Mayl6,2017
Mr. John Daly, County Clerk
County of Si mcoe Ad ministration Centre
1110 Highway 26
Midhurst, ON
L9N 1X6
Dear Mr. Daly,
This letter is in reference to the ERRC project that the County of Simcoe is planning
for the Freele Tract at 2976 Horseshoe Valley Road in Springwater Township.
We are a group of citizens whose homes are located past the proposed site on
Rainbow Valley Road East and the adjoining Baseline Road, located at the north side
of Site C-136, otherwise known as the Freele Tract.
As the County continues with its plans something many of us never truly imagined
would actually come to be, since none of us could fathom locating such a volatile
facility within a forest we must prepare for the safety of our families should this
high risk facility become a reality in this vulnerable forest.
—

During a tour of the Guelph facility for near neighbours arranged through County
staff, it was confirmed that fires are a common occurrence. In 2014, a facility smaller
than the ERRC proposed for the Freele forest, located in Springwater Township,
burned to the ground after a 16-hour battle that required the assistance of 75 fire
fighters from neighbouring communities. This facility had safety precautions in
place, including anti-fire devices, and as we understand, so will the ERRC. You
should also note that not only was this facility located on an industrial site which
was better suited to contain and control emergency situations such as this fire, but
so too did it offer easier access to the facility when emergencies arose.
The proposed ERRC is slated for a natural corridor, fully surrounded by dense
woodlands and nearby homes. An emergency access road from the facility is
intended to enter from one of Springwater’s many dead-end roads, Rainbow Valley
Road East. Rainbow Valley Road and Baseline Road are narrow dirt and gravel roads
that lead to a dead end, and that are in poor condition most of the year. In case of
emergency, this is the only way for our families to reach our homes and it’s the only
way for our families to leave the area from our homes. In addition, our families must
travel past the proposed ERRC site and its entrance onto Rainbow Valley Road if
ever it became necessary to evacuate the area. The facility footprint is slated to be in
closer proximity to Rainbow Valley Road than to Horseshoe Valley Road. A fire
would only have to travel a very short distance north or northeast to reach Rainbow
Valley Road. Should this road become unpassable due to fire, emergency vehicles,
poor road conditions, or other related impediments, our families will become
trapped in this dense forested area.

To date, we have been unable to locate any type of Emergency Response Plan that
addresses evacuation routes for residents on neighbouring dead-end roads. Nor
have we been able to locate anywhere in the County’s plans any intentions to
upgrade roads for better access to the neighbouring properties at risk.
Should a worst-case scenario occur with no proper emergency evacuation routes in
place, the fate of our families and homes will be needlessly placed at,great risk.
We implore County Council to reconsider this project for a site that is properly
suited and set up for industrial use. We ask that Council NOT approve this Official
Plan Amendment.
Should you have any questions for our families concerning the above, please do not
hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely,

Cc:

council@springwater.ca
bill.french@springwater.ca
don.allen@springwater.ca
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Mr. John Daly, County Clerk
County of Simcoe Administration Centre
1110 Highway 26
Midhurst, ON
L9N 1X6
Dear Mr. Daly,
This letter is in reference to the ERRC project that the County of Simcoe is planning
for the Freele Tract at 2976 Horseshoe Valley Road in Springwater Township.
We are a group of citizens whose homes are located past the proposed site on
Rainbow Valley Road East and the adjoining Baseline Road, located at the north side
of Site C-136, otherwise known as the Freele Tract.
As the County continues with its plans something many of us never truly imagined
would actually come to be, since none of us could fathom locating such a volatile
facility within a forest we must prepare for the safety of our families should this
high risk facility become a reality in this vulnerable forest.
—
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During a tour of the Guelph facility for near neighbours arranged through County
staff, it was confirmed that fires are a common occurrence. In 2014, a facility smaller
than the ERRC proposed for the Freele forest, located in Springwater Township,
burned to the ground after a 16-hour battle that required the assistance of 75 fire
fighters from neighbouring communities. This facility had safety precautions in
place, including anti-fire devices, and as we understand, so will the ERRC. You
should also note that not only was this facility located on an industrial site which
was better suited to contain and control emergency situations such as this fire, but
so too did it offer easier access to the facility when emergencies arose.
The proposed ERRC is slated for a natural corridor, fully surrounded by dense
woodlands and nearby homes. An emergency access road from the facility is
intended to enter from one of Springwater’s many dead-end roads, Rainbow Valley
Road East. Rainbow Valley Road and Baseline Road are narrow dirt and gravel roads
that lead to a dead end, and that are in poor condition most of the year. In case of
emergency, this is the only way for our families to reach our homes and it’s the only
way for our families to leave the area from our homes. In addition, our families must
travel past the proposed ERRC site and its entrance onto Rainbow Valley Road if
ever it became necessary to evacuate the area. The facility footprint is slated to be in
closer proximity to Rainbow Valley Road than to Horseshoe Valley Road. A fire
would only have to travel a very short distance north or northeast to reach Rainbow
Valley Road. Should this road become unpassable due to fire, emergency vehicles,
poor road conditions, or other related impediments, our families will become
trapped in this dense forested area.

