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Cal Patterson, Warden

Mark Aitken, Chief Administrative Officer

Recognizing our roots
Penetanguishene Road 

is one of the oldest roads 
in Ontario, and has 
played a significant role 
in both the 
development 
of Canada 
and Simcoe 
County.  

The road 
was originally 
constructed 
out of military necessity 
as a result of the War of 
1812, and envisioned as 

an alternative fur trade 
route; it did not serve its 
intended purpose, but did 
prove useful in promot-

ing settlement 
in Simcoe 
County.

To recognize 
the Pene-
tanguishene 
Road’s role 
in the War of 

1812/14 and to mark the 
bicentennial of the start 
of its construction in 

1814, the County of Sim-
coe, in partnership with 
the Historic Penetan-
guishene Road Working 
Committee, will place 
commemorative signage 
along the route. 

This effort is part of a 
broader set of initiatives 
in conjunction with local 
municipalities and volun-
teer groups to highlight 
the significance of the 
Penetanguishene Road. 

CCW 14-121
Simcoe County Warden Cal Patterson, right,  and championship curler Glenn Howard greet guests at the second-annual Warden’s Bon-
spiel. The event raised $13,600 in support of the County of Simcoe’s Georgian Village Fundraising Campaign. 

Championship curlers Glenn Howard and 
Sherry Middaugh joined Warden Cal Patterson 
during the second-annual Warden’s Bonspiel.

Twenty teams participated in the Bonspiel, on 
March 19, 2014 at the Penetanguishene Curling 
Club, raising a total of $13,600 to support the 

County of Simcoe’s Georgian Village Fund-
raising Campaign.

Continued on Page 2

Rock on! 

A War of 1812 re-enactor takes part in Night at the Museum festivities at the Simcoe County 
Museum in June 2012. The County is partnering with the Historic Penetanguishene Road 
Working Committee to erect signage along County Road 93 to recognize the road’s significant 
role in Simcoe County’s history, including the War of 1812.  

Special 
meeting  
of Council

Strategic planning is a disci-
plined approach to develop fun-
damental decisions and actions 
that shape and guide an organi-
zation’s future.  

The County’s strategic plan-
ning process involves a sequence 
of activities, including reaffir-
mation or redevelopment of the 
corporation’s vision, mission, 
and values, and also involves 
evaluation and prioritization of 
the organization’s current objec-
tives and capabilities.  

The strategic planning discus-
sions also develop Council’s 
directions and define appropriate 
assumptions for the development 
of future budget documents.

Council will meet for the 2014 
strategic planning session June 
3 at the Simcoe County Mu-
seum to discuss and reaffirm the 
directions established in 2013. If 
necessary, Council may schedule 
additional sessions. 

Information from Council as 
a result will provide direction to 
staff in the development of the 
2015 budget, as well as form 
the basis of the goals of County 
Council and the long-term stra-
tegic and financial plan for the 
Corporation.

CCW 14-115

Bonspiel raises bucks  
for Georgian Village
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Museum joins Heritage Week 2014 celebrations
Representatives from 

the Museum participated 
in Heritage Week 2014, 
an event co-ordinated by 
Ontario Heritage Trust 
and held at the Base Bor-

den Military Museum. 
The theme was Re-

membering the First 
World War: Ontario in 
Transition. 

Costumed interpreters 

setup a display of First 
World War artifacts and 
information from the 
Museum’s permanent 
collection.

CCW 14-131

War of 1812 signage to be erected along County Road 93



page 2 COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE page 3

Twenty teams participated in the second-annual Warden’s Bonspiel, held on March 19, 2014 at the Penetanguishene Curling Club, raising a 
total of $13,600 in support of the County of Simcoe’s Georgian Village Fundraising Campaign.

Local Immigration Partnership raises 
awareness of cultural competency 

The Simcoe County Local 
Immigration Partnership 
hosted a Cultural Compe-
tency Learning Symposium 
“Learning Together, Grow-
ing Together”, on Tuesday, 
March 18, 2014.

The Symposium, attended 
by more than 170 delegates, 
was designed to inform and 
educate local business own-
ers and stakeholders about 
serving and working with 
newcomers in our communi-
ties. 

