
Council Highlights are intended to provide a summary of Council proceedings only. The
information contained within the Highlights is based on approved material from within
the associated agenda packages, linked at the bottom. These reports were part of the
agendas from the Joint Council and Committee Meeting on October 11, 2022 and
the Committee of the Whole Meeting on September 27, 2022. For more information
on any item covered in the Highlights, each article is hyperlinked to the
appropriate report, which can be accessed by clicking on the title. Images are also
linked to relevant resources.

A recording of these sessions is also available for public viewing on the County's
YouTube channel.

- Service Simcoe

Statement by Warden Cornell on Innisfil Tragedy

To read the Warden's full statement, click on the image above.

Our thoughts and deepest sympathies are with our partners at the South
Simcoe Police Services, our Paramedic Services team, our neighbours in the
Town of Innisfil, and the loved ones and communities impacted by the tragic
events of last evening. Together, as a County, we are here to support you.

Tragic incidents such as this are not common in our communities; however,
this is an important reminder of how our first responders put themselves at
risk each day to protect and serve our communities and residents.

To read the final report on the survey results, click on the image above.

Carts and Waste Management Survey Results

Prior to the implementation of automated cart collection in November 2021,
staff had committed to undertaking a survey to gauge public response to
carts. A professional market research and consulting company, Malatest,
was retained through a competitive procurement process to develop and
undertake the survey, analyze data and provide a final report.

On October 11, 2022, Council received the results of an extensive public
survey that was conducted in June 2022. The County of Simcoe conducted
and received 5,650 responses regarding residential waste collection and
disposal services. Eighty-eight per cent of survey participants reported that
they are either satisfied or very satisfied with the new automated cart
collection. Eighty-two per cent of participants indicated that they are either
satisfied or very satisfied with the County’s waste disposal sites (landfills
and transfer centres).

Prior to the move to automated cart collection, labour shortages were
leading to significant delays in service. The County is pleased with the
restoration of collection consistency after moving to a four day collection
schedule under the new automated collection program.

Simcoe Village Campus Project Update

On June 14, 2022 the County received written communication from the
Long-Term Care Capital Development Division of the Ministry of Long-Term
Care that Preliminary Design Plans for the Simcoe Manor and Village Project
have been approved. As of September 7, the next steps moving forward
consist of Ministry detailed design approval, site plan approval, building
permit application and continued site preparation processes including
earthworks.  

On October 11, 2022, Council received an updated report on the Simcoe
Village Campus project, including a presentation. Information was provided
on project planning and approvals, key construction milestones and project
schedule, design development, communications, working group meetings
and fundraising. This initial site preparation phase is expected to be
completed in mid-2023, building construction will begin shortly after with
occupancy for the long-term care home, Village Centre, and Supportive
Housing components anticipated for mid-2025.  For details on the project,
visit www.simcoe.ca/SimcoeVillageRedevelopment.  

Winter Warming Programs 2022-2023

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, warming centres originated from
community-based collaborations and initiatives, operated and funded
outside the system of homelessness prevention services and support
administered by the County of Simcoe. However, in consideration of the
reduced operating capacity in homeless shelter settings required by public
health during the COVID-19 pandemic, Social Services Relief Funding was
used during the pandemic to address warming needs for unsheltered
homeless individuals.

In May 2022, County of Simcoe Council approved the allocation of $100,000
from pandemic-specific Social Services Relief Fund funding to assist
communities in Simcoe County response to warming centre needs on a one-
time basis during winter 2022-23.

On October 11, 2022, Council received a report on Winter Warming
Programs for Winter 2022-23. Two proposals were received as of the
submission deadline of August 11, 2022, one for warming centre operations
in the City of Barrie and one for warming centre operations in the City of
Orillia. Although there were no submissions received for warming centre
operations in Alliston (South Simcoe), Collingwood (South Georgian Bay) or
Midland (North Simcoe), shelter operators in these communities enhanced
their services to address warming needs within their operations during
winter 2021-2022. In consideration of the anticipated increased demand for
shelter services as the colder weather approaches, County staff is actively
engaged with funded shelter operators and other key stakeholders in South
Simcoe, Collingwood and Midland to identify funding requirements to
support warming centre operations. The County is working with our
community partners towards having warming centres open in the
communities identified above before winter arrives.

Museum Acquisition of 1911 Tudhope-Everitt
Car

County staff were contacted recently with an opportunity to purchase a
1911 Tudhope-Everitt car. This car was made at the Tudhope factory in
Orillia, using the Everitt design for the bulk of components. Of these cars
assembled, only 4 cars are accounted for – two 1911 models, and two 1912
models. The other 1911 model is part of the Burnaby Village Museum
collection in British Columbia. The Tudhope-Everitt has been described as
“the most completely Canadian car, with more Canadian-made components
than any other”.

On October 11, 2022, Council approved the acquisition of the 1911
Tudhope-Everitt Car for the Simcoe County Museum Collection using
museum reserve funding.

The Hospice Palliative Care flag flying at the County Administration Centre
in Midhurst to commemorate World Hospice and Palliative Care Day on
October 7.

Simcoe County Hospice Alliance Funding
Request

On May 24, 2022, the Simcoe County Hospice Alliance submitted a written
request to the Warden asking County Council to consider continuing with
capital funding support to this group for an additional five-year period from
2021-2025. This request was approved in the amount of $500K per year for
a total of $2.5 million over the newly recommended term.

On October 7, 2022, County Councillor and Chair of the Human Services
Committee, Rob Keffer and General Manager of Health and Emergency
Services, Jane Sinclair celebrated presented World Hospice and Palliative
Care Day with our Hospice Alliance partners. During this event, Councillor
Keffer raised a symbolic flag and presented the Alliance with a cheque for
$1 million representing allocations for the first two (2) years of this five (5)
year funding commitment (2021 and 2022).  
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