
The Simcoe County 9-1-1 
Management Board Public Safety 
Communications Communicator of 
the Year and Team Award winners 
were recognized at the 11th annual 
ceremony in April.

This ceremony will recognize the 
exceptional work of the unsung but 
essential call-takers, dispatchers, 
and supervisors in our emergency 
response system. These are the 
men and women who provide a 
vital link to callers in distress and 
provide a communications safety 
net to emergency responders on 
scene. Since its inception, seven 
Communicators-of-the-Year, 281 
individual and team communicators, 
and nine brave youth have been 
recognized. 

“For more than a decade, we have 
had the honour of recognizing this 

group of committed individuals 
for their exemplary work under 
challenging, and sometimes 
traumatic conditions,” said Warden 
Gerry Marshall. “On behalf of 
Simcoe County’s more than 460,000 
residents and nine million annual 
visitors who all depend on you, it 
is my honour to say thank you for 
your commitment to serve and your 
strength to persevere.”

Mystyslaw Litwin, representing 
Georgian Central Ambulance 
Communication Centre (CACC), 
is the recipient of the 2017 
Simcoe County Public Safety 
Communicator-of-the-Year Award.

Barrie Fire & Emergency Service 
and Georgian CACC was presented 
with the 2017 Simcoe County Public 
Safety Communications Joint Team 
Award.
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Members of County Council add their names to the County’s 175 Anniversary icon. On May 22, the County unveiled the engagement 
piece during the break between Council and Committee of the Whole. As part of this ceremony, the Simcoe County Archives and Simcoe 
County Museum created a display that will be showcased in the atrium highlighting changes and the evolution of the County since 1843 – 
physically, structurally and politically. For more on the anniversary, please see page 3.

County undertaking 
archaeological initiative

The County is undertaking the preparation and 
completion of an Archaeological Management Plan (AMP) 
for Simcoe County. The purpose of the initiative is to 
conserve and protect this area’s rich cultural heritage and 
archaeological features and sites and to address Planning 
Act requirements. The process includes significant 
consultation and engagement with stakeholder groups, 
First Nations and Métis communities. 

Once complete, the County of Simcoe AMP will 
create a confidential 
inventory of registered 
and unregistered 
archaeological sites, 
including all existing and 
closed cemeteries; prepare 
an overview of the County’s 
settlement history for 
both Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous peoples; 
develop Geographic 
Information System 
(GIS) based mapping 
that identifies areas of 
Indigenous and colonial 
period archaeological 
potential; recommend 
County Official Plan 
updates relating to cultural 
heritage conservation and archaeological features and 
sites; recommend improved planning processes to ensure 
a standardized and consistent approach to integrating 
the archaeological assessment process into the municipal 
planning and development review process; recommend 
an engagement and consultation protocol with relevant 
Indigenous communities; and recommend a Contingency 
Plan for the protection of archaeological resources in 
urgent situations.

Consultation with First Nation and Métis communities 
and site/feature identification started in early 2018 and the 
final AMP is expected to be completed by early 2019. 

The County will host two rounds of Open House sessions 
occurring in late spring 2018.

Safety Communicators 
honoured by County

11th annual awards held at Museum

Deputy Warden Terry Dowdall addresses the crowd during Simcoe County 
9-1-1 Management Board Public Safety Communications Communicator 
of the Year and Team Award winners will be recognized at the 11th annual 
ceremony at the Simcoe County Museum. 

County turns 175 years young
2018 marks the 175th Anniversary 

of the County of Simcoe. 
“Simcoe District” was 

established in 1843 by the 
Legislature of Upper Canada. The 

area has seen significant change 
and growth but the region has 
always been rich with culture and 
history.

The 175 celebration officially 

kicked-off during County Council 
on Tuesday, May 22 as members 
of County Council unveiled a 
commemorative 175 interactive 
icon that will travel to select 

locations throughout the County.
To commemorate this milestone, 

the County is hosting a number of 
public engagement activities:

Continued on Page 3

WORKSHOPS
Orillia 
Thursday, May 31, 2018
Royal Canadian Legion Branch
2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.
Collingwood
Monday, June 4, 2018
Collingwood Public Library 
2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.
Cookstown
Tuesday, June 5, 2018
Cookstown Library  
and Community Centre
2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.
Midland
Wednesday, June 6, 2018
Midland Public Library
2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.

