
The counties of Simcoe and Grey partnered to host a unique 
and highly successful Business to Retail Networking Event 
Thursday, March 16 at the Beaver Valley Community Centre in 
Thornbury.  

The purpose of the event was to support growth in the agri-
food sector by strengthening connections between producers 
and retailers and by providing local and out-of-county retailers 
the opportunity to network with local businesses, sample 
products and gain a better understanding of the diversity of 
Simcoe and Grey’s strong agri-food sector. 
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From robotics to cupcakes and everything in between, approximately 1,800 Grade 7 and 8 
students from around Simcoe County were introduced to more than 30 skilled trades at the 
2016 Skilled Trades Expo.

Economic development 
partners from across Simcoe 
County and the District of 
Muskoka are calling on local 
businesses, organizations 
and entrepreneurs from the 
skilled trades to participate 
as exhibitors in the 2017 
Simcoe Muskoka Skilled 
Trades Expo, being held May 
24 at the Elmvale Community 
Arena. 

“Having received 
tremendous feedback 
from participants as well 
as national and provincial 
awards for the 2016 Expo, we 
look forward to growing the 

event and opening it up to 
even more residents,” said 
Warden Gerry Marshall. 

This year’s Expo will 
feature two sessions: a 
student/school session from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and a session 
geared for the general public 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

The early session will 

provide students with the 
opportunity to participate in 
hands-on demonstrations 
and interactive displays 
relating to dozens of skilled 
trades available in Simcoe 
County and Muskoka; the 
evening session is open 
to the public and will 
provide residents with an 
opportunity to learn more 
about career opportunities. 

The expo is co-ordinated 
through a partnership 
between the County of 
Simcoe, Simcoe County 
District School Board, 
Simcoe Muskoka Catholic 
District School Board, 
Simcoe Muskoka Workforce 
Development Board, City 
of Orillia, City of Barrie, 
Springwater Township, and 
the Flos Agricultural Society. 

Invest in Simcoe’s future
2017 Skilled 
Trades Expo 

seeking vendors  
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 “We are working with our area 
partners from all sectors to generate 
investment and ultimately create jobs 
and sustainable labour opportunities,” 
said Warden Marshall. “ I thank EDCO 
for recognizing all our hard work, our 
Economic Development Committee and 
all of County Council for their ongoing 
commitment and staff for executing our 
vision.” 

With support and investment from 
County Council, County of Simcoe’s 
Economic Development Office is taking a 
more active role in growing, supporting 
and attracting business to the region at a 
County-wide level. 

Key initiatives and accomplishments in 
2015-2016 include:

• Launch of Simcoe County’s first 
online land inventory system to 
help businesses find properties, 
expand or relocate to Simcoe 
County

• Support of various labour related 
activities including the creation 
of JobCentral Simcoe Muskoka 
and the first online job fair for the 
County

• Supported the training for 
approximately 800 existing or 
aspiring food entrepreneurs 
through various workshops 
including the province-wide Food 
Entrepreneurs: Building Ontario 
Innovation One Product at a Time 
conference

• Development and launch of a new 
economic development grant 
program which will provide support 
to member municipalities

• Continue to establish closer 
partnerships with municipalities, 
local Chambers of Commerce and 
area businesses

BACKING BUSINESS

Businesses and organizations 
interested in participating as 
exhibitors showcasing a skilled 
trade(s) are asked to register 
by April 21, 2017 to:

Kendall Scott
705-726-9300 ext. 1651
edo@simcoe.ca or  
kendall.scott@simcoe.ca

There is no cost to participate 
or attend the event.  
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MUSEUM 
UPDATE
Students Tour 

Staff welcomed 40 
international students to 
the museum February 2.  
These students, toured 
through the galleries 
to learn about Simcoe 
County’s history, were 
participating in a Simcoe 
County District School 
Board orientation session.

Barrie Winterfest 
Staff participated in 

the City of Barrie’s annual 
Winterfest activities 
on February 4 and 5.  
Promoting the newest 
March exhibit, Only in 
Canada?, visitors were able 
to participate in a variety 
of Canadian-themed 
activities. Approximately 
750 people visited the tent.

PA Day camps
On February 3, 19 

children participated in 
the PA day camp held at 
the museum. Participants 
explored the world of 
inventors to see how 
they have helped shape 
the modern world.  
Participants were able to 
create and test their own 
inventions to see how they 
stacked up against the 
masters.

Only in Canada?
Only in Canada? takes 

a fun, light hearted look 
at our stereotypes from 
March 11 - May 4. It’s time 
to celebrate what we think 
makes Canada such a great 
country to call home. 

CCW 17-092 
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“The event was a tremendous opportunity for 
our local agri-food entrepreneurs to generate 
leads, market themselves and ultimately grow their 
businesses,” said Warden Gerry Marshall. “I thank 
Warden Barfoot and Grey County for their continued 
partnership as we work together as local and 
regional governments to offer our businesses every 
opportunity to expand, prosper and ultimately create 
new jobs.” 

“We are very pleased to have had this opportunity 
to work together with Simcoe County to host this 
great event to help our local and regional food 
producers,” said Warden Alan Barfoot.” “Grey County 
is working on a local food strategic plan and today’s 
event is a great example of how we can collaborate at 
the municipal level to create more opportunities for 
our agri-food businesses.”

