
S&P Global Ratings has 
affirmed the County of Simcoe’s 
very strong AA long-term 
issuer credit rating for 2016. 
The rating reflects the County’s 
exceptional liquidity, very low 

debt burden and 
contingent liabilities, 
and strong budgetary 
performance. The 
rating also reflects 
S&P Global Ratings’ 
opinion of the very 
predictable and well-
balanced government 
framework and 
the County’s sound financial 
management.

“We understand that 
our residents face many 
financial constraints 
and it’s important to 
them to know that their 
tax dollars are being 
managed responsibly,” 
said Warden Gerry 
Marshall. 

“We continue to 
receive strong credit ratings 
based on our robust financial 

management policies and strong 
budgetary performance. Our 
position of strength allows us 
to make strategic investments 
in initiatives such as transit, 
new infrastructure, education 
and social housing that benefit 
our communities, enhance our 
services and contribute to the 
well-being of our residents.”
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County recognized for financial strength
S&P Global Ratings  
affirms the County’s 
“AA” credit rating 

The Honourable Navdeep Bains, Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development, centre, 
announced $10.8 million in funding toward a $30-million Advanced Technology, Innovation and 
Research Centre at the Georgian College Barrie Campus through the Government of Canada’s Post 
Secondary Institutions Strategic Investment Fund. The Government of Ontario, County of Simcoe, 
City of Barrie, and Georgian College friends and donors will also contribute funds.

County Council acclaimed Gerry Marshall, Mayor of the Town of Penetanguishene, to serve as Simcoe County Warden for 2017 and 
2018. Marshall has served on County Council since 2010. This is Marshall’s second consecutive term serving as Warden having been 
elected for the 2014-2016 term. County Council also re-elected Terry Dowdall, Mayor of Essa Township, as the Simcoe County Deputy 
Warden for 2017 and 2018. Dowdall has served on County Council since 2003. This is Dowdall’s second consecutive term as Deputy 
Warden having been elected for the 2014-2016 term. 

Generosity 
fuels another 
successful 
Toy Drive

County of Simcoe Paramedic 
Services wrapped up its 14th 
annual Toy Drive having collected 
5,959 toys, 3,886 lbs of food, and 
$15,818.95 in cash and gift cards. 

“I can’t say enough about our 
generous residents and business 
and the amazing efforts of our 
Paramedics who make the 
Toy Drive possible each year,” 
said Warden Gerry Marshall. 
“Because of your kindness and 
compassion, this Christmas 
will be special for children 
and families in need in our 
communities.”

 There were two large 
monetary donations of $1,000 
made this year by Barrie Ford and 
Arnott Construction LTD.

 With this year’s totals, the Toy 
Drive has collected more than 
67,000 toys, 20,000 lbs of food, 
and approximately to $126,000 in 
monetary and gift card donations 
for families across Simcoe County 
over the last 14 years.

All Toy Drive donations are 
distributed to local children and 
families in need. 

Charities include the Barrie 
& District Christmas Cheer, 
Salvation Army, Simcoe Muskoka 
Family Connexions, Holy Martyrs 
of Japan, Coldwater Sharing 
Place, Elmvale Food Bank, 
Wasaga Beach Food Bank and 
Wasaga Beach Kinnettes.

Marshall

The counties of Simcoe and 
Grey are working together to 
support and bolster the training 
and networking of local agri-
food entrepreneurs. 

This January to March, Simcoe 
and Grey counties are hosting 
a series of events that will give 
local food businesses and 
producers a chance to learn 
from experts about various 
aspects of food retailing. 
Attendees will gain new skills 
they can use to expand their 
businesses within our regions 
and beyond our borders. 

Advance registration for the 

sessions is required online 
through www.edo.simcoe.ca or 
www.investingrey.ca.

“Our region is investment 
ready and we’re doing 
everything we can to support 
and promote local businesses 
across all sectors,” said County 
of Simcoe Warden Gerry 
Marshall. “With such a rich 
agricultural heritage, the agri-
food sector presents a huge 
opportunity for our businesses 
to grow and thrive in a global 
marketplace. I encourage all our 
entrepreneurs to join us for the 
sessions, learn, network and 

help advance our position as 
leaders in Ontario’s agri-food 
sector.” 

