
To improve services for our residents and  
to reduce harmful effects on our environment,  
the County is holding a special battery 
collection week this fall. 

Bagged batteries will be collected during  
regular curbside collection the week of  
November 3, 2014. Watch for battery  
recycling bags distributed in your mail this fall.  

Save acceptable alkaline and heavy duty  
AA, AAA, C, D, 9 Volt, and button batteries  
for collection. 

Store your batteries in a cool, dry location, 
away from flammable material.

Do not include rechargeable batteries, NiCad, 
NiMH, Lithium Ion (found in cell phones, lap 
tops, etc.), car batteries, industrial batteries, or 
battery packs. These may be taken to County  
Household Hazardous Waste facilities during 
regular operating hours, free of charge.  

The battery collection program is a partnership 
between the County of Simcoe and  
Progressive Waste Solutions.

Battery Collection Coming Soon... 
Save and recycle your single use batteries!

June 2014

Call-in Bulky Collection Service
More flexibility. More items. Better service!

Call 1-800-263-3199 to schedule an appointment for bulky 
collection. Cost is $35 per scheduled pick-up (maximum of 5 
items). Payment and a list of items to be collected are required 
at the time of booking. Materials must be curbside by 7 a.m.  
on your scheduled bulky collection day.  

The bulky collection service helps to reduce the amount of 
waste landfilled, as up to 60 per cent of items collected may  
be recycled or re-purposed.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
County of Simcoe Customer Service
1-800-263-3199   /   simcoe.ca

Service is available June through September only,  
on first-come, first-served basis.

Accepted materials include:
• Mattresses
• Furniture
• Appliances (including CFC)
• Bath fixtures
• Carpet (max. diameter 2.5 m x 30 cm, 1 bundle = 1 item)
• Electronics
• Metal
• Wood waste
• Tires
• Windows and doors

MANAGING
your WASTE
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Tuesday, June 17, 2014  
Simcoe County Museum  
2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. 
 

The County will be holding 
public information sessions 
regarding the proposed  
Organics Processing Facility.

Information  
Sessions

Did you know...
Paper coffee cups go  

in the green bin?  
Please don’t stack paper cups. Plastic lids 

go in the blue bin. Using your green bin 
reduces waste disposal by 36 per cent!

The Solid Waste Management Strategy was approved by County Council in June 2010 and it recommended that the County  
begin development of an Organics Processing Facility. Direction was also given to the County to explore various technology  
options, including those that could handle the addition of other organic materials to the program, such as pet waste and diapers. 

Where does the County’s green bin material go now?
The County’s green bin material, also called source-separated organics (SSO), is currently  
hauled by the County to the City of Hamilton’s Composting Facility, operated by AIM  
Environmental. This management system has been in place since the inception of the County’s 
green bin program in 2008. The County currently has a five-year contract with AIM, which  
will expire in late 2018.

Why build an Organics Processing Facility in the County of Simcoe?
It was determined that an in-house facility would provide the County with long-term security  
and efficiency in regards to processing. This system would require less haulage and  
therefore contribute fewer emissions, allow for more flexibility to respond to increases in  
tonnage, additional materials types, and changes in collection or market conditions. 

Where can I find more information?
For more information on development of a County Organics Processing Facility, please attend the information sessions or visit simcoe.ca.

Garbage Markers

Developing Infrastructure 

Many rural homes and cottages have a garbage box at 
the curb to store waste materials and to reduce animal 
issues. However, many boxes are not used on a weekly 
basis throughout the year, creating inefficiencies, which 
can result in instances of missed garbage collection.  

In order to reduce incidents of missed collection from 
garbage boxes and to improve collection, the County  
will provide garbage markers to residents upon  
request. 

Garbage markers are two small signs on light chains, 
one for recycling and one for garbage/organics.  
When you place materials inside the box, simply flip 
the appropriate marker(s) to the outside to indicate that  
materials are inside.  

If you have a garbage box and  
would like more information, or  
to obtain a garbage marker kit,  
free of charge, contact  
Customer Service at 1-800-263-3199. 
  

FOR MORE INFORMATION
County of Simcoe Customer Service
1-800-263-3199   /   simcoe.ca

Printed on recycled paper

Organics 
Processing 
Facility

Trays can be recycled  
as paper fibres or go in your green bin.

