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C O U N T Y  C O U N C I LWARDEN’S
GALA

Funds support County poverty plan
Ontario investing up to $230,000 over three years in community-based solutions in Simcoe County
Ontario is investing in 

services for newcomers in 
the County of Simcoe to 
help more new immigrants 
find jobs.

Through the Local Poverty 

Reduction Fund, Ontario is 
investing up to $230,000 
over three years, in helping 
the County of Simcoe 
provide specialized training 
to Employment Ontario staff 

to better serve its growing 
newcomer population. 
The new immigrant 
employment specialists will 
develop the knowledge, 
expertise and employer 

networks they need to help 
newcomers find sustainable 
employment in Ontario and 
avoid slipping into poverty.

Continued on Page 2

The County of Simcoe is 
a proud partner of United 
Way Greater Simcoe County 
in part because of the 
complementary missions. As 
the Consolidated Municipal 
Service Manager, the 
County administers essential 
social services programs 
for residents throughout 
the region including the 
cities of Barrie and Orillia 
through the Children and 
Community Services, Social 
Housing, and Ontario Works 
Departments.

“The Warden’s Gala is a 
major fundraiser for us each 
year and we truly appreciate 
Warden Marshall and County 
Council’s ongoing support,” 
said UWGSC CEO Dale 
Biddell. “I’d also like to 
express our thanks to CTV 
Senior News Anchor Tony 
Grace, who does such a 
great job as emcee, and for 
the generosity of all those in 
attendance.”

United Way Greater Simcoe 
County distributes funds 
and other capacity-building 
support to 30 local non-
profit agencies throughout 
the County of Simcoe. The 
life-changing programs and 
services help move County 
residents from poverty to 
possibility.

County of Simcoe Warden Gerry Marshall, left, speaks with Deb Matthews, Deputy Premier, President of the Treasury Board and Minister 
Responsible for the Poverty Reduction Strategy, right, during a special funding announcement in Alliston on Friday, September 25. 

Timber sales reach $1.2 M in ’15
In order to maintain 

forest health, improve 
timber values, 
and achieve other 
objectives identified 
within the 20-year 
Forest Management 
Plan, approximately 
500 to 600 hectares of 
the County Forests are 
harvested annually.  

Each forest 
compartment identified 
in the operating plan is 
assessed by Forestry 
staff and, if warranted, 
a prescription is 
prepared detailing the 
manner in which it is 

to be treated. Much of 
the timber is processed 
locally, contributing to 
the local economy.

The competitive 
bidding process 
resulted in multiple 
bids.

All revenues are 
applied to the Forestry 
Reserve, which is 
reinvested in forestry 
operations and the 
acquisition of additional 
forest lands.

Current year to date 
timber sale revenues 
total $1.2 million.

CCW 15-292

FUNDING THE FUTURE

County of Simcoe Warden Gerry Marshall, right of mascot, was joined by his fellow County 
Councillors to present Lakehead University with a $2 million cheque during a special celebration 
event at the campus in Orillia. This brings the total amount of contributions to Lakehead by the 
County of Simcoe to approximately $5.5 million since 2009. 
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Room for green growth
County holds survey to determine how residents utilize green bin organics program

The County’s proposal 
was chosen out of 
more than 200 
applications.

Evidence 
gathered from this 
project and others 
will be used to 
support poverty 
reduction programs 
across the province 
that have been 
proven to work and 
that can expand over time.

With more than 11% of 
adults, 16% of children, 

and 31% of single-
parent families in 
Simcoe County 
living in poverty, 
the County has 
a number of 
active initiatives 
aimed at ending 
homelessness, 
including its 10-
Year Housing and 

Homelessness Prevention 

Strategy.
“I thank and applaud the 

province for providing this 
important funding. Our 
County is an increasingly 
popular destination for new 
Canadians to call home,” 
said Warden Gerry Marshall. 
“It’s vital that we provide the 
support services, training 
and opportunities needed 
to benefit newcomers, 
their families and the 
communities they call 

home.”
Fighting poverty is part of 

the government’s economic 
plan for Ontario. The 
four-part plan is building 
Ontario up by investing 
in people’s talents and 
skills, building new public 
infrastructure like roads and 
transit, creating a dynamic, 
innovative environment 
where business thrives and 
building a secure savings 
plan.

