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Summary of Technical Studies – 2976 Horseshoe Valley Road West, Springwater (to November 2016) 

Report Name Date Author Keywords Description/Methodology 

Planning Justification Report November 17, 2016 GHD Limited  Planning rationale 

 Planning justification 

 Provincial Policy Statement 

 Planning policy 

 summary of studies 

 Official Plan 

 zoning 
 

Excerpt from the Planning Justification Report (page i): 
 
This Planning Justification Report assesses the proposed site 
location in the context of governing planning policy especially 
the Provincial Policy Statement and the Official Plans of the 
Country of Simcoe and Township of Springwater. Official Plan 
amendments are required to both of the Official Plan 
documents. 
 
The Planning Justification Report is part of the overall 
documentation/ information prepared for the proposed ERRC 
planning application. Therefore, this report should be read in 
conjunction with other supporting documentation, which are 
described in the body of this Report. 
 

Agricultural Impact Assessment 
Report 

November 16, 2016 AgPlan 
Limited 

 agricultural characteristics  

 soil capability 

 soil potential and climate 

 Minimum Distance 
Separation (MDS) 

 soil productivity 

Excerpt from the Agricultural Impact Assessment Report 
(page 1): 
 
The general objective of the study was to assess:  

 the agricultural characteristics of the lands proposed to be 
used for the Simcoe ERRC and whether the proposed use 
has an agricultural impact based on the wording of policy.  

 
In reaching this objective the following work was completed:  

 An assessment of the soils which relate to the planned use 
of the lands generally and which provide context to soils on 
the Simcoe ERRC;  

 An analysis of the soil capability for common field crops as 
well as the soil potential of lands for specialty crops within 
the Simcoe ERRC;  

 An analysis of the agricultural land use within and around 
the Simcoe ERRC;  

 Analyses to put the agricultural characteristics of Simcoe 
County and Springwater Township in context.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/9.%20Planning%20Justification%20Report.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/2.%20Agricultural%20Impact%20Assessment%20Report.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/2.%20Agricultural%20Impact%20Assessment%20Report.pdf
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Summary of Technical Studies – 2976 Horseshoe Valley Road West, Springwater (to November 2016) continued 

Report Name Date Author Keywords Description/Methodology 

Scoped Environmental Impact Study 
 
 
Report includes: 
 
Hazard Land Assessment 

November 17, 2016 GHD Limited  Natural Heritage Features 

 Ecological Land 
Classification 

 wildlife 

 habitat 

 Species at Risk 

 vegetation communities 

 forest 

 wetlands 

 environmental impact 

 Hazard Land 

Excerpt from the Scoped Environmental Impact Study & 
Hazard Land Assessment (page I): 
 
The Terms of Reference (TOR) for the scoping of the EIS were 
prepared in consultation with Simcoe County (County), 
Township of Springwater, Nottawasaga Valley Conservation 
Authority (NVCA), and the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry (MNRF). The Scoped EIS was completed in 
accordance with the requirements of the Simcoe County 
Official Plan (OP) as approved in 2016 by the Ontario 
Municipal Board (OMB). 
 
Secondary source natural heritage information was collected 
and used to guide field activities. Field investigations were 
conducted in 2016 and included wetland boundary delineation, 
verification of watercourse presence, vegetation inventory, 
calling amphibian surveys, breeding bird surveys, and 
incidental wildlife observations. NVCA verified wetland 
boundary delineations were field delineated and mapped. The 
field data was used to assign Ecological Land Classification 
(ELC) units to the vegetation units present, and describe the 
available habitats and natural features of the Study Area for a 
total of seven upland and four wetland ELC units. Unique 
within the Study Area is an oldergrowth hemlock stand, which 
is present in the southeast corner. 
 

Facility Characteristics Report 
 
Report includes: 
 

Conceptual Site Plan 
Functional Servicing Study 
Stormwater Management Study 
Noise Assessment 
Odour Assessment 

November 17, 2016 GHD Limited  site plan 

 functional servicing 

 stormwater management 

 noise modeling 

 odour modeling 

 site layout 

 permitting 

 site access 

 required approvals 

 buffer distances 

 setbacks 
 

Excerpt from the Planning Justification Report 
(pages 34, 35): 
 
A description of the Site based on the findings from these and 
other additional studies is provided, as are details surrounding 
the siting and sizing of the ERRC footprint, components, 
proposed layout, and the provision of Site servicing. An overall 
development strategy is also presented, outlining the 
anticipated approach and staging/timing of procurement, Site 
Plan approval, building permits, construction, and operations. 
 