Includes consultation with stakeholders



The County of Simcoe 
received 13 international 
awards for its marketing and 
communications elements 
to support the “North of 
Ordinary” and “Creating 
Greater Opportunity” 
Economic Development 
projects. 

The team received a total 
of nine awards from MarCom 
(four Gold, five Platinum) 
and four Gold awards from 
Hermes Creative Awards, in 
addition to two honourable 
mentions. 

The two creative pieces 
that were submitted were 
the “North of Ordinary” 
promotional video, which was 
launched during the County’s 
Amazon pitch event and is 

being used as a larger tool 
to promote the region and 
attract investment and jobs 
to the area, and the “Creating 
Greater Opportunities” 
brochure.  

Hermes Creative Awards 
and MarCom Awards operate 
as separate award programs 
but are both administered 
and judged by the 

Association of Marketing and 
Communication Professionals 
(AMCP). The international 
organization consists of 
several thousand creative 
professionals. AMCP oversees 
awards and recognition 
programs, provides judges 
and rewards outstanding 
achievement and service to 
the profession.

PAGE 2 COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE PAGE 3

County Councillor Brian Smith checks out the artifacts on display 
in the County’s Administration Centre in Midhurst as part of its 175 
Anniversary celebrations. Below, Councillors George Cornell and 
Gord McKay add their names to the 175 Anniversary Icon.

County joins fight 
against opioids

The County of Simcoe, as 
part of the Simcoe Muskoka 
Opioid Strategy (SMOS) 
partnership, has launched 
a new online resource to 
help those struggling with 
addiction, their family 
and friends, primary care 
practitioners, emergency 
managers, and other residents 
who want to know more 
about what they can do to 
prevent the opioid crisis from 
worsening. 

The site provides helpful 
information about safe opioid 
use, area harm reduction 
services, and 
local treatment 
and support 
services. It 
also offers 
an area for 
professionals to access tools 
related to the treatment and 
management of pain and 
addictions. It also features an 
anonymous area to report bad 
drugs. The Report Bad Drugs 
form allows a person who has 
consumed street drugs, or 
someone who supports them, 
to report a bad or unexpected 
reaction to a street drug to 
help others know about bad 
drugs that may be circulating in 
our communities. This Report 
Bad Drugs form is completely 
anonymous and no interaction 

with law enforcement will 
result. Once a Report Bad 
Drugs form is completed, it will 
immediately be available for 
others to view. 

“The crisis related to opioid 
overdose and addiction is 
sweeping across Canada and 
we know our region is seeing 
a significant spike in reported 
cases with the impacts being 
felt by growing demand on 
our paramedics, emergency 
departments and community 
programs,” said Jane Sinclair, 
General Manager, Health and 
Emergency Services. “Together, 

with area 
partners, we 
are building a 
local strategy 
and are hopeful 
that this new 

website and anonymous 
reporting tool will support with 
greater safety and awareness 
in our communities.”

Since 2016, the rates of opioid 
addiction and misuse have 
been rising rapidly across the 
country.

Simcoe Muskoka is not 
immune to this crisis. SMOS 
is a multi-sector collaboration 
formed to address the opioid 
crisis in Simcoe and Muskoka, 
and the harms it is causing 
to individuals, families and 
communities.

preventOD.ca provides information 
about safe use, treatment, support

County EDO brings home 
international honours

Team received  
total of nine awards

175 YEARS YOUNG

Continued from Page 1
The Simcoe County Museum 

and Archives are jointly creating 
a Simcoe County 175 Exhibit that 
will be on display from 
August 4 to Labou r 
Day in the Museum’s 
main gallery. 

