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Cal Patterson, Warden

Mark Aitken, Chief Administrative Officer

County of Simcoe Warden Cal Patterson (right, with cheque) was joined by members of County Council, Georgian College President and 
CEO MaryLynn West-Moynes (centre, with cheque), and Paramedic Garrett Hookey for a special cheque presentation before County Council 
June 24. The $500,000 cheque represents the latest in the County’s investment in the region’s post-secondary institutions.

Museum  
Update
Quilt Competition

The International Plowing 
Match Quilt Tent Commit-
tee and the Simcoe County 
Museum held a quilt com-
petition May 9 and 10. 
More than 100 quilts were 
entered in the competition, 
with more than 550 people 
attending to vote for their 
favourites. 

Doors Open Orillia
Museum staff participated 

in Doors Open Orillia on 
May 24. This year’s theme 
was Commemorating the 
First World War. Held at the 
Orillia Public Library, the 
Museum display included 
a selection of artifacts and 
information highlighting 
Simcoe County soldiers 
who fought in the war.
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Recent severe weather in 
our region has highlighted 
the importance of being 
prepared for emergencies 
and disasters. 

The County of Simcoe 
Emergency Management 
program leads emergency 
preparedness training 
for the public across the 
region.

One of the educational 
programs Simcoe County 
Emergency Management 
offers, in partnership with 
local fire services, is the 
Student Emergency Pre-
paredness (STEP) program.

Launched during Emer-
gency Preparedness Week 
in May 2012, the STEP 
program introduces stu-
dents to the types of emer-
gencies to prepare for in 
Simcoe County, including 

tornadoes, floods, extreme 
weather, chemical spills, 
and power outages. 

It also helps students learn 
to create a family emer-
gency plan, and shows them 
what to include in an emer-

gency preparedness kit. 
Students are then encour-

aged to teach their parents 
and families about what 
they have leaned and create 
an emergency preparedness 
kit for their homes.

Taking emergencies to class
County educates students about preparedness

Rob Heffernan, Training and Promotions Co-ordinator at the County 
of Simcoe (right), presents Connor Neil with a Red Cross 72-Hour 
Emergency Disaster Kit for entering the County’s spring 2014 
Student Emergency Preparedness Program (STEP).

2013 Centralized Waitlist Report
The 2013 Centralized 

Waitlist Report provides 
statistics on the total num-
ber of households on the 
for rent-geared-to-income 
waitlist, as well as informa-
tion about type, municipal-
ity, and bedroom size. 

It also includes a provin-
cial waitlist perspective 

and identifies issues related 
to the anticipated growth 
pressures in Simcoe Coun-
ty, one of the fastest grow-
ing regions in the province.  
As our population grows, 
it is expected this need will 
expand.

The County has approxi-
mately 3,000 available 

rent-geared-to-income 
units; however, our waitlist 
management has referral 
access to 2,772 units, as 
former federal providers 
are not mandated to partici-
pate in the central waitlist 
system. 

The total number of ap-
plicants on the waitlist at 

the end of 2013 was 2,800, 
an overall increase of 2.7% 
from 2,725 in 2012. 

In 2013, there were 1,561 
new applications pro-
cessed, up from 1,454 in 
2012. The increase of new 
applications is consistent 
with the five-year trend. 
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Friends of the Huronia 
Lookout Committee hosted 
the official unveiling and 
Ojibway naming of the 
bronze Huronia Lookout 
icon June 12 at the Sim-
coe County Museum. The 

Ojibway name of the icon is 
Wiidookdaadiwin, an Ojib-
way word meaning “working 
together and helping one 
another”.

Warden Cal Patterson 
was joined by Chippewa 

Tri-Council Chiefs Sharon 
Stinson Henry of Rama First 
Nation, Roland Monague of 
Beausoleil First Nation, and 
Donna Big Canoe of Georgi-
na Island First Nation, along 
with Deputy Mayor Dan 

McLean from the Township 
of Springwater, and Friends 
of Huronia lookout Co-
Chairs Tony Guergis, Harold 
Parker, and other guests for 
the ceremony.

Continued on Page 2

Huronia Lookout Icon unveiled
Bronze statue is on display at Simcoe County Museum
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County of Simcoe Warden Cal Patterson, top left, ad-
dresses the crowd during the official unveiling of the 
Huronia Lookout Icon at the Simcoe County Museum. 
Among those joining Warden Patterson at the event 
were Councillor Dan McLean, bottom left, and icon art-
ist Marlene Hilton Moore.  Above, a First Nations dancer 
takes part in the celebration.

Huronia Lookout Icon
Continued from Page 1
“Today’s unveiling is a true 

testament to the strength in 
partnership between all the 
organizations, associations 
and individuals that worked 
so passionately to make this 
day possible,” said Warden 
Cal Patterson. “I congratulate 
everyone involved and I’m 
proud that this accomplish-
ment will enhance residents’ 
and tourists’ understanding 
of the natural and historic 
significance of the land at the 
Huronia Lookout.” 