Follow us: @simcoecountyCS
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Pressurized Cylinders 
Pressurized cylinders, including propane tanks 
and fire extinguishers are accepted for free at  
County waste management facilities. 
These cylinders are pressurized and pose significant 
danger to our staff, as garbage is shredded prior to 
disposal. Therefore, it is essential that pressurized tanks 
be kept separate from other garbage. 

When visiting a waste management facility, it is important you identify 
the various types of materials you have so each can be managed 
appropriately. In some cases, there are reduced fees or no fee for 
diversion of certain items. Pressurized cylinders are accepted free of 
charge, however, it is vital these be identified to site staff upon arrival at 
the facility, as they are managed differently, for health and safety reasons.  

“Even if you believe your pressurized tank is empty, please identify its 
presence in your load,” says Rob McCullough, 
Director of Solid Waste Management for the County. 
“Help us to ensure the proper and safe management  
of pressurized cylinders and save the disposal fee.” 

Bi-weekly yard waste collection 
is starting the first week of 
October. Consult the waste 
management calendar or the waste 
collection calendar tool at simcoe.ca 
to determine the scheduled 
collection weeks for your area.

Yard waste must be at the curb by 
Monday at 7 a.m. of your scheduled 
collection week. Your yard waste 
collection day and time may vary 

depending upon volumes and may  
not coincide with your garbage  
collection day.  

Remember that yard waste may  
be contained in paper yard waste 
bags, cardboard boxes, and open 
ended rigid containers. Plastic 
bags are not permitted. Brush 
must be contained or bundled with 
string; maximum 2 metres long  
and 30 centimetres in diameter.  

Yard Waste Collection 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
County of Simcoe Customer Service
1-800-263-3199   /   simcoe.ca

MANAGING
your WASTE

October 2014

In order to increase convenience for our 
residents and to reduce potential harmful 
effects to our environment from the improper 
disposal of batteries, the County of Simcoe 
will be holding a special battery collection 
week starting on November 3, 2014.  

Watch for battery collection bags in your mail.  
Place acceptable alkaline and heavy duty AA, 
AAA, C, D, 9-Volt, and button batteries inside 
the bag and seal it. Then simply place your 
battery bag out for collection, in a visible 
location BESIDE your recycling box, during 
the week of November 3, 2014 only. 

Do NOT include rechargeable batteries, 
NiCad, NiMH, Lithium Ion, car batteries, 
industrial batteries or battery packs. These 
may be taken to County Household Hazardous 
Waste facilities during regular operating hours, 
free of charge. 

BATTERY COLLECTION WEEK 
November 3 to 7 ONLY

Paid for by battery Stewards of Ontario

PARTICIPATING SPONSORS:
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In August 2014, County 
Council approved 
development of a County 
facility to transfer recycling, 
organics, and garbage. 

The Materials Management 
Facility (MMF) will be an 
integral part of our waste 
management system. 

Waste from collection 
vehicles will be 
consolidated into larger 

transfer trailers for more 
economical shipment to 
disposal/processing sites. 
There will be no long-term 
storage of materials or 
public drop-off at this site.

Developing the MMF 
could save the County 
an estimated $13 million 
over the next 20 years 
and allow the County 
to securely manage the 
materials we generate.

The first public information 
sessions for the Organics 
Processing Facility (OPF) 
Project were held on  
June 17, 2014 at the  
Simcoe County Museum.

Project development will 
continue this fall as the 
County’s consultant prepares 
their report on the proposed 
siting methodology, to be 
presented to County Council 
in early 2015. 

In addition, the County is 
seeking applicants for a 
Community Engagement 
Committee (CEC), a 
non-voting group consisting 
of County and local 
municipal staff and public 
representatives that would 
make recommendations  
on the frequency, format,
and materials to be used  
at public and stakeholder  
consultations.  

The County is committed to managing 
your waste effectively, therefore staff is 
continuously seeking viable diversion 
alternatives to increase waste diversion 
and reduce our reliance on disposal.  

“We are pleased to announce that 
County waste management facilities will 
add two new waste diversion programs 
in the new year,” says Rob McCullough, 
Director of Solid Waste Management. 
“After completion of successful pilot 
projects, new programs for window glass 
and bulky rigid plastic will be expanded 
to all County waste management 
facilities in 2015.” 

