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One mark of a great educator is the ability  
to lead students out to new places where  

even the educator has never been.
~Thomas Groome ~

Children’s Services Funding for 2017
In 2017 Children’s Services received $35,736,104 

in funding from the Ministry of Education.  This 
amount has increased by more than $5 million from 
2016. New funding will be prioritized to increase 
access to licensed child care through fee subsidy; 
creation of new child care spaces and lastly by 
increasing the affordability of child care spaces.  

Commercial Child Care funding threshold
Over the past three years, Ministry of Education 

(MEDU) guidelines have encouraged prioritization 
of funding to the non-profit sector, yet have not 
prescriptively directed Consolidated Municipal 
Service Managers (CMSMs) to allocate dollars 
accordingly.  In 2017, however, the MEDU has 
introduced a “For Profit Maximum Percentage 
Threshold” to assist CMSMs in maintaining current 
levels of funding allocated to commercial operators. 
The expectation is that funding in 2017 will not 
exceed the threshold.  A meeting is Wednesday 
November 8, 2017 with Commercial Operators at 
the Museum- Room B from 1:30-3:30 PM.

2017 Child Care Survey
As in previous years, the Social and Community 

Services Division research team will conduct 
the annual Children’s Services Survey in the fall. 
Responses are gathered and analyzed by the 
research team and summarized conclusions are 
provided.  Survey results identify system strengths, 
potential gaps and ongoing trend analysis.  These 
results are then used to guide system planning.

What’s new in  
Children’s Services?

This year’s 17th annual Child Care Worker and Early Childhood 
Educator Appreciation Day We Create a Brighter Future took 
place Wednesday October 25, 2017.  We hope you were able 

to take some time to celebrate this special day. For more 
information, visit the Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care’s 

website: http://www.childcareontario.org/

WE CREATE  
A BRIGHTER FUTURE



2

Service System 
Changes and  
Transformation
Significant system changes have taken place this year through 
the collaborative efforts of many community partners. 

Special Needs Resource Consultants
Community Living Huronia is the lead agency for the Resource 

Consultant Program. Communication has been distributed 
from the agency to share future planning for service delivery 
including the management team and service offices across 
Simcoe County.

Ontario Early Years Child and Family Centre (OEYCFC)
In January 2018 the County of Simcoe will assume 

responsibility for the management of the OEYCFC system in 
Simcoe County. The following four agencies will be contracted to 
deliver services:

• e3 Community Services 
• La Clé d’la Baie en Huronie
• Ontario Early Years Centre, Simcoe North
• Simcoe Community Services 

Dates to Remember
November 8, 2017
• Meeting for Commercial Operators
November 10, 2017
• WEG/HCCEG Q1-Q3 Report Due

November 22, 2017
• Information Session: Inclusion Support Funding 

for new operators
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Child Care Fee Subsidy Wait List
As a result of new funding 

received from the Ministry of 
Education, applicants for the almost 
1,700 children on the fee subsidy 
waitlist have been contacted and 
removed.  

At this time it is anticipated that 
a fee subsidy waitlist will not be 

required for the remainder of 2017.  
If families would like information 

about child care fee subsidy, please 
direct them to contact our office by 
phone at 705-722-3132 or 905-729-
4514, alternately they may complete 
an online application at www.
simcoe.ca.  

Home Child Care Program
The County of Simcoe’s directly 

operated, licensed Home Child 
Care Program was in operation 
for more than 25 years, and 
supported families who often 
didn’t have traditional work or 
school schedules. 

After careful consideration, 
the County of Simcoe made 
the decision to step away from 
directly operating a licensed 

home child care program effective 
August 31, 2017.  

Over the last several months, 
the County worked closely with 
the three other licensed home 
child care programs in Simcoe 
County on a successful transition 
plan to ensure the least disruption 
to families and home child care 
providers with regard to the 
closure.

ECE Sponsorship Program 
Are you a resident of Simcoe County, working in the child care field in 

Simcoe County, or interested in getting your Early Childhood Education 
diploma through part-time studies at Georgian College?  

