
County of Simcoe
1110 Highway 26,  
Midhurst, Ontario   L0L 1X0
705-726-9300

Director, Corporate Communications 
Allan.Greenwood@simcoe.ca
705-726-9300 Extension 1230

Allan Greenwood, Editor
CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS Text:  Municipal and media 

reproduction permission 
granted. 
Logos, wordmarks, 
identifiers, non-stock 
photographic images: 
© 2015 The Corporation 
of the County of Simcoe

The County Clerk’s Dept. maintains the official record for all 
County government proceedings. This publication is intended 

to identify highlights of Committee and Council meetings.

For more information on the County of Simcoe  
and our programs and services, please visit simcoe.ca

For media inquiries, contact communications@simcoe.ca
CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT

PAGE 4 COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE

Gerry Marshall, Warden

Mark Aitken, Chief Administrative Officer

Update
ISSUE 74   I   March 2015

C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L

Warden Gerry Marshall hosted the 
Warden’s Ski Day on March 12, 2015 
to raise funds for long-term care and 

seniors’ services in Simcoe County. 
Participants enjoyed a beautiful bluebird 

day on the slopes at Mount St. Louis 
Moonstone, helping raise approximately 

$10,000 to support the County of 
Simcoe’s Georgian Village Fundraising 

Campaign. 
Continued on Page 4

Warden’s Ski Day raises funds  
for projects at Georgian Village

Deputy Warden Terry Dowdall addresses 
guests at the Warden’s Ski Day on March 
12. Left, Tiny Township Mayor George 
Cornell hits the slopes.

Participants enjoyed a beautiful 
day on the slopes at Mount 
St. Louis Moonstone, helping 
raise approximately $10,000 to 
support the County of Simcoe’s 
Georgian Village Fundraising 
Campaign. 

WARDEN’S SKI DAY
Proceeds will be used 

to help complete major 
projects at Georgian 
Village, including the 
Village Woodworking 
area, Georgian Blooms 
Greenhouse, and a 
Therapeutic Pool—which 
will be part of the new 
Fitness Centre that opened 
in late 2014 as a direct 
result of funds raised by 
the campaign.

“I want to express 
gratitude to all our 
sponsors for continuing to 
support community-based 
projects at Georgian Village 
and thank all our skiers 
for hitting the slopes for a 
great cause,” said Warden 
Gerry Marshall. “With an 
aging population, it is 
important that we make 
strategic investments in 
long-term care and seniors’ 
services to maintain a high 
quality of life for all our 
residents. These projects 
wouldn’t be possible 
without fundraising efforts 
and generous support from 
our partners.”

Georgian Village opened 
in 2013 and is a state-
of-the-art seniors lifestyle 
community in the Town of 
Penetanguishene. With a 
focus on aging-in-place, 
Georgian Village campus 
offers a continuum of 
housing options to help 

seniors find the kind 
of care they need for 
whatever stage of life they 
are in. In 2014, 
the County 
of Simcoe 
received the 
prestigious 
Peter J. 
Marshall Award 
from the 
Association of 
Municipalities 
Ontario 
(AMO) for the 
Georgian Village 
Redevelopment 
project. 
The Peter 
J. Marshall Award 
recognizes those 
municipal governments 

demonstrating excellence 
in the use of innovative 
approaches to improve 

capital and/
or operating 
efficiency, and 
to generate 
effectiveness 
through 
alternative 
service delivery 
initiatives and 
partnerships. 

Including 
proceeds 
raised through 
the Warden’s 
Fundspiel 
earlier this 

year, and the Warden’s Ski 
Day, the Georgian Village 
Fundraising Campaign 

has now raised more than 
$627,000. The Campaign 
goal is $807,000. 

“These projects 
wouldn’t be 

possible without 
fundraising 
efforts and 
generous 

support from  
our partners.”
Gerry Marshall

Warden

of Support
Mountain
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County 
supports

Oro church 
restoration 
The County of Simcoe 

is supporting the Journey 
to Freedom fundraising 
campaign to restore and 
preserve the historic Oro 
African Methodist Episcopal 
Church and cemetery, 
in the Township of Oro-
Medonte. 

The County has been 
instrumental in the 
preservation and restoration 
efforts of the church dating 
back to the 1940s. Once 
again, efforts to preserve 
this important piece of 
Canadiana are required to 
ensure future generations 
will have the chance to 
learn about the area’s rich 
history. 

Recently, the County 
provided $10,000 in 
funding as part of the 2014 
Historical and Cultural Grant 
Program, as well as an 
interest-free loan of more 
than $73,000.

