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Gassed up about savings
Union Gas is helping 

the County of Simcoe 
make its social housing 
more energy efficient, 
lowering its costs by 
$150,000 and saving 
enough natural gas to 
fuel more than 200 
homes.

The Union Gas Afford-
able Housing Conser-
vation Program helped 
County of Simcoe Social 
Housing install energy 
efficient upgrades at two 
of its facilities last year. 

The improvements, 
which include an up-
graded ventilation 

system and a new 
condensing tank water 
heater, are projected to 
save $150,000 over the 
life of the equipment, 
and lower the County’s 
natural gas use.

The affordable housing 
program is part of the 
Union Gas EnerSmart 
program, which offers 
incentives to municipal, 
commercial and industri-
al customers for projects 
that will use natural gas 
more efficiently, reduc-
ing energy costs and 
emissions. 

“As a corporation, we 

continually make strides 
to help ensure conserva-
tion and green initiatives 
guide our thinking and 
actions,” said Warden 
Cal Patterson. 

“County Council has 
shown leadership by 
approving the Energy 
Management Program 
and the Green Fleet 
Action Plan, which are 
aimed at reducing our 
carbon footprint. We 
look forward to partner-
ing with Union Gas on 
this innovative energy 
conservation program.”
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Conservation program expected to save County $150,000

Simcoe County Warden Cal Patterson was joined by members of County Council and the Simcoe County Hospital Alliance on February 27 
to present a $3 million cheque to the Alliance at the County of Simcoe Administration Centre. The funding is part of County Council’s com-
mitment to provide $30 million in funding to the SCHA between 2007 and 2016.

The County of Simcoe 
made a significant $3 mil-
lion contribution to the 
Simcoe County Hospital Al-
liance (SCHA) on February 
27 to fund capital projects at 
five regional hospitals.

The funding is part of 
County Council’s commit-
ment to provide $30 million 
in funding to the SCHA 
between 2007 and 2016.

“The County’s long-
standing partnership with 

the SCHA has led to an 
improved level of care to 
our residents,” said Warden 
Cal Patterson. 

“Today’s announcement 
is an example of County 
Council’s commitment to 

investing in the health and 
well-being of our communi-
ties and ensuring residents 
have access to world-class 
health care.”

Continued on Page 2

County gives area hospitals a $3 million boost

Warden Cal Patterson, second from left, and County Councillor Alicia Savage, accept a $54,000 
incentive cheque from Union Gas representatives Gerald Laforest and Moe Lapointe.

Museum
Report

Winter Day Camps
As part of winter break activi-

ties, day camps were offered Janu-
ary 2 and 3 to children ages six to 
12. The day camp program fea-
tured winter-themed crafts, games, 
and activities, as well as a number 
of indoor activities. A day camp 
was also held January 31, featur-
ing a variety of outdoor winter 
activities, including snowshoeing 
and building snow forts. In total, 
there were 77 participants.

Starlab Exhibit
The Star Lab is an inflatable 

planetarium on loan from the 
Royal Ontario Museum. From 
December 2 to January 5, Star Lab 
programs were offered to school 
and community groups and the 
general public. A total of nine 
programs were booked for youth 
groups, and 82 tours were con-
ducted. 

Sports vs. Science
On loan from the Sherbrooke 

Nature Science Museum, this 
exhibit explores the connection 
between science and the sports 
Canadians play. In this interactive 
exhibit, visitors are able to test 
their knowledge of how science 
impacts sports, measure their heart 
rate, co-ordination, and see how 
technology is used to enhance 
sports performance. This exhibit is 
on display until May 25.
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Family Fun Day at Simcoe County Museum

From snowshoeing and tobogganing to the First Nations game of snowsnake, the Simcoe County Museum continued its tradition of embrac-
ing our region’s love of the outdoors with some time-honoured activities on Family Day. For more on the Museum, see page 4.

