
Council Highlights are intended to provide a summary of Council proceedings only. The
information contained within the Highlights is based on approved material from within
the associated agenda packages, linked at the bottom. These reports were part of the
agendas from the Council Meeting on June 14, 2022, and Committee of the
Whole on May 24, 2022. For more information on any item covered in the Highlights,
each article is hyperlinked to the appropriate report, which can be accessed by clicking
on the title. Images are also linked to relevant resources.

A recording of these sessions is also available for public viewing on the County's
YouTube channel.

- Service Simcoe

Seniors Month

June is Seniors Month, and 2022 marks the 38th annual Seniors Month in
Ontario. The theme for Senior’s Month in Ontario this year is “Stay Active,
Connected, and Safe”. It is a time when we recognize our amazing older
adults and the contributions they have made in communities across
Ontario. We are also focusing on programs and services that meet the
immediate needs of our seniors so that they remain safe, healthy and
engaged, and are able to live their lives to the fullest through the COVID-19
Pandemic and beyond.

On May 24, 2022, Council received a report highlighting seniors as the
architects of our world; our teachers, inventors, activists, veterans, and
friends. Throughout June, the County will host activities in a safe way to
celebrate the many ways in which seniors continue to support and enrich
our communities through volunteerism, mentorship, fellowship and
friendship, and living life to the fullest it can be.

Social and Community Services Hub
Development - City of Orillia

The proposed multi-use development includes 130 mixed affordable
residential units designed for seniors, families, and individuals. The
development also proposes to include a number of community services,
primarily on the ground level. Ground floor resources and supports through
County of Simcoe services include Ontario Works, Children and Community
Services, and Social Housing offices. These services will be available as key
components of the proposed campus-style development. The on-site service
hub setting also presents partnership opportunities with community
agencies to work directly with building residents, as well as community
residents.

On May 24, 2022, Council received an update on the County Orillia Campus
project. County staff has met with the community agencies that had
expressed interest in participating in the County’s Orillia hub development.
Confirmed participating agencies to date include a licensed child care
provider West Ridge Early Education Centre, EarlyON Child and Family
Centre – Simcoe North, and Simcoe Muskoka Family Connexions, in addition
to an Ontario Works, Children Services, and Social Housing satellite office.
Erosion control and fencing is installed, site alteration for the construction of
storm water management is complete, and the construction phase of the
development has begun. The masons and electricians have started installing
the masonry walls, temporary power, as well as electrical rough-in works.
Over the upcoming months, the footings and foundation will be completed,
and the above ground structure will begin to take shape.

Municipal Comprehensive Review Project (MCR)
Update and the Scheduling of a Public Open
House and Statutory Public Meeting for a
County Official Plan Amendment
The MCR will help shape the growth of Simcoe County and our communities
for the next 30 years. Through the Ontario Growth Plan for the Greater
Golden Horseshoe, the County is mandated by the Province to plan for a
population of 555,000 and 198,000 jobs by 2051. This is determined at the
Provincial level based on population and economic forecasting.

Over the past two months, County Planning Staff along with the MCR
project consultants attended individual meetings with local municipal staff,
mayors and deputy mayors that requested additional opportunities to
discuss growth management and recommendations produced to date in
relation to their local municipality.

On May 24, 2022, Council received a report outlining County plans to host a
virtual Open House on June 21, between 4:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. and a Public
Meeting on June 28 at 10 a.m. To find out how residents can participate,
more information is available at https://www.simcoe.ca/dpt/pln/public-
meetings.

Engine 1531 and Caboose Donation

In 2008, the City of Barrie and County of Simcoe entered into an agreement
to relocate Engine 1531, tender and caboose to the Simcoe County Museum
grounds on a temporary loan. The loan agreement included a project to
complete a cosmetic restoration of these pieces, led by museum staff and
volunteers, and funded by the City of Barrie. Some abatement work on the
artifacts was completed in 2010. No further work has been undertaken on
these artifacts since that time, as funding was not available from the City.

In December 2021, City of Barrie Council approved a recommendation to
donate these artifacts to Simcoe County Museum, with a funding
commitment up to $319,000 to assist the County in completing the
appropriate restoration over a three-year period.

On June 14, 2022, given the significance of railway history in Simcoe
County, and the unique features of these artifacts, Council approved staff’s
recommendation to accept the engine, tender and caboose as part of the
Museum collection, and begin work on the cosmetic restoration in 2023.

The Guesthouse Shelter (Nathan Sykes, Chief
Executive Officer, The Guesthouse Shelter and
Rob Walton, Board President, The Guesthouse
Shelter)

On May 24, 2022, the Guesthouse Shelter gave a presentation to
Committee of the Whole about the state of regional homelessness and the
work of the Guesthouse to provide food and shelter in a safe environment
for those in need within North Simcoe.

Since 2003, the Guesthouse has grown to almost 500 volunteers and
opened a permanent shelter in Midland.

Throughout COVID-19, the Guesthouse provided shelter capacity for
between 18 and 60+ homeless individuals per night, as well as community
meal program and homelessness prevention services.

As part of the presentation, the Guesthouse Shelter requested that the
County of Simcoe provide a grant to clear long-standing capital debt so that
the Guesthouse may redirect those payments to the ever-growing need for
emergency shelter in North Simcoe.
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