
County of Simcoe
1110 Highway 26,  
Midhurst, Ontario   L0L 1X0
705-726-9300

Director, Corporate Communications 
Allan.Greenwood@simcoe.ca
705-726-9300 Extension 1230

Allan Greenwood, Editor
CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS Text:  Municipal and media 

reproduction permission 
granted. 
Logos, wordmarks, 
identifiers, non-stock 
photographic images: 
© 2015 The Corporation 
of the County of Simcoe

The County Clerk’s Dept. maintains the official record for all 
County government proceedings. This publication is intended 

to identify highlights of Committee and Council meetings.

For more information on the County of Simcoe  
and our programs and services, please visit simcoe.ca

For media inquiries, contact communications@simcoe.ca
CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT

PAGE 4 COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE

Gerry Marshall, Warden

Mark Aitken, Chief Administrative Officer

Update
ISSUE 77  I   June/July 2015

C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L

Warden Gerry Marshall, second from right, was joined by County Councillors Gord Wauchope, left, and Rob Keffer, second from left, for a 
a joint announcement on Monday, June 29, 2015 at Innisfil Beach Park. County of Simcoe Paramedic Services has partnered with South 
Simcoe Police to deploy six Automated External Defibrillator (AED) units to enable South Simcoe Police to provide life-saving defibrillation  
in Bradford West Gwillimbury and Innisfil. The partnership is part of the County of Simcoe Paramedic Services Public Access Defibrillator 
(PAD) program. The program was developed in 2005 in conjunction with the Heart and Stroke Foundation, and has resulted in the 
placement of more than 635 Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) throughout the region. To date, the PAD program has had 12 saves 
within Simcoe County. These saves are attributed to the quick administration of CPR and AED use by community members.     

The Historical Construction Equipment Association once again partnered with the Simcoe County 
Museum in June to put on Wheels & Tracks in Motion, an interactive show for the whole family. 
People of all ages enjoyed live demonstrations by operators in the Museum’s two large gravel 
pits, rode one of the Museum’s people-movers to take in the action or walked the tracks of these 
machines, BBQ lunches, and more.  

WHEELS & TRACKS
The Board of Directors 

sets policy priorities that 
reflect the concerns of 
municipal governments 
and affiliate members and 
meets quarterly to develop 
policy positions on key 
national municipal issues.

“I am honoured and 
humbled to have been 
elected by my fellow 
Ontario delegates to 
represent the Province 
of Ontario as a member 
of the FCM Board of 
Directors,” said Deputy 
Warden Dowdall. “We 
must face growing 
demands on our services 
while finding fiscally 
responsible methods to 
address increasing needs 
in health care, social 
services, infrastructure, 
emergency services, 
and housing investments 
in our communities. 
Accomplishing this will 
take partnerships and 
collaboration among 
all our municipalities. I 
look forward to working 
with my fellow Board 
members to help build a 
brighter future for all of our 
residents.”

Deputy Warden Dowdall 
has more than 16 years 
of experience working at 
both the municipal and 
regional levels. 

DOWDALL



County of Simcoe 
Deputy Warden Terry 
Dowdall was elected 
to the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities 
(FCM) Board of Directors 
during the 
78th Annual 
Conference 
in Edmonton, 
Alberta from 
June 5 to 8, 
2015.

FCM 
has been 
the national voice of 
municipal governments 
since 1901. Members 
include Canada’s largest 
cities, small urban and 
rural communities, 
and 20 provincial and 
territorial municipal 
associations.

FCM’s Board of Directors 
is comprised of elected 
municipal officials and 
affiliate members from 
all regions and various-
sized communities 
throughout Canada. FCM 
forms a broad base of 
support and carries the 
municipal message to the 
Government of Canada. 

Continued on Page 4
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ORGANICS
The MMF would 

provide the County with a 
location for consolidation 
and transfer of waste 
from multiple collection 
vehicles for more 
economical shipment 
to other disposal or 
processing locations. 

In March 2015, County 
Council approved the 
siting process and 
evaluation criteria. More 
than 500 candidate 
sites for the OPF 
and 80 candidate 
sites for the MMF are 
being evaluated. It 

is anticipated that a 
short list of sites will be 
released in late summer 
2015, followed by public 
consultation and further 
evaluation. The preferred 
site will be presented to 
County Council in 2016. 

