notice of Commencement and PIC
Attachments: TCTO review comments_Elmvale Trail Gap Alternatives_November 2019.pdf

Hello Everyone, 
 
Trans Canada Trail Ontario is pleased to provide our review comments regarding the Class EA for the North 
Elmvale Trail Gap project, which are attached.  
Please keep us informed about the project as you work towards completing it. 
 
Thanks and Best Regards, 
Mike 
 
Mike Bender, 
Chair, Board of Directors, Trans Canada Trail Ontario 
 

From: Jody Marks <marks@ainleygroup.com> 
Sent: October 21, 2019 2:08 PM 
To: Michael Bender <MBender@tcto.ca> 
Subject: North Elmvale Trail Gap ‐ Class EA Notice of Commencement and PIC  
  
Hello,  
  
The County of Simcoe has retained the services of Ainley Group to undertake a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans 
Canada Trail. You are on the stakeholder contact list for this project. Please find attached the Notice of Study 
Commencement and Public Information Centre. 
  
If you have any question please do not hesitate to contact us. Thank you.   
  
Best Regards, 
  
Jody Marks 
Environmental Planner 

 
www.ainleygroup.com 
Tel:  (705) 726-3371 Ext. 227 

CAUTION: The information contained in and/or attached to this transmission is solely for the use of the intended recipient. Any copying, distribution or
use by others, without the express written consent of the Ainley Group, is strictly prohibited. The recipient is responsible for confirming the accuracy and
completeness of the information with the originator. Please advise the sender if you believe this message has been received by you in error.  

  



REVIEW COMMENTS NOVEMBER 2019 SHOMPA HAI 

County of Simcoe 

North Elmvale Trail Gap 

Phase 2 of the Class EA Schedule ‘B’ process, alternative solutions 

Option 1: 

The status of the permission for the trail on the private land to be discussed and considered if the section of property 

where the trail would go can be secured with an easement or written agreement (minimum 25 years) for the long 

term. 

Option 2: 

Good option given that the trail would be designed with effective buffer between the new trail and the agricultural 

land. 

Option 3 

Good option given the water trail crossing would be designed environmentally, with no impact to the water course. 

Option 4 

Not an option to be considered. 

Option 5 

Not a viable option. 

Note:  

Trans Canada Trail Ontario (TCTO) would like to be involved in the process. 

Please update us with your work progress.  
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Jody Marks

From: Brian Wickenheiser
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2019 9:11 AM
To: Jody Marks
Subject: Fwd: North Elmvale Trail Gap
Attachments: image001.png; ATT00001.htm; County of Simcoe, North Elmvale Trail Gap. Schedule B 

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment.pdf; ATT00002.htm

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Sean Davison <sdavison@hiawathafn.ca> 
Date: October 25, 2019 at 9:00:33 AM EDT 
To: "julie.scruton@simcoe.ca" <julie.scruton@simcoe.ca>, "wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com" 
<wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com> 
Subject: North Elmvale Trail Gap 

Good morning Julie and Brian. 
As info.  I have received the above via registered mail.  I have reviewed the documents provided and at 
this time, I have no questions or concerns. I will revisit the project material via your website after 
November 7th.  Should anything change, I will reach out at that time.  
Thank you and have a great weekend. 

Sean  

Thank you; 

Sean Davison 
Community Consultation Worker  
123 Paudash St.  
Hiawatha First Nation, ON, K9J 0E6 
P: 705-295-4421 
F: 705-295-4424 
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Jody Marks

From: Catherine Dupont <catherine.dupont@cnhw.qc.ca>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2019 10:38 AM 
To: Scruton, Julie <Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca> 
Cc: Maxime Picard <maxime.picard@cnhw.qc.ca> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Simcoe County Loop Trail Project 

Thank you  for your prompt reply. 

Can you please keep us updated on the progress of the archaeological component of the EA?  

We might want to be involved in the Stage 2 AA, if Stage 2 is being undertaken.  

My colleague Maxime Picard (CC`d above) is the primary contact for coordinating Ontario heritage related project.  I 
would appreciate if you could please loop him as well. 

Would it be possible to have a copy of the Stage 1 AA for our record? 

Thank you 
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De : Scruton, Julie [mailto:Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca]  
Envoyé : 6 novembre 2019 10:27 
À : Catherine Dupont <catherine.dupont@cnhw.qc.ca> 
Objet : RE: Simcoe County Loop Trail Project 

Good morning Catherine, 

A Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment was completed for the study area. The results of the assessment were
that some lands exhibit potential and if impacted, would require additional survey through a Stage 2
Archaeological Investigation. These areas are adjacent to lands previously disturbed by the rail and road
construction or low lying wet areas. With a standard trail width of 3 – 4 metres, most of the options appear
within the disturbed road corridor. If disturbance from trail construction remains within the previously disturbed
areas, a Stage 2 Investigation would not be required.  

Regards, 

Julie Scruton, P.Eng. 
Manager, Transportation Construction 
County of Simcoe, Transportation & Engineering 
1110 Highway 26, Midhurst, Ontario L9X 1N6 
Phone: 705-726-9300 Ext. 1176 Fax 705-727-7984 
Cell: 705-795-0787 
E-mail: Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca 
simcoe.ca 

From: Catherine Dupont <catherine.dupont@cnhw.qc.ca>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2019 8:46 AM 
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To: Scruton, Julie <Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Simcoe County Loop Trail Project 

Good morning,  

I was wondering if any archaeological assessment has been undertaken as part of the Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment for the Loop Trail Project?   

If so, could you please provide me with a copy of the report? 

Thank you 

Regards, 



COUNTY OF SIMCOE | NORTH ELMVALE TRAIL GAP 

PROJECT NO. 219040 NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT & PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE Appendix |  D

Public Comments Received 



From: Brian Wickenheiser
To:
Cc: Jody Marks
Subject: RE: north elmvale trail gap
Date: Friday, November 08, 2019 10:43:56 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Hi ,

Please see the following links to the County’s website.  The first link is to the Notices section of the County’s
Transportation and Engineering Department where all of the Public Information Centre (PIC) information can be
found while the second link takes you directly into the display boards that were presented at the PIC.

https://www.simcoe.ca/dpt/trs/notices

https://www.simcoe.ca/TransportationEngineering/Documents/PIC%20Elmvale%20Trail%20Gap%20-
%20PIC%20Presentation_FINAL.pdf

If you have any other questions let us know and thank you for coming out to the PIC last night.

Regards,

Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E.
Bridges and Structures Group Lead
image003

www.ainleygroup.com
Tel:  (705) 726-3371 Ext. 240
Cell: (705) 790-7365

CAUTION: The information contained in and/or attached to this transmission is solely for the use of the intended recipient. Any
copying, distribution or use by others, without the express written consent of the Ainley Group, is strictly prohibited. The recipient is
responsible for confirming the accuracy and completeness of the information with the originator. Please advise the sender if you
believe this message has been received by you in error.