Exhibits, workshops and 
keynote presentations were 
held throughout the day and 
covered a wide-range of 
topics. Highlights included 
presentations from Win-
nie Wong, ranked one of 
Canada’s Top 25 Immigrants 
in 2013 by Canadian Immi-
grant Magazine, an address 
from Superintendent Charles 
Cox, Ontario Provincial 
Police, and an informative 
discussion by a panel of 
newcomers living in Simcoe 
County. 

“With our diversity, open-
ness and abundant oppor-
tunities, Simcoe County is 
an attractive destination for 
newcomers to call home,” 
said Warden Cal Patterson. 
“Programs and events, such 
as this symposium, benefit 
the entire region as they 
further educate our residents 

and service providers about 
how to work with newcom-
ers for the greater good of 
our economy, labour force 
and communities.”  

The symposium aligns 
with the Welcoming Com-
munities 
Framework, 
a recom-
mendation of 
the commu-
nity settlement 
strategy. The 
Framework 
provides 
suggestions, 
tips and checklists to help 
stakeholders in our com-
munities reach out to and 

welcome immigrants in our 
communities. The document 
was introduced to the public 
during the symposium.

“It is vital that our com-
munity stakeholders and 
businesses adapt to changes 

in our popula-
tion and labour 
force,” said 
Sandra Lee, 
Project Man-
ager, County of 
Simcoe Local 
Immigration 
Partnership. 
“The Cultural 

Competency Symposium 
was a tremendous success 
and we look forward to con-

tinuing to implement strate-
gies from the Welcoming 
Communities Framework to 
enhance our regional cultural 
competency.”

The Simcoe County Local 
Immigration Partnership is 
funded by Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada. The 
Partnership Council is com-
prised of numerous commu-
nity leaders, including rep-
resentatives from education, 
policing, libraries, economic 
development, health, housing, 
family counselling and sup-
ports, employment services, 
settlement services, govern-
ment, and the United Way of 
Greater Simcoe County.

Symposium designed to inform and educate local business owners and stakeholders

Gurpal Bhatti shares his personal success story as part of the Newcomer Panel at the Simcoe County 
Local Immigration Partnership’s Cultural Competency Learning Symposium.

“With our diversity, 
openness and abundant 
opportunities, Simcoe 
County is an attractive 

destination for newcomers 
to call home.”
Cal Patterson

Continued from Page 1 
Proceeds will be used to 

help complete major projects 
including the Village wood-
working area, fitness room 
and therapeutic pool, and 
Georgian Blooms Green-
house. Georgian Village is 
the County’s new seniors 
lifestyle community in the 

Town of Penetanguishene. 
With a focus on aging-in-
place, Georgian Village 
campus offers a continuum 
of housing options to help 
seniors find the kind of care 
they need for whatever stage 
of life they are in.

“I am very pleased with 
the outcome of the Warden’s 

Bonspiel and thankful to all 
our generous sponsors and 
participants,” said Warden 
Cal Patterson. “Georgian 
Village provides its residents 
and the surrounding commu-
nity with world-class servic-
es and amenities. Fundrais-
ing has played a huge role 
in making Georgian Village 

one of Ontario’s top seniors 
communities.” 

As part of the fundraising 
efforts, the Georgian Village 
Fundraising Committee held 
a Municipal Challenge for 
County of Simcoe member 
municipalities. Clearview 
Township captured first 
place, raising $1,005.

Warden’s Bonspiel

County to explore source water protection options
Under the Clean Water 

Act, the Lake Simcoe Re-
gion Conservation Author-
ity (LSRCA) has developed 
a source water protection 
plan for the Nottawasaga 
Valley, Lake Simcoe, and 
Severn watersheds to imple-
ment source water protec-
tion measures in Simcoe 

County. 
To help offset additional 

costs, funding has been 
allocated to each municipal-
ity within Simcoe County, 
along with the County of 
Simcoe, contingent on 
meeting the criteria for eli-
gible activities and a signed 
agreement.

Under the Source Protec-
tion Municipal Implementa-
tion Fund, the County of 
Simcoe was successful in 
receiving $47,809 with a 
formal agreement signed 
on January 9, 2014.  The 
County may qualify for 
additional funding through 
collaborative measures with 

member municipalities.          
The funds may only be 

spent on eligible activities 
and may be undertaken 
by the County or on the 
County’s behalf, including 
risk management, land use 
policies, education, and 
outreach.

CCW 14-123
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