
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
INNOVATIONS FORUM

AGENDA

8:50 a.m.    Networking and refreshments

9:10 a.m.  Welcoming Remarks - Warden Gerry Marshall

9:15 a.m.    Background
   Our Community 10-Year Affordable Housing and Homelessness Prevention Strategy 

9:25 a.m.    Affordable Rental Innovation Fund
     Nadia Frantellizzi, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation  

9:50 a.m.   Bill 7, Promoting Affordable Housing Act, 2016
     Victor Doyle, Ministry of Municipal Affairs, Ministry of Housing

10:20 a.m.   Break and Information Gallery Tour



INNOVATION IN FINANCING

10:35 a.m.  Exploring Financial Solutions for Affordable Housing 
                     Daniel Bragagnolo, Manager, Commercial Mortgages  

   First National Financial LP

INNOVATION IN PLANNING AND SERVICE DELIVERY

11:05 a.m.  Affordable Housing Conversions
      Nasr Nasr, Remcor Developments

11:35 a.m.  County of Simcoe Affordable Housing Developments 

Noon   Lunch and networking

INNOVATION IN BUILT-FORM

12:40 p.m.  Building Affordable Housing with Shipping Containers
      Teresa Oliver, InvestorCentric Inc.

1:10 p.m.   Building Affordable Housing with Manufactured/Modular Design
   Dion Gemmiti, Canada Builds Company

INNOVATION IN DESIGN AND SIZE

1:40 p.m.   Tiny Homes
   Vic Matthews and Peter Gillespie, Tiny House Construction Company

2:10 p.m.   In-filling and Laneway Housing
   David Parks, Director, Planning, Development and Tourism,  
   County of Simcoe

2:30 p.m.   Break and Information Gallery Tour

INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING

2:45 p.m.   Panel Discussion
   Moderated by: John Connell, Acting Implementation Manager,  
   County of Simcoe  

3:15 p.m.   Closing Remarks

In partnership with  
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation



Exploring Financial  
Solutions for Affordable Housing 

Daniel Bragagnolo, Director,  
Commercial Mortgages, First National Financial LP
firstnational.ca
Recognized as an affordable housing expert, Daniel is 
a sought-after speaker about issues and opportunities 
in the sector.  

Close to two years ago, Daniel oversaw his team’s 
first Affordable Housing loan. Since that time, Daniel 
has set many financing precedents for the sector, and 
has since advised many providers who are refinancing 
properties for the first time in 40 to 50 years.

For Daniel, every Affordable Housing scenario is 
unique. His approach focuses on a progressive 
discovery process, where he identifies the best options 
for clients.

As an advisor, Daniel works with providers to figure out 
their business plans and then connects them to the 
right team of professionals to get the job done. 

Working with Daniel, providers benefit from strong 
connections with all levels of government, a simplified 
financing process and transparency in terms of 
financing possibilities. 

Session Information
Affordable Housing Conversions

Nasr Nasr, Remcor Developments

Over the past 10 years, Nasr has developed affordable 
housing that enables individuals to focus on the 
betterment of their lives including family, career and 
personal achievement.  Nasr has established a strong 
working relationship with non-profits and supportive 
service providers throughout the South-West region.  

Nasr’s portfolio includes new construction, renovation 
and re-purposed buildings. He prides himself on 
attention to accessibility and incorporating good 
development techniques to ensure energy efficient 
outcomes.  

Most of all he puts people first.   

Building Affordable Housing 
with Shipping Containers 

Teresa Oliver, President, InvestorCentric Inc. 
investorcentric.ca
Teresa has experience with many facets of the housing 
sector — as a Builder, Property Developer, Property 
Owner, and Property Manager.  

Since 2008, Teresa has been the President of 
InvestorCentric Inc., specializing in affordable 
housing developments in Ontario, and has been 
involved as builder, developer and lead consultant 
on developments from 9,000 sq. feet to 80,000 
square feet; including co-ordinating and managing all 
the aspects of Architectural design and Engineering 
components for the projects. 

InvestorCentric is focused on “innovative smart value 
housing” for residents while also delivering a return 
for its shareholders. Teresa’s work has provided cost 
effective housing solutions for, average income families, 
seniors, and students.

Building Affordable Housing 
with Manufactured/Modular Design
Dion Gemmiti, Vice President, Canada Builds 
Company Ltd. 
canadabuilds.ca
Canada Builds Company Ltd. is an all Canadian, 
family owned, custom modular home builder.  From 
its impressive 60,000 square foot manufacturing 
facility located in Lindsay, Ontario, Canada Builds has 
delivered hundreds of homes, cottages, and multi-
family units across the province.

Through a process called “custom modular” 
construction, Canada Builds combines the best of 
traditional made-to-measure custom home building 
with the efficiencies of modular construction that 
happens indoors, in a controlled environment.



Tiny Homes

Vic Matthews, Tiny House Construction Company: 
Build it Construction  
tinyhousecc.ca
Having built award winning custom homes with his 
company Build It Construction, Vic has taken that passion 
to a much smaller scale. 

With a lower environmental impact and a societal need 
for affordable housing, tiny houses seemed like the 
perfect solution. Inspired by his travels and the desire 
to build simple and efficient living spaces, Tiny House 
Construction Company began!  

His entrepreneurial mindset and driven attitude has Vic 
consumed in this new, exciting venture. If you can actually 
catch him not working on a tiny house (good luck!), he’ll 
be out water skiing at the cottage or spending time with 
family. 

Peter Gillespie, Tiny House Construction Company: 
Build it Construction  
tinyhousecc.ca
After traveling most of his life in a search for a place to 
plant his roots, Pete found the perfect solution with tiny 
houses.  His experience living in a tiny house on the West 
coast of Canada shaped him into a strong advocate for 
the tiny house movement. Pete believes everyone can 
benefit from the philosophy of living within your means, 
quality over quantity, and living simply. 

If he’s not answering your emails, or chatting with you 
over THCC’s Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, or Google+ 
accounts, you can find him playing Frisbee with his dog 
Charlie or running drills on the rugby pitch.