To date, we have been unable to locate any type of Emergency Response Plan that
addresses evacuation routes for residents on neighbouring dead-end roads. Nor
have we been able to locate anywhere in the County’s plans any intentions to
upgrade roads for better access to the neighbouring properties at risk.
Should a worst-case scenario occur with no proper emergency evacuation routes in
place, the fate of our families and homes will be needlessly placed atgreat risk.
We implore County Council to reconsider this project for a site that is properly
suited and set up for industrial use. We ask that Council NOT approve this Official
Plan Amendment.
Should you have any questions for our families concerning the above, please do not
hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely,
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Dear Mr. Daly,
This letter is in reference to the ERRC project that the County of Simcoe is planning
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poor road conditions, or other related impediments, our families will become
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addresses evacuation routes for residents on neighbouring dead-end roads. Nor
have we been able to locate anywhere in the County’s plans any intentions to
upgrade roads for better access to the neighbouring properties at risk.
Should a worst-case scenario occur with no proper emergency evacuation routes in
place, the fate of our families and homes will be needlessly placed at great risk.
We implore County Council to reconsider this project for a site that is properly
suited and set up for industrial use. We ask that Council NOT approve this Official
Plan Amendment.
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place, including anti-fire devices, and as we understand, so will the ERRC. You
should also note that not only was this facility located on an industrial site which
was better suited to contain and control emergency situations such as this fire, but
so too did it offer easier access to the facility when emergencies arose.
The proposed ERRC is slated for a natural corridor, fully surrounded by dense
woodlands and nearby homes. An emergency access road from the facility is
intended to enter from one of Springwater’s many dead-end roads, Rainbow Valley
Road East. Rainbow Valley Road and Baseline Road are narrow dirt and gravel roads
that lead to a dead end, and that are in poor condition most of the year. In case of
emergency, this is the only way for our families to reach our homes and it’s the only
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travel past the proposed ERRC site and its entrance onto Rainbow Valley Road if
ever it became necessary to evacuate the area. The facility footprint is slated to be in
closer proximity to Rainbow Valley Road than to Horseshoe Valley Road. A fire
would only have to travel a very short distance north or northeast to reach Rainbow
Valley Road. Should this road become unpassable due to fire, emergency vehicles,
poor road conditions, or other related impediments, our families will become
trapped in this dense forested area.

