
The County of Simcoe 
launched a new Age-
Friendly Simcoe County 
Survey in February, 
asking residents for 
their input on the age-
friendliness of their 
communities. 

The survey is part of 
the County’s Age-Friendly 
Community Initiative, which 
will assist in developing 
strategies and local 
plans to help make our 
collective community a 
better place to grow 
older together.  

The goal of 
this community 

engagement process is 
to collect feedback from 

residents 60 years of age and 
older, caregivers, and service 
providers of older adults to help 
understand the most pressing age-
friendly priorities in Simcoe County. 

Feedback will be evaluated and 
incorporated into age-friendly 
strategies and future programs.

The survey can be accessed 
online at www.simcoe.ca/age-
friendly and is also available in 
hard copy at municipal offices 
and local library branches across 
Simcoe County.  

“Our municipalities recognize 
the importance in adjusting our 
approach to ensure we meet 
needs and demands of our aging 
population,” said Warden Gerry 
Marshall.
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“We are grateful that the 
Government of Ontario has funded 
this tremendous initiative that will 
ultimately help newcomers further 
integrate into our communities,” said 
Warden Gerry Marshall. “As a County, 
we are leading a number of creative and 
impactful programs that further open 
our region to immigration, skilled labour 
and ultimately support our economic, 
social and community growth.” 

Visit immigration.simcoe.ca for more 
information.

Continued from Page 2
The SWIFT file 

continues to be a key 
priority for the WOWC 
and has the potential to 
provide an affordable, 
open-access, ultra-
high-speed fibre-optic 
regional broadband 
network for everyone in 
south western Ontario, 
including rural areas. 

Other priorities for the 
WOWC in 2016 include 
seeking sustainable 
and more predictable 
funding from other 
orders of government 
for critical infrastructure 
such as roads, 
bridges, rail and bus 
transportation, social 
housing and high speed 
Internet. 

In a release issued on 

February 12, 2016, the 
WOWC reconfirmed 
their strong commitment 
to obtaining funding 
for the SWIFT initiative, 
stating that broadband 
access is an important 
tool in economic and 
social revitalization.

The Western Ontario 
Wardens’ Caucus 
Inc. is a not-for-
profit organization 
representing 15 
upper- and single-
tier municipalities in 
southwestern Ontario 
with more than three 
million residents. Its 
purpose is to enhance 
the prosperity and 
overall well-being of 
rural and small urban 
communities across the 
region. 

Continued from Page 2
“We will continue to make 

strategic investments to 
channel the strength of 
our economy and our 
entrepreneurial spirit to 
create jobs and prosperity.”

The two-day event 
included panel discussions 
by successful food 
entrepreneurs and industry 
experts on topics such as 
innovation, human resource 
management, food safety 

culture, overseeing and 
executing strategy, product 
idea viability, collaborating 
for growth, and more.

Attendees participated 
in seminars, networking 
opportunities and 
heard keynote 
presentations 
from industry 
leaders.
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“This is a tremendous 
region for older adults 
to call home, offering 
an active, healthy, and 
affordable lifestyle. By 
listening to the needs and 
priorities of our residents, 
we hope to identify further 
opportunities to enhance 
our services, programs 
and infrastructure to 
meet the needs of all our 
residents, regardless of 
age.” 

This survey is the first 
phase of a broader 
community engagement 

process to obtain public 
feedback as part of the 
Age-Friendly Community 
Initiative. Over 
the coming 
months, 
information will 
also be gathered 
using a variety 
of methods 
including public 
meetings, 
roundtables, 
key informant 
interviews, 
one-to-one interviews and 
focus groups. 

The County has also 

organized an Age-Friendly 
Community Project 
Steering Committee 

to assist in 
evaluating 
feedback, setting 
priorities and 
building long-
term strategies 
and plans. 

