
Council Highlights are intended to provide a summary of Council proceedings only. The
information contained within the Highlights is based on approved material from within
the associated agenda packages, linked at the bottom. These reports were part of the
agendas from the Council Meeting on September 27, 2022 and the Committee of
the Whole Meeting on September 13, 2022. For more information on any item
covered in the Highlights, each article is hyperlinked to the appropriate report,
which can be accessed by clicking on the title. Images are also linked to relevant
resources.

A recording of these sessions is also available for public viewing on the County's
YouTube channel.

- Service Simcoe

The 2018-2022 Council term will been known most for responding to and
supporting the recovery from COVID-19; however, County Council led and
directed countless programs and initiatives that improved our communities
and the lives of the residents we serve. Click on the image above to view
the 2018-2022 County Council Achievements and Initiatives Report.

Snowmobile Club Property Use Agreement

Snowmobile clubs operate over 1,000 km of groomed trails in Simcoe
County. The County of Simcoe entered into a Property Use Agreement with
several snowmobile clubs in 2011 to allow snowmobile trails on specified
locations of the County Road System, including the McKinnon Bridge in
Minesing Wetland. The Property Use Agreement, including the 5-year
renewal, expired as of December 31, 2021.

On September 27, 2022, Council approved the Warden and County Clerk to
execute the Property Use Agreement with the Ontario Federation of
Snowmobile Clubs, District 4, District 7 and Mid Ontario Snowmobile Trails
to continue to use and maintain McKinnon Bridge; County Road crossings
and to use other property within the County Road systems.

Click on the image above to view the 2018-2021 SMOS Final Report: A
Report on Actions.

Letter from Simcoe Muskoka District Health
Unit, dated August 16, 2022 regarding Simcoe
Muskoka Opioid Strategy (SMOS) Final Report
2018-2021

In 2018, a multi-sectoral plan known as the Simcoe Muskoka Opioid
Strategy (SMOS) was launched by the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit
with an aim to reduce opioid-related harms as a result of the significant
growth in the rates of morbidity and mortality linked to problematic opioid
use in the 10 years prior. Originally the action plan was developed with all
activities wrapping up in 2020; however, in March of that year the COVID-
19 global pandemic was declared. It was soon recognized that the pandemic
greatly impacted people who use drugs locally, provincially and nationally.
Due to this, SMOS activities continued into 2021.

The initial large spike in deaths that occurred in 2017, both in Simcoe
Muskoka and provincially, stabilized in Simcoe Muskoka from 2017 to 2019;
however, it increased significantly again in 2020 along with the COVID-19
pandemic, both in Simcoe Muskoka and the province. With the great need
that exists, there is still much progress to be made on many of the SMOS
goals and activities, and on new priority areas that have emerged since the
action plan was created.

On September 13, 2022, Committee of the Whole received the final Report
on Actions (2018-2021) and an update on the 2022 priorities, while an
approach is developed to plan for a refreshed drug strategy.

2022/23 Ontario Renal Network Operating
Funding Agreements for Trillium Manor

Trillium Manor has had agreements in place to provide Peritoneal Dialysis to
residents for several years. This service has been provided in partnership
with Orillia Soldiers' Memorial Hospital, the Ontario Renal Network, Cancer
Care Ontario, and Ontario Health. These partnerships allow residents living
in Long-Term Care homes to receive hemodialysis treatment within their
home rather than at the regional dialysis centre resulting in less disruption
in their daily lives and transportation costs.

The renewal agreement for this program was signed in accordance with By-
law No. 6240, and on September 13, 2022, the funding agreement was
received by Committee of the Whole.

On behalf of Simcoe County Council, Warden George Cornell has once again
proclaimed September 30, 2022 as “National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation” (National Orange Shirt Day) in Simcoe County. The Every
Child Matters flag has been flown at the County’s Administration Centre in
Midhurst throughout September in recognition that all Canadians and all
orders of government have a role to play in reconciliation.
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