There are many 
potential benefits to 
operating these two 

facilities within our 
borders. 

Residents and 
community stakeholders 
are encouraged to 
visit simcoe.ca/opf or 
simcoe.ca/mmf for more 
information, including 
proposed facilities, 
siting methodology, and 
timeline.

Dowdall

Easy being green? We want to know
County launches Green Bin Survey to take “organic” look at waste diversion habits  

The County of Simcoe 
recently launched a Green 
Bin Survey to collect 
feedback about the use 
of its green bin organics 
program and to identify 
long-term strategies to 
increase waste diversion 
rates. County staff are 
conducting a door-to-
door survey in select 
communities across the 
region to learn more 
about how residents use 
the green bin program. 
Feedback will be used 
to help enhance overall 
services and awareness of 
the organics program. The 
Green Bin Survey is also 
available online at www.
simcoe.ca/greenbin.

The County of Simcoe 
launched its green bin 
organics program in 2008 
and collects approximately 
10,000 tonnes of green 
bin material each year. 
The program has been 
widely successful 
in increasing landfill 
diversion and fostering 
more environmentally 
responsible waste habits 
among residents. 

Despite these 
successes, recent 
curbside waste audits 
indicate that the amount 
of organic material 
captured by the green 
bin program decreased 
from 44 per cent in 2012 

to 37 per cent in 2015, 
which means that 63 per 
cent of all organic material 
collected is still in 
the garbage.

“Our Green 
Bin Survey is a 
great chance for 
you to assist us 
with determining 
opportunities for 
improvement and 
to help us build long-
term strategies that will 
increase our diversion 
rate,” said Warden Gerry 
Marshall. “Expanding 
our organics program, 
including the potential 
development of our own 

Organics Processing 
Facility (OPF), is absolutely 
the right strategy to 

mitigate landfill 
requirements in an 
environmentally 
responsible 
manner.”

The OPF would 
provide the County 
with a facility 
where green bin 

materials and potentially 
leaf and yard wastes 
could be processed and 
converted into other 
valuable products, such 
as compost or fertilizer 

enhancing local soil 
conditions. The County 
currently hauls green bin 
material to a composting 
facility in Hamilton. 

 Our garbage, organics, 
and recycling is currently 
transferred from a facility 
located in Barrie, which is 
not managed or operated 
by the County.

The County is in the 
process of siting the 
proposed OPF and 
Material Management 
Facility (MMF). 

Continued on Page 3

There are many benefits 
to using the green bin 
organics program: 
•	 Separation of materials 

into a green bin helps 
save landfill capacity for 
other materials which 
cannot be recycled or 
composted

•	 Processing organics 
produces valuable 
compost or fertilizer

•	 Keeping organics out 
of garbage reduces 
harmful greenhouse 
gas production in our 
landfills 

•	 Diverting organics 
through the green bin 
program helps protect 
our groundwater 
resources

Marshall

Grading the County
Report card measures County’s Affordable Housing Strategy

The County of Simcoe 
recently published its 
first report card, entitled 
Housing Our Future 
2014 Annual Report, to 
measure and evaluate 
achievements during 
the first year of its 10-
Year Affordable Housing 
and Homelessness 
Prevention Strategy.

The report card was 
submitted to the Ontario 
Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing 
(MMAH) outlining the 
first year of progress 
towards achievement of 
the Strategy’s five key 
themes and 31 priority 
actions.

“We are committed to 
implementing people-
focused solutions to 
ending homelessness in 
our communities,” said 
Warden Gerry Marshall. 
“Together, working with 
our regional partners, 
we will build impactful 
strategies that meet the 
individual needs of our 
residents.” 

The County has 
started to implement 
key strategies, resulting 
in important outcomes 
for area residents 
and communities. 
Using results based 
accountability 
framework, the 

report card evaluates 
population-level and 
performance level 
outcomes required to 
achieve community 
well-being and policy/
program effectiveness. 

More information, 
including the full report 
card, is available at 
simcoe.ca/ourahhps. 

As the Consolidated 
Municipal Service 
Manager for this 
region, the County of 
Simcoe is responsible 
for developing and 
implementing a 10-Year 
Affordable Housing 
and Homelessness 
Prevention Strategy.
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