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1 February 2021 

COVID-19 Vaccination Consents Required  

Dear Simcoe and Sunset Manor Family and Friends,   

As we shared in our communication on January 27th, the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit 
has confirmed the presence of the COVID-19 UK variant in our region. The number of confirmed 
cases of this variant now exceeds 100 locally and researchers have calculated that this variant 
is approximately 50 per cent more transmissible than pre-existing viral strains. 

In Barrie, we have seen the devastating impacts of the UK variant of COVID-19 on Roberta 
Place long-term care home. Our thoughts are with all those residents, families and staff 
members concerned. The County continues to assist Roberta Place, providing our insights and 
resources wherever possible.  

Essential Caregiver Policy Update 
Given this higher risk for community spread, in consultation with the Health Unit, we have 
undertaken a significant review of the Essential Caregiver policy at all four (4) of the County’s 
Long-Term Care and Seniors Services homes. As a result of this review, and in an effort to keep 
our homes as safe as possible by minimizing the amount of individuals coming in and out of our 
homes, we have made the difficult but necessary decision to temporarily pause a number of 
essential caregiver visits at this time.  

Impacted essential caregivers will be contacted directly via phone by the home, and residents 
will also be advised by our team in-person and receive a communication to explain the rationale 
behind this decision.  

We know that these are challenging times for our residents and their families; however, we must 
continue to prioritize the health of our residents, staff and the community. We thank you all for 
your continued patience and co-operation.  

We will continue to monitor the status of the spread of this new variant in our communities and 
consult with the Health Unit regarding the timeline of this temporary change to our essential 
caregiver policy.  

For more information regarding the presence of the variant strain of COVID-19 in our region, 
please click here. 

Vaccination:  
The Health Unit has advised that the second dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine will be 
available to our long-term care home residents at Sunset Manor on Saturday February 6th and 
during the week of February 8th for Simcoe Manor. Staff waiting for their second dose, will 
continue to hold for further timelines from the Health Unit due to the global shortage in supply; 
however, the Health Unit has confirmed that long-term care staff will receive their second dose 
within the 42-day window for boosters.  

https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/HealthUnit/About/Newsroom/2021/01/26/Preliminary-test-results-identify-more-variant-cases-in-Simcoe-Muskoka
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Status in our Homes: 
At this time two (2) of our four (4) homes are currently COVID-free (Simcoe, Sunset), and we 
are working extremely hard to continue to keep the outbreak at Trillium Manor in Orillia and a 
new outbreak declared today at Georgian Manor in Penetanguishene, contained to one care 
unit. Working closely with our Health Unit, we are confident that the second vaccination of 
residents will aid in our continued efforts to protect our homes.  
Please submit your consents as soon as possible via email or call the home.  

Sincerely,  

Jane  

Jane Sinclair  
General Manager, Health and Emergency Services County of Simcoe 

ACTION REQUIRED - Consent for Second COVID-19 Immunizations  
Please return the attached completed consent form as soon as possible to the home directly 
using the email addresses below. Alternatively, POAs can call the home to provide verbal 
consent for the inoculation.  

• Simcoe Manor: (905) 729-2267 
Stacey.MacKenzie@simcoe.ca 

• Sunset Manor: (705) 445-4499 
Kari.Randall@simcoe.ca 
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