County of Simcoe waste management 
facilities already have a myriad of diversion 
programs in place for metal, brush and 
yard waste, electronics, mattresses and 
box springs, tires, painted/coated wood, 
clean wood, drywall, asphalt shingles, 
textiles, clean rubble, and blue box 
recyclables. Some select facilities also 
have full-time household hazardous waste 
facilities in operation.   

“The emphasis really has shifted over 
the past several years from one of 
operating landfills to operating public 
environmental drop-off centres, where 
significantly more materials are actually 
recycled or diverted, than what is 
disposed,” says McCullough. 

“We are considered to be leaders 
in waste management by our peers, 
something that we are very proud of.” 

The new diversion programs for window 
glass and bulky rigid plastic have the 
potential to divert approximately 1,200 
additional tonnes of waste from disposal.  
As with all divertible materials, these 
items should be kept segregated in 
loads delivered to waste management 
facilities for ease of dumping and to 
avoid extra charges.  

Follow us: @simcoecountyCS

Developing Infrastructure

Waste management facilities add new diversion programs

Organics Processing Facility ProjectMaterials Management Facility Project

For more information, please visit:  
simcoe.ca/opf

Waste diversion is the act of  
recycling or re-purposing items to 
keep them from being disposed.  

Printed on Recycled Paper
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The County of Simcoe is pleased 
to announce a “DIRT CHEAP” 
compost and mulch giveaway 
event May 6 - 9 at the  
County of Simcoe Museum,  
1151 Highway 26, in Minesing.

Compost and garden mulch will  
be available free of charge to  
residents of Simcoe County 
(excluding the cities of Barrie  
and Orillia). 

Self-loaders should bring their 
own shovel. A small skid steer will 
load residential trucks and trailers. 
Supplies are limited.

“We are holding this event as an 
opportunity to educate residents 
on the benefits of participating 
in the green bin program,” 
said Rob McCullough, Director 
of Solid Waste Management.               

“We encourage residents to attend 
this event to discover the great 
natural benefits compost and 
mulch can add to your gardens.” 

Please note that this FREE 
compost and mulch giveaway 
is being held ONLY at the 
Museum and not at County Waste 
Management facilities. 

County waste management 
facilities will have compost 
available May 11 to 25, while 
quantities last. Minor changes 
apply; Mulch - $1 per car or light 
truck load, Compost - $5 per car 
load / $20 per pick up or small 
trailer load.   

Compost and mulch 
FREE giveaway!

DIRT 
CHEAP

FOR MORE INFORMATION
County of Simcoe Customer Service
1-800-263-3199   /   simcoe.ca

MANAGING
your WASTE

May 2015

Bring your own shovel.
Supplies limited, while quantities last.

May 9

May 6, 7 & 8

8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

12 to 7 p.m.

Did you know that in 2014, 
the County of Simcoe 
undertook a pilot program 
for window pane glass,  
which diverted approximately 
215 tonnes of material  
from landfill? 

The program has since been 
expanded to all County waste 
management facilities. Tipping  
fees apply. 

Window glass collected at County 
waste facilities is shipped to a central 
site where it is processed through a 
screener that breaks the glass into 

pebble size pieces and separates 
the window frame materials from the 
glass. The clean glass product is then 
shipped to a glass recycler as raw 
material used for glass and fibreglass 
manufacturing. 

Window Glass Program

you can include  
plastic plant pots and 
trays in the blue bin?

    

Did you know... 

2015 v.1.indd   1 4/10/2015   4:32:23 PM

Consultation Report - Project Initation and Siting 
Appendix A.2

Page 5 of 12



FOR MORE INFORMATION
County of Simcoe Customer Service
1-800-263-3199   /   simcoe.ca

Printed on recycled paper

Follow us: 
@simcoecountyCS

Development of the two Solid Waste Management 
infrastructure projects, the Organics Processing Facility 
(OPF) and the Materials Management Facility (MMF), 
continues with the advancement of the siting process.  

On March 10, 2015, County Council endorsed the 
siting methodology and evaluation criteria for each of  
the facilities. This methodology outlines the framework 
for how potential sites, both County-owned and 
privately-owned, will be identified and evaluated.

