
Q: Where will the controlled burn take place?
A: The controlled burn will be conducted on 40 hectares (100 acres) of the Tosorontio Tract in the Township of Adjala-Tosorontio. The 
Tosorontio Tract is owned and managed by the County of Simcoe. The property is located south of 6936 Concession 2 Tosorontio and 
accessed from the unopened Concession Road 2. 

Q: When is the controlled burn scheduled to occur?
A: The controlled burn will occur as early as conditions allow between the start of April and early May and will take one day to complete. 
The exact timing of the burn will be dictated by site and weather conditions and cannot be determined at this time.  Once the date of the 
controlled burn has been confirmed, every effort will be made to keep media, stakeholders and the public informed through a variety of 
communication channels.

Q: Why is the controlled burn taking place?
A: This controlled burn is part of a long-term plan to retain red oak as the dominant species within an oak forest ecosystem. The 
objective is to reduce other more shade tolerant species which are currently dominating the forest understory. This treatment will be 
combined with thinning and a subsequent burn to ensure that a new generation of oak will, in time, replace the existing mature forest.

County Council approved the Simcoe County Forests Management Plan to guide our policies through 2030. The Plan outlines that fire 
has historically played a primary role influencing composition, structure and patterns of our forests. In fact, some local forest types, such 
as red oak and white pine, are common today because of fire. The Plan also outlines that controlled fire will be a critical tool to ensure 
the continued existence of these forest types into the future.

Q: Has the County conducted controlled burns in the past?
A: Controlled burns are common throughout Ontario and Canada. Controlled burns have been conducted previously within the County 
Forests with the two most recent burns occurring in 2020 within the Packard Tract in Essa Township and 2018 within the Museum Tract in 
Springwater Township. 

Q: Who will oversee the controlled burn?
A: Trained and experienced Lands & Forests Consulting personnel will carry out this burn. Six burn staff will be on site under the 
supervision of an experienced prescribed burn boss, qualified to the nationally recognized level of Fire Boss III. Man-made firebreaks 
completely surround the burn site. The site will be monitored on a continual basis until the burn is declared out. Lands & Forests 
Consulting has overseen more than 200 controlled burns. County Forestry staff will also be onsite during the burn process.

Q: When will the County inform residents about the controlled burn?
A: All emergency services will be informed, as well as relevant surrounding municipalities. The County will be informing nearby residents 
and forest users about the burn in April. Additional communications will be distributed once the controlled burn date is determined. The 
public will be informed through a variety of methods to reduce inadvertent calls to emergency services, including social media, website 
updates on simcoe.ca, direct notification to area landowners, recreation groups, media, and roadside signage.  
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Q: Will there be any impact on nearby residents?
A: No road closures are anticipated. Nearby residents are advised to keep windows closed and laundry inside during the burn.  
Concerned individuals and those with asthma are advised to close the windows and stay out of the area on the day of the burn.

Smoke impacts will be minimized by burning under specific wind directions and atmospheric conditions. Manual manipulation of the 
smoke column can be controlled by the type of ignition pattern used. The burn will take place when atmospheric conditions are slightly 
unstable therefore lofting the smoke column. 

There will be times during operations when the material being burnt will generate large amounts of low-lying smoke; alternatively, a 
very large smoke column protruding hundreds of metres into the atmosphere may be seen for many kilometres.  There is no cause for 
alarm as this is all part of normal operations for the type of fuels being burnt.

Q: What is the impact on local habitat and wildlife?
A: The benefits of prescribed fire to ecological communities in encouraging diversity far outweigh the negatives. Experience from similar 
burns shows that there is very little direct impact to wildlife, as substantial unburned habitat exists adjacent to the area, resulting in 
opportunities for individuals to survive and begin to repopulate the area.

Q: How long will the burn last?
A: We anticipate that the burn will require one day to complete. Following the burn, the site will be monitored closely by the Burn Boss 
and staff to ensure that the area is fully extinguished.

Q: Will the site be replanted?
A: The burn will reduce only a percentage of the young saplings on the site. The area will remain a healthy and productive forest and no 
replanting will be required.

Q: Is my health at risk?
A: While controlled burns differ from wildfires in that they are often managed to control smoke exposures to the public and are of much 
shorter overall durations than forest fires, concerns can arise regarding smoke exposure and health. Smoke exposure may pose a risk for 
more vulnerable individuals such as children, elderly and those with pre-existing respiratory conditions. Here are some simple steps you can 
take to minimize your exposure to smoke:
• If you live close to the controlled burn site and have chronic health conditions such as asthma and chronic lung disease, you may 

wish to minimize your exposure by staying indoors during the burn. If you have health concerns, follow up with your health care 
provider

• If you have concerns regarding exposure to smoke while outdoors, consider reducing your outdoor physical activities near the 
affected area

• To help reduce smoke in your homes and businesses, keep windows and doors closed

Q: Where can I receive more information?
A: Public questions and inquiries can be directed to our County Forestry Department by contacting our Service Simcoe team at  
1-800-263-3199, or by email at service@simcoe.ca. For more information, go to https://www.simcoe.ca/dpt/fbl.   
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