
Council Highlights are intended to provide a summary of Council proceedings only. The
information contained within the Highlights is based on approved material from within
the associated agenda packages, linked at the bottom. These reports were part of the
agendas from the Council Meeting on March 8, 2022 and Committee of the Whole
on February 22, 2022. For more information on any item covered in the Highlights,
each article is hyperlinked to the appropriate report, which can be accessed by clicking
on the title. Images are also linked to relevant resources.

A recording of these sessions is also available for public viewing on the County's
YouTube channel.

- Service Simcoe

March is #ITSTARTS Month. Click on the image above to learn more about how you can
participate.

SWIFT Update

On February 22, 2022, the Warden and CAO briefed Council on the
Southwestern Integrated Fibre Technology (SWIFT) board’s activities.
SWIFT is a non-profit municipally led broadband expansion project created
to improve internet connectivity in underserved communities and rural
areas across Southwestern Ontario.

Warden Cornell indicated that all 97 SWIFT contracts totaling an investment
of $268 million in broadband infrastructure have now been awarded.
Councillors were interested in having a GIS map from the County which
shows where high speed internet is/isn’t available – CAO Aitken indicated
that staff are working on this and will keep Councillors updated as it
progresses.

Human Trafficking

The crime of human trafficking in Ontario is threatening our most
vulnerable population, and Ontario resources have reportedly served 427
young girls that have been victimized/exploited since 2013.

On March 8, 2022, Council approved the County of Simcoe to raise further
awareness to the issue of human trafficking by utilizing communications
platforms, and to initiate training and a strategy for all staff and council,
working with Simcoe County, community partners, and school boards to
eradicate human trafficking. Council also approved forwarding a copy of the
resolution regarding human trafficking and sexual exploitation to all Simcoe
County MPPs/MPs and municipalities to support in further awareness and
action.

For more information on all the benefits of our new automated cart collection program, click on
the image above to visit carts.simcoe.ca. Our site also includes information on the size swap
program, which allows residents to select smaller cart sizes that may better suit their lifestyle.

Carts Accessibility Accommodation Process

The Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA) and the Ontario
Human Rights Code require that the County, as a provider of services,
accommodate persons with disabilities.

On February 22, 2022, Council received a report on the curbside waste
collection carts accessibility accommodation process, which is intended to
remove barriers for persons with disabilities and is consistent with many
other Ontario municipal jurisdictions that provide automated cart collection.

The report highlighted research that confirms that carts represent major
physical improvements and have several ergonomic advantages over
manual systems, including reduced reaching and bending, reduced back
and shoulder stress, and reduced lifting and carrying.

On March 8, 2022, Council approved the proposed accommodations and
application process. Staff will also investigate and incorporate additional
accommodation options that keep within and enhance the curbside waste
cart collection service accommodation process.  

Museum Activity Report, October to December
2021

Simcoe County Museum was opened to the public with capacity limits and
COVID-19 restrictions from October to December. During this time, staff
continued to support museum activities both from home and onsite. Staff
working from home developed and implemented a variety of online
activities including virtual day camps, social media and website programs.
Museum staff who remained on site focused on museum preventive
conservation, artifact care and completion of large facility capital projects.

On February 22, 2022, Council received a report on Museum Activity from
October to December 2021. In addition to providing updates on on-site and
virtual programing, volunteers, the museum and gallery, and acquisitions,
the report documented the financial impact of closures as a result of
COVID-19. The museum closure for more than seven months in 2021
resulted in a loss of admission of approximately $154,103. This loss was
offset by the Canadian Heritage COVID Reopening Grant of $100,000 and
program supplies and materials savings of approximately $35,270.

French Language Services Coordinator Update
Within Simcoe County’s 16 municipalities, there are three designated
Francophone areas: Penetanguishene, Essa Township and Tiny Township.
The County is committed to improving its French Language Services
capacity to meet the needs of current and future francophone residents
within the three designated French areas.

In 2018, one-time funding of $90,000 was granted to Georgian Village
through Health Canada over a 2.5-year period from November 2018 to June
2021. In response to this funding, a French Language Services Coordinator
was recruited and significant enhancements in communications,
programming and signage were implemented at Georgian Village.

On March 8, 2022, Council approved staff proceeding with recruitment of
one temporary full-time French Language Services Coordinator for 15
months, subject to Ontario Health Central funding approval. Providing
French language support on a broader regional basis across the County of
Simcoe will improve access to services and build inclusion and equity across
the region.

Warden George Cornell has officially proclaimed March 18th, 2022 as Transit Worker Appreciation
Day. Remember to thank local transit operators and maintenance staff by using the hashtag
#TransitConnectsSimcoeCounty on social media on March 18, 2022.
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