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Jessie and Jun leave
China for Canada
and find the...

Recipe for

J

ADVENTURE

essie and Jun admired Canada as a
land of adventure. 		
While living in Tianjin, a large city in
China, they applied to immigrate to
Canada. After arriving in Toronto in 2003,
Jun secured employment in Penetanguishene as an engineer with an automotive
company.
There they began their Canadian adCorporate Communications Department

venture and had their first daughter.
They were surprised by the generosity
of their co-workers and neighbours who
gave them a stroller and baby clothes to
celebrate.
The company Jun worked for closed
down after a few years.

Continued on Page 3

Jesse and Jun opened Jun’s Roll at 55
Collier Street in Barrie.
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T

he Local Immigration Partnership is excited to announce the
launch of the Simcoe County
Immigration Portal.
This website is a digital resource
designed to welcome immigrants who
are considering moving to the county
and to connect newcomers already
living in the county to local community
information.
The portal is a virtual representation
of Simcoe County. Its five featured topics (welcome, living, working, learning
and business) newcomers will learn
more about:
• local community and immigration
services
• finding work and doing
business
• experiences of
newcomers living in
Simcoe County

•

Simcoe County and its diverse
communities
To better help newcomers access this
tool, the LIP encourages your organization to consider posting the portal’s
URL immigration.simcoe.ca on your
agency’s website. Local organizations
are also welcome to send relevant
event flyers and news to be posted on
the portal’s “news” section.
The Local Immigration Partnership
recognizes the strong support received
from community partners who helped
the portal take shape.
Funding for the project was made
available through the provincial Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration.

211 is a free, confidential, provincewide helpline that simplifies finding
support and community services for
Ontario residents.

Learning Centres

Helping newcomers achieve education goals

T

he Learning Centres of
Simcoe County District
School Board provide many
supports to newcomers and
their families.
Some of the programs newcomers
can access are highlighted here.
The Newcomer Welcome Centre
facilitates a smooth transition for
immigrant students and families
enrolling in the Simcoe County
District School Board.
Staff will help clients complete
the documentation necessary to
register with the school board,
share information about the school
system, and provide on-going academic support to ensure successful integration into the Canadian
education system.
Continued on Page 4
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“With the Barrie Learning
Centre’s kind and caring
assistance I learned to
successfully balance school,
work and I excelled in my
understanding of the
Canadian language. They
were flexible and offered
advice, which opened my eyes
to new ways in which I could
achieve my education goals”

Carmen
Samareanu
from Romania

Guiding the way
Newcomers will have an easier time locating
funded settlement services with the Services for
Newcomers brochure created by the LIP Settlement
Sub-Council.
The brochure highlights the five agencies in
Simcoe County that currently receive funding to
provide services to newcomers to support integration, English language training and/or employment
support. In the brochure, readers will find a description of the services each agency provides and a
map of all service locations.
These programs are funded by either by Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) or Ontario
Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration (MCI).
Continued on Page 4
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Newcomer Recognition Awards

Honours handed out at Newcomer Awards

T

he County of Simcoe
honoured residents,
businesses, schools,
and organizations at
the inaugural Newcomer
Recognition Awards on
October 23.
The event recognizes
residents and organizations
that take action to improve
the lives of newcomers to
Simcoe County. Award recipients were nominated by their
peers in eight categories
through an open nomination
process. Nomination forms
were reviewed by the Simcoe
County Newcomer Recognition
Awards Steering Committee.
“On behalf of County
Council, I congratulate all our
award recipients and extend
my deepest gratitude for their

Front left to right: Susan Laycock, Lilia da Silva Gouveia, Anna Kim, and Ruth Millar. Back left to right:
Elmore Cudanin, Rosalba Braden, Alba Lisa, Kara Swaile-Black, and Arjun Batra.

exceptional community involvement,” said Warden Cal
Patterson. “Newcomers play
an increasingly important role
in the growth of our economy

and health of our communities. With support from our
amazing residents, the Local
Immigration Partnership is
having a positive impact on

our communities by helping
newcomers make successful
transitions to living, working
and raising families in our
region.”

Recipe for Adventure … continued
They relocated to Barrie
for better labour prospects.
Jun was soon employed by a
company near Waterloo and
returned home to Barrie on
the weekends.
In China, Jessie worked as
a Chinese/Japanese translator but she was always interested in the large restaurants
that her family owned and
operated. She began cooking and selling food at the
Barrie Farmers’ Market in the
summer and was encouraged by customers to open a
restaurant.
While pregnant with their
second daughter, Jun and
Jessie decided to take on the
challenge of opening a restaurant. They found a location at
55 Collier Street and opened
Jun’s Roll. Jun resigned from
his job and through online
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“Before, I never tried chicken balls.
Our customers asked for them and now
I love them too! It’s a top seller!”
Jessie