From: 
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2019 7:46 PM
To: Brian Wickenheiser
Subject: north elmvale trail gap

Hello
I attended the open house today and wish to submit my comments online. I can't find the information
boards that were at the open house and that I was told would be online also. I'd like to review them
again before making comment
thanks

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=877676B81F3C46A5BE40965007816813-WICKENHEISE
mailto:marks@ainleygroup.com
https://www.simcoe.ca/dpt/trs/notices
https://www.simcoe.ca/TransportationEngineering/Documents/PIC%20Elmvale%20Trail%20Gap%20-%20PIC%20Presentation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.simcoe.ca/TransportationEngineering/Documents/PIC%20Elmvale%20Trail%20Gap%20-%20PIC%20Presentation_FINAL.pdf
file:////c/www.ainleygroup.com
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North Elmvale Trail Gap Class Environmental Assessment - Schedule 'S'

Public Information Centre - Elmvale Community Hall
Thursday, November 7, 2019. Open House 4:00pm to 7:00pm

COMMENT SHEET

Please print. Use back of page if necessary.
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PIC presentation material is available on the County of Simcoe's website at www.simcoe.ca. Please submit this
Comment Sheet by November 21, 2019 to either:

Mr. Brian Wickenheiser, P. Eng., P.E.
Bridges and Structures Group Lead

Ainley Group

550 Welham Drive
Barrie, Ontario L4N 8Z7

E-mail: WickenheiserOSainleygroup.com

Ms. Julie Scruton, P.Eng.
Manager, Transportation Construction

County of Simcoe
1110 Highway 26

Midhurst, Ontario L9X 1N6
E-mail: Jylie.Scruton@simcoe.ca

Name:

Mailing 

Telephone^ 7 E-mail Addres

Comments and information regarding this project are being collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act for the purpose of meeting environmental assessment requirements. With the exception of personal information, all comments
received will become a part of the public record. Page 1 of 2
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North Elmvale Trail Gap Glass Environmental Assessment - Schedule 'B'

Public lnformation Centre - Elmvale Community Hall

Thursday, November 7,2019. Open House 4:00pm to 7:00pm

COMMENT SHEET

P|ease print. Use back of page if necessary.
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PIC presbntation material is available on the County of Simcoe's website at www.simcoe.ca. Please submit this
Comment Sheet by November 21,2019 to either:

Mr. Brian Wickenheiser, P. Eng., P.E.
Bridges and Structures Group Lead

Ainley Group

550 Welham Drive
Barrie, Ontario L4N 827

E-mail: Wickenheiser@ainlevqroup.com

Ms. Julie Scruton, P.Eng.
Manager, Transportation Construction

County of Simcoe
1 1 10 Highway 26

Midhurst, Ontario LgX 1N6
E-mail: Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca

 
E-mail Address

Comments and information regarding this project are being collected in accordance with the Freedom of lnformation and Protection of
Privacy Act for the purpose of meeting environmental assessmert requirements. With the exception of personal information, all comments

received will become a paft of the public record Page 1 of 2



c

0 ra u/fh / n f/a* /oco/, urt .

ffio^ | /-r t/,e /"cfuu'tr9,f:-'f il:-*,/s*iiie.Ay 
#te exrch"n1 fala:l berl' Tn e /nshr;1

h0ners art turl cripp*E M /cyd' hrtNeter /h'Y 
lJ-Gre he:! if 4s n/nyrea t ,./f !"y, /ase y'Ae-

C gf *n"1 { .a/utoy bA fAey tut/l on/L' Aare I ot

o;-r@*o f"ni nfl*^ q08 cLcfts '5b 6a*lr
Ti+en 1 rt Afunfar{ Vn</r}^/C€ .

Page 2 of 2



County of Sfrncoe _ Web Map

&rea- foJctut (rorrtou- ,rntp) S/tsuts /ocahort
4 he ryrrcu/lu.at frta tho* fi"i'durty SPnry rne k or excasst r€ r@rrt.

l

NI

*
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Response Letters 
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Jody Marks

From: Jody Marks
Sent: Friday, November 08, 2019 2:58 PM
To:
Cc: Brian Wickenheiser
Subject: County of Simcoe Website Link to Presentation Material (North Elmvale Trail Gap Class 

EA)

Hello 

Please see the following links to the County’s website. The first link is to the Notices section of the County’s 
Transportation and Engineering Department where all of the Public Information Centre (PIC) information can be found 
while the second link takes you directly into the display boards that were presented at the PIC. 

https://www.simcoe.ca/dpt/trs/notices 

https://www.simcoe.ca/TransportationEngineering/Documents/PIC%20Elmvale%20Trail%20Gap%20‐
%20PIC%20Presentation_FINAL.pdf 

If you have any questions let us know and thank you for coming out to the PIC last night. 

Best Regards, 

Jody Marks 
Environmental Planner 

www.ainleygroup.com 
Tel:  (705) 726-3371 Ext. 227 

CAUTION: The information contained in and/or attached to this transmission is solely for the use of the intended recipient. Any copying, distribution or
use by others, without the express written consent of the Ainley Group, is strictly prohibited. The recipient is responsible for confirming the accuracy and
completeness of the information with the originator. Please advise the sender if you believe this message has been received by you in error. 



Ainley & Associates Limited 
550 Welham Road, Barrie, Ontario, L4N 8Z7 

Tel: (705) 726-3371   Fax: (705) 726-4391 
 E-mail barrie@ainleygroup.com

Creating Quality Solutions Together 

December 20, 2019   File No. 219040 

Re: County of Simcoe 
North Elmvale Trail Gap 
Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
Response to Comments Received 

Dear : 

The County of Simcoe held a Public Information Centre (PIC) for the above noted Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) on Thursday November 7, 2019. The purpose of the PIC was 
to present options for implementing a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe 
Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail. We thank you for your interest in this project and for submitting a 
comment. The purpose of this letter is to provide you with an update regarding the project in response 
to your comments received.   

The County and project team are reviewing the input received during the consultation period to assist 
with the selection of the preferred solution. Deliberation is ongoing to ensure that the preferred 
solution selected creates a functioning and safe trail route, has limited environmental impacts, while 
ensuring reduced risk and vulnerability to potentially hazardous flooding conditions. 

In accordance with the Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class EA process a Project File Report (PFR) is being 
prepared for this project and will be made available for a 30-day public review period. A Notice of 
Completion will be issued to provide information pertaining to the filing of the Project File Report and 
to identify available viewing locations. 

