
During staff appreciation week, many fun activities were offered 
to staff. Above, Michelle and Mario joined in on the fun by helping 
make the longest paper chain measuring longer 1,327 feet. 
Staff enjoyed a continental breakfast and ice cream and also 
participated in a Jazzy Jar and Candy Jar contest. Thank you to 
each and every one for a fun-filled week and all that you do to 
make our home super special!

Quality Improvement Plan
April was the official kick off for our 2017-
2018 Quality Improvement Plan. This 
information is based on our publicly reported 
indicators. We are striving to reduce our 
indicators for falls, restraints, worsening 
pressure ulcers, psychotropic medication use 
without a diagnosis and avoidable ED visits 
by 10% in order to be closer to the provincial 
average. Updates will be provided quarterly 
on the Home Quality Board.

Weather Dampens Asparagus Crop
Simcoe Manor has always served fresh 
local Ontario asparagus and supported 
the Simcoe County’s Food and Agriculture 
Charter. However, due to poor weather and 
higher costs, we will not be purchasing fresh 
asparagus this season.

Montessori Rooms Update
The PSS staff have been diligently working 
hard to enhance many Montessori rooms 
and stations. Since January they have raised 
$1,000 and as a result have been able to 
put together the following: Travel Corner, 
Bird Sanctuary, Art Gallery, Workshop, a 
Relaxation Room, Dress up Area and Music/
Reading Corners. The staff also visited 
community Montessori schools to learn 
more about the program. 
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Mitchell, Rosa, and Rebecca during 
our “Magical Moments” Appreciation 
Dinner. It was a fun-filled evening with 
a delicious four course meal, espresso 
coffee bar station, candy station and 
a hilarious magic act. Student Kaitlyn 
refills the chocolate fountain.



Dates to Remember
• “Change the World” Garden 

Clean Up - June 10
• Zoo Tech - July 13
• Mr. Frostee’s Ice Cream Truck – 

July 24 and August 21

• Bradford Progressive Day Care 
Students Visit in July  
and August

• Garden Party with Steel 
Drummer – August 21 

• Family Information Night – 
September 12

• Our next Volunteer Education 
Night is September 26. Hope to 
see you there!

Book Sale Fundraiser
United Way Book Sale Fundraiser underway. 
Many great finds. Come out and purchase 
a good read and/or donate a few books. 
Please contact Jane at ext. 5001.

Dietary Education Day
Dietary staff attended the Complete 
Purchasing Education Day where the key 
note speaker spoke about the “International 
Dysphagia Diet Standardisation Initiative” 
and sampled foods provided by vendors. 

New Care Plan
The roll out of new Care Plan took place in 
April, whereby the resident Care Plans have 
been revamped. This includes less technical, 
and more resident specific, language 
incorporating the history of the resident as 
well as their wishes. 

Volunteer Database
The PSS supervisors continue to update the 
volunteer database sequentially to access 
information and forms in a more practical 
manner. As a result, all Program staff are 
utilizing a new web-based system “VicNet”.

Bike Rack
Bike Rack has been purchased and will be 
placed in the front parking lot area. If you 
wish to ride your bike, please feel free to use 
our new rack to secure your bike. 
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Left PSS staff Edward and Sherri showcase the new relaxation cart 
recently implemented on all units. Right, PSW Nancy with resident 
Sally.

Left, residents Shirley and Diane enjoy a Canada Day craft. Right, 
Housekeeping staff Cindy and dietary staff Janice helping out in the 
front lobby.

Milk Bag Recycling Program 
Seeing an opportunity to help the Social Justice Team at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic School, Simcoe Manor is collecting milk bags as a very 
ambitious project. Students make the milk bags into sleep mats to be sent 
to third world countries. To date we have delivered four large recycle bags; 
two weeks’ worth of milk bags fills one large recycle bag.  



Fresh Faces
Sabrina Kubica  (PSW) 
Emily Smith (PSW)
Michelle Papna  (RN)
Helen Brown (RN)
Heather Atkinson (RN)

Our Commitment to You
A Message from Jane Sinclair, GM, Health & Emergency Services

Jane Sinclair
General ManagerW

e hope everyone is 
enjoying the spring 
sunshine and looking 
forward to the warmer 

months of summer.  
We are excited to bring you the 

most recent updates about what’s 
happening in your home, as we 
continue working hard to ensure 
the highest quality of care for our 
residents.