“Agriculture has deep roots in 
Grey County and farming and 
food production continues to 
be a major contributor to our 
region’s economy,” said Grey 
County Warden Alan Barfoot. 
“We’re pleased to work closely 
together with Simcoe County to 
offer these great events that will 
inspire local food entrepreneurs 
and help them expand.”

The sessions are designed for 
anyone working or operating an 
agri-food related business.

The business of food
Counties offer training and networking for food entrepreneurs  
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“We are 
committed to 
providing the 

highest quality  
of care.”

Gerry Marshall
Warden

MUSEUM 
UPDATE
Victorian Kids Club

The kids’ club theme in 
November was Victorians, 
with a focus on daily life 
in Simcoe County, and 
preparing for Christmas.  
Over the course of the four 
sessions, participants were 
able to create a variety 
of crafts and foods, and 
participate in activities 
from the 1860s and ’70s.  
This program will be 
repeated in April, 2017.

Grey and Simcoe 
Foresters Lecture Series

The final two lectures 
in the Grey and Simcoe 
Foresters lecture series 
took place on November 
15 and 29. These lectures 
were presented by 
members of the Grey and 
Simcoe Foresters, and 
focused on the history of 
the regiment, as well as the 
present day operations of 
the Foresters.  

Christmas Past  
and Present

Approximately 700 
visitors attended the 
two-day Christmas, 
Past and Present event.  
Admission to this event 
was by donation to the 
Friends; a total of $1,230 
was collected. Visitors 
were able to make crafts 
to take home, sample 
seasonal treats, sing carols 
in the church, participate 
in a re-creation of the WWI 
Christmas truce, and enjoy 
a horse drawn wagon ride 
on the grounds.  

CCW 17-029
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The rating affirmation was released in December 
2016, and reflects S&P Global Ratings’ expectations 
that, in the next two years, the County of Simcoe’s 
liquidity will remain exceptional, tax-supported 
debt will stay below 30% of projected consolidated 
operating revenues, and budgetary performance will 
remain strong.

The report also notes the County’s political and 
managerial strength is demonstrated by generally 
good political consensus in passing budgets without 
major amendments or delays. In addition, the report 
states that the County has a robust set of financial 
policies, provides transparent, easy-to-access 
disclosure to pertinent information, and prepares 
detailed operating and capital budgets.

“This budget is not only fiscally responsible, it 
builds upon a solid foundation of investment in social, 
community, and health services, while maintaining an 
active role in economic development.”

Residents will see an overall 2.00 per cent increase 
on the County portion of their municipal property 
taxes in 2017, an impact of approximately $5.98 per 
$100,000 of property assessment. 

FINANCIAL STRENGTH Marshall elected Chair 
of Wardens’ Caucus

County of Simcoe Warden Gerry 
Marshall was elected as the Western 
Ontario Wardens’ Caucus (WOWC) 
Chair during the organization’s Annual 
General meeting in Guelph January 20, 
2017. 

“I am honoured to have been elected 
to the position of Chair by my peers 
from across Southwestern Ontario 
and I look forward to helping drive our 
collective goals forward,” said Warden 
Marshall.  “One of our main items for 
WOWC over the next two years will be 
strengthening our role in economic 
development. Accomplishing this will 
take co-operation among all levels of 
government as we continue to seek 
funding and partnership opportunities 
to grow the success of Southwestern 
Ontario.”

Prior to his election, Warden Marshall 
served as Vice Chair of the WOWC, and 
Chair of the Southwestern Integrated 
Fibre Technology (SWIFT) committee. 

Throughout 2015, Warden Marshall 
worked closely with members of the 
WOWC to garner support for SWIFT 
from the private sector and other levels 
of government which culminated in 
a $180 million funding commitment 
from the federal and provincial 
governments in July 2016.

Also appointed at the annual general 
meeting were: Mayor Randy Hope, 
Mayor of Chatham-Kent to the office 
of Vice Chair; Kelley Coulter, CAO of 
Bruce County as Treasurer; and Mark 
Aitken, CAO of Simcoe County as 
Secretary. 