We have added your name to the contact list for the project and will provide you with information and 
updates throughout this planning process. Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this 
project, please contact the undersigned or Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe, at 705-726-9300, 
ext. 1176 or via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   

Yours truly, 

AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

Brian R. Wickenheiser, P. Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Tel:  705-726-3371, ext. 240 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com  

'General Response Letter'

mailto:barrie@ainleygroup.com
mailto:julie.scruton@simcoe.ca
mailto:wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com
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Jody Marks

From: Jody Marks
Sent: Wednesday, February 05, 2020 2:59 PM
To: 'catherine.dupont@cnhw.qc.ca'
Cc: 'maxime.picard@cnhw.qc.ca'; Julie Scruton 
Subject: Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment for the North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA
Attachments: 19EA-069 Stage 1 Report FINAL_January 29.pdf

Dear Catherine, 
 
Please find attached the requested archaeological assessment that has been completed as part of the North Elmvale 
Trail Gap Class Environmental Assessment process. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Jody Marks 
Environmental Planner 

 
www.ainleygroup.com 
Tel:  (705) 726-3371 Ext. 227 

CAUTION: The information contained in and/or attached to this transmission is solely for the use of the intended recipient. Any copying, distribution or
use by others, without the express written consent of the Ainley Group, is strictly prohibited. The recipient is responsible for confirming the accuracy and
completeness of the information with the originator. Please advise the sender if you believe this message has been received by you in error.  
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Appendix E 
Public Information Centre Presentation Material 



Date: Thursday, November 7, 2019 
Time: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Location: Elmvale Community Hall 

33 Queen Street W. 
Elmvale, ON L0L 1P0 

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE 

COUNTY OF SIMCOE 

North Elmvale Trail Gap  
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment - 

Schedule ‘B’ 



CLIENT NAME & SOLICITATION NUMBER 
PROJECT TITLE 

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 

PROJECT TEAM ORGANIZATION CHART 

2 

WELCOME 

PLEASE SIGN IN 

This public meeting will present the following project information: 

Please review the display material and feel free to discuss any points with members of the study team in 

attendance.  All PIC material will be available on the County’s website at www.simcoe.ca as of 

November 8, 2019. We invite you to provide any comments, in writing, on the Comment Sheet provided. 

Your Input is Appreciated! 

 Project Background 

 Problem / Opportunity Statement 

 The Municipal Class Environmental 

Assessment Process 

 Alternative Solutions under consideration  

 Evaluation of Alternatives 

 Next steps in process 

http://www.simcoe.ca/
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PROJECT TITLE 

PROJECT TEAM ORGANIZATION CHART 

3 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 

 As a result of the County of Simcoe’s 2008 
Transportation Master Plan and the New Official Plan 
adopted in 2008, it was determined that there was a 
need for the County to take on a role to coordinate and 
support the development of trails and active 
transportation routes to help build a healthier and 
stronger County.   
 

 The County of Simcoe has undertaken the 
development of the Simcoe County Trails Strategy to 
guide investment and development of a County-wide 
trail network.  After much stakeholder consultation, 
the Simcoe County Trails Strategy was approved by 
Council and released in August 2014. 
 

 The Simcoe County Trails Strategy presents the 
concept of regional loop trails. The Simcoe County 
Loop Trail proposes to connect the municipalities of 
Barrie, Oro-Medonte, Orillia, Severn, Tay, Midland, 
Penetanguishene, Tiny and Springwater. The Simcoe 
County Loop Trail follows a large part of the Trans 
Canada Trail.  

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 
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4 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 

 Identified within the strategy are key trail gaps that exist within the current Simcoe County trails 
network. The County-wide trail network would be greatly enhanced if such gaps were closed.  
 

 Within the North Simcoe Rail Trail/ Trans Canada Trail network, there is a 1,100m gap between 
the southern trail terminus at Flos Road 10 West, and the northern trail terminus approximately 
130m north of the County Road 27 / County Road 6 South intersection.  
 
 

 The project area is within the Township of Springwater, north of Elmvale.  
 

PROBLEM/OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: 
 
The purpose of the study is to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe 
Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail.   
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MUNICIPAL CLASS EA PROCESS 

WE ARE HERE 

 A municipality is required to conduct a 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
before this type of infrastructure improvement 
project can proceed to construction.  A 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
follows an approved planning process 
designed to protect the environment and to 
ensure compliance with the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act.  
 

 The purpose of the Ontario Environmental 
Assessment Act (EA Act) is to provide for 
“…the betterment of the people of the whole 
or any part of Ontario by providing for the 
protection, conservation and wise 
management in Ontario of the environment.“  
The term “environment” is broadly defined 
and includes the built, natural, socio-
economic and cultural environments.  
 

 Based on the scope of work proposed, this 
project is classified as a Schedule ‘B’ in 
accordance with the Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Oct. 2000, as 
amended 2007, 2011 & 2015) and requires 
completion of Phases 1 and 2.  

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 
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STUDY AREA AND EXISTING CONDITIONS 

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 

Study Area (approximate) 

Land Use: 
 The study area is comprised of rural residences and agricultural 

lands. 
 In general, the project area has been highly modified through 

agricultural clearing, road construction, road maintenance and 
residential construction activities.  
 

Natural and Cultural Heritage: 
The Wye River bisects the southern portion of the study area and 

as a result portions of the study area are within lands regulated by 
the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA). 
There are no Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) or 

Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSW) within the study area. This 
project is not within the Greenbelt Area, the Oak Ridges Moraine 
Area or the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area. 
The land now encompassed by the Township of Springwater has a 

cultural history which begins approximately 10,000 years ago and 
continues to the present. 
There are no previously registered archaeological sites within 1km 

of the study area.  
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ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS 
During Phase 2 of the Class EA process, alternative solutions were developed to address the problem/opportunity statement.  

 Option  – Do Nothing: The “Do-Nothing” option considers no improvements and/or modifications. This alternative does not address the Problem 
Statement and is provided as a benchmark to gauge the potential impacts of the other options being considered. 

 
All of the following trail options require that trail users travel north from the current trail terminus by crossing Flos Road 10 West.  
 

 Option 1 – Former Railway: This option proposes the trail to be routed on top of the old railway bed (currently privately owned). The current 
timber trestle watercourse crossing would be reconstructed with a pedestrian bridge. Through the northern portion, trail users would be required 
to cross County Road 6 and proceed northbound following the road right-of-way (ROW) on the west side of County Road 27. The trail would 
continue within the ROW until the route meets the terminus of the existing Trans Canada Trail.  

 
 Option 2 – Agricultural Field: The trail route is proposed along the boundary of the agricultural field to the west of the former railway. 

Consideration would need to be given to provide separation of the trail from active agricultural lands and ensure trail users stay on the designated 
path. The northern half of the proposed trail would follow the same path as described in Option 1.  

 
 Option 3 – West Side of County Road 27: Trail users would travel eastbound along the shoulder of Flos Road 10 West until County Road 27 

where they would turn north. The trail is proposed on the west side of County Road 27 as a separated path from the road. To achieve this, the 
trail would be constructed on the back of the roadside ditch and two new watercourse trail crossings would be constructed over the Wye River 
and tributary. The northern half of the proposed trail would follow the same path as described in Option 1. 

