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Government Homelessness Commitments

Poverty Reduction Strategy 2014-2019

Expert Advisory Panel on Homelessness

Long-term Goal to End Homelessness

Target to End Chronic Homelessness in 10 Years
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The Report of the Expert Advisory Panel on 

Homelessness provided recommendations under four 

broad categories:

1. Defining Homelessness

o Develop definitions of homelessness and 

chronic homelessness.

2. Measuring Homelessness

o Require local homeless enumeration 

o Establish provincial and local tracking 

indicators.

3. Targets and Priorities

o Set four provincial priorities for action.

o Set target to end chronic homelessness in 10 

years.

4. Evidence Base and Capacity Building

o Expand the evidence base and build capacity to 

address homelessness.

Expert Advisory Panel on Homelessness
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Government Response to Expert Advisory Panel

DEFINE
Adopt definitions of homelessness and chronic homelessness 

to build common language and understanding

PRIORITIZE
Adopt four provincial priorities to guide action: Chronic, youth and Indigenous homelessness, 
and homelessness following transitions from provincially-funded institutions/service systems

SET TARGET 
Setting a target to end chronic homelessness in 10 Years

ENUMERATE
Planning to require enumeration at the local level to gather data about homelessness

TEST
Leverage the Local Poverty Reduction Fund 

to test local approaches to preventing/ending homelessness 
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First Steps in Ending Chronic Homelessness

• Ontario Budget 2016 announced a number of investments to begin to make progress 

towards ending chronic homelessness, including:

o Investing up to $100 million in operating funding for housing allowances and 

support services to assist up to 4,000 families and individuals in new supportive 

housing over the next three years;

o Supporting the construction of up to 1,500 new supportive housing units over 

the long term, with operating assistance eventually assisting up to 6,000 families 

and individuals; and

o Investing an additional $45 million over three years in the Community 

Homelessness Prevention Initiative (CHPI).

• In addition, the Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy (LTAHS) Update supports 

the government’s homelessness-related commitments by continuing the 

transformation of Ontario’s housing and homelessness system to one that is more 

client-centred.  
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What is a Community Profile?

Understanding Local Realities, Needs and Aspirations
“…gathering facts, opinions and hopes about the community from local people and 

using what is found to improve the quality of life of the community. A community profile 

should highlight: What local people would like to see provided in the community; things 

that are working well; what needs to be changed; the resources that are available.”
(Source: National Federation of Community Organizations, United Kingdom)

Documenting Data
“…records information on a broad range of factors (such as environmental/natural 

features and management, socio-demographic characteristics, political and economic 

structures, local institutions, economic activities and livelihoods, basic household and 

community facilities, and social organization).”
(Source: World Bank) 

Basis for Decision-Making
“…a summary of baseline conditions and trends in a community and study area. It 

establishes the context for assessing potential impacts and for project decision-making.” 
(Source: University of South Florida, Centre for Urban Transportation Research)
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Why Community Profiles?

• Community profiles represent a strategic opportunity to connect provincial ministry 

staff with Service Managers, service providers and other local organizations to learn 

first-hand about chronic homelessness, including: 

o Local drivers and challenges; 

o Nature and scope/magnitude of the issue;

o Local initiatives and strategies to address it; and 

o Potential provincial policy/program responses to support the goal of ending 

chronic homelessness in 10 years. 

• The community profiles initiative recognizes that chronically homeless individuals 

frequently interact with several (often inter-related) provincial service systems, including 

justice, corrections, healthcare, housing, social services and child welfare. 

• It is for this reason that staff from seven provincial ministries will be engaging local 

stakeholders to understand the impact of provincial service systems (e.g., design, rules, 

coordination, etc.) on chronic homelessness. 
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Goals and Objectives

• Better understanding of how “place” influences chronic homelessness

(e.g., urban, rural or northern contexts).

• Better understanding the impact of provincial policies and program 

rules on chronic homelessness and potential changes.

• Identifying innovative local practices that could be disseminated more 

broadly.

• Enhancing awareness, capacity and coordination across provincial 

ministries related to chronic homelessness.

• Strengthened relationships and greater collaboration across diverse 

stakeholders to work towards the common goal of ending chronic 

homelessness.
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Where are we visiting?

• In order to represent the regional and 

socio-demographic variation of Ontario 

(to the extent possible), three 

communities have been selected for the 

development of chronic homelessness 

community profiles:

o Simcoe County – June 28 and 29

o Ottawa – July 26 and 27

o Thunder Bay – August 9, 10 and 11
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The Road Ahead

COORDINATION BETWEEN 

LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT

ENGAGING 

STAKEHOLDERS AND 

THE PRIVATE SECTOR

WORKING ACROSS 

MINISTRIES

Target to End Chronic Homelessness in 10 Years
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Any Questions?

THANK YOU!