The County of Simcoe, through capacity building funding, offers an 
ECE sponsorship program to students at Georgian College who meet the 
above criteria.  For individuals who meet all eligibility requirements and 
as funding is available, the sponsorship program will cover the cost of 
courses being taken within that semester. If you are interested in finding 
out if you would qualify, please contact the part-time studies office at the 
Orillia campus by email: Pts-Orillia@georgiancollege.ca. Or, if you have 
general questions about this program, please speak with Andrea Hryciw 
at Andrea.Hryciw@simcoe.ca 



Inclusion Support Funding
Available Inclusion Support Funding 

has been allocated to child care programs 
across the County.  This funding provides 

child care centres with financial 
support to hire additional staff to work 
with the existing staff complement, to 
provide global program support.  
This includes the implementation 

of appropriate strategies for inclusion 
of children with exceptional and/or 
extenuating special needs. Almost 100 
applications have been funded in 2017.  

As year-end approaches please 
consider the following reminders for 
programs who are currently receiving 
funding or who wish to apply in the future: 

• Fall Reconciliation Reports along 
with unused funding must be 
submitted to the County no later 
than December 1st (please retain 
your projected funding for the 
balance of the year);

• The 2018 Manual and Application 
forms will be available on 

November 1, 2017 at simcoe.ca ;
• Programs must review the 

Inclusion Support Funding Manual 
and Application process annually, 
before applying for Inclusion 
Support Funding;

• Yearly completion of the Inclusion 
Support Funding module (available 
on the Community Learning 
Library) is also required before 
funds are allocated.  Programs are 
required to submit the certificate 
of completion along with their 
2018 (January – June) funding 
application before December 1, 2017. 

• The next information session for 
new child care programs, not yet 
familiar with Inclusion Support 
funding, will be held November 22.   

Should you have any questions about 
Inclusion Support funding or if you wish 
to take part in the upcoming information 
session, please contact Zelia Alves at zelia.
alves@simcoe.ca

Web-based record  
of attendance  
for subsidy billings

Internet Explorer 11 and Google Chrome are now 
the only two web applications that will support the 
completion of web-based record of attendance for 
monthly fee subsidy billings.  

When completing Web-based Record of 
Attendance:

• Please review the existing children and care 
codes for accuracy 

• Please notify your Child Care Representative 
of any anomalies before you complete your 
attendance, this will allow for the addition of 
any requisite children and/or care codes

Once you complete your attendance, you will 
now receive a pop up message reminding you to 
complete your vacancies.  In addition, a report is 
now available to you that lists children who will be 
turning 18, 30 or 72 months old in the upcoming 
month.  

If you have any questions or would like training 
on this program, please contact Heather St. 
Germain at heather.stgermain@simcoe.ca 

The Children’s Services Team 705-722-3132

Jan Janssen
Director 
Children & Community Services  
Ext. 1447
Jan.Janssen@simcoe.ca

Lora D’Ambrosio 
Manager 
Early Learning & Child Care Services  
Ext. 1128
Lora.DAmbrosio@simcoe.ca 

Supervisors Ext. Email Contact me if you have questions about…

Zelia Alves 1126 Zelia.Alves@simcoe.ca Special Needs Resourcing & Inclusion Support Funding

Carol-Ann Harkness 1164 Carol-Ann.Harkness@simcoe.ca Licensed Child Care Contract Management, Capital Planning  
& Special Purpose Funding 

Andrea Hryciw 1145 Andrea.Hryciw@simcoe.ca Ontario Early Years Child and Family Centre planning 

Heather St. Germain 1141 Heather.StGermain@simcoe.ca Child Care Fee Subsidy & Ontario Child Care Management System

Tonya Millsap 1486 Tonya.Millsap@simcoe.ca Supporting Relationships for Learning  
& Child Care Capacity Building

Samantha Zuercher 1538 Samantha.Zuercher@simcoe.ca Wage Enhancement/Home Child Care Enhancement Grant  
& General Operating Grant
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Weblinks
County of Simcoe              simcoe.ca
College of Early Childhood Educators          college-ece.ca
Ministry of Education              edu.gov.on.ca 
Georgian College              georgiancollege.ca 
Collège Boréal             collegeboreal.ca
Community Learning Library (CLL)            childrenstreatmentnetwork.litmos.com