 
 Option 4 – East Side of County Road 27: Similar to Option 3, trail users would travel eastbound along the shoulder of Flos Road 10 West until 

County Road 27. Trail users would be required to cross County Road 27 and continue travelling northbound on the east side of County Road 27. 
The current gravel shoulder of County Road 27 would be paved for the trail alignment. Once trail users reached Flos Road 11 they would be 
required to cross back westbound and meet the existing Trans Canada Trail.  
 

 Option 5 – Relocate Bridge and Realignment of Wye River: The route proposed under this option would follow the same path as Option 3. 
However, the County Road 27 Wye River bridge would be relocated approximately 50m south. Relocation would allow for a wider width bridge to 
be constructed that would carry both the trail crossing and road. With the relocation of the Wye River bridge, a portion of the Wye River would 
need to be realigned. The northern half of the proposed trail would follow the same path as described in Option 1. 

 

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 
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ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS 

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 
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SUMMARY OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS WITHIN AREA 

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 

Cultural Heritage Impacts: 
A Cultural Heritage Resource (CHR) Assessment was 
completed for the study area and identified three potential 
CHRs: 
 CHR 1- Farmscape at 15513 County Road 27 
 CHR 2- Farmscape at 1832 County Road 6 
 CHR 3- Residence at 1697 County Road 6. 
These CHRs include the entire property parcel, and may 
be subject to vegetation removal, grading, and/or 
encroachment on the residences, outbuildings, and other 
heritage attributes associated with these properties. 
 
Archaeological Impacts: 
A Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment was completed for 
the study area. The results of the assessment were that 
some lands exhibit potential and if impacted, would require 
additional survey through a Stage 2 Archaeological 
Investigation. These areas are adjacent to lands previously 
disturbed by the rail and road construction or low lying wet 
areas. With a standard trail width of 3 – 4 metres, most of 
the options appear within the disturbed road corridor. If 
disturbance from trail construction remains within the 
previously disturbed areas, a Stage 2 Investigation would 
not be required.  

CHR 3 

CHR 2 

CHR 1 

Potential Cultural Heritage Resource 



CLIENT NAME & SOLICITATION NUMBER 
PROJECT TITLE 

PROJECT TEAM ORGANIZATION CHART 

10 

SUMMARY OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS WITHIN AREA 

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 

Natural Heritage Impacts: 
 
 The Wye River and the tributary to the Wye River 

are considered to have direct fish habitat; this 
watercourse would therefore potentially be 
influenced by the construction of pedestrian 
crossings. 
 

 Vegetation communities were classified in 
accordance with the Ecological Land 
Classification (ELC) system community codes. 
ELC facilitates the identification of vegetation 
communities likely to support features or 
functions of conservation interests and Species at 
Risk.  
 

 Within the possible areas of disturbance in and 
around the Wye River, there is potential habitat 
for Blanding’s Turtle (Threatened) that may be 
impacted. 

 
 No Barn Swallow (Threatened) nests were observed during site investigation; however, bird nests were observed under the Wye River bridge 

and therefore potential for Barn Swallow nesting is present. Additional surveys may be required if Option 5 is selected.  
 

 Recommended timing window for clearing of vegetation would be outside of the peak nesting season of April 1 to August 31 to minimize impacts 
on breeding birds. Tree removal is recommended to be completed outside the timing window of April 31 to October 1 to minimize impact to 
Species at Risk bats.  
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EVALUATION 

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 

 To assist in the selection of the preferred solution, an evaluation matrix was developed using 
criteria considered key to this project.  
 

 The evaluation matrix provides a means of comparing the effects that each option will 
generate on the area environment (physical, natural, cultural and socio-economic).  
 

 Visual markers were used to represent the potential for impact on each of the evaluation 
criteria. Green represents the most preferred option, as it will address the key concerns, but 
create the least amount of environmental impact. Red is indicative of a least preferred option 
as it has a higher potential to impact the environment. A blank space indicates that the 
impact is considered neutral. An alternative that receives the highest number of “positive” 
visual markers and also addresses key issues is considered to be the Preliminary Preferred 
Solution. 
 

The Evaluation Matrix markers: 
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EVALUATION MATRIX 

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 

Preliminary Preferred Solution 



 All PIC material will be made available on the County’s website at www.simcoe.ca  

 Comments will be received for consideration until November 21, 2019. The project team will 
review all comments and prepare responses. At this phase a Preferred Solution will be 
selected. All comments received and municipal responses will be available for viewing in the 
Project File Report (PFR) for this Class EA.  
 

 The PFR will be prepared to document the Class EA process and made available for a 30-day 
public review period.  
 

 A Notice of Completion will be issued that will identify the Preferred Solution. The Notice will 
also inform the start of the 30-day review period and the locations available to review the PFR 
document. The notice will also provide instructions for submitting a Part II Order request.  
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 

http://www.simcoe.ca/
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COMMENTS 

Ms. Julie Scruton, P. Eng. 
Manager, Transportation Construction 
County of Simcoe 
1110 Highway 26 
Midhurst, Ontario L9X 1N6 
E-mail: Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca 
  

Mr. Brian Wickenheiser, P. Eng., P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Ainley Group 
550 Welham Drive 
Barrie, Ontario L4N 8Z7 
E-mail:  Wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com 
  

Thank you for your attendance at this meeting!  
We appreciate your participation. 

 We invite you to provide any comments, in writing, on the Comment Sheet provided. 

 All comments are to be submitted by November 21, 2019 to either of the following members of 

the Project Team:  

North Elmvale Trail Gap Class EA 

mailto:Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca
mailto:Wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com
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North Elmvale Trail Gap 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Notice of Completion

Background 
The County of Simcoe has completed a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to 
identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail between Flos 
Road 10 West and County Road 6. A Public Information Centre was held on November 7, 2019 to present several 
alternative solutions and to solicit input from stakeholders. After a review of comments received, Option 1 – 
Abandoned Railway Corridor has been selected as the Preferred Solution. This option creates a highly functioning 
and safe trail connection with limited potential to impact the environment. Option 1 provides a solution that limits 
property damage, and does not create new or aggravate existing flood hazard. 

Project File Report 
In accordance with the Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class EA 
process, a Project File Report (PFR) has been prepared 
to document the Class EA process completed for this 
undertaking and by this Notice is being placed in the 
public record for a 30 day review and comment period. 
A digital copy of the PFR will be available on the County 
of Simcoe’s website at www.simcoe.ca on April 2, 2020. 
If you are unable to access the digital copy, a hard copy 
may be mailed to you upon special request. Please 
contact Ms. Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe at the 
contact information listed below.  