To date, we have been unable to locate any type of Emergency Response Plan that
addresses evacuation routes for residents on neighbouring dead-end roads. Nor
have we been able to locate anywhere in the County’s plans any intentions to
upgrade roads for better access to the neighbouring properties at risk.
Should a worst-case scenario occur with no proper emergency evacuation routes in
place, the fate of our families and homes will be needlessly placed at great risk.
We implore County Council to reconsider this project for a site that is properly
suited and set up for industrial use. We ask that Council NOT approve this Official
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Mr. John Daly, County Clerk
County of Simcoe Administration Centre
1110 Highway 26
Midhurst, ON
L9N 1X6
Dear Mr. Daly,
This letter is in reference to the ERRC project that the County of Simcoe is planni
ng
for the Freele Tract at 2976 Horseshoe Valley Road in Springwater Township.
We are a group of citizens whose homes are located past the proposed site
on
Rainbow Valley Road East and the adjoining Baseline Road, located at the north side
of Site C-136, otherwise known as the Freele Tract.
As the County continues with its plans something many of us never truly imagined
would actually come to be, since none of us could fathom locating such a volatile
facility within a forest we must prepare for the safety of our families should this
high risk facility become a reality in this vulnerable forest.
—
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During a tour of the Guelph facility for near neighbours arranged through County
staff, it was confirmed that fires are a common occurrence. In 2014, a facility smalle
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than the ERRC proposed for the Freele forest, located in Springwater Township,
burned to the ground after a 16-hour battle that required the assistance of 75 fire
fighters from neighbouring communities. This facility had safety precautions in
place, including anti-fire devices, and as we understand, so will the ERRC. You
should also note that not only was this facility located on an industrial site which
was better suited to contain and control emergency situations such as this fire, but
so too did it offer easier access to the facility when emergencies arose.
The proposed ERRC is slated for a natural corridor, fully surrounded by dense
woodlands and nearby homes. An emergency access road from the facility is
intended to enter from one of Springwater’s many dead-end roads, Rainbow Valley
Road East. Rainbow Valley Road and Baseline Road are narrow dirt and gravel roads
that lead to a dead end, and that are in poor condition most of the year. In case of
emergency, this is the only way for our families to reach our homes and it’s the only
way for our families to leave the area from our homes. In addition, our families
must
travel past the proposed ERRC site and its entrance onto Rainbow Valley Road if
ever it became necessary to evacuate the area. The facility footprint is slated to be in
closer proximity to Rainbow Valley Road than to Horseshoe Valley Road. A fire
would only have to travel a very short distance north or northeast to reach Rainbo
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Valley Road. Should this road become unpassable due to fire, emergency vehicles,
poor road conditions, or other related impediments, our families will become
trapped in this dense forested area.

that
To date, we have been unable to locate any type of Emergency Response Plan
Nor
addresses evacuation routes for residents on neighbouring dead-end roads.
to
ons
have we been able to locate anywhere in the County’s plans any intenti
upgrade roads for better access to the neighbouring properties at risk.
routes in
Should a worst-case scenario occur with no proper emergency evacuation
risk.
place, the fate of our families and homes will be needlessly placed at great
ly
We implore County Council to reconsider this project for a site that is proper
l
suited and set up for industrial use. We ask that Council NOT approve this Officia
Plan Amendment.
not
Should you have any questions for our families concerning the above, please do
hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely,

5
Copi.also
Toroc

tJ

Mr. Ross Ni
Toono, ON M3M OBI

Main
FcOario North, Room 3S1,

Le

s!atv

Queens Park,

c
Chief of Emergency Management, 25 Morton Shuirnan

Aye,

Mayl6,2017
Mr. John Daly, County Clerk
County of Simcoe Administration Centre
1110 Highway 26
Midhurst, ON
L9N 1X6
Dear Mr. Daly,
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Rainbow Valley Road East and the adjoining Baseline Road, located at the north side
of Site C-136, otherwise known as the Freele Tract.
As the County continues with its plans something many of us never truly imagined
would actually come to be, since none of us could fathom locating such a volatile
facility within a forest we must prepare for the safety of our families should this
high risk facility become a reality in this vulnerable forest.
—

During a tour of the Guelph facility for near neighbours arranged through County
staff, it was confirmed that fires are a common occurrence. In 2014, a facility smaller
than the ERRC proposed for the Freele forest, located in Springwater Township,
burned to the ground after a 16-hour battle that required the assistance of 75 fire
fighters from neighbouring communities. This facility had safety precautions in
place, including anti-fire devices, and as we understand, so will the ERRC. You
should also note that not only was this facility located on an industrial site which
was better suited to contain and control emergency situations such as this fire, but
so too did it offer easier access to the facility when emergencies arose.
The proposed ERRC is slated for a natural corridor, fully surrounded by dense
woodlands and nearby homes. An emergency access road from the facility is
intended to enter from one of Springwater’s many dead-end roads, Rainbow Valley
Road East. Rainbow Valley Road and Baseline Road are narrow dirt and gravel roads
that lead to a dead end, and that are in poor condition most of the year. In case of
emergency, this is the only way for our families to reach our homes and it’s the only
way for our families to leave the area from our homes. In addition, our families must
travel past the proposed ERRC site and its entrance onto Rainbow Valley Road if
ever it became necessary to evacuate the area. The facility footprint is slated to be in
closer proximity to Rainbow Valley Road than to Horseshoe Valley Road. A fire
would only have to travel a very short distance north or northeast to reach Rainbow
Valley Road. Should this road become unpassable due to fire, emergency vehicles,
poor road conditions, or other related impediments, our families will become
trapped in this dense forested area.