National Nursing Week is an event 
that is celebrated internationally each 
year to coincide with the anniversary 
of Florence Nightingale’s birthday on 
May 12.  

The 2017 celebration of nurses 
were promoted under the theme 
“#YESThisIsNursing” and took place 
during the week of May 8 to May 14. 
The County of Simcoe Long Term Care 
and Seniors Services department 
held various events and receptions 
throughout this week supporting 
and celebrating all of our staff for the 
wonderful care and services that they 
provide to our residents.  

Thank you. 
June is Seniors Month, and 2017 

marks the 33rd annual Seniors Month 
in Ontario. 

The Ontario Seniors’ Secretariat has 
identified this year’s theme as “Living 
Your Best Life”.  It’s a fitting theme that 
encourages and supports seniors to be 
fully engaged in their lives. 

 It is the seniors of our communities 
who contributed their time and talents 
to guide and build what Simcoe 
County is today.   

As a provider of services to 
seniors, the County of Simcoe is 
proud to honour seniors living in our 
communities across the County and 
particularly those living in our four 
long term care homes, along with our 
Senior Services and those participating 
in our adult day programs.

The Building an Age-Friendly Simcoe 
County -  2016 Community Needs 
Assessment – Executive Summary 
Report has been completed and can 
be viewed on our County of Simcoe 
Age-Friendly Community website.  

This Executive Summary contains 
the background to the County of 
Simcoe’s efforts to create Age-

Friendly Communities, compiles and 
synthesizes the common themes 
from the extensive engagement 
studies held with our older adults, 
their families and the many agencies 
and organizations that support 
seniors, and provides highlights for 
areas of future consideration and 
development.  

Overall, research indicates that 
older adults consider Simcoe County 
a positive place to live and feel 
that our communities are friendly, 
contain vast amount of green 
spaces and local trails, seniors feel 
respected, and really value the 
sense of safety and social rapport 
shared among the community.  
Though this study received feedback 
and recommendations in all eight 
community dimensions as defined by 
the World Health Organization (WHO), 
themes for continued development 
across the County focused on four key 
areas: transportation, communication 
and information, affordability, and 
accessibility.  

This year we mark Canada’s 150th 
Birthday and we’ll be celebrating at 
our homes.  Watch for events at your 
home in the coming months.  
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Julie Huberty (Housekeeping Aide)
Samuela Huberty (Housekeeping Aide)
Katie Drury (Dietary Aide)
Rebecca Drury (Dietary Aide)
Nicole McDonald (Physiotherapy Assistant)

Hasmukh Patel (Physiotherapy Assistant)
Rebecca Warrian (Student)
Gabrielle Beaulieu (Student)
Kieran Wall (Student)



Did You Know...
Simcoe has more than 80 volunteers? 

Thank you to all our volunteers for their continued support and commitment. Volunteers committed to more 
than 19,770 hours in 2016. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Rosa at extension 5080. 

Management Team call 905-729-2267 for more information

Gerry Marshall
Warden

Mark Aitken
CAO

Jane Sinclair
General Manager

County Administration Team

Janina Grabowski
Acting Administrator
Ext. 5200

Rosa Athanassoulis
Program & Support 
Service Supervisor
Ext. 5080

Christina Turunen
Acting Director 
of Care
Ext. 5199

Ronjoy Deb
Dietary Supervisor
Ext. 5180

Jim McGinty
Environmental
Services Supervisor
Ext. 5100

Nurse Manager
Ext. 5010
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Now that the warmer weather has arrived, Simcoe Manor cooks, 
including Janice, above, have been utilizing the BBQ to prepare 
some resident meals. 

Seniors’ Month Celebrations
• June 1 - St. Paul’s Seniors’ tea
• June 4 - Music with children 
• June 4 - Resident’s Council bake sale
• June 6 - Ice cream social with Bob Cook
• June 15 - Barrie brewery outing
• June 19 - Celebration at Sunset Manor
• June 20 - Swiss Chalet Show and Shine
• June 22 - Mr. Frostee ice cream
• June 29 - Songs of the Decade  

with Linda Williams
• June 30 - Canada Day Celebration  

with David Pegg