If you have any outstanding concerns regarding this 
project, please contact Ms. Julie Scruton by May 2, 
2020. If concerns regarding this project cannot be 
resolved with the County, a person or party may request 
that the Minister of the Environment make an order for 
the project to comply with Part II of the Environmental 
Assessment Act (referred to as a Part II Order), which 
addresses individual environmental assessments. To 
submit a Part II Order request, complete the Ministry of 
the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) Part II Order Request Form available on the County of Simcoe’s 
website. The form must be submitted by May 2, 2020 to the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
and a duplicate copy of the request must also be forwarded to the Director of Environmental Assessment and 
Permissions Branch, and Ms. Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe at the addresses shown below: 

 Minister 
Ministry of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks 
77 Wellesley St. W, 

11th Floor 
Toronto ON M7A 2T5 

Minister.mecp@ontario.ca 

Director, Environmental Assessment 
and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 

135 St. Clair Ave W, 1st Floor 
Toronto ON M4V 1P5 

enviropermissions@ontario.ca 

Ms. Julie Scruton, P.Eng. 
Manager, Transportation 

Construction 
County of Simcoe 
1110 Highway 26 

Midhurst, Ontario L9X 1N6 
Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca 

If no Part II Order requests are received by 4:00p.m. May 2, 2020 the County of Simcoe intends to proceed with 
detailed design. Construction would occur in 2021, subject to funding and the receipt of necessary approvals. 
Personal information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and 
maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public as described in s.37 of the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a public 
record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. 
For more information, please contact the Ministry's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-
1600. 

This Notice first issued on April 2, 2020. 

Study Area
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Title First Last Title Company Address 1 Address 2 Town PC Telephone Email
Provincial  & Federal Agencies

Ms. Chunmei Liu

Environmental Resource Planner & EA 
Coordinator - Air, Pesticides and 
Environmental Planner (Barrie, Orillia & 
County of Simcoe)

Ministry of Environment, Conservation and 
Parks 5775 Yonge Street 8th Floor North York, ON M2M 4J1 416-326-4886 chunmei.liu@ontario.ca

Ms. Cindy Hood District Manager
Barrie District Office
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and 
Parks

54 Cedar Point Drive Unit 1201 Barrie, ON L4N 5R7 705-739-6436 cindy.hood@ontario.ca

Environmental Assessment and Permissions 
Branch

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks 135 St. Clair Avenue West 1st Floor Toronto, ON M4V 1P5 eanotification.cregion@ontario.ca

Mr. Dan Thompson Acting - District Manager Midhurst District
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 2284 Nursery Road Midhurst, ON L0L 1X0 705-725-7561 dan.l.thompson@ontario.ca

Mr. Calvin Curtis Regional Director Ministry of Transportation, Central Region 159 Sir William Hearst Ave. Downsview, ON M3M 0B7 416-235-5400 calvin.curtis@ontario.ca 

Ms. Karla Barboza Team Lead Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 401 Bay Street Suite 1700 Toronto, ON   M7A 0A7 (416) 314-7120 karla.barboza@ontario.ca

Ms. Annelies Eckert Rural Planner Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs 519-846-3405 Anneleis.eckert@ontario.ca

Ms. Maya Harris Manager, Community Planning & Development Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 777 Bay Street 13th Floor Toronto, ON M5G 2E5 416-585-6063 maya.harris@ontario.ca

Ms. Sheila Allan Senior Environmental Assessment Officer Environment Canada 867 Lakeshore Road P.O. Box 5050 Burlington, ON  L7R 4AR (905) 336-4948 sheila.allan@ec.gc.ca
Fish Habitat 
Biologist Department of Fisheries and Ocean 867 Lakeshore Road P.O. Box 5050 Burlington, ON L7S 1A1 905-336-4999 info@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Mr. Rob Dobos Manager, Environmental Assessment Section Environment Canada - Environmental 
Protection Operations Division - Ontario 867 Lakeshore Road P.O. Box 5050 Burlington, ON L7R 4A6 905-336-4953 rob.dobos@canada.ca

Mr. Michael Lindsay Manager
Major Projects, Roads & Transit Infrastructure Ontario 777 Bay Street 6th Floor, Suite 602 Toronto, ON M5G 2C8 416-327-8037 michael.lindsay@infrastructureontario.ca

Local Government, Adjacent Municipalities & Other Agencies

Mr. Dave Parks Director, Planning, Development & Transit County of Simcoe 1110 Highway 26 West Midhurst, ON L0L 1X0 705-726-9300  david.parks@simcoe.ca

Ms. Colleen Simpson Manager, 911 & Emergency Planning County of Simcoe 1110 Highway 26 West Midhurst, ON L9X 1N6 colleen.simpson@simcoe.ca

Mr. Allan Greenwood Director, Public Affairs County of Simcoe 1110 Highway 26 West Midhurst, ON L9X 1N6 allan.greenwood@simcoe.ca

Ms. Debbie Korolnek General Manager of Engineering, Planning and 
Environment County of Simcoe 1110 Highway 26 West Midhurst, ON L9X 1N6 Deborah.korolnek@simcoe.ca

Mr. Micheal Bender Chair Board of Directors Trans Canada Trail Ontario mbender@tcto.ca

Mr. Mathieu Roy Vice-President, Trail Development and 
Management Trans Canada Trail Ontario MRoy@tctrail.ca

Ms. Lee Bull Manager, Planning Services Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority John Hix Conservation 
Administration Centre 8195 8th Line Utopia, ON L0M 1T0 lbull@nvca.on.ca

Mr. Chris Hibberd Director, Watershed Management Services Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 8195 8th Line Utopia, ON  L0M 1T0 705-424-1479 c.hibberd@nvca.on.ca

Mr. Jeff Schmidt CAO Township of Springwater 2231 Nursery Road Minesing, ON  L9X 1A8 705-728-4784 Jeff.Schmidt@springwater.ca

Mr. Tom Reeve Senior Asset Management Program 
Coordinator City of Barrie 70 Collier Street City Hall Barrie, ON L4M 4T5 705 739 4220 x4465 Tom.Reeve@barrie.ca

Ms. Gayle Jackson CAO City of Orillia 50 Andrew Street South Suite 300 Orillia, ON L3V 7T5 705-329-7232 qlackson@,orillia.ca

Mr. Doug Luker CAO Township of Tiny 130 Balm Beach Road West Tiny, ON L0L 2J0 (705)526-4204 dluker@tinv.ca

Mr. John  Skorobohacz CAO Town of Midland 575 Dominion Avenue Midland, ON L4R 1R2 705-526-4275 jskorobohacz@midland.ca

Mr. Jeff Lees CAO The Corporation of the Town of Penetanguishene 10 Robert Street West P.O. Box 5009 Penetanguishene, ON L9M 2G2 705-549-7453 jlees@penetanauishene.ca 

Mr. Robin Dunn CAO Township of Oro-Madonte 148 Line 7 South Oro-Medonte, ON L0L2E0 (705) 487-2171 rdunn@oro-medonte.ca

Mr. Robert Lamb CAO Township of Tay 450 Park Street P.O. Bpx 100 Victoria Harbour, 
ON L0K 2A0 705-534-7248 x222 rlamb@tay.ca