The function was a great success, with 19 local 
agri-food producers and entrepreneurs participating 
as vendors showcasing their products and services 
to more than 50 retailers from the local area and 
the GTA. Larger retailers included Sanagan’s Meat 
Locker, which is one of the largest fine food retailers in 
downtown Toronto.

Simcoe and Grey’s strong and diverse agri-food 
sector was on display as producers showcased a 
range of local products  including local frozen fruits, 
cheeses, yogurt, preserves, granola, meat products, 
sweets, and more. 

The event was hosted through a joint partnership 
between Simcoe and Grey’s Economic Development 
Offices and supports broader collaborative efforts 
between the two upper-tier municipalities to promote 
industries and sectors beyond their collective borders. 

PLANTING THE SEEDS Assault on batteries

Fall timber sales net $434K

The County of Simcoe and the City 
of Barrie once again partnered in 
November to collect dead batteries at 
the curb to create greater operational 
efficiencies and to grow regional 
participation. 

The County’s 2016 collection results, 
released in January 2017, shows more 
than 22,600 kg. or approximately 
900,000 acceptable batteries were 
received. The tonnages collected in 
the curbside collection program were 
almost three and a half times the 
6,600 kilograms collected annually 

at the County’s four household 
hazardous waste facilities. 

Public feedback on the curbside 
program continues to be positive. 

The benefits of the program include 
increased convenience for residents, 
improved/value added service level 
perception, increased diversion of 
batteries, and a reduction in the 
environmental impact from batteries 
which might otherwise have been 
disposed of.  

Another battery collection week is 
planned for November 2017.  

In order to maintain forest health, 
improve timber values and achieve 
other objectives identified within the 
20-year Forest Management Plan, 
approximately 500 to 600 hectares 
of the County Forests are harvested 
annually.  

Timber is traditionally sold in three 
lots per year, totalling approximately 
30 to 40 individual sales annually. In 
some circumstances additional sales 
are conducted by quotation, and 

negotiated sales may also occur where 
no bids are received or opportunities 
arise to salvage low value, declining or 
storm damaged timber.  

The competitive bidding process 
resulted in good prices for all sales, 
totalling $433,981. 

All revenues are applied to the 
Forestry Reserve which is reinvested in 
forestry operations and the acquisition 
of additional forestry lands. 

CCW 17-040

Backing Business
County and Warden recognized for economic development efforts

County of Simcoe Warden Gerry Marshall (left) and 
Grey County Warden Alan Barfoot (right) tour the 
Business to Retail Networking Event hosted jointly 
by both counties on Thursday, March 16, 2017 in 
Thornbury. 

The Economic Developers Council of Ontario 
recognized the County of Simcoe’s Economic 
Development Office, Warden Gerry Marshall and 
staff during its annual President’s Dinner and 
Awards of Excellence Ceremony held Thursday, 
February 9, 2017 in Toronto, Ontario. 

The County and area partners received a 
Collaboration and Partnership Award (Public – 
Private Partnership) for co-ordinating the Simcoe 
Muskoka Skilled Trades Expo in June 2016. The 
Expo, which also received a 2016 Marketing Canada 
Award from the Economic Developers Association 
of Canada, helped showcase skilled trades in 
Simcoe County and introduced approximately 
1,600 Grade 7 and 8 students to more than 30 
skilled trades.

Warden Gerry Marshall received the Community 
Leader Influencer of the Year Award for his 
continued advocacy and leadership efforts to 
attract, grow and support economic development, 
job creation and entrepreneurship in Simcoe 
County. Since being elected as Warden in 2014, 
Warden Marshall has worked with his Council 
to make a stronger commitment to economic 

development—adding staff resources, increasing 
funding, building relationships with area 
businesses and advocating on behalf of Simcoe 
County with other levels of government. 

County of Simcoe Economic Development 
Officer Becky Breedon also received the Young 
Professional Influencer of the Year Award for her 
contributions to the County’s many successful 
projects and initiatives. 

“This is a true testament to all the hard work, 
achievements and exciting momentum going on in 

Simcoe County,” said Warden Gerry Marshall.

continued on Page 4

The Economic Developers Council of Ontario 
recognized the County of Simcoe’s Economic 
Development Office with three awards during 
their annual President’s Dinner and Awards 
of Excellence Ceremony in February. Warden 
Gerry Marshall (above) received the Community 
Leader Influencer of the Year Award.

Age-friendly project next steps
In 2015, the County of Simcoe 

received $50,000 in funding from the 
Government of Ontario as part of its 
Age-Friendly Community Planning 
Grant Program to support the 
implementation of a comprehensive 
community needs assessment and the 
development of the Simcoe County 
2016 Community Needs Assessment 
Report.

With the completed report set to go 
before Council, stakeholder meetings 
will be set up to analyze the report 
findings and identify items that should 
be included in the County’s planning 
framework.

Another aspect of the AFC process 
is to introduce indicators or measures 
that will help us identify progress in 
becoming more age-friendly and can 
be used to produce Profile/Progress 
reports and increase awareness about 
age-friendly activities undertaken.

 Finally, the 2016 Community Needs 
Assessment Report findings and 
the recommendations from core 
business areas will be used to create 
the Simcoe County Positive Aging 
Strategy: Older Adults Strengthening 
Our Communities.  This Strategy will 
include a planning framework.

CCW - 17-092
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