To date, we have been unable to locate any type of Emergency Response Plan that
addresses evacuation routes for residents on neighbouring dead-end roads. Nor
have we been able to locate anywhere in the County’s plans any intentions to
upgrade roads for better access to the neighbouring properties at risk.
Should a worst-case scenario occur with no proper emergency evacuation routes in
place, the fate of our families and homes will be needlessly placed at great risk.
We implore County Council to reconsider this project for a site that is properly
suited and set up for industrial use. We ask that Council NOT approve this Official
Plan Amendment.
Should you have any questions for our families concerning the above, please do not
hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely,

—

ç

Cc:

r’.

ck

council@springwater.ca
bill.french@springwaterc
don.allen@spilngwater.ca

D

Cm rr\c.’

9c

1CUD

CO Y\

(D(L,

May 16, 2017
Mr. John Daly, County Clerk
County of Simcoe Administration Centre
1110 Highway 26
Midhurst, ON
L9N 1X6
Dear Mr. Daly,
This letter is in reference to the ERRC project that the County of Simcoe is planning
for the Freele Tract at 2976 Horseshoe Valley Road in Springwater Township.
We are a group of citizens whose homes are located past the proposed site on
Rainbow Valley Road East and the adjoining Baseline Road, located at the north side
of Site C-136, otherwise known as the Freele Tract.
As the County continues with its plans something many of us never truly imagined
would actually come to be, since none of us could fathom locating such a volatile
facility within a forest we must prepare for the safety of our families should this
high risk facility become a reality in this vulnerable forest.
—

—

During a tour of the Guelph facility for near neighbours arranged through County
staff, it was confirmed that fires are a common occurrence. In 2014, a facility smaller
than the ERRC proposed for the Freele forest, located in Springwater Township,
burned to the ground after a 16-hour battle that required the assistance of 75 fire
fighters from neighbouring communities. This facility had safety precautions in
place, including anti-fire devices, and as we understand, so will the ERRC. You
should also note that not only was this facility located on an industrial site which
was better suited to contain and control emergency situations such as this fire, but
so too did it offer easier access to the facility when emergencies arose.
The proposed ERRC is slated for a natural corridor, fully surrounded by dense
woodlands and nearby homes. An emergency access road from the facility is
intended to enter from one of Springwater’s many dead-end roads, Rainbow Valley
Road East. Rainbow Valley Road and Baseline Road are narrow dirt and gravel roads
that lead to a dead end, and that are in poor condition most of the year. In case of
emergency, this is the only way for our families to reach our homes and it’s the only
way for our families to leave the area from our homes. In addition, our families must
travel past the proposed ERRC site and its entrance onto Rainbow Valley Road if
ever it became necessary to evacuate the area. The facility footprint is slated to be in
closer proximity to Rainbow Valley Road than to Horseshoe Valley Road. A fire
would only have to travel a very short distance north or northeast to reach Rainbow
Valley Road. Should this road become unpassable due to fire, emergency vehicles,
poor road conditions, or other related impediments, our families will become
trapped in this dense forested area.