Ms. Vivian Chan Planning Officer Simcoe County District School Board 1170 Highway 26 Midhurst, ON L0L 1X0 705-728-7570 
ext. 11311 vchan@scdsb.on.ca

Ms. Bonnie Branch Transportation Coordinator Simcoe County Student Transportation 
Consortium 64 Cedar Pointe Drive Unit 1403 Barrie, ON L4N 5R7 705-733-8965 info@scstc.ca

Ms. Jennifer Sharpe Manager of Planning and Properties Simcoe Muskoka District Catholic School 
Board 46 Alliance Blvd. Barrie, ON  L4M 5K3 705-722-3559 jsharpe@smcdsb.on.ca

Mr. Miguel Ladouceur Director of Building, Maintenance and Planning Conseil Scolaire Viamonde 116 Cornelius Parkway Toronto, ON M6L 2K5 1-416-614-5917 ladouceurm@csviamonde.ca

Mr. Earl Elliott President Simcoe County Historical Association P.O. Box 144 Barrie, ON L4M 4S9 705-796-7649 earl.elliott@rogers.com

mailto:%20chunmei.liu@ontario.ca
mailto:%20shawn.carey@ontario.ca
mailto:%20carol.neumann@ontario.ca
mailto:%20tim.haldenby@ontario.ca
mailto:dave.parks@simcoe.ca
mailto:hspacek@scdsb.on.ca
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Title First Last Title Company Address 1 Address 2 Town PC Telephone Email

Mr. JC Gilbert Deputy Chief Operations County of Simcoe Paramedic Services 1110 Highway 26 Midhurst, ON L0L 1X0  705-726-9300 jc.gilbert@simcoe.ca

Mr. Jeff French Deputy Fire Chief Springwater Fire and Emergency Services Township of Springwater Admin 2231 Nursery Road Minesing, ON L0L 1Y2 705-728-4784 ext.2057 jeff.french@springwater.ca

Ms. Paula Brown Operational Policy & Strategic Planning Ontario Provincial Police 777 Memorial Ave., 2nd Floor Orillia, ON L3V 7V3

Inspector Phillip Browne Springwater Detachment Commander Ontario Provincial Police P.O. Box 140 1000 River Road West Wasaga Beach, ON L0L 2P0 705 792-0306

Att: Office Manager Barrie District Chamber of Commerce 121 Commerce Park Drive, 
Unit A Barrie, ON  L4N 8X1 (705) 721-5000 admin@barriechamber.com

Mr. Mike Farr Director, Fleet and Trails Ontario Federation of Snomobile Clubs mfarr@ofsc.on.ca

Att: President Mid Ontario Snowmobile Trails OFSC District 8 PO Box 464 Victoria Harbour, 
ON L0K 2A0 (705) 534-0097 info@most.on.ca

Ministry of Indigenous Affairs 160 Bloor St. East 4th Floor Toronto, ON M7A 2E6 416-326-4757 maa.ea.review@ontario.ca

(CIRNAC (formerly INAC) not contacted for this project as project is not on Aboriginal lands)
Crown Indegenous Relations and Northern 
Affairs Canada   (formerly Indigenous & 
Northern Affairs Canada )

25 St. Clair Avenue East 8th Floor Toronto, ON M4T 1M2 1-800-567-9604

Mr. Greg Garratt President Georgian Bay Métis Council 355 Cranston Crescent P.O. Box 4 Midland, ON L4R 4K6
greggarratt63@gmail.com

President Margaret Froh Métis Nation of Ontario 66 Slater Street Suite 1100 Ottawa, ON K1P 5H1 MargaretF@metisnation.org & copy to 
consultation@metisnation.org 

Chief Guy Monague Beausoleil First Nation General Delivery Cedar Point, ON L0K 1C0 705-247-2051 bfnchief@chimnissing.ca
Chief Donna Big Canoe Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation R.R. #2 P.O. Box 13 Sutton West, ON L0E 1R0 705-437-1337 donna.bigcanoe@georginaisland.com

Sharday James Chippewas of Rama First Nation 200-5884-Rama Road Rama, ON L3V 6H6 705-325-3611 shardayj@ramafirstnation.ca

Chief Philip Franks Wahta Mohawks (Mohawks of Gibson) 2664 Muskoka Rd #38 P.O. Box 260 Bala, ON P0C 1A0 705-762-2354 philip.franks@wahtamohawkscouncil.ca

Family Chief Grand Chef Konrad H. Sioui Nation Huronne-Wendat 255 Place Michel Laveau Wendake, QC G0A 4V0 administration@cnhw.qc.ca

Chief Laurie Carr Hiawatha First Nation 123 Paudash Street Hiawatha, ON K9J 0E6 chiefcarr@hiawathafn.ca

Mr. Tony Muscat President Interim Moon River Metis Council B26360 Cedarhurst Beach 
Road R.R. 1 Beaverton, ON L0K 1A0 705-426-1381

Mr. Jim Dyment MHBC Planning 113 Collier Street Barrie, ON L4M 1H2
Attn: Chief and Council Six Nations of the Grand River First Nations 1695 Chiefswood Road P.O. Box 5000 Ohsweken, ON N0A 1M0 519-445-2201
Administration Office Alderville First Nation 11696 2nd Line Road Alderville, ON k0k 2x0
Government Services Building Curve Lake First Nation 22 Winookeedaa Road Curve Lake, ON K0L 1R0
Administration Building Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation 22521 Island Road Port Perry, ON L9L 1B6
Ms. Karry Sandy-Mackenzie Williams Treaty First Nations Claims 8 Creswick Court Barrie, ON L4M 2J7
Ms. Joselyn Keeshig Manager Saugeen Ojibway Nation Environment Office 25 Maadookii Subdivision Neyaashiinigming, N0H 2T0 519-534-5507

Ms. Margaret Sault Director of Lands, Membership & Research Mississaugas of the New Credit 2789 Mississauga Rd. R.R 6
Haggersville, ON N0A 1H0

905-768-0100

Utilities
Mr. Neil Kennerney System Planner Rogers Communications 1 Sperling Dr Barrie, ON L4M 6B8
Mr. Tony Dominguez Rogers 1 Sperling Drive Barrie, ON L4N 6B8 705-737-4660 xt 6907 tony.dominguez@rci.rogers.com
Ms. Carol O'Brien Bell Canada 136 Bayfield Street 2nd Floor Barrie, ON L4M 3B1 705-722-2405 carol.obrien@bell.ca
Ms. Joanna MacDarmid Planning Department Hydro One 40 Olympic Drive Dundas, ON L9H 7P5 905-627-6058

Att:  Consultation Unit

Emergency Services

Interest Groups

Indigenous Agencies and Communities

mailto:jc.gilbert@simcoe.ca
mailto:maa.ea.review@ontario.ca
mailto:bfnchief@chimnissing.ca
mailto:dbigcanoe@georginaisland.com
mailto:rodney@ramafirstnation.ca


Ainley & Associates Limited 
550 Welham Road, Barrie, Ontario, L4N 8Z7 

Tel: (705) 726-3371   Fax: (705) 726-4391 
   E-mail barrie@ainleygroup.com

Creating Quality Solutions Together 

March 30, 2020   File No. 219040 

Re: County of Simcoe 
North Elmvale Trail Gap 
Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
Notice of Completion  

Dear Sir and/or Madam: 

Please be advised that the County of Simcoe has completed a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the 
North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail north of Elmvale between Flos Road 10 West and 
County Road 6. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the publishing of the Project File Report. 
Please refer to the attached Notice of Completion for additional details. 