Upcoming key milestones in the siting process for  
each of the facilities, include:

More information on these projects and the  
Request for Expression of Interest can be found at 
simcoe.ca/opf and simcoe.ca/mmf.
 

Spring  
seek privately-owned sites through a 

Request for Expression of Interest

Late summer  
presentation of short-listed sites  

to County Council

Fall  
public consultation

Early 2016    
preferred site presented to  

County Council

Project Update

To serve you better

Development 
of Infrastructure 
Projects

Easy, Economical and Environmentally Friendly
 

recycling collection in Simcoe County is two stream? 
Keep your paper separate from your containers and 

place them loose in your bin. No bags.

    

Did you know... 

Have you got 
junk? 

1-800-263-3199
We can help! 

• Five items for $35, please identify items at time   
   of booking

• Book as many appointments as you like,  
   from June through September

• Up to 60% of materials collected are recycled

simcoe.ca

two stream 
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A green bin organics 
survey was recently 
undertaken in the County 
to help determine what 
residents see as motivators 
and barriers in regards 
to participation in the 
program.

The survey was comprised 
of a door-to-door 
component, as well as 
an online version.   

Respondents who use 
their green bins regularly, 
indicated they do so 
because:  

•	 it is good for the  
environment

•	 out of habit
•	 it is good influence  

for their children

Residents provided tips to 
help make green bin use 
easier, including using 

compostable bags, keeping 
the green bin accessible for 
use in the kitchen, emptying 
the bin frequently, washing 
the bin out, and re-using 
paper bags from take-out 
or stores.  

Those who do not use 
their green bin, or do so 
infrequently, indicated that:  

•	 they don’t because of  
the ‘yuck’ factor

•	 they can’t be bothered
•	 they have a backyard 

composter 
 
Respondents indicated that 
the addition of pet waste 
and/or diapers to the green 
bin program may act as a 
motivator to participate. 
This is under consideration 
for the potential Organics 
Processing Facility (OPF), 
currently under development.  

New Policy Regarding Insulation
The County will be implementing a new policy 
at its waste facilities with respect to insulation. 
Effective January 1, 2016, all insulation 
delivered to County waste management 
facilities must be bagged. Loose 
insulation will no longer be accepted.
   

BATTERY COLLECTION WEEK 
November 2 to 6 ONLY

PARTICIPATING SPONSORS:

MANAGING
your WASTE

September 2015

Back by popular demand, the County of 
Simcoe will be holding a special battery 
collection week starting November 2, 2015.
Watch for battery collection bags in your mail.  

Place acceptable alkaline and heavy duty AA, 
AAA, C, D, 9-Volt, and button batteries inside 
the bag and seal it. Then place your battery 
bag out for collection, in a visible location 
BESIDE your recycling box, during the week of 
November 2, 2015 only.

Do NOT include rechargeable batteries, 
NiCad, NiMH, lithium ion, car batteries, 
industrial batteries, or battery packs.  
These may be taken to County Household 
Hazardous Waste facilities during regular 
operating hours, free of charge.

Date Location Times*

Tuesday 
October 6

2 - 4 p.m.
6 - 8 p.m.  

Simcoe County Museum 
1151 Highway 26, Minesing

Thursday 
October 15

Elmvale Community Arena  
Springwater Room

14 George St., Elmvale

2 - 4 p.m.
6 - 8 p.m.  

Tuesday 
October 20

Stayner Arena and 
Community Centre 
269 Regina St., Stayner

2 - 4 p.m.
6 - 8 p.m.  

Personal care
•	 hair dryers/curling irons
•	 hot rollers
•	 electric shavers
•	 electric toothbrushes
•	 vaporizers

Small appliances
•	 toasters
•	 kettles                         
•	 electric mixers                         
•	 blenders 
•	 coffee makers                    

General
•	 vacuum cleaners                                
•	 carpet shampooers/

steamers             
•	 clock radios                                         
•	 clothing iron 
•	 space heaters
•	 fans
•	 dehumidifiers 
•	 electric calculators
•	 lamps 

“We are very pleased to be able to accept these 
electric materials for recycling at our waste facilities,” 
said Rob McCullough, Director of Solid Waste 
Management. “The County continues to provide 
additional services and programs to reduce the 
amount of waste that requires disposal”. 