County ranked seventh  
in waste diversion

The County of Simcoe 
continues to be among the 
very best in the province 
when it comes to divert-
ing waste from landfills.

Ranking in the top 10 
out of 230 municipalities 
around the province for 
the fourth straight year, the 
County of Simcoe re-
ceived seventh place in the 
annual Datacall (Ontario’s 
standardized waste report-
ing and calculation pro-
cess) with a 57.65 per cent 
diversion rate, up from 
56.9 per cent in 2011.

“The continued sup-
port and participation of 
our residents is key to 
maintaining the County’s 
high level of diversion 
success,” said County 
Warden Cal Patterson. 

“Our congratulations to 
other top-ranking waste 
diverters, including the 
City of Guelph, with the 
top diversion rate of 67.72 
per cent.”

Rob McCullough, 
Director of Solid Waste 
Management, says the 
results speak for them-
selves, but insists there is 
room for improvement. 

According to 2012 
audit data, almost half of 
curbside garbage in the 
County of Simcoe could 

be diverted through 
existing programs. Data 
also shows only 44 per 
cent of available curb-
side organics are being 
captured.

“From a larger blue box 
to successful mattress and 
asphalt shingle recycling 
programs, the County has 
provided the tools. Our 
residents have responded 
positively, resulting in 
increases to the amount 
of waste we divert,” said 
McCullough. 

“There is a great op-
portunity for the County 
to build on our successes 
and improve participation 
in existing programs—
most notably, green bin 
organics.”

CCW 14-089

Almost half of divertable materials still finding way into landfills

County to conduct prescribed burn
The County of Simcoe will 

execute a prescribed burn 
on 8.7 hectares (22 acres) of 
County Forests within the 
Brentwood Tract in Clear-
view Township to 
reduce the fire hazard 
and prepare the area 
for replanting. 

The prescribed 
burn will occur as 
early as conditions 
allow in April.

Once the date has been 
confirmed, every effort 
will be made to keep me-
dia and the public informed.

A highly experienced 
company has been retained 
to plan and conduct the burn. 

Trained and experienced 
personnel will be on site until 
it is completely extinguished, 
and smoke issues will be 
minimized by burning under 

specific wind 
and atmospheric 
conditions. 

The County 
does not an-

ticipate any 
road clo-

sures or any 
major impact or 

disruption to residents.
County Council approved 

the Simcoe County Forests 
Management Plan in 2011 
to guide our policies through 
2030. 

Fire has historically played 
a role by influencing compo-
sition, structure and patterns 
of our forests and will be 
used as a strategy moving 
forward. Prescribed burns 
have been conducted previ-
ously within the County For-
ests, the most recent was in 
1995 within the Cedar Point 
Tract in Tiny Township.

Public inquiries can be di-
rected to our County Forests 
Department by contacting 
Customer Service at 1-800-
263-3199. 

Visit simcoe.ca/dpt/cf for 
information about the pre-
scribed burn.

CCW 14-104

Minister of Health and Long-term Care Deb Matthews, second from left, joined County Council-
lor Alicia Savage, from left, General Manager of Health and Emergency Services Jane Sinclair, 
and County of Simcoe Warden Cal Patterson for a tour of Georgian Village. The County cel-
ebrated the official grand opening of Georgian Village in November. Georgian Village is the 
County’s new seniors lifestyle community in the Town of Penetanguishene. 

Hospital
Funding
Continued from Page 1

The SCHA is comprised of 
CEOs of hospitals in our region 
that provide care for County resi-
dents. 

The Association advises the 
County of each hospital’s capi-
tal needs and ensures equitable 
distribution of 
available fund-
ing from the 
County to area 
hospitals.

The $3 mil-
lion contribu-
tion to the 
SCHA will be 
distributed to 
Collingwood 
General & Ma-
rine Hospital, 
Georgian Bay General Hospital, 
Royal Victoria Regional Health 
Centre, Southlake Regional Health 
Centre and Stevenson Memorial 
Hospital. The funds will be used 
for a variety of capital projects that 
contribute to the improvement of 
health care in Simcoe County. 