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or 
Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   

Yours truly, 

AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com  

'SAMPLE AGENCY LETTER'

mailto:barrie@ainleygroup.com
mailto:julie.scruton@simcoe.ca
mailto:wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com


 
 

 Ainley & Associates Limited 
 550 Welham Road, Barrie, Ontario, L4N 8Z7 

  Tel: (705) 726-3371   Fax: (705) 726-4391 
                                        E-mail barrie@ainleygroup.com 
 

 Creating Quality Solutions Together  

 
March 30, 2020                 File No. 219040 
 
Georgian Bay Métis Council 
355 Cranston Crescent 
P.O. Box 4 
Midland, ON L4R4K6 
 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Completion  
 
 
Dear Mr. Greg Garratt:  
 
Please be advised that the County of Simcoe has completed a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the 
North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail north of Elmvale between Flos Road 10 West and 
County Road 6. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the publishing of the Project File Report. 
Please refer to the attached Notice of Completion for additional details. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or 
Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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March 30, 2020                 File No. 219040 
 
Hiawatha First Nation 
123 Paudash Street 
Hiawatha, ON K9J 0E6 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Completion  
 
 
Dear Chief Laurie Carr:  
 
Please be advised that the County of Simcoe has completed a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the 
North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail north of Elmvale between Flos Road 10 West and 
County Road 6. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the publishing of the Project File Report. 
Please refer to the attached Notice of Completion for additional details. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or 
Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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Métis Nation of Ontario 
66 Slater Street, Suite 1100 
Ottawa, ON K1P 5H1 
 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Completion  
 
 
Dear President Margaret Froh:  
 
Please be advised that the County of Simcoe has completed a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the 
North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail north of Elmvale between Flos Road 10 West and 
County Road 6. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the publishing of the Project File Report. 
Please refer to the attached Notice of Completion for additional details. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or 
Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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March 30, 2020                 File No. 219040 
 
Beausoleil First Nation 
11 O’Gemaa Miikaan 
Christian Island, ON 
L9M 0A9 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Completion  
 
 
Dear Chief Guy Monague:  
 
Please be advised that the County of Simcoe has completed a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the 
North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail north of Elmvale between Flos Road 10 West and 
County Road 6. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the publishing of the Project File Report. 
Please refer to the attached Notice of Completion for additional details. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or 
Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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March 30, 2020                 File No. 219040 
 
Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation 
R.R. #2  Box N-13 
Sutton West, ON L0E 1R0 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Completion  
 
 
Dear Chief Donna Big Canoe:  
 
Please be advised that the County of Simcoe has completed a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the 
North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail north of Elmvale between Flos Road 10 West and 
County Road 6. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the publishing of the Project File Report. 
Please refer to the attached Notice of Completion for additional details. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or 
Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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March 30, 2020                 File No. 219040 
 
Chippewas of Rama First Nation 
5884 Rama Road, Suite 200 
Rama, ON L3V 6H6 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Completion  
 
 
Dear Sharday James:  
 
Please be advised that the County of Simcoe has completed a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the 
North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail north of Elmvale between Flos Road 10 West and 
County Road 6. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the publishing of the Project File Report. 
Please refer to the attached Notice of Completion for additional details. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or 
Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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March 30, 2020                 File No. 219040 
 
Nation Huronne-Wendat 
255 Place Michel Laveau 
Wendake, QC G0A 4V0 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Completion  
 
 
Dear Grand Chief Konrad H. Sioui:  
 
Please be advised that the County of Simcoe has completed a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the 
North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail north of Elmvale between Flos Road 10 West and 
County Road 6. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the publishing of the Project File Report. 
Please refer to the attached Notice of Completion for additional details. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or 
Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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March 30, 2020                 File No. 219040 
 
Wahta Mohawks 
2664 Muskoka Road #38 
P.O. Box 260 
Bala, ON P0C 1A0 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Completion  
 
 
Dear Chief Philip Franks:  
 
Please be advised that the County of Simcoe has completed a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the 
North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail north of Elmvale between Flos Road 10 West and 
County Road 6. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the publishing of the Project File Report. 
Please refer to the attached Notice of Completion for additional details. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or 
Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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 Ainley & Associates Limited 
 550 Welham Road, Barrie, Ontario, L4N 8Z7 

  Tel: (705) 726-3371   Fax: (705) 726-4391 
                                        E-mail barrie@ainleygroup.com 
 

 Creating Quality Solutions Together  

 
March 30, 2020                 File No. 219040 
 
 
Re: County of Simcoe 
 North Elmvale Trail Gap 
 Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
 Notice of Completion  
 
 
Dear Sir and/or Madam:  
 
Please be advised that the County of Simcoe has completed a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the 
North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail north of Elmvale between Flos Road 10 West and 
County Road 6. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the publishing of the Project File Report. 
Please refer to the attached Notice of Completion for additional details. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact the undersigned or 
Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe via email at julie.scruton@simcoe.ca.   
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
AINLEY & ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian R. Wickenheiser, P.Eng, P.E. 
Bridges and Structures Group Lead 
Email:  wickenheiser@ainleygroup.com   
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North Elmvale Trail Gap 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Notice of Completion 
 
Background 
The County of Simcoe has completed a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to 
identify a suitable trail route to connect the sections of the North Simcoe Rail Trail / Trans Canada Trail between Flos 
Road 10 West and County Road 6. A Public Information Centre was held on November 7, 2019 to present several 
alternative solutions and to solicit input from stakeholders. After a review of comments received, Option 1 – 
Abandoned Railway Corridor has been selected as the Preferred Solution. This option creates a highly functioning 
and safe trail connection with limited potential to impact the environment. Option 1 provides a solution that limits 
property damage, and does not create new or aggravate existing flood hazard. 
 
Project File Report 
In accordance with the Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class EA 
process, a Project File Report (PFR) has been prepared 
to document the Class EA process completed for this 
undertaking and by this Notice is being placed in the 
public record for a 30 day review and comment period.  
A digital copy of the PFR will be available on the County 
of Simcoe’s website at www.simcoe.ca on April 2, 2020. 
If you are unable to access the digital copy, a hard copy 
may be mailed to you upon special request. Please 
contact Ms. Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe at the 
contact information listed below.  
 
