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C O U N T Y  C O U N C I LMuseum  
Update
Christmas, Past 
and Present

During Christmas Past 
and Present, more than 
630 visitors participated in 
crafts, games, activities, 
and entertainment that 
highlighted both old and 
new Christmas traditions.  
Activities included 
horse-drawn wagon 
rides, Victorian crafts, a 
recreation of the WWI 
Christmas Truce at the 
museum’s reproduction 
trench exhibit, and 
tours of the First Nation 
Longhouse, Spearin 
House, School, and 
Church.

On December 5, the 
event was sponsored 
by the Telus Acts of 
Caring Program. Visitors 
who attended that 
evening were offered 
complimentary admission, 
as well as Telus giveaways 
including hot chocolate, 
stuffed animals, hand 
warmers and texting 
gloves. Christmas 
Past and Present was 
organized by the Friends 
of the Simcoe County 
Museum, and all proceeds 
from the event support 
Friends’ projects.

CCW 15-038

Simcoe County Council 
approved a $432-million 
budget for 2015, which 
focuses on major capital 
expenditures, including 
County roads and related 
infrastructure, housing, and 
facilities.

The 2015 budget ensures 
the County remains on a 
path of long-term fiscal 
stability, while 
allowing for 
the expansion 
of health 
and social 
programs.

“Meeting the 
needs of our 
residents while 
remaining fiscally responsible 
and accountable is the top 
priority for our Council,” said 
Warden Gerry Marshall. 

Continued on Page 2

Council approves 
2015 Budget

County Council’s direction continues 
positive financial position going forward

“Meeting the needs of our 
residents while remaining fiscally 

responsible and accountable is 
the top priority for our Council.”

Warden Gerry Marshall

Marshall

The additional funding 
will result in municipal cost 
savings to the County 
homeless prevention 
programs and services. 

It is anticipated that it will 

result in municipal costs 
savings of $1,281,828 for 
the period April 1, 2014 to 
December 31, 2014, and 
has been included in the 
year end forecast.  The 

remaining $375,000 for 
the period January 1, 2015 
to March 31, 2015 has 
been included in the 2015 
budget. 

CCW 15-006   

CHPI FUNDING

Fall 2014 timber sales
In order to maintain 

forest health, improve 
timber values and achieve 
other objectives identified 
within the 20-year Forest 
Management Plan, 
approximately 500 to 600 
hectares of the County 
Forests are harvested 
annually.  

The standing timber is 
then sold to the highest 
bidder as per County 
policy. Further, much of 
the timber is processed 
locally, which contributes 
to the local economy.

The competitive 
bidding process resulted 
in multiple bids and 

very good prices for all 
tendered sales, resulting 
in $326,145 in revenue.

All revenues are applied 
to the Forestry Reserve, 
which is then reinvested 
in forestry operations 
and the acquisition of 
additional forest lands.

CCW 15-016

County of Simcoe Warden Gerry Marshall, left, presented Councillors Judith Cox, Doug Little, and Gord 
McKay with pins to honour their positions as committee chairs. 
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County of Simcoe Warden Gerry Marshall, right, accepts a gavel from Kevin Shanks of Sarjeant 
Insurance Company. Sarjeant has presented the incoming County Warden with the token of ap-
preciation for the past several terms. 

County  
to receive  

CHPI funding
The County of Simcoe 

will be receiving an 
additional one-time 
allocation of $1,656,829 
for 2014-15, bringing the 
County’s total Community 
Homelessness Prevention  
allocation from the 
province to $6,442,232. 

The additional one-
time CHPI funds are to 
be used for housing and 
homelessness related 
services and activities in 

accordance with 
CHPI Program 
Guidelines and 
the County’s CHPI 
Service Agreement. 

Continued on 
Page 4
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“The 2015 budget allows us to 
continue our investment in social 
and community services, health 
services, and capital infrastructure 
improvements, while improving 
on the many vital partnerships we 
share with municipal and community 
stakeholders.”

Residents will see an overall 1.06 per 
cent increase on the County portion of 
their municipal property taxes in 2015, 
an impact of approximately $3.23 per 
$100,000 of property assessment. 

SWM 
program 
receives
award

The Honourable Glen 
R. Murray, Minister of the 
Environment and Climate 
Change, has presented the 
County of Simcoe with his 
award for Environmental 
Excellence acknowledging 
the Learning & Living 
Green partnership program 
between the County and 
local School Boards. 

This prestigious award 
acknowledges leadership 
and innovation in 
environmental protection 
and recognizes 
home-grown 
environmental 
achievements in 
Ontario.

“I am 
extremely 
proud of our 
innovative and 
environmentally 
responsible 
solid waste 
management 
programs and 
I would like to 
thank the Province 
for recognizing this 
important initiative,” 
said Warden Gerry 
Marshall. 

Continued on Page 3

Budget Highlights
•	 Ontario Works $84 million
•	 Long Term Care and  

Seniors Services $50 million
•	 Transportation  

and Engineering $73 million
•	 Solid Waste Management  

$47 million
•	 Social Housing $43 million
•	 Paramedic Services $45 million
•	 Children and Community 

Services $34 million

2015 BUDGET

“The Learning & Living 
Green program is a 
shining example of how 
effective partnerships 
enable us to connect and 
engage with our residents 

to not only inform 
them about our 
services, but 

create positive 
change.”
The award 

was granted to the 
County of Simcoe 
from the Province 
for the Learning 
& Living Green 
program’s capacity 
to foster knowledge, 
values and behaviour 

change through 
innovation, promotion and 
outreach, which lead to 
environmental benefits.

Learning & Living Green 
is a unique program 
that provides education 
about recycling and 
organics collection to 
more than 100 local 
schools—pairing the 
same programs for waste 
diversion in our homes to 
those in the classroom. 

This is a partnership 
program co-ordinated 
by the County through 
five local school boards: 
Simcoe County District 
School Board; Simcoe 

Muskoka Catholic District 
School Board; Conseil 
scolaire de district 
catholique Centre-Sud; 
Conseil scolaire de 
district du Centre-Sud-
Ouest;and the Protestant 
Separate School Board.

The Learning & Living 
Green program was 
introduced in 2010. 

Since its implementation, 
approximately 2,000 
tonnes of recyclables 
and organics have been 
collected from local 
schools, resulting in an 
increase in waste diversion 
from 37 per cent to 79.5 
per cent.

SWM AWARDS

Photo provided by Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change

The Honourable Glen R. Murray, centre, Minister of the Environment and Climate Change, presents 
Simcoe County Councillor Doug Little, left, and Willma Bureau from the County of Simcoe’s Solid 
Waste Management Department, with his award for Environmental Excellence acknowledging the 
Learning & Living Green partnership program between the County and local School Boards.
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