Cords and Corded 
Power Tools
•	 Christmas lights 

(bulbs removed)
•	 power bars and 

extension cords
•	 drills
•	 circular/jig saw
•	 reciprocating saw
•	 grinders
•	 sanders

Organics Processing Facility 
Materials Management Facility  

 

* Presentations will begin at 2:30 pm and 6:30 pm

A short list of potential sites for the Organics Processing 
Facility (OPF) and Materials Management Facility (MMF) 
will be presented for public and stakeholder consultation 
this fall (see inside for site locations and details).  

Residents are invited to attend one of 10 sessions 
– noting all sessions will be the same and present 
information in an open house format, with a formal 
presentation and question-and-answer period to follow.

simcoe.ca/opf and simcoe.ca/mmf

PUBLIC CONSULTATION  
SESSIONS

1-800-263-3199   
simcoe.ca

Follow us: 
@simcoecountyCSSPrinted on recycled paper

Monday 
October 26

Hillsdale Community Centre  
4517 Penetanguishene Rd.,

Hillsdale 
(Limited Accessibility)

2 - 4 p.m.
6 - 8 p.m.  

Thursday 
October 8

Township of Oro-Medonte  
Administration Centre 

148 Line 7 S., Oro-Medonte

2 - 4 p.m.
6 - 8 p.m.  

The Results Are In...

Anything with a Cord  
The County of Simcoe has expanded its existing 
electronics program to include anything with 
a cord. The following are examples of corded 
items that can now be diverted for 
free at the County’s Waste 
Management facilities. 

    Safety is 
everyone’s concern
The County of Simcoe would like to remind 
everyone that waste collection vehicles stop 
frequently, remember to keep a safe distance 
and pass only when it’s safe to do so.
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•	 Estimated cost savings of  
$13 million in contracted 
transfer costs over the next  
20 years  

•	 Utilization of secured 
funding from the Continuous 
Improvement Fund estimated  
at $1.15 million 

•	 Calculated payback period 
of six years and protection 
against rising contracted 
transfer costs 

•	 Creation of local employment 
opportunities 

•	 Operational flexibility and  
ability to adapt to changes  
in collections and/or 
processing arrangements 

•	 Secure and responsible 
management of our  
own waste  

•	 Cost savings of co-locating  
a truck servicing facility

Our Solid Waste Management 
Strategy prioritizes the need 
to increase our diversion 

rate, reduce garbage, and securely 
manage our own transfer and 
processing capacity.  
 
Accordingly, development continues 
on two key infrastructure projects 
– the Organics Processing Facility 
(OPF) and Materials Management 
Facility (MMF).

Project Update
Organics Processing Facility & Materials Management Facility

 

•	 Local, long-term solution 
to securely and responsibly 
manage our own organic 
waste 

•	 Production of nutrient-rich 
compost or fertilizer to 
enhance local soil conditions 
and support growing 
initiatives 

•	 Reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions by shortening 
haulage distances 

•	 Environmental leadership by 
investing in diversion 

•	 Ability to increase diversion 
by adding materials to our 
green bin program, such as 
pet waste, and in the long-
term, diapers 

•	 Creation of local employment 
opportunities 

•	 Operational flexibility and 
ability to adapt to growth and 
expansion of services  

•	 Better control of  
processing costs  
and long-term  
cost savings

The siting process will now proceed with a period 
of public and stakeholder consultation and further 
evaluation of the short-listed sites. The series of 
consultation sessions this fall will gather local 
knowledge of the sites and provide an opportunity  
for public input.

Feedback received will be incorporated into the 
final evaluation of the potential sites and will be an 
important component of the decision-making process. 

Following this consultation period, and further 
comparative evaluation by the County’s consultant, 
the preferred site(s) is expected to be presented to 
County Council in early 2016.

Short-Listed Sites

Siting work for these facilities 
has been a comprehensive 
process that began in 2013, 
and included determining the 
framework for how potential 
sites would be identified and 
evaluated, compiling a detailed 
list of candidate sites, and 
rigorous evaluation. 

The first two stages of the 
evaluation process resulted in 
the development of a list of seven 
potential sites for the OPF, and 
five for the MMF. These five sites 
were common for both facilities.  