To date, we have been unable to locate any type of Emergency Response Plan that
addresses evacuation routes for residents on neighbouring dead-end roads. Nor
have we been able to locate anywhere in the County’s plans any intentions to
upgrade roads for better access to the neighbouring properties at risk.
Should a worst-case scenario occur with no proper emergency evacuation routes in
place, the fate of our families and homes will be needlessly placed at great risk.
We implore County Council to reconsider this project for a site that is properly
suited and set up for industrial use. We ask that Council NOT approve this Official
Plan Amendment.
Should you have any questions for our families concerning the above, please do not
hesitate to contact us.
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would actually come to be, since none of us could fathom locating such a volatile
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high risk facility become a reality in this vulnerable forest.
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During a tour of the Guelph facility for near neighbours arranged through County
staff, it was confirmed that fires are a common occurrence. In 2014, a facility smaller
than the ERRC proposed for the Freele forest, located in Springwater Township,
burned to the ground after a 16-hour battle that required the assistance of 75 fire
fighters from neighbouring communities. This facility had safety precautions in
place, including anti-fire devices, and as we understand, so will the ERRC. You
should also note that not only was this facility located on an industrial site which
was better suited to contain and control emergency situations such as this fire, but
so too did it offer easier access to the facility when emergencies arose.
The proposed ERRC is slated for a natural corridor, fully surrounded by dense
woodlands and nearby homes. An emergency access road from the facility is
intended to enter from one of Springwater’s many dead-end roads, Rainbow Valley
Road East. Rainbow Valley Road and Baseline Road are narrow dirt and gravel roads
that lead to a dead end, and that are in poor condition most of the year. In case of
emergency, this is the only way for our families to reach our homes and it’s the only
way for our families to leave the area from our homes. In addition, our families must
travel past the proposed ERRC site and its entrance onto Rainbow Valley Road if
ever it became necessary to evacuate the area. The facility footprint is slated to be in
closer proximity to Rainbow Valley Road than to Horseshoe Valley Road. A fire
would only have to travel a very short distance north or northeast to reach Rainbow
Valley Road. Should this road become unpassable due to fire, emergency vehicles,
poor road conditions, or other related impediments, our families will become
trapped in this dense forested area.

To date, we have been unable to locate any type of Emergency Response Plan that
addresses evacuation routes for residents on neighbouring dead-end roads. Nor
have we been able to locate anywhere in the County’s plans any intentions to
upgrade roads for better access to the neighbouring properties at risk.
Should a worst-case scenario occur with no proper emergency evacuation routes in
place, the fate of our families and homes will be needlessly placed at great risk.
We implore County Council to reconsider this project for a site that is properly
suited and set up for industrial use. We ask that Council NOT approve this Official
Plan Amendment.
Should you have any questions for our families concerning the above, please do not
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burned to the ground after a 16-hour battle that required the assistance of 75 fire
fighters from neighbouring communities. This facility had safety precautions in
place, including anti-fire devices, and as we understand, so will the ERRC. You
should also note that not only was this facility located on an industrial site which
was better suited to contain and control emergency situations such as this fire, but
so too did it offer easier access to the facility when emergencies arose.
The proposed ERRC is slated for a natural corridor, fully surrounded by dense
woodlands and nearby homes. An emergency access road from the facility is
intended to enter from one of Springwater’s many dead-end roads, Rainbow Valley
Road East. Rainbow Valley Road and Baseline Road are narrow dirt and gravel roads
that lead to a dead end, and that are in poor condition most of the year. In case of
emergency, this is the only way for our families to reach our homes and it’s the only
way for our families to leave the area from our homes. In addition, our families must
travel past the proposed ERRC site and its entrance onto Rainbow Valley Road if
ever it became necessary to evacuate the area. The facility footprint is slated to be in
closer proximity to Rainbow Valley Road than to Horseshoe Valley Road. A fire
would only have to travel a very short distance north or northeast to reach Rainbow
Valley Road. Should this road become unpassable due to fire, emergency vehicles,
poor road conditions, or other related impediments, our families will become
trapped in this dense forested area.

To date, we have been unable to locate any type of Emergency Response Plan that
addresses evacuation routes for residents on neighbouring dead-end roads. Nor
have we been able to locate anywhere in the County’s plans any intentions to
upgrade roads for better access to the neighbouring properties at risk.
Should a worst-case scenario occur with no proper emergency evacuation routes in
place, the fate of our families and homes will be needlessly placed at great risk.
We implore County Council to reconsider this project for a site that is properly
suited and set up for industrial use. We ask that Council NOT approve this Official
Plan Amendment.
Should you have any questions for our families concerning the above, please do not
hesitate to contact us.
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