“We are committed to 
supporting and preserving 
this valuable historical site, 
proud of its heritage and 
proud to be a long-term 
partner in restoring the 
church,” said Warden Gerry 
Marshall. 

Ramara Mayor Basil Clarke, left, and Ramara Deputy Mayor John O’Donnell, centre, accept the 
Warden’s Fundspiel Municipal Challenge Trophy from Warden Gerry Marshall.  Eighteen teams 
participated in the annual event at the Penetanguishene Curling Club, raising more than $12,000 to 
support the County of Simcoe’s Georgian Village Fundraising Campaign.

Local Immigration Partnership update
The County of Simcoe 

entered into an agreement 
with Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada 
(CIC) in 2011 to establish 
a Local Immigration 
Partnership in Simcoe 
County, one of 35 in 
Ontario.

The initial activities 
of the LIP included 
the development of a 
Partnership Council, 
and research leading 
to the publication of a 
Community Settlement 
Strategy - launched in 
October 2012. 

The LIP has collaborated 
with community 
stakeholders to implement 
recommendations of the 
strategy. 

This work has been 
accomplished through 
ongoing meetings of the 
Partnership Council, two 
sub councils, and other 
working groups. Highlights 
include:
•	 Annual Newcomer 

Recognition Awards
•	 Quarterly newsletter
•	 Capacity-building 

activities with ethno- 
cultural and faith-

based organizations
•	 Four awareness 

raising activities for 
the employment and 
business development 
sector

•	 Community Forum
•	 Research project 

designed to explore 
barriers hindering 
immigrants’ use of 
funded employment 
services

•	 Pilot project to 
establish libraries as 
welcoming community 
hubs.

CCW 15-097

Working with regional libraries to create welcoming hubs

HOSPITAL ALLIANCE

County of Simcoe Warden Gerry Marshall, bottom right, addresses the crowd at the Hospital Alliance 
appreciation breakfast at the County of Simcoe Administration Centre. Top, the County presented the 
Alliance with a cheque for $3 million as part of its ongoing funding commitment. Left, Janice Skot, 
president and CEO of Royal Victoria Regional Health Centre and Chair of the Simcoe County Hospital 
Alliance, and Guy Chartrand, President and CEO of Collingwood General and Marine Hospital and 
incoming Chair of the Simcoe County Hospital Alliance, provided County Council with an update on 
hospital operations and funding.

Museum  
Update
City of Barrie’s Winterfest

Museum staff 
participated in the 
City of Barrie’s annual 
Winterfest celebrations, 
February 7-8. To 
promote the new 
temporary exhibit, 
Game Over? The Story 
of Arcades, museum 
staff provided visitors 
with a chance to play a 
variety of arcade-themed 
games and handed 
out prize packs to daily 
winners.

Marketing Study
Lord Cultural 

Resources, a museum 
consulting firm, began 
a Council-directed 
marketing study 
in February. When 
completed it will 
serve as a guide to 
increase awareness, 
visitation, revenue, and 
digital engagement.  
Stakeholder consultation 
began in February and 
continued into March. 
Input is being collected 
from members of County 
Council and appointees, 
Museum partners, 
members, volunteers 
and staff, as well as the 
general public through 
interviews, surveys, the 
County’s website, and 
social media.

CCW 15-101

The County of Simcoe 
knows how to host a 
party. 

Festivals and Events 
Ontario (FEO), an 
educational, marketing, 
and advocacy services 
organization, recently 
announced its 2015 top 
festivals and events in 
Ontario, placing seven 
County of Simcoe and 
area events in the top 100. 
•	 Carrot Fest (Bradford)
•	 International Plowing 

Match (Ivy)
•	 Alliston Potato 

Festival (Alliston)
•	 Barrie Automotive 

Flea Market  
(Oro-Medonte)

•	 Collingwood Elvis 
Festival (Collingwood)

•	 First Light at  
Saint-Marie among 
the Hurons  
(Tay Township)

•	 Barrie Winterfest 
(Barrie)

The International Plowing 
Match also received a 
Level of Distinction from 
the FEO.

The organization named 

the Town of Collingwood 
one of two winners as 
Municipality of the Year 
(population less than 
50,000). 

Collingwood was also 
recognized for its Elvis 
Festival advertising 
campaign.

The FEO also announced 
its Achievement Award 
winners. Clearview 
Township’s Small Halls 
Festival was named Best 
New Festival or Event in 
the $100,000-$500,000 
category.

Local festivals named among Ontario’s best
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