The siting evaluation will now also 
consider the option of co-locating 
both facilities on a single site. 

We want to 
hear from you!

Siting Process 

For more information

Organics Processing 
Facility (OPF)

Materials Management 
Facility (MMF)

Benefits include:

Organics Processing Facility Organics Processing Facility and/or Materials Management Facility

1-800-263-3199   
simcoe.ca

Nottawasaga 
Bay

Kempenfelt

Bay

w

PUBLIC CONSULTATION SESSIONS

simcoe.ca/opf and simcoe.ca/mmf 
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MANAGING
your WASTE

March 2016

Printed on recycled paper

The audit revealed that 
nearly 50% of the material 
in a typical household 
garbage bag could have 
been diverted through the 
existing blue box and green 
bin programs.   

The curbside audit revealed 
the green bin program 
remains the greatest 
opportunity for improvement 
with 40% of the average 
residential garbage bag 
being comprised of food 
waste, tissues, paper towels, 
paper cups/plates and 
other divertible organic 
waste. When these items 
breakdown in the landfill 
environment they contribute 
to the production of 
methane, a greenhouse 
gas 20 times stronger 
than CO², and to the 
production of leachate, 
which can negatively impact 
groundwater resources.   

 

The data also shows that 
County residents are doing 
an excellent job of utilizing 
the recycling program.  
However, some common 
types of recyclables such 
as aluminum foil, aerosol 
cans, cartons for broth and 
juice boxes are still being 
disposed of in the garbage.

Significant amounts of  
alcoholic beverage  
containers are also ending 
up in the recycling.  
Remember, when you  
purchase wine, spirits and 
beer you pay a deposit on 
those containers. When 
included in the blue box, 
the County does not receive 
the deposit on your behalf 
– so keep your money in 
your pocket and return your 
empties for a refund.  

For more information on 
the County’s green bin 
program, please refer to the 
2016 Waste Management 
Calendar or visit:  
simcoe.ca/greenbin

Compost and mulch 
FREE giveaway!

DIRT 
CHEAP

Bring your own shovel.
Supply is limited, while quantities last.

May 5 & 6 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

What’s in your 
garbage?

Public consultation on options 
for garbage collection services, 
curbside and facilities diversion 
programs, and reduction and 
reuse, will take place in May  
at the Simcoe County Museum  
or via webinar at:  
simcoe.ca/wastestrategy.   

The County’s Solid Waste 
Management Strategy, approved 
in 2010, provides a framework 
for diversion and waste disposal 
programs. Updates were 
recommended to be completed  
at various times. 

 
 

 

The first update began in 2015 
and will focus on consideration  
of potential options to form the 
basis for waste management 
operations over the next five years. 

County Council has considered 
the options and the following  
alternatives will now be  
presented for public consultation. 

Options being considered: 

Garbage Collection Service 

• Pay-As-You-Throw 
• Bi-weekly garbage collection
• Provision of a standard-sized 

garbage container 

Curbside and Facilities 
Diversion Programs 

• Expand green bin collection  
• Expand yard waste collection
• Expand waste facilities 

diversion programs 

Reduction and Reuse 

• Implement disposal and 
diversion bylaws

• Continued political advocacy, 
food waste reduction, textile 
diversion and rewards 
program

Waste Management Strategy 

ONE SITE, 
ONE 

SOLUTION
2976 Horseshoe Valley Road West

is the preferred site for the proposed  
Organics Processing Facility (OPF) and  
Materials Management Facility (MMF)

May  7
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Follow us: 
@simcoecountyCS

1-800-263-3199                     simcoe.ca                                          

Back by popular demand, the County of 
Simcoe is pleased to be hosting its second 
“DIRT CHEAP” compost and mulch 
giveaway event May 5-7. The giveaway will 
be held in a NEW location this year  
at 1257 Anne Street North, Minesing,  
between Snow Valley Road and  
Highway 26. 
 
Compost and garden mulch will be 
available free to residents of Simcoe County 
(excluding the cities of Barrie and Orillia). 

“The compost and mulch giveaway was 
very successful in 2015, and residents 
were extremely pleased with the event. In 
total, the event distributed 1,703 tonnes of 
compost and 131 tonnes of mulch,” said 
Rob McCullough, Director of Solid Waste 
Management. “We encourage Simcoe 
County residents to come out to the event  
in 2016  to continue discovering the  
natural benefits compost and mulch can 
add to your gardens.” 