The County is 
hosting its second 
annual Simcoe Day 
event at the Simcoe 
County Museum on August 6, 
2018. This event will include access 
to the Simcoe County Museum, 
a free BBQ lunch, a chance to 
meet the County’s paramedic and 
vehicle service fleet, and guided 
trail walks through the Museum 
Tract with a member of our Forestry 
Department.

Celebrate #simcoecounty175 
by following @
experiencesimcoecounty on 
Instagram and sharing selfies 

enjoying the best of 
Simcoe County for a 
chance to win a County 
prize pack. Everyone 
living/working/
visiting in Simcoe 
County are invited to 
participate and share 

photos on Instagram @
experiencesimcoecounty 
using #simcoecountyselfie and 
#simcoecounty175 and tag the 
location. 

The campaign runs May 22 to 
December 14, 2018 with monthly 
prize draws for most social media 
engagement.

HELP FOR HOSPICE

The form can be accessed directly through  
www.reportbaddrugssimcoe.ca  

or www.reportbaddrugsmuskoka.ca

The County of Simcoe raised a flag for National Hospice Palliative Care Week and announced its new three-year, $1.5 million Capital 
Funding commitment to the Hospice Alliance in Simcoe County. The County’s investment will support the creation of 25 new residential 
hospice beds in Simcoe County by providing vital capital funding for projects in Collingwood, Midland, Orillia, and Alliston. 

Textile collection 
coming to County

Do you have used textiles that can’t be 
passed on? Fashion doesn’t expire, nor 
does it belong in the garbage, so the County 
of Simcoe is introducing a new curbside 
collection program for textiles to help divert 
these materials out of landfills.

Simcoe County residents will receive 
one textile collection this June, with half 
the County receiving pick-up June 11-15 
(Zone 1) and the other half receiving pick-up 
June 18-22 (Zone 2). Visit www.simcoe.ca/
textilecollection or check out your Waste 
Calendar to determine your collection 
week. Similar to Leaf and Yard Waste 
collection, pick-up does not necessarily 
coincide with your regular collection day. 
Items should be placed at the curb by 7 a.m. 
on the Monday of your collection week. 

All Simcoe County households will 
receive a textile collection bag through 
Canada Post in mid to late May. Any 
additional clothing can be placed in a clear 
plastic bag and set beside the textile bag 
provided. Bags must be sealed, textiles 
must be clean, dry and odour free.
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Members of County Council add their names to the County’s 175 Anniversary icon. On May 22, the County unveiled the engagement 
piece during the break between Council and Committee of the Whole. As part of this ceremony, the Simcoe County Archives and Simcoe 
County Museum created a display that will be showcased in the atrium highlighting changes and the evolution of the County since 1843 – 
physically, structurally and politically. For more on the anniversary, please see page 3.

County undertaking 
archaeological initiative

The County is undertaking the preparation and 
completion of an Archaeological Management Plan (AMP) 
for Simcoe County. The purpose of the initiative is to 
conserve and protect this area’s rich cultural heritage and 
archaeological features and sites and to address Planning 
Act requirements. The process includes significant 
consultation and engagement with stakeholder groups, 
First Nations and Métis communities. 

Once complete, the County of Simcoe AMP will 
create a confidential 
inventory of registered 
and unregistered 
archaeological sites, 
including all existing and 
closed cemeteries; prepare 
an overview of the County’s 
settlement history for 
both Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous peoples; 
develop Geographic 
Information System 
(GIS) based mapping 
that identifies areas of 
Indigenous and colonial 
period archaeological 
potential; recommend 
County Official Plan 
updates relating to cultural 
heritage conservation and archaeological features and 
sites; recommend improved planning processes to ensure 
a standardized and consistent approach to integrating 
the archaeological assessment process into the municipal 
planning and development review process; recommend 
an engagement and consultation protocol with relevant 
Indigenous communities; and recommend a Contingency 
Plan for the protection of archaeological resources in 
urgent situations.

Consultation with First Nation and Métis communities 
and site/feature identification started in early 2018 and the 
final AMP is expected to be completed by early 2019. 

The County will host two rounds of Open House sessions 
occurring in late spring 2018.
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