Preliminary details have also been provided on how the ERRC 
will obtain environmental compliance approval (ECA) from the 
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC), 
and how regulations surrounding the management of 
stormwater, noise, and odour will be met. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/10.%20Scoped%20Environmental%20Impact%20Study.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/7.%20Facility%20Characteristics%20Report.pdf
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Summary of Technical Studies – 2976 Horseshoe Valley Road West, Springwater (to November 2016) continued 

Report Name Date Author Keywords Description/Methodology 

Hydrogeological Assessment November 15, 2016 GHD Limited  hydrogeology 

 groundwater 

 surface water 

 monitoring wells 

 soil 

 boreholes 

 drilling 

Excerpt from the Planning Justification Report (page 35): 
 
The objective of this assessment was to: 
 

 Assess current groundwater conditions, including 
quantification of potential impacts to the local groundwater 
regime (quality and quantity), and groundwater supply for 
the development. 

 Identify hydrologically-sensitive features for 
recharge/discharge function protection (i.e., wetlands 
and/or watercourses). 

 A water balance analysis to estimate the groundwater 
recharge potential at the Site, under predevelopment and 
proposed post development conditions. 

 Determine the requirement and options for groundwater 
control during construction and required approvals. 

 
It should be noted that areas designated under the Source 
Water Protection Plan were avoided. 
 

Stage 1 & 2 Archaeological 
Assessment  
 
Stage 3 Site Specific Assessment 
 
Stage 3 Site Specific Assessment – 
Supplementary Documentation 

November 16, 2017 
 
 
November 11, 2017 
 
November 11, 2017 

ASI –
Archaeological 
& Cultural 
Heritage 
Services 

 Archaeology 

 historical context 

 test pits 

 pioneer homestead 

 archaeological find 

 artifacts 

 Gribbin site 

 Stage 4 mitigation 

Excerpt from the Planning Justification Report (page 36): 
 
ASI completed the required archaeological assessments, as 
required, in order to ensure avoidance of any archaeological 
finds. Development of the Site is not anticipated to have an 
adverse impact on groundwater or surface. A Stage 1 and 2 
Archaeological Assessment identified a particular area in close 
proximity to the proposed ERRC and therefore, a Stage 3 Site 
Specific Assessment was undertaken. 
 
The site was subject to the excavation of one meter square test 
units over the locations of positive Stage 2 test pits. Test unit 
excavation began September 12, 2016 and continued until 
September 16, 2016. Thirty-two one-metre test units were 
excavated over an area approximately 40 m E-W by 40 m N-S. 
A total of 1,726 Euro-Canadian historical artifacts was 
recovered during the Stage 3 assessment of this site. One 
potential feature was documented. 
 
Archival research supported by the recovered artifact 
assemblage and excavation indicates that the Gribbin site 
represents a mid-nineteenth century Euro-Canadian 
archaeological resource with cultural heritage value or interest. 
The County has demonstrated that they are willing to protect 
the Gribbin site from further impacts. The County did so by 
shifting the ERRC footprint to avoid the Gribbin site altogether. 
 

 

http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/8.%20Hydrogeological%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/3.%20Archaeological%20Assessment_Stage%201%20and%202.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/3.%20Archaeological%20Assessment_Stage%201%20and%202.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/4.%20Archaeological%20Assessment_Stage%203.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/5.%20Archaeological%20Assessment_Stage%203_Supplementary%20Information.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/5.%20Archaeological%20Assessment_Stage%203_Supplementary%20Information.pdf
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Summary of Technical Studies – 2976 Horseshoe Valley Road West, Springwater (to November 2016) continued 

Report Name Date Author Keywords Description/Methodology 

Cultural Heritage Resource 
Assessment:  Built Heritage 
Resources and Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes 

August 2016 (Revised 
November 2016) 

ASI –
Archaeological 
& Cultural 
Heritage 
Services 

 Cultural Heritage 

 stone foundation 

 Apto (St. Patrick’s) 
Cemetery 

 farmstead 

Excerpt from the Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment 
(page 2): 
 
For the purposes of this assessment, the term cultural heritage 
resources was used to describe both cultural heritage 
landscapes and built heritage resources. A cultural landscape 
is perceived as a collection of individual built heritage 
resources and other related features that together form farm 
complexes, roadscapes and nucleated settlements. Built 
heritage resources are typically individual buildings or 
structures that may be associated with a variety of human 
activities, such as historical settlement and patterns of 
architectural development. 
 

Traffic Impact Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2016 MMM Group 
Limited 

 traffic 

 Horseshoe Valley Road 

 road improvements 

 level of service (LOS) 
 site access 

Excerpt from the Traffic Impact Assessment (page 4): 
 

The main objectives of this study are to: 
 
 Evaluate if there are any adverse impacts on the local road 

network related to the proposed ERRC, primarily the MMF 
and OPF since the “Other” component is not expected to 
generate much, if any, additional traffic; 

 Evaluate the proposed site access location in terms of 
compliance with the requirement for stopping sight 
distance; 

 Determine the intersection control type for the site access; 
and 

 Identify the lane configurations for the site access. 
 

 

http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/6.%20Cultural%20Heritage%20Resource%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/6.%20Cultural%20Heritage%20Resource%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/6.%20Cultural%20Heritage%20Resource%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/6.%20Cultural%20Heritage%20Resource%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/Planning/Documents/11.%20Traffic%20Impact%20Study.pdf