Each year, the SCHA assesses 
the needs of our area hospitals and 
recommends funding distribution.

The County of Simcoe provides 
long-term care and paramedic 
services to the region. 

In Ontario, funding of area hos-
pitals is a provincial responsibility. 
County Council chooses to provide 
additional funding to the SCHA 
because it recognizes and values 
the importance of superior health 
care and believes all residents 
deserve access to quality care close 
to home.

Will focus on 22 acres of County Forests within Clearview’s Brentwood Tract

Elizabeth Riley, 
President and CEO of 
Soldiers’ Memorial 
Hospital in Orillia ad-
dresses the crowd. 

“The continued  
support and participation 

of our residents is key  
to maintaining the  

County’s high level of 
diversion success.”

Cal Patterson

Warden’s 
Bonspiel
March 19

Championship curl-
ers Glenn Howard and 
Sherry Middaugh will 
join Warden Cal Pat-
terson at the 2nd Annual 
Warden’s Bonspiel in 
support of the Georgian 
Village Fundraising 
Campaign. The Bonspiel 
runs Wednesday, March 
19, 2014 at the Penetan-
guishene Curling Club.

For more information 
about the Warden’s Bon-
spiel, contact Margaret 
Thibideau at 705-726-
9300 ext. 1257.
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From snowshoeing and tobogganing to the First Nations game of snowsnake, the Simcoe County Museum continued its tradition of embrac-
ing our region’s love of the outdoors with some time-honoured activities on Family Day. For more on the Museum, see page 4.
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cess) with a 57.65 per cent 
diversion rate, up from 
56.9 per cent in 2011.

“The continued sup-
port and participation of 
our residents is key to 
maintaining the County’s 
high level of diversion 
success,” said County 
Warden Cal Patterson. 

“Our congratulations to 
other top-ranking waste 
diverters, including the 
City of Guelph, with the 
top diversion rate of 67.72 
per cent.”

Rob McCullough, 
Director of Solid Waste 
Management, says the 
results speak for them-
selves, but insists there is 
room for improvement. 

According to 2012 
audit data, almost half of 
curbside garbage in the 
County of Simcoe could 

be diverted through 
existing programs. Data 
also shows only 44 per 
cent of available curb-
side organics are being 
captured.

“From a larger blue box 
to successful mattress and 
asphalt shingle recycling 
programs, the County has 
provided the tools. Our 
residents have responded 
positively, resulting in 
increases to the amount 
of waste we divert,” said 
McCullough. 

“There is a great op-
portunity for the County 
to build on our successes 
and improve participation 
in existing programs—
most notably, green bin 
organics.”
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Almost half of divertable materials still finding way into landfills

County to conduct prescribed burn
The County of Simcoe will 

execute a prescribed burn 
on 8.7 hectares (22 acres) of 
County Forests within the 
Brentwood Tract in Clear-
view Township to 
reduce the fire hazard 
and prepare the area 
for replanting. 

The prescribed 
burn will occur as 
early as conditions 
allow in April.

Once the date has been 
confirmed, every effort 
will be made to keep me-
dia and the public informed.

A highly experienced 
company has been retained 
to plan and conduct the burn. 
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it is completely extinguished, 
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The County 
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road clo-
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information about the pre-
scribed burn.

CCW 14-104

Minister of Health and Long-term Care Deb Matthews, second from left, joined County Council-
lor Alicia Savage, from left, General Manager of Health and Emergency Services Jane Sinclair, 
and County of Simcoe Warden Cal Patterson for a tour of Georgian Village. The County cel-
ebrated the official grand opening of Georgian Village in November. Georgian Village is the 
County’s new seniors lifestyle community in the Town of Penetanguishene. 

Hospital
Funding
Continued from Page 1

The SCHA is comprised of 
CEOs of hospitals in our region 
that provide care for County resi-
dents. 