A small skid steer will load residential trucks 
and trailers and self-loaders should bring 
their own shovel. Please note that this  
FREE compost and mulch giveaway is  
being held ONLY at 1257 Anne 
Street North and not at County Waste 
Management Facilities.

County Waste Management Facilities will 
have compost available for sale May 9 – 
16, while quantities last. Mulch - Free of 
charge and Compost - $5 per car load/ 
$20 per pick-up or small trailer load.

Tuesday, April 19
Simcoe County Museum 

1151 Highway 26, Minesing
2 - 4 p.m. and 6 - 8 p.m.

Open house format
(no formal presentation)

Public Information Sessions

Simcoe County Museum 
1151 Highway 26, Minesing  

2 - 4 p.m. and 6 - 8 p.m. 

or via webinar at:  
simcoe.ca/wastestrategy  

on the same days and times

Tuesday, May 3 & 17 

Public Consultation Sessions

Waste  
Management 

Strategy

OPF & MMF

 
In 2015, the County conducted a curbside audit to 
determine the composition of waste, to assess the 
success of various waste diversion programs and 
determine areas for improvement.  

 
Remember, food is 
NOT garbage. 
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ONE SITE,  
ONE SOLUTION The comprehensive siting process was modeled on 

the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change’s 
Statement of Environmental Values.  Although an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is not required, the 
County has approached these projects with this 
framework in mind, applied by industry-leading 
consultants. 

Siting involved three screening phases and 
extensive public and stakeholder consultation. 
502 sites were evaluated using conditions such 
as the avoidance of sensitive groundwater areas, 
preservation of prime agricultural land, adequate 
size, and distance from neighbours. 

SITING PROCESS

Distance from neighbours
 ▶ site has potential to place the facility footprint in a location 
with significant separation distances from nearby houses/
businesses 

 ▶ all neighbouring houses could potentially be more than  
500 metres (0.5 km) away from the facility, see  
illustration above 

Economic
 ▶ allows for a co-located facility that would share costs
 ▶ property acquisition savings
 ▶ good usable space and conditions means straightforward design
 ▶ provides easy access to major highways and County roads, 
resulting in cost savings associated with transportation

ADVANTAGES OF THIS SITE
Transportation

 ▶ minimal impacts to current traffic 
volumes on Horseshoe Valley Road West 
(County Road 22) 

 ▶ estimated maximum impact would result 
in a 6.2 per cent increase in vehicles

 ▶ excellent access to Highways 400,  
27, 26, and 11

Usable space
 ▶ site is approximately 208 acres
 ▶ the facility would have a  
footprint of approximately 11 acres, 
utilizing only about 5% of the 
property

 ▶ large usable space accommodates 
a co-located facility and allows for 
design and operational flexibility, 
as well as potential expansion

Environmental
 ▶ this site scored high among all 
environmental criteria used to evaluate  
502 potential sites

 ▶ no net effects to Class 1-3 agricultural lands
 ▶ compensation for the forested areas  
cleared will be considered; this may include 
replanting of trees

NEXT STEPS
 ▶ April 19, 2016 - Public Information Sessions  

 ▶ Spring 2016 - Inititate engineering and environmental studies and procurement 
process for OPF technology 

 ▶ 2017 - Results of RFP and business case presented to County Council

What’s 
an OPF?

An Organics Processing Facility 
is a location where organics (green bin 

material and potentially other items such as  
leaf and yard waste, pet waste, and diapers)  

are processed and converted into other 
products, such as compost or fertilizer.

What’s 
a MMF?

A Materials Management Facility 
is a location where waste from 

multiple collection vehicles is consolidated 
and transferred. This allows for 
cost-effective shipment to other  
processing/disposal locations.

One site, one solution
 ▶ County transfer operations  

for garbage and recycling
 ▶ On-site organics processing
 ▶ Truck servicing facilities
 ▶ Potential public education space

WHY?
It’s the right thing to do.

OPF
The MMF will save residents an 
estimated $13 million in contracted 
transfer costs over the next 20 years. 
Significant funding has already been  
secured for this project. 

