
Council Highlights are intended to provide a summary of Council proceedings only. The
information contained within the Highlights is based on approved material from within
the associated agenda packages, linked at the bottom. These reports were part of the
agendas from the Council Meeting on March 22, 2022 and Committee of the Whole
on March 8, 2022. For more information on any item covered in the Highlights, each
article is hyperlinked to the appropriate report, which can be accessed by clicking on
the title. Images are also linked to relevant resources.

A recording of these sessions is also available for public viewing on the County's
YouTube channel.

- Service Simcoe

Each year, at 8:30 p.m. on the last Saturday of March, supporters from over 190 countries and territories
unite to raise awareness of the issues facing our Earth. 

On March 26 we once again ask residents to participate in the Earth Hour celebrations by switching off all
non-essential lights for 60 minutes. This simple action helps towards a better future for us and our
planet.  An hour that could change decades.

Click the image to learn more.

To learn more about the County's Automated External Defibrilator (AED) program, click the above image.

County of Simcoe Paramedic Services 2021
Response Time Performance and Defibrillator
Registration and Public Access Act Update

As per the Ambulance Act, every year all Paramedic Services are required to
report their Response Time Performance Plan’s response targets and actuals
to the Ministry of Health, to be reported no later than March 31st of the
following year.

On March 8, 2022, Council received a report on response time performance,
which highlighted that all response time targets were met in 2021 overall.
While the report identified some challenges in Q3, these were attributed to
peak call volume for the year coupled with staffing challenges across local
hospitals, paramedic services and some allied agencies. There was a
subsequent rebound in Q4 metrics as call volume slightly reduced.

On March 8, 2022, Council also received a report on the status and
implications of Bill 141, which will create a province-wide registry of publicly
accessible automated external defibrillators (AED), mandate AEDs are
located, ensure they are registered with Ambulance dispatch centres and
make the AED locations identifiable and accessible for members of the
public to use to offer a greater chance of patient survival. The County of
Simcoe has completed a stakeholder survey and await the results of this
process, the release of regulations and the final date the Act will come in
effect.    

Georgian Manor Long-Term Care Home Bed
Expansion Announcement

As the regional provider of specialized Behavioural Support Services to all
26 long-term care homes in the North Simcoe Muskoka (NSM) catchment
area and as a member of the Specialized Geriatric Services (SGS) program
led by Waypoint Centre for Mental Health, the County has been engaged in
ongoing planning discussions over the past decade to establish a
behavioural support transitional unit (BSTU) in this region.

Following a comprehensive review and consultation process, Ontario Health
Central (formally NSM LHIN) has approved Georgian Manor to host a 16-
bed BSTU, subject to provincial funding for additional operational costs to
support this level of care. The approval to construct an additional 16 beds
will ensure Georgian Manor can maintain existing bed capacity for long-
term care services as well as operate an additional specialized behavioural
support program in the home.

On March 22, 2022, Council approved that subject to provincial approval
and operational funding, that a regional BSTU be established and operated.
The BSTU will house individuals with greater behavioural needs due to their
illness or condition, and as such require more specialized care and
supervision.

During the spring thaw period, trail damage is more likely to occur. Motorized trails are closed until May 1.
For more information on trail membership and trail closures, please visit COATV.ca (ATV) or SCORRA.ca
(Off-Road Motorcycles).

Simcoe County Forest 2021 Annual Report and
Forest Conservation By-law 2021 Annual Report

The 2021 Annual Report for the Simcoe County Forest documents annual
activities and provides a basis to track progress toward long-term objectives
within the management plan, ‘Simcoe County Forest 2011 – 2030’. This
report is utilized as part of an annual audit to maintain Forest Stewardship
Council certification, provides for additional public oversite, and becomes an
important historical record.

On March 8, 2022, Council received the Simcoe County Forest 2021 Annual
Report, which highlighted exceptional values attained through timber sales;
the planting of 30,750 seedlings, primarily at the Packard Tract;
management of invasive species, insects and pathogens; and special
projects, such as the Coughlin Stream Crossing and Rehabilitation.

On March 8, 2022, Council also received the Forest Conservation By-law
2021 Annual Report, which provides an overview of the administration of
the Forestry Conservation By-law, including the issuance of permits and the
review of applications for exemptions to the by-law. Between 2017 and
2021, a total of 597 permits to allow commercial harvesting were issued by
the County, which reflects an active forest industry supported by private
woodland owners within the County. During this same period, 54
applications to remove woodlands were processed, resulting in the approval
to remove 99 hectares. This represents only 21% of the total area
requested to be cleared.

County of Simcoe COVID-19 Service Update
As the Province continues to lift some COVID-19 safety restrictions, and in
alignment with local Public Health recommendations, the County will
continue many of its Health and Safety measures related to the pandemic. 

The majority of County facilities are open to the public, including all
landfills, the Administration Centre and the Simcoe County Museum:

Masking:

• Masking will continue to be required by all visitors and staff
at indoor County facilities, including the Administration Centre,
Ontario Works Offices, Health Care Buildings and Museum, among
other buildings

• Masks are not required at outdoor locations such as landfills, unless
entering one of the buildings at these sites. Masking is still
recommended as a best practise

Vaccination Confirmations for Visitors:

• Confirmation of vaccination is no longer required by visitors to the
Simcoe County Museum

• The County's mandatory staff vaccination policies remain in place

Physical Distancing and Screening:

• Physical distancing and screening requirements also remain in place at
County locations

Emergency Declaration:

• The County will not be lifting its Emergency Declaration at this time
due to impacts it continues to experience due to COVID-19 in some of
its Health and Emergency Services and Social and Community
Services settings

As has been the County's approach since the beginning of the pandemic, we
will continue to follow public health recommendations and take a safe and
cautious approach to monitor the local situation and staff COVID-19 rates
while continuing to support the safety and wellbeing of our communities.

For more information on the 2022 Student Bursary Program, click on the above image.
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