If you have any outstanding concerns regarding this 
project, please contact Ms. Julie Scruton by May 2, 
2020. If concerns regarding this project cannot be 
resolved with the County, a person or party may request 
that the Minister of the Environment make an order for 
the project to comply with Part II of the Environmental 
Assessment Act (referred to as a Part II Order), which 
addresses individual environmental assessments. To 
submit a Part II Order request, complete the Ministry of 
the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) Part II Order Request Form available on the County of Simcoe’s 
website. The form must be submitted by May 2, 2020 to the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
and a duplicate copy of the request must also be forwarded to the Director of Environmental Assessment and 
Permissions Branch, and Ms. Julie Scruton of the County of Simcoe at the addresses shown below: 
 

 Minister 
Ministry of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks 
77 Wellesley St. W, 

11th Floor 
Toronto ON M7A 2T5 

Minister.mecp@ontario.ca 

Director, Environmental Assessment 
and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 

135 St. Clair Ave W, 1st Floor 
Toronto ON M4V 1P5 

enviropermissions@ontario.ca 

Ms. Julie Scruton, P.Eng. 
Manager, Transportation 

Construction 
County of Simcoe 
1110 Highway 26 

Midhurst, Ontario L9X 1N6 
Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca 

 
If no Part II Order requests are received by 4:00p.m. May 2, 2020 the County of Simcoe intends to proceed with 
detailed design. Construction would occur in 2021, subject to funding and the receipt of necessary approvals. 
Personal information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and 
maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public as described in s.37 of the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a public 
record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. 
For more information, please contact the Ministry's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-
1600.  
 
This Notice first issued on April 2, 2020. 

Study Area 

http://www.simcoe.ca/
mailto:Minister.mecp@ontario.ca
mailto:enviropermissions@ontario.ca
mailto:Julie.Scruton@simcoe.ca
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	The Clean Water Act, 2006 (CWA) aims to protect existing and future sources of drinking water.  To achieve this, several types of vulnerable areas have been delineated around surface water intakes and wellheads for every municipal residential drinking...
	Projects that are subject to the Environmental Assessment Act that fall under a Class EA, or one of the Regulations, have the potential to impact sources of drinking water if they occur in designated vulnerable areas or in the vicinity of other at-ris...
	 As you may be aware, in October 2015, the MEA Parent Class EA document was amended to include reference to the Clean Water Act (Section A.2.10.6) and indicates that proponents undertaking a Municipal Class EA project must identify early in their pro...
	o The proponent should identify the source protection area and should clearly document how the proximity of the project to sources of drinking water (municipal or other) and any delineated vulnerable areas was considered and assessed. Specifically the...
	 While most source protection plans focused on including policies for significant drinking water threats in the WHPAs and IPZs it should be noted that even though source protection plan policies may not apply in HVAs, these are areas where aquifers a...
	 In order to determine if this project is occurring within a vulnerable area, proponents can use this mapping tool: http://www.applications.ene.gov.on.ca/swp/en/index.php.The mapping tool will also provide a link to the appropriate source protection ...
	 In order to determine if this project is occurring within a vulnerable area, proponents can use this mapping tool: http://www.applications.ene.gov.on.ca/swp/en/index.php.The mapping tool will also provide a link to the appropriate source protection ...
	 For further information on the maps or source protection plan policies which may relate to their project, proponents must contact the appropriate source protection authority. Please consult with the local source protection authority to discuss poten...
	More Information
	 Any impacts to ecosystem form and function must be avoided where possible.  The Project File/ESR should describe any proposed mitigation measures and how project planning will protect and enhance the local ecosystem.
	 Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs)
	 Rare Species of flora or fauna
	 Watercourses
	 Wetlands
	 Woodlots
	We recommend consulting with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and your local conservation authority to determine if special measures or additional studies will be necessary to preserve and protec...
	 The Project File/ESR must include a sufficient level of information to demonstrate that there will be no negative impacts on the natural features or ecological functions of any watercourses within the study area.  Measures should be included in the ...
	 Additional stormwater runoff from new pavement can impact receiving watercourses and flood conditions.  Quality and quantity control measures to treat stormwater runoff should be considered for all new impervious areas and, where possible, existing ...
	 Strategies to address potential water quantity and erosion impacts related to stormwater draining into streams or other sensitive environmental features, and to ensure that adequate (enhanced) water quality is maintained
	 Watershed information, drainage conditions, and other relevant background information
	 Future drainage conditions, stormwater management options, information on erosion and sediment control during construction, and other details of the proposed works
	 Information on maintenance and monitoring commitments.
	 The status of, and potential impacts to any well water supplies should be addressed.  If the project involves groundwater takings or changes to drainage patterns, the quantity and quality of groundwater may be affected due to drawdown effects or the...
	 If the potential construction or decommissioning of water wells is identified as an issue, the Project File/ESR should refer to Ontario Regulation 903, Wells, under the OWRA.
	 Potential impacts to groundwater-dependent natural features should be addressed.  Any changes to groundwater flow or quality from groundwater taking may interfere with the ecological processes of streams, wetlands or other surficial features.  In ad...
	 Since the removal or movement of soils may be required, appropriate tests to determine contaminant levels from previous land uses or dumping should be undertaken.  If the soils are contaminated, you must determine how and where they are to be dispos...
	 Any current or historical waste disposal sites should be identified in the Project File/ESR.  The status of these sites should be determined to confirm whether approval pursuant to Section 46 of the EPA may be required for land uses on former dispos...
	 The location of any underground storage tanks should be investigated in the Project File/ESR.  Measures should be identified to ensure the integrity of these tanks and to ensure an appropriate response in the event of a spill.  The ministry’s Spills...
	 Contractors must be made aware of all environmental considerations so that all environmental standards and commitments for both construction and operation are met.  Mitigation measures should be clearly referenced in the Project File/ESR and regular...
	 Design and construction reports and plans should be based on a best management approach that centres on the prevention of impacts, protection of the existing environment, and opportunities for rehabilitation and enhancement of any impacted areas.
	 The proponent’s construction and post-construction monitoring plans must be documented in the Project File/ESR, as outlined in Section A.2.5 and A.4.1 of the MEA Class EA parent document.
	 The Project File/ESR should provide clear and complete documentation of the planning process in order to allow for transparency in decision-making.
	 If this project is a Master Plan: there are several different approaches that can be used to conduct a Master Plan, examples of which are outlined in Appendix 4 of the Class EA.  The Master Plan should clearly indicate the selected approach for cond...
	 The Class EA requires the consideration of the effects of each alternative on all aspects of the environment.  The Project File/ESR should include a level of detail (e.g. hydrogeological investigations, terrestrial and aquatic assessments) such that...
	 Please include in the Project File/ESR a list of all subsequent permits or approvals that may be required for the implementation of the preferred alternative, including but not limited to, MECP’s PTTW, EASR Registrations and ECAs, conservation autho...
	 Ministry guidelines and other information related to the issues above are available at http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/environment-and-energy. We encourage you to review all the available guides and to reference any relevant information...
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