“This is a tremendous 
accomplishment and a true 
demonstration of how we are 
connecting communities in 

word, in art, and in a place,” 
said Tony Guergis, Friends 
of the Huronia Lookout 
Committee Co-Chair and 
former War-
den of Sim-
coe County. 
“We set out 
with a goal 
to respect 
the past, the 
present, and 
the future 
and I want 
to thank all 
our volun-
teers, committee members, 
partners, financial supporters 
and sponsors for helping us 
achieve our objectives. We 

are also extremely grate-
ful that our First Nations 
partners have embraced this 
initiative by offering the 

symbolic 
icon name 
Wiidook-
daadiwin.” 

The icon 
was created 
by renowned 
artist and 
Simcoe 
County 
resident Mar-
lene Hilton 

Moore. It was financed in 
part by the Government of 
Canada’s Canadian Heri-
tage Building Communities 

through Arts and Heritage 
Program’s Legacy Fund. The 
icon is currently on display 
on the front lawn of the Sim-
coe County Museum. 

The Friends of the Hu-
ronia Lookout Committee 
is comprised of representa-
tives from the Chippewa 
Tri-Council; Rotary Clubs of 
Barrie – Barrie Rotary Club, 
Huronia Rotary Club, and 
Kempenfelt Rotary Club; 
Friends of the Minesing 
Wetlands; Friends of His-
toric Fort Willow; Notta-
wasaga Valley Conservation 
Authority; the Township of 
Springwater; and the County 
of Simcoe.

“Today’s unveiling is a true 
testament to the strength in 
partnership between all the 
organizations, associations 
and individuals that worked 

so passionately to make 
this day possible.”

Warden Cal Patterson

In support of the Govern-
ment of Ontario’s Local 
Food Act, 2013, the County 
of Simcoe recognized Local 
Food Week in June.

The Local Food Act seeks 
to foster successful and re-
silient local food economies 
and food systems across 
Ontario by 
increasing 
awareness of 
local food, 
while devel-
oping new 
markets for 
the produc-
tion and retail of local food 
and food products.

“The Simcoe County 
Food and Agriculture Char-
ter supports actions that 
will create a vibrant local 
food system for County 
residents,” said Warden Cal 
Patterson, who proclaimed 
the week of June 1 as Lo-
cal Food Week in Simcoe 
County. “Local Food Week 

provides another opportuni-
ty to celebrate the achieve-
ments of our local agri-food 
sector.”

Local Food Week can 
be enjoyed in a variety of 
ways, such as shopping at 
one of the County’s many 
farmers’ markets or local 

food retailers, 
dining at a 
restaurant that 
specializes in 
local food, or 
visiting fpa.
simcoe.ca to 
endorse the 

Simcoe County Food and 
Agriculture Charter.

“Supporting our local 
food system strengthens the 
local economy and works 
to secure sustainable local 
food production for future 
generations,” said Warden 
Patterson. “I encourage resi-
dents to explore our local 
agri-food and agri-culinary 
sectors and learn more 

about the quality food and 
food products being pro-
duced in our community.”

Every year, Simcoe 
County Farm Fresh Market-
ing Association releases its 
Local Food Map to promote 
the many local farmers, 
food producers, restaurants, 

caterers, local food retail-
ers, and farmers’ markets all 
across Simcoe County. 

Visit simcoecountyfarm-
fresh.ca to learn more.

County supports local food systems
June 1-8 proclaimed Local Food Week

“Local Food Week  
provides another  

opportunity to celebrate  
the achievements of our 
local agri-food sector.”

Warden Cal Patterson

Since July 2013 the 
County of Simcoe’s en-
ergy management program 
has been responsible for 
$104,318 in cost savings, 
for a total of more than 
$300,000 in quantifiable 
savings or avoidances since 
January 2012.

These savings were 

achieved through a number 
of initiatives, including 
the implementation of five 
preventative maintenance 
contracts (saving $34,881), 
consolidating accounts in 
the energy management 
software (saving $3,600), 
work identified as not being 
completed by the vendors 

($11,512.65 in credits), 
implementation of domes-
tic hot water tracking and 
alarming through the build-
ing automation system for 
Long Term Care (saving 
$7,829), and Enbridge Gas 
Incentive cheques as part 
of the Honeywell Energy 
Retrofit Project (total of 

$18,241).
Funds budgeted for con-

sulting services between 
2013 and 2014 have been 
fully recouped through 
related savings in the first 
two years of the program. 
Ongoing annual savings are 
estimated at $130,000. 

CCW 14-251

Being green means savings for County
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