The Association advises the 
County of each hospital’s capi-
tal needs and ensures equitable 
distribution of 
available fund-
ing from the 
County to area 
hospitals.

The $3 mil-
lion contribu-
tion to the 
SCHA will be 
distributed to 
Collingwood 
General & Ma-
rine Hospital, 
Georgian Bay General Hospital, 
Royal Victoria Regional Health 
Centre, Southlake Regional Health 
Centre and Stevenson Memorial 
Hospital. The funds will be used 
for a variety of capital projects that 
contribute to the improvement of 
health care in Simcoe County. 

Each year, the SCHA assesses 
the needs of our area hospitals and 
recommends funding distribution.

The County of Simcoe provides 
long-term care and paramedic 
services to the region. 

In Ontario, funding of area hos-
pitals is a provincial responsibility. 
County Council chooses to provide 
additional funding to the SCHA 
because it recognizes and values 
the importance of superior health 
care and believes all residents 
deserve access to quality care close 
to home.

Will focus on 22 acres of County Forests within Clearview’s Brentwood Tract

Elizabeth Riley, 
President and CEO of 
Soldiers’ Memorial 
Hospital in Orillia ad-
dresses the crowd. 

“The continued  
support and participation 

of our residents is key  
to maintaining the  

County’s high level of 
diversion success.”

Cal Patterson

Warden’s 
Bonspiel
March 19

Championship curl-
ers Glenn Howard and 
Sherry Middaugh will 
join Warden Cal Pat-
terson at the 2nd Annual 
Warden’s Bonspiel in 
support of the Georgian 
Village Fundraising 
Campaign. The Bonspiel 
runs Wednesday, March 
19, 2014 at the Penetan-
guishene Curling Club.

For more information 
about the Warden’s Bon-
spiel, contact Margaret 
Thibideau at 705-726-
9300 ext. 1257.



County of Simcoe
1110 Highway 26,  
Midhurst, Ontario   L0L 1X0
705-726-9300

Director, Corporate Communications 
Allan.Greenwood@simcoe.ca
705-726-9300 Extension 1230

Allan Greenwood, Editor
CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS Text:  Municipal and media 

reproduction permission 
granted. 
Logos, wordmarks, 
identifiers, non-stock 
photographic images: 
© 2014 The Corporation 
of the County of Simcoe

The County Clerk’s Dept. maintains the official record for all 
County government proceedings. This publication is intended 

to identify highlights of Committee and Council meetings.

For more information on the County of Simcoe  
and our programs and services, please visit simcoe.ca

For media inquiries, contact communications@simcoe.ca
CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT

ISSUE 64   I   February 2014

Update
C O U N T Y  C O U N C I Lpage 4 COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE

Cal Patterson, Warden

Mark Aitken, Chief Administrative Officer

Gassed up about savings
Union Gas is helping 

the County of Simcoe 
make its social housing 
more energy efficient, 
lowering its costs by 
$150,000 and saving 
enough natural gas to 
fuel more than 200 
homes.

The Union Gas Afford-
able Housing Conser-
vation Program helped 
County of Simcoe Social 
Housing install energy 
efficient upgrades at two 
of its facilities last year. 

The improvements, 
which include an up-
graded ventilation 

system and a new 
condensing tank water 
heater, are projected to 
save $150,000 over the 
life of the equipment, 
and lower the County’s 
natural gas use.

The affordable housing 
program is part of the 
Union Gas EnerSmart 
program, which offers 
incentives to municipal, 
commercial and industri-
al customers for projects 
that will use natural gas 
more efficiently, reduc-
ing energy costs and 
emissions. 

“As a corporation, we 

continually make strides 
to help ensure conserva-
tion and green initiatives 
guide our thinking and 
actions,” said Warden 
Cal Patterson. 

“County Council has 
shown leadership by 
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Management Program 
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aimed at reducing our 
carbon footprint. We 
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groups, and 82 tours were con-
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exhibit explores the connection 
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