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C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L

Deputy Warden Terry Dowdall, centre, and General Manager of Corporate Performance Division Trevor Wilcox, left, presents Warden Gerry 
Marshall with the Georgian College Board of Governors Community Partner Award. The award recognizes noteworthy partners (individual 
or group) in the community who have made an exemplary contribution to Georgian College in support of its strategic priorities and in a 
way that reflects the college’s mission, vision and values.

The Simcoe County 
Museum recently 
applied for a $50,000 
grant from the World 
War Commemorations 
Community Fund, a 
program offered by the 
Federal Department of 
Canadian Heritage. 

The funding would be 
used to enhance and 
expand the museum’s 
WWI exhibition and 
education program. 

 
The application is 
divided into three parts:
•	 to expand the 

WWI trench on 
the museum 
grounds and add 
historically accurate 
reproductions and 
costuming

•	 to create “Military 
Minutes”, a series 
of 10 vignettes 
featuring the stories 
of Simcoe County’s 
soldiers, Nursing 
Sisters, and citizens 
on the home front 
during the War

•	 to create a subsidy 
to help offset the 
student cost to 

participate in the 
program. Teachers 
would be able to 
apply for funding 
on behalf of their 
school, with priority 
given to schools able 
to demonstrate need

Matching support from 
the Museum will come 
from in-kind contributions, 
and approximately $1,000 
from the 2015 operating 
budget.

Friends of the Simcoe 
County Museum have 
also offered support, 
with an initial $1,000 
contribution. 

The Department of 
Canadian Heritage says 
funding requests will 
be considered as soon 
as possible, but it may 
take up to 26 weeks to 
determine if funding will be 
granted. 

The application was 
submitted April 2, 2015.

Lest We Forget
Museum aims to enhance military exhibition and programs

Museum  
Update
Celebration of Arts and Crafts

The Simcoe County 
Arts and Crafts 
Association (SCACA) 
presented a Celebration 
of Arts and Crafts event 
at the museum. This 
event featured more 
than 14 different craft 
demonstrations by local 
artisans. Visitors were 
able to try their hand at 
many of these crafts, 
pick up a few supplies, 
and see the beautiful 
handiwork created by 
members of the local 
heritage guilds. 

March Break Day Camp
The museum’s day 

camp program was fully 
booked for the entire 
week of the March Break.

In total, 164 participants 
attended the camps 
and participated in 
a variety of theme 
days, including winter 
sports, folklore, call of 
the wild, and museum 
curiosities. These camps 
provide opportunities for 
children ages 6 to 12 to 
participate in educational, 
activity-packed days, at a 
reasonable cost. 
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County Council 
approved guidelines for 
the Ontario Renovates 
Secondary and Garden 
Suites program. 

The goal of 
the program 
is to increase 
the number 
of affordable 
rental units 
in Simcoe 
County by 
assisting 
homeowners 
in creating 
secondary 
suites within 
their homes 
or garden 
suites 
on their 
property.

Ontario Renovates 
is a component of the 
Investment in Affordable 
Housing for Ontario 
program funded 
by the federal 
and provincial 
governments.

“We are committed 
to aiding and 
assisting our 
residents who 

need a helping hand, 
while funding strategic 
initiatives that address 
our region’s most urgent 
needs,” said Warden 

Gerry Marshall. 
“Our target 

is to increase 
the supply 
of affordable 
housing in our 
communities 
over the next 
10 years. This 
is a win-win 
program, as 
it provides 
an additional 
stream of 
revenue to the 
homeowner 
and increases 
the supply of 

attainable rental units in 
our communities.”

The program provides 

financial support in the 
form of an interest-free, 
forgivable loan, up to a 
maximum of $25,000 
to create a secondary 
or garden suite, and/
or a grant up to 
$5,000 for accessibility 
modifications. 

Funding is limited and 
will be available on a 
first-come, first-served 
basis.

The County’s 10 Year 
Affordable Housing 
and Homelessness 
Prevention Strategy, 
approved by County 
Council in January 2014, 
recognizes the need for 
more affordable housing 
throughout the County.

The creation of 
secondary or garden 
suites is an effective way 
to assist in addressing 

this need. 
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Public safety communicators honoured County program offers financial 
incentive to create affordable units

Council approves 2015 funding of Ontario Renovates program

Eight-year-old Emma Osborne was recognized for the courage and determination she showed in 
October 2014, when her father experienced a life-threatening medical emergency. Below left, Warden 
Gerry Marshall addresses the crowd at the Simcoe County 9-1-1 Management Board Public Safety 
Communications Awards. Bottom right, Deputy Warden Terry Dowdall says a few words before 
presenting Emma with her award. 

“Our target 
is to increase 

the supply 
of affordable 

housing in our 
communities  
over the next  

10 years.”
Gerry Marshall

Warden

The Simcoe County 9-1-1 
Management Board Public 
Safety Communications 
Team Award and Youth 
Award winners were 
recognized at a ceremony 
at the Simcoe County 
Museum in April.

The eighth-annual 
ceremony recognized 
the exceptional work of 
the unsung, but essential 
call-takers, dispatchers, 
and supervisors in our 
emergency response 
system. 

These men and women 
provide a vital link to callers 
in distress and provide a 
communications safety net 
to emergency responders 
on scene. 

The 2014 Youth Award, 
historically presented 
to only one child, was 
this year handed out to 
three individuals from two 
separate incidents.

In July 2014, then 9-year-
old Matthew Ross and 
his older brother Patrick, 
11, showed courage and 
determination when their 
mother experienced a 
life-threatening medical 
emergency. 

Patrick dialed 9-1-1,  
provided accurate 
information to the operator, 
and relayed instructions to 
Matthew who administered 
first aid to save their 
mother’s life. 

Continued on Page 3

Annual award ceremony recognizes unsung work of call-takers, dispatchers, and supervisors

911 AWARDS
Emma Osborne was 

recognized for the courage 
and determination she 
showed in October 
2014, when her father 
experienced a life-
threatening medical 
emergency. Emma, then 
8 years of age, took 
extraordinary measures 
at risk to her own safety 
to make sure 9-1-1 
was called and her dad 
received the emergency 
help he needed. Her 
amazing actions saved her 
father’s life. 

The 2014 Simcoe 
County Public Safety 
Communications Team 
Award was presented 
to the Georgian 
Central Ambulance 
Communications Centre 
team of Kelly Buckley, 
Jeremy Cadieux, Amit 
Duggal, Brie-Anne 
Kinrade, Candice LaHay-
Marley, Dana Marley, 
Julie Mason, Andrew 
Parsons, Shannon 
Penasse, Joel Mousseau, 
Dawn Rawson, and 
Shelly Spring for their 
exemplary co-ordinated 
response to several 
major motor vehicle 
collisions on February 27, 
2014, including one on 
Highway 400 that included 
approximately 100 
vehicles. 

Four additional teams 
were recognized in 
this category for their 
responses to three 
separate events.
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