resources learned about operating a business in Canada.
At the market Jessie offered samples of traditional
Chinese food, using recipes
from her family’s restaurant.
Customers were eager to
try the small portions, but
Jun and Jessie struggled to
attract customers into the
restaurant to order a meal.
Customers were hesitant
to order food that was too
unfamiliar to them.
Through the support of
their family and church, Jun
and Jessie began reviewing
their menu. Over time, and
with much trial and error,

they found the right balance
of Chinese cultural food and
menu choices that residents
in Barrie were interested in.
“Before, I never tried
chicken balls. Our customers asked for them and now
I love them too! It’s a top
seller!” laughed Jessie.
With so much time and
money spent on finding the
right menu options, Jun and
Jessie had little money left
for advertising.
“They (customers) didn’t
know who we were. Advertising is most important,”
stated Jun. “You need to
spend the money to ad-

vertise. But it is hard in the
beginning when you are
making no money.”
Determined to make their
restaurant known, they now
advertise in the newspaper,
Internet, and Canada Post
door-to-door mail.
Customers began to know
about the restaurant and they
now have regular customers
for the lunch buffet.
While it has been a struggle
to grow the customer base,
Jun said, “You cannot stop
once you start. It provides for
the family and we invested
so much.”
“When people try our food
and are satisfied, it encourages us,” said Jessie.
“We came to Canada for
adventure. This is a part of
it,” added Jun.
www.junsroll.com
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December

The World at a Glance
December 1: World Aids Day (UN): This
day is designated by the World Health
Organization and the United Nations to
increase awareness and education of
AIDS. Today, more than 41 million people
are living with HIV/AIDS.
December 6: St. Nicolas Day (Christian): He is the patron saint of Russia
and came from a town in Turkey. Being
known as a protector of children, the tradition of leaving shoes out in the hopes
of receiving treats is practised in the
Dutch, German and Eastern European
communities.
December 13: Luciadagen (Sweden):
This day is also known as ‘Queen of

Light’, a candlestick parade takes place
in her honour.
December 21: Yule (Wicca): During the
winter solstice – the longest night of the
year, the rebirth of the sun which is life
sustaining is celebrated. The Yule tree is
decorated with fruit and candles are lit
to represent the sun.
December 26: Boxing Day (Canada, UK,
Australia, New Zealand): It was once
a day when the church’s poor boxes
were opened. In Britain, originally a day
when gifts (boxes) are given to servants,
tradespeople, or others who provide
services.
December 31: Omisoka (Japan): To

Education Goals … continued
The school board also offers an
International Language Program.
Any student in Grades 1 through
8 who would like to learn a new
language or maintain their native language skills and cultural
heritage are encouraged to join
this program.
Starting in September 2013,
the following languages will be
offered: Spanish, German, Greek,
Italian, Russian, Mandarin, Korean,
Japanese, Farsi, Tamil, and Urdu.
Other languages are available
upon request.
This program is offered at no
cost to students.
New this year, high school students have an exciting opportunity
to learn an International Language
and earn a high school credit.
On Saturday mornings, students
will be able to take German in Barrie and Spanish in Bradford. Italian

is offered as a part of the Night
School Program in Barrie.
The English as a Second Language Program is available to
adults 18 years of age or older. All
programs are based on the Canadian Language Benchmarks. Certified Instructors will help students
to expand their vocabulary and
better understand English grammar. Students participate in class
discussions, debates and individual presentations. ESL classes are
funded by the provincial government through the Simcoe County
District School Board. The program
is free for eligible Permanent Resident, Refugee, Live-in-Care Givers
& Canadian Citizens born outside
of Canada. Classes are offered all
year round with a variety of day
and evening options.
The class schedule varies based
on service location.

usher in the new year, families clean
their homes and eat toshi-koshi buckwheat noodles in the hope one’s life will
be stretched out as long as the noodles.
As midnight approaches, Shinto temples
around the country begin ringing out
the old year, sounding the temple bell
108 times, because according to them,
human beings have 108 worldly desires,
which are removed by striking the bell.
This information was collected from
www.multiculturalcalendar.com. To
reference these holidays and others,
please visit the website.

Guiding the Way
… continued
The brochure is available in 10 languages
(Arabic, Chinese traditional, English, French,
Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Tagalog, Urdu,
Vietnamese) and can be accessed electronically though the
portal (immigration.
simcoe.ca) and the
LIP website (sclip.
simcoe.ca).
If you would
like to receive
printed copies
of the Services
for Newcomers brochure,
email sclip@
simcoe.ca indicating the
number of
copies and
which languages
you would like.

Digital copies of these newsletters are now available on the Local Immigration Partnership website.

County of Simcoe Local Immigration Partnership
1110 Highway 26, Midhurst, Ontario L0L 1X0
Phone: 705-722-3132 ext. 1423 fax: 705-725-9539
sclip@simcoe.ca
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