The County has set regional diversion targets 
of 71 per cent by 2020 and 77 per cent by 
2030. Increased diversion of organic materials 
is critical to reach these targets. A County 
operated OPF will provide Simcoe County with 
the capacity to process your organic waste 
and allow for acceptance of more materials 
in our green bin program, thus contributing to 
increased diversion. An OPF will also reduce 
environmental impacts from export of waste 
and create compost or fertilizer products to 
support our local agriculture and landscaping 
sectors. 

MMF

$13 million
estimated savings in transfer costs  

over the next 20 years 

6-years 

payback period of

maximizing
life spans of existing landfills and  

reducing the need for export of our waste

  

flexibility
and ability to adapt to  

changes in collections and/or  
processing arrangements 

C02
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 

due to shortened haulage distances 

This facility is not a landfill.

2976 HORSESHOE VALLEY ROAD WEST

job creation 
local
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PARTICIPATING SPONSORS:

Back by popular demand, the County of 
Simcoe will be holding a special battery collection 
week starting November 7, 2016. Watch for battery 
collection bags in your mail.  

Place acceptable alkaline and heavy duty AA, AAA, 
C, D, 9-Volt, and button batteries inside the bag 
and seal it. Then place your battery bag out for 
collection, in a visible location BESIDE your recycling 
box, during the week of November 7, 2016 only.

Do NOT include rechargeable batteries, 
NiCad, NiMH, lithium ion, car batteries, 
industrial batteries, or battery packs.  
These may be taken to County Household 
Hazardous Waste facilities during regular 
operating hours, free of charge.

MANAGING
your WASTE

Fall - Winter 2016

BATTERY COLLECTION WEEK 
November 7 to 11 ONLY

The Tosorontio Landfill located at 6815 Conc. 4, 
Everett and the West Gwillimbury Transfer Station 
located at 2960 Line 12, Bradford are now open  
on Mondays from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. to 
serve you better.  
 
”Due to growth in the south end of the County, we 
identified the need to expand the operating days at 
these facilities, making them consistent with most of the 
County’s other waste management facilities to operate 
six days per week says Rob McCullough, Director of 
Solid Waste Management. “We are also currently 
working on a re-design at the Tosorontio site, by 
improving site access and expanding diversion areas”.

There are also plans to improve services at the West 
Gwillimbury Transfer Station, a very busy site; the 
planned improvements will assist in managing the 
increasing traffic levels at this site.    

NOW  

MONDAYS
TO SERVE You BETTER

Follow us: 
@simcoecountyCSS

open 

Consultation Report - Project Initation and Siting 
Appendix A.2

Page 11 of 12



Development of our Environmental Resource Recovery Centre 
at 2976 Horseshoe Valley Road West, Springwater, continues. 
This location will house the Materials Management Facility 
(MMF), Organics Processing Facility (OPF), Solid Waste 
Management truck servicing area, and public education area. 

Continuing the County’s commitment to diversion, this facility 
will offer a solution to securely manage our own waste, 
control transfer and processing costs, and help to reduce our 
waste disposal by creating our own processing capacity.

A comprehensive series of studies (twelve in total) required for 
Planning amendments have been undertaken for this project 
over the summer months – including an Environmental Impact 
Study and Traffic Impact Study. Preparation will continue on 
Planning applications this fall and, in addition, 
procurement related to organics 
processing and design of the MMF 
will be initiated.

For more information, please visit our  
new webpage at www.simcoe.ca/ERRC.

1-800-263-3199                                            Printed on recycled paper                                                 simcoe.ca

40%  
   of residential garbage is 

comprised of food waste, 
tissues, paper 
towel, paper cups/
plates and other 
organic waste that 
should go into the 
green bin.  

When these items breakdown 
in the landfill they produce 
methane, a greenhouse 
gas 20 times stronger than 
CO2 and contribute to the 
production of leachate, 
which can negatively impact 
groundwater resources.
Remember to feed your green 
bin, not your garbage.  

 

Environmental
Resource Recovery Centre 

Page  - 2 -

PLASTIC CUP LIDS 
go in the blue bin

PAPER COFFEE CUPS  
go in the green bin

STYROFOAM CUPS 

go in the garbage

Haven’t 
you heard?

Don’t know where things go?  
visit simcoe.ca/wastewizard
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