The Western Ontario Wardens’ 
Caucus is a not-for-profit organization 
representing 15 upper and single 
tier municipalities in Southwestern 
Ontario with more than three million 
residents. Its purpose is to enhance 
the prosperity and overall wellbeing 
of rural and small urban communities 
across the region. 

Ontario Wardens’ Caucus represents  
15 upper- and single-tier municipalities

Highlights of Report:
• At the end of 2015, the county’s tax-supported debt 

declined to $52.3 million or 18% of consolidated 
operating revenues (all figures S&P Global Ratings-
adjusted), from 21% in 2014, which, according to S&P is 
considered very low debt burden

• The County’s liquidity position is exceptional and a 
key credit strength. S&P Global Ratings estimates 
that monthly adjusted free cash and liquid assets will 
average C$28 million in 2017, which would be enough 
to cover more than 8 times the forecasted debt service 
payable in that year. S&P Global Ratings expects the 
County’s coverage ratio to continue exceeding 100% in 
the next two years 

• The County posting an operating surplus of 10.7% 
of operating revenues and a surplus after capital 
accounts of 3.6% of total revenues

• S&P Global Ratings views the County’s economy as 
strong and fairly stable, although less diversified than 
that of its peers

Museum receives perfect rating
The Simcoe County Museum scored 

a perfect 50 out of 50 in the Ontario 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and 
Sport’s 2016 Standards for Community 
Museums. 

Each year community museums 
are judged on a number of the 
Ministry’s 10 standards that represent 
the minimum requirements for the 
operation of a good community 
museum. Community museums must 
meet the standards in order to qualify 
for funding under the Community 
Museum Operating Grant.

The Ministry focused on two 

standards in 2016—Community and 
Exhibition. 

Museums were required to submit a 
social media plan, an exhibit plan with 
a three-year horizon, and a schedule 
for the exhibit plan.

In the planning and presentation 
of exhibitions, museums must 
strive for accuracy, relevance, 
effective communication, learning 
opportunities, engagement, and the 
safe display of artifacts. 

In 2017-18, the Ministry will focus on 
finance, interpretation and education, 
and research.

The County of Simcoe is 
pleased to announce that it 
has once again been awarded 
with a decision of “Accredited 
with Exemplary Standing” 
following a thorough 
assessment of its four Long 
Term Care (LTC) homes and 
seniors services programs 
by surveyors from 
Accreditation Canada.

Health-care accreditation 
helps identify what an 
organization is doing well and 
where to focus its improvement 
efforts. The County’s LTC 
homes and seniors programs 
were evaluated against national 
standards, and results will be 
used to continue to improve 
and refine the quality and 
safety of its services.

“We are committed to 
providing the highest quality of 
care, services and programs,” 
said Warden Gerry Marshall. 
“This recognition reaffirms 
our leadership in seniors care 
services and is a true credit to 
all our tremendous staff for the 
amazing work they do each and 
every day.” 

There are a number of 
components to accreditation 
against which Accreditation 
Canada 
measure 
quality efforts, 
including 
standards 
and Required 
Organizational 
Practices. 
These were 
assessed when 
the surveyors 
met with staff, 
residents, and 
their families at the LTC home. 
All four LTC homes and two 
community programs met 
the standards measured by 

Accreditation Canada to assess 
Quality, Safety and Resident-

centeredness. The County has 
been working through 
the Accreditation 

process for the past four 
years, with the final survey 

taking place in November 
2016.

“I am so pleased 
with the results of 

our 2016 accreditation survey 
process,” said Jane Sinclair, 
General Manager of Health and 
Emergency Services. 

“I thank our 
staff for their 
commitment 
and our Council 
for investing 
and supporting 
high-quality care 
for our seniors 
and encouraging 
innovative 
approaches that 
not only improve 
the quality-of-

life of our residents but help 
address the growing demands 
faced in long term care and 
seniors services today.”

Exemplary once again
County’s LTC homes/programs receive accreditation
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