Marshall

Warden Gerry Marshall, left, and Deputy Warden Terry Dowdall, right, are joined by CTV News Senior Anchor Tony Grace at the ninth-
annual Warden’s Gala at the Nottawasaga Inn Resort in Alliston. 

POVERTY FUNDS

Warden’s Gala raises $34,000
Since its inception,  
event has raised  

more than $530,000  
for the United Way

Simcoe County Warden 
Gerry Marshall hosted 
the ninth-annual Simcoe 
County Warden’s Gala 
at the Nottawasaga Inn 
Resort in Alliston on 
September 24, 2015. 

Thanks to the sponsorship 
of the numerous businesses 
and organizations, the event 
raised more than $34,000 
in support of United Way 
Greater Simcoe County.

“Over the past nine 
years, the gala has raised 
more than half-a-million 

dollars and brought 
together friends, family, and 
colleagues to enjoy great 
food and entertainment 

with one very important 
goal in mind: lending a 
helping hand to those 
in need,” said County of 

Simcoe Warden Gerry 
Marshall. “The generosity 
shown by the men and 
women of Simcoe County 
is truly humbling. Together 
we are helping change 
lives and build stronger 
communities.”

Highlights of the evening 
included a musical 
performance by Rebecca 
Stephens, decadent food 
stations provided by the 
Nottawasaga Inn Resort, 
humour by award-winning 
comedian Doug Funk, 
and the outstanding work 
of CTV News Senior 
Anchor Tony Grace as the 
evening’s emcee.

Continued on Page 4

Award-winning comedian Doug Funk, right, entertains the crowd 
with a little help from General Manager of Social and Community 
Services, Greg Bishop.

More than 1,300 
residents responded to the 
County of Simcoe’s Green 
Bin Survey, demonstrating 
strong interest in organics 
and opportunity to grow 
the program and increase 
Simcoe County’s diversion 
rate.  

Survey results were 
comprised of 100 door-
to-door respondents and 
1,291 online respondents. 
The survey was completed 
between June 22, 2015 
and August 14, 2015. 
The purpose of the survey 
was to determine what 
residents see as motivators 
and barriers in regards to 
participation in the County’s 
green bin organics 
program. Insights will also 
be considered as the 

Solid Waste Management 
Strategy is updated.  

Of the 100 
door-to-door 
respondents, 
60 per cent 
indicated that 
they use their 
green bin regularly, 
with 15 per cent 
using it sometimes 
and 25 per cent of 
respondents indicating 
that they do not use their 
green bin at all. The online 
responses saw a higher 
percentage of participation 
in the Green Bin program, 
with 83.2 per cent of 
respondents indicating 
that they use their green 
bin regularly, 4.7 per cent 
sometimes and 12.1 per 
cent not using it at all. 

The survey 
results indicate 

that residents 
see room for growth by 
expanding the types of 
materials collected. When 
asked what changes could 
be made to improve the 
use of green bins, both 
online and door-to-door 
respondents indicated that 
allowing pet waste/diapers 
would be a motivator for 

increased use of their 
green bin. Other motivating 
options which may be 
considered by County 
Council as part of the 
Solid Waste Management 
Strategy update include 
biweekly garbage 
collection, use of clear 
garbage bags and pay as 
you throw, where every bag 
of garbage would require a 
garbage tag.  

Some of the main barriers  
noted by respondents:
•	 They don’t use it because of the 

‘yuck’ factor or they can’t be bothered 
•	 The current one garbage bag per 

week limit allows for room to dispose 
of their organic materials in the 
garbage instead 

•	 They have a backyard composter 
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