
Council Highlights are intended to provide a summary of Council proceedings only. The
information contained within the Highlights is based on approved material from within
the associated agenda packages, linked at the bottom. These reports were part of the
agendas from the Council Meeting on April 26, 2022, and Committee of the
Whole on April 12, 2022. For more information on any item covered in the Highlights,
each article is hyperlinked to the appropriate report, which can be accessed by clicking
on the title. Images are also linked to relevant resources.

A recording of these sessions is also available for public viewing on the County's
YouTube channel.

- Service Simcoe

National Volunteer Week

Our Volunteers continue to play a vital role at our County’s four Long-term
Care and Seniors Services locations, and throughout the community.

On April 12, 2022, Council received a report outlining celebrations for
Volunteer team members during National Volunteer Appreciation Week from
April 24 to April 30. A “Virtual Appreciation Event” was organized for
Thursday April 28 at 11am via Zoom. This event invited residents, staff,
family and friends to gather to help thank our outstanding volunteers for
another great year of service.

Solid Waste Data Summary, Curbside Audit
Results and Remaining Landfill Capacity & Waste
Management Strategy Update

Based on forecasted tonnages and population growth, and consistent with
previous reports, it is estimated that three County landfills will reach
capacity by 2029: the Collingwood Landfill (Site 2) at the end of 2023; the
Nottawasaga Landfill (Site 10) in 2025; and the Oro Landfill (Site 11) in
2029.

The County continues to be a leader in diversion and environmental
stewardship with the second highest kg/capita diverted of 98 Ontario
municipalities that completed the longform Datacall. In 2021, the curbside
and facilities waste tonnage tracking results show a combined direct
diversion rate of 63.7%, similar to the rate in 2020.   In addition to improved
curbside diversion rates, the County is seeing great success at its waste
drop-off facilities, where 18 innovative programs for different materials,
including asphalt shingles, have diverted more than 66 per cent of drop-off
materials from landfill.

On April 12, 2022, Council received a summary on 2021 waste data and
2020 Datacall results. Council also received an update regarding the Solid
Waste Management Strategy. The County is set to complete this framework
for both short-term and long-term diversion and waste disposal programs
for the next 20 years in fall 2022, and the Strategy will be presented to
next council early in 2023.

Regional Government Review Task Force -
Report on Library Services

In 2019, the Government of Ontario initiated the Regional Government
Review (RGR), an exercise to identify efficiencies in municipal service
delivery and governance across the Province. The County of Simcoe struck
the RGR Task Force and moved items to the Governance Committee to
review and provide recommendations.

While numerous services have been considered by County Council,
Councillors agreed that there were opportunities to streamline service
delivery options for residents by modernizing supports currently provided
through the Simcoe County Library Co-operative, which is managed by the
County of Simcoe. As a result, after consultation with the local libraries and
recommendations from an external consultant, County Council approved
moving to a new Information Library Service (ILS) structure.

Under the ILS, taxpayers will see annual savings of $295,000 moving
forward. No library branches are being closed as a result of this decision;
library branches are all owned by the lower-tier municipalities, not the
County. 

There will be no downloading to the local libraries, and benefits to the local
library branches include:

• Upgraded, cloud-based e-services IT platform
• Upgraded library computers software to Microsoft365 (which will allow

for greater IT support and security)
• Speed and direct control over technical challenges by library CEOs

through immediate resolution with IT HelpDesk and vendor 
• State-of-the-art government grade cyber security threat protection
• Single electronic library card, opening resources for all patrons

regardless of municipality supported through reciprocal borrowing
agreements

• Continued support with regional procurement efforts
• Elimination of over $50,000 in licencing fees paid by municipal library

branches to the County
• Existing collections of materials owned by the County of Simcoe will

be donated to library branches for public access at no cost to the
individual municipal branches; this includes multilingual collections

It is important to note that the Library Co-operative does not provide library
services directly to the public (it is not a public facing branch). Rather, it
provides supplemental services to member municipal library branches
through a largely administrative role, including circulation of videos and
books, and helps to oversee the licensing process and functionality of some
library software.

County Council also endorsed a motion to proceed with an investigation into
the sharing of confidential information prior to it being discussed at County
Council. Furthermore, County Council approved a motion to request that the
Province modify the Public Libraries Act to provide greater accountability by
libraries to municipalities and taxpayers.

Statement jointly provided by:

George Cornell
Warden of the County of Simcoe

Nina Bifolchi
County Councillor and Chair of the RGR Service Delivery Task Force

Emergency Preparedness Week
On the week of May 1 to May 7, the County will recognize the importance of
personal emergency preparedness during the annual Emergency
Preparedness Week. During this week, the County recognizes the critical
role of municipalities in fostering public awareness about personal
emergency preparedness. The goal of Emergency Preparedness Week is to
raise community awareness of the importance of knowing the risks in
communities, having a family emergency preparedness plan and kit, and
knowing what to do in an emergency even.

On April 26, 2022, Council’s Consent Agenda included the Warden’s
Proclamation of May 1 to May 7 as Emergency Preparedness Week. More
information about Emergency Preparedness is available on the County’s
website, https://www.simcoe.ca/beprepared. 

2022 Early Years and Child Care Funding
Allocations

As the Consolidated Municipal Service Manager (CMSM), the County of
Simcoe is required to enter into a Service Agreement with the province for
delivery of programs related to early learning and licensed child care. The
County’s 2022 provincial funding allocation totals $48,259,366. For 2022,
this represents an increase of $3,724,109 when compared to 2021
provincial funding levels. For 2022, the total municipal share is $4,548,803.
As such, the provincial and municipal contribution for 2022 is $52,808,169.

On April 26, 2022, Council approved the proposed 2022 Early Years and
Child Care Funding Allocations. These Allocations will continue to support
program and operating costs associated with provision of Licensed Child
Care, EarlyON Child and Family Centres, Special Needs Resourcing, and
Indigenous-led Child and Family Programs.  The allocations will likewise
continue to support a professional learning strategy, designed to enhance
program quality and build greater capacity across the local System of Early
Learning and Child Care. The County of Simcoe directly delivers a Child
Care Fee Subsidy Program, designed to assist eligible Parents with the cost
of licensed child care.

The 2022 provincial funding allocation will be significantly impacted by a
recent federal-provincial announcement on the historic Canada-Wide Early
Learning and Child Care (CWELCC) Agreement. This Agreement, over time,
is intended to lower licensed child care fees for parents and provide more
accessible, high-quality child care for families across the nation.

In honour of Paramedic Services week, County of Simcoe Paramedic Services is once again
hosting the virtual Paramedic for a Day contest. Grade 5 and 6 students, residing in Simcoe
County, are asked to create a short (maximum two minutes) video that best showcases what to
do when the first responder is you. The deadline to enter is May 17, 2022 at 8 p.m. Click the
image above for details on how to enter.
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