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The County of Simcoe has been honoured for 
its leadership and innovation in environmental 
protection. 

Environment Minister Glen Murray recently 
presented county representatives with the 
Minister’s Award for Environmental Excellence. 
The award recognizes the Learning and Living 
Green program, which is a partnership between 
the County and five local school boards. 

“I am extremely proud of our innovative and 
environmentally responsible solid-waste-
management programs,” Warden Gerry Marshall 
stated in a press release. “The Learning and Living 
Green program is a shining example of how 
effective partnerships enable us to connect and 
engage with our residents to not only inform them 
about our services, but create positive change.” 

Learning and Living Green provides education about 
recycling and organics collection to approximately 
40,000 students at more than 100 schools.

What’s the deal
with paper cups? 
Paper coffee cups go into the green bin, not 
the recycling.

Paper coffee cups, paper towels, and 
tissues add a necessary carbon component 
to the creation of compost. 

Cup lids go in the blue bin.

Try bringing a reusable mug or 
thermos and eliminate the waste 
all together!

Do you want to make 
a positive change?  

The little things we do as individuals can make a 
big difference to our world. Take your green bin for 
example. Did you know that by using your green 
bin, instead of throwing food waste in the garbage,  
you can make a big difference?

The breakdown of organic material in landfills 
creates methane, a greenhouse gas that is more 
than 20 times more harmful than carbon dioxide 
and contributes to global warming.

Organics in the landfill also contribute to the 
development of landfill leachate, which results from 
the liquids running through the decomposing 
waste. Landfill leachate can be expensive to 
manage and, if not managed properly, can effect 
groundwater resources.
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Since 2010, approximately 2,000 tonnes of 
recyclables and 
organics have been 
collected from local 
schools, resulting in 
a 70 per cent 
increase in 
waste 
diversion. 
That is the 
equivalent 
to 10 blue 
whales. 
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Positive Change?

Visit
simcoe.ca/learningandlivinggreen 

to make school recycling and organics a success

Waste Champion 
Awards

The Learning & Living Green 
Program would not be successful 
without waste champions. 

These champions act as waste 
ambassadors by leading the way 
toward waste reduction and 
diversion in their school. 

There are waste champions in every 
school – they could include (but are 
not limited to) custodians, green 
team leaders/members, school 
principal, faculty, or maybe one 
special student. To recognize the 
importance of your school waste 
champion, nominate them by telling 
us why they deserve this 
special award.

To find out how to 
nominate your school 
‘Waste Champion’ visit: 

Nominate your Green Team!
The Green Team Award is chosen annually from 
submissions by schools outlining their waste 
reduction activities, creativity, and environmental 
achievements. To nominate your green team and 
show us what you’ve got, visit: 

simcoe.ca/waste-education.

Each year recycling and organics weights from the individual 
schools are analyzed to track performance. 

This year a new award was created for the ‘Most Improved School’. 
Tonnages from last year were compared with the year prior to see who 
had the greatest increase. 

Results indicated that Ecole Publique St. Joseph in Penetanguishene 
had a combined increase of 150% in recycling and organics. They 
were able to divert an extra 2,000 kgs of organics from landfill last year 
by implementing the green bin program within the school. They also 
increased recycling by 39%. Ecole Publique St. Joseph received a 

certificate and iPad during a special award ceremony.

Organic material collected in the County’s green bin 
program goes into a separate compartment in 
collection vehicles. The material is then sent to a 
state-of-the-art organics processing facility where it 
is turned into compost in a controlled environment. 
Compost is a nutrient-rich soil amendment 
that improves soil structure and composition 
and reduces reliance on pesticides and 
fertilizer. 

Seems like a no-brainer, but why 
are half of County residents still 
not using their green bin?   

Some people think it’s yucky or 
smelly to use the green bin. 
     Think about it, all that food waste 

in your garbage creates all of the problems outlined 
above, and all you need to do to make a difference is 
put it into a different container! It’s such a simple 
solution.  

If you are concerned about the potential for smells, 
there are many easy ways to reduce the yuck factor, 
such as wrapping organics in newspaper bundles 
or by using certified compostable bags or other 
compostable containers widely available at retail 
outlets throughout the County. 

Make a positive change, try it!
     
If you are already sold on the benefits of the green 
bin, talk to your neighbours, friends, and family 
about making a difference too.  
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Questions?
 (705)735-6901               (800)-263-3199                info@simcoe.ca

Use your green bin, it’s so easy! 

       
simcoe.ca/waste-education

Congratulations – keep up the good work! 