The Committee 
is comprised of 
30 volunteers 
from varying 
backgrounds 

and experience including 
government, planning, 
health services, social 

services, education, senior-
serving and disability-
related organizations, as 
well as seniors and local 
business representatives. 
The open application 
process to join the 
Committee was open in 
November 2015 and was 
promoted through County-
wide advertising. The first 
Age-Friendly Community 
Project Steering 
Committee meeting was 
held at the Simcoe County 
Museum on January 19, 
2016. The Committee 
meets monthly. 

MUSEUM 
UPDATE
Library partnership

The Museum 
presented three 
outreach sessions at 
the Painswick and 
downtown branches of 
the Barrie Public Library 
in January with the 
theme of A Tooth Tells 
a Tale. 

During the program, 
children were able to 
learn about animals in 
Ontario, from prehistoric 
times to the present 
day. Mastodon teeth, 

animal pelts, and 
fossils were on 

display for 
children to 

examine. 
Approximately 40 

children visited during 
each outreach session.

Focusing on the 
children’s non-fiction 
section, the museum 
will continue to offer 
sessions in March.

PA Day Camp
A PA Survivor day 

camp was held January 
29, offering a variety 
of games, crafts, and 
activities related to 
outdoor and winter 
survival. Registration 
was full for the day, 
with 30 campers 
participating, along with 
three counsellors in 
training.  

CCW 16-068

County of Simcoe 
Warden Gerry Marshall 
has been elected as 
the Western Ontario 
Wardens’ Caucus 
(WOWC) Vice 
Chair and will 
continue to head 
up the SWIFT 
(South Western 
Integrated Fibre 
Technology) 
Connectivity 
initiative as his main 
portfolio. 

The election took place 
during the WOWC’s 
Annual General Meeting in 

Chatham February 12. 
In addition to his 

appointment as Vice 
Chair, Warden Marshall 

retained his position 
as Chair of the 
SWIFT Sub-
Committee. 

Throughout 
2015, Warden 
Marshall worked 
closely with 
members of the 

WOWC to garner support 
for SWIFT from the private 
sector and other levels of 
government. 

Continued on Page 4

Warden Marshall  
elected vice chair New chapter for 

Library Link project
The County of Simcoe 

recently launched a new 
pilot project called Library 
Link. 

The initiative establishes 
community libraries 
as welcoming hubs in 
Simcoe County to help 
immigrants feel at home, 
access materials in different 
languages, and find local 
community information and 
referral support.

“Municipalities have the 

same goal of attracting 
the newcomers they 
need to keep their local 
economies growing,” said 
Michael Chan, Minister of 
Citizenship, Immigration 
and International Trade. 
“Working together, they can 
inspire each other to find 
solutions and get a greater 
return on their investment.” 

The pilot project 
was launched with 
funding provided by the 

Government of Ontario. 
The project included the 
training of staff and addition 
of multilingual resources to 
better support immigrant 
residents in communities 
who may require 
community information 
and referral supports. The 
program also added new 
multilingual collections for 
adults and children available 
in multiple languages.

Continued on Page 4
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“This is a 
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region for  

older adults to 
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Gerry Marshall
Warden
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Establishes community libraries as welcoming hubs for immigrants

The County of Simcoe 
sponsored the Food 
Entrepreneurs: Building 
Ontario Innovation 
One Product at a Time 
Conference March 3-4, 
2016 at Georgian College 
– Barrie Campus.

The County provided 
$10,000 in sponsorship 
funding to help bring the 
conference to Simcoe 
County. The investment 
aligns with the 
County’s strong 
commitment 
to support 
our agri-food 
and agriculture 
sector, promote 
entrepreneurship, 
and grow our 

regional economy. 
“The County is 

taking a more active 
role in supporting 
our entrepreneurs 
and businesses by 
encouraging training, idea 
sharing, and fostering 
innovation,” said Warden 
Gerry Marshall. 

Continued on Page 4

Menu for success
County supports training of food entrepreneurs 
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