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What is HealthSTATS?

• Originally launched nearly 20 years 
ago

• Provides information on the health of 
Simcoe Muskoka residents and 
factors that may impact them

• Provides local health statistics, health 
behaviour and population data

• Intended to support planning and 
decision making for public health, 
healthcare, schools, local 
government, community agencies and 
the general public



What’s on HealthSTATS

• You may have seen our COVID-19 
HealthSTATS pages over recent years

• But we have so much more data!

https://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org
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What’s on HealthSTATS?

• Data is available in many formats
• Web pages with static graphs

• HealthMAPS interactive map-based dashboards

• Focus Reports

• Annual Reportable Disease Reports

• Interactive Story Maps

• Surveillance Reports
• Opioid Surveillance and Weekly Respiratory Bulletin

https://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org



What is 
‘HealthSTATS 
Revitalization’?
• In 2019, SMDHU did a Health Status 

Reporting review

• Added ‘Lessons Learned’ about health 
status reporting from the COVID-19 
pandemic

GOAL: Provide a set of recommendations for 
future health status reporting that meet the 
needs of our audiences, creates efficiencies, 
and fulfills Ontario Public Health Standards 
(OPHS) requirements

More modern tools (e.g. dashboards)

Easy to use

Fewer products

Match the format to the audience

More “grab and go” information

Recommendations included:



What is ‘HealthSTATS Revitalization’?

We are working on launching a whole new 
website with a more modern look and feel

Replacing text-heavy content with 
interactive Power BI dashboards



What’s the process?
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New Website



Replacing Text-Heavy webpages with 
Interactive Dashboards



From Paragraphs and Pictures 
to Point and Click

• Adding Dynamic Slicers

• High-level highlights

• Subpopulation analysis to 
explore health equity

• Age, sex, gender, 
education, income and 
other factors which may 
interact with health status 
data



NEW! Local geographies

Incorporating sub-health 
unit geographies wherever 
possible

• Municipality

• Public Health Planning 
Area



What are Public Health 
Planning Areas?
• Originally launched with HealthMAPS 

in 2018 with 20 areas

• Updated in 2022 to 25 Public Health 
Planning Areas (PHPA)

• Barrie divided into 5 PHPA

• Four sub-municipality PHPA: Angus, 
Alcona, Alliston and Bradford

• Remaining areas are individual or 
combined municipalities, or are built 
using aggregated dissemination area 
(ADA) boundaries



• This may result in some 
broken links as we move 
to a new web address

• We will keep this group 
updated and let you 
know when the new 
website is ready

The launch of the new & 

improved HealthSTATS 

website is scheduled for 

late 2023


