
The Simcoe County Council approved 
a $469 million budget for 2017 focusing 
on the resources necessary to maintain 

existing services and service levels, 
while continuing to invest in roads, 
economic development, solid waste 
management, and social housing.

The 2017 budget also ensures the 
County continues along a path of 
long-term fiscal stability, and contains 
items that address areas of growth, as 
well as initiatives directed by Council 

to enhance service levels, increase 
efficiencies, and prepare for the future.

“Our residents expect a high level of 
service and it is our job to ensure they 
receive the services and programs they 
need as efficiently as possible,” said 
Warden Gerry Marshall. 
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Council passes 2017 budget
Continues positive 
financial position  
going forward

Area partners receive 2016 Marketing Canada Award from the Economic Developers Association of 
Canada (EDAC) for their efforts in co-ordinating and promoting the Simcoe Muskoka Skilled Trades 
Expo, held June 2016 in Elmvale.

The County of Simcoe celebrated its grand opening of the newly renovated and expanded 33 Brooks Street affordable housing facility 
in Barrie. Designed for seniors, the redevelopment aligns with the County’s affordable housing strategy as well as its commitment to 
creating age-friendly communities. Left to right: County Councillor Steffen Walma, County Councillor Harry Hughes, County of Simcoe 
Warden Gerry Marshall, City of Barrie Mayor Jeff Lehman, MPP Ann Hoggarth and MP John Brassard.

Forest tract 
acquired 

The Simcoe County Forest 
continues to hold the title as 
the largest municipally owned 
forest in Ontario with County 
Council recently approving the 
acquisition of a 104 acre (42 
hectare) forest property located 
in Bradford West Gwillimbury. 

The property will be added 
to the Simcoe County Forest as 
Kirkup Woods, the family name 
of the previous property owners. 

While the County has added 
more than 3,600 acres to the 
Simcoe County Forest in the 
last decade, this acquisition 
is significant as it marks only 
the second forest acquisition 
located in the southern portion 
of the county since 1966. 

Marshall

In addition to attracting, 
growing, and supporting 
our economy, the County’s 
Economic Development Office, 
and its partners, are also 
acquiring new hardware. 

The Economic Developers 
Association of Canada (EDAC) 
recently recognized the Simcoe 
Muskoka Skilled Trades Expo 
with a 2016 Marketing Canada 
Award.  

“We’re open for business, 
supportive of growth and 
working with our business 
partners to address labour 
challenges, particularly 
in the skilled trades and 
manufacturing sectors,” said 
Warden Gerry Marshall. “We 
have great momentum coming 
off the heels of a tremendously 

successful economic 
development familiarization 
tour and manufacturers 
forum and we thank EDAC for 
recognizing the efforts of so 
many local partners who made 
our first Skilled Trades Expo 
possible.” 

The Skilled Trades Expo, 
which was held in June 2016 
at the Elmvale Community 
Centre, helped showcase skilled 
trades in Simcoe County and 
introduced approximately 1,600 
Grade 7 and 8 students to more 
than 30 skilled trades.

With support and investment 
from County Council, 
County of Simcoe’s Economic 
Development Office is taking 
a more active role in growing, 
supporting and attracting 

business to the region at 
a County-wide level. Key 
initiatives and accomplishments 
in 2015-2016 include:

• Launch of Simcoe County’s 
first online land inventory 
system to help businesses find 
properties, expand or relocate 
to Simcoe County

• Support of various labour 
related activities including the 
creation of JobCentral Simcoe 
Muskoka and the first online job 
fair for the County

• Supported the training for 
approximately 800 existing or 
aspiring food entrepreneurs 
through various workshops 
including the province-wide 
Food Entrepreneurs: Building 
Ontario Innovation One Product 
at a Time conference.

Marketing Canada right
Partnership takes home 2016 Marketing Canada Award

Big Apple, 
big stage
Working with Horizon 

Travel Group, Simcoe 
County will be featured 
during the Horizon Travel 
Show on the dazzling 
3,685 square foot ABC 
Good Morning America 
screen in Times Square, 
New York, a renowned 
electronic icon that 
catches the eye of more 
than 1.5 million tourists 
and residents each day in 
the Big Apple. 
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MUSEUM 
UPDATE
Last Blast

The last fall steam up of 
the year took place October 
15.  Favourable weather 
brought record numbers to 
the Museum, with a total 
attendance of 1,330 visitors.  
Over the course of the day, 
members of the Historical 
Construction Equipment 
Association operated their 
antique machinery to 
build roadways, dig dirt, 
crush stone, entertain and 
educate visitors.  
Evening of Halloween

Held October 25 to 27, this 
annual event continues to 
be a popular one for local 
visitors. The event featured 
a variety of Halloween 
themed games, a magic 
show, a pumpkin trail, and a 
Terror Trail.  Over the course 
of the three nights, more 
than 1,000 visitors attended 
Evening of Halloween.
Tenacious and Versatile

The exhibit, presented 
in partnership with the 
Grey and Simcoe Foresters, 
offi cially opened October 
11.  In conjunction with this 
exhibit, a lecture series was 
created. Major John Fisher 
spoke on the history of the 
regiment, Master Warrant 
Offi cer Darcy Murray 
presented a history of the 
Northwest Rebellion and 
the involvement of the York 
Simcoe Foresters, and MWO 
Dean Henley told the story 
of a G&S Forester of today.  

Steve Glover will provide 
a Canadian and Simcoe 
County perspective on the 
WWI battles November 29.

CCW 16-388

Simcoe County Warden Gerry Marshall, above, addresses the audience as the County of Simcoe 
honoured community champions during the 2016 Newcomer Recognition Awards held at Tangle 
Creek Golf and Country Club. The awards ceremony, in its fourth year, recognizes community leaders 
and champions who purposefully take action to enhance the lives of newcomers in Simcoe County.
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“This budget is not only fi scally responsible, it 
builds upon a solid foundation of investment in social, 
community, and health services, while maintaining an 
active role in economic development.”

Residents will see an overall 2.00 per cent increase 
on the County portion of their municipal property 
taxes in 2017, an impact of approximately $5.98 per 
$100,000 of property assessment. 

2017 BUDGET Symposium spotlights 
health of area hospitals

The future of Ontario’s mid-
sized hospitals was on the table as 
representatives from government 
and hospitals met recently in the 
City of Orillia to explore the current 
hospital funding challenge. Medium-
sized hospitals are often found in 
rural communities and serve as the 
health-care hub for local residents. 
The sustainability of these hospitals is 
therefore top of mind to citizens and 
civic leaders alike. Participants of the 
fi rst of its kind Municipal Symposium 
on Medium-Sized Hospital Funding 
shared insights and discussed 
opportunities for collaborative efforts 
that would strengthen the current 
planning and delivery systems.

Attendees included representatives 
from Ontario’s medium-sized 
hospitals, provincial and local 
health-care agencies, municipal 
representatives and politicians. Special 
guests included Melissa Farrell, 
Assistant Deputy Minister of Health, 
System Quality and Funding with the 
Ministry of Health and Long-Term 
Care, Sherif Kaldas, Director of Health 
Sector Models Branch with the Ministry 
of Health and Long-Term Care, and 

Imtiaz Daniel, Director of Financial 
Analytics and System Performance 
with the Ontario Hospital Association, 
Jill Tettmann CEO and Neil Walker, COO 
of the North Simcoe Muskoka LHIN. 
The symposium was chaired by retired 
healthcare executive, Liz Riley.

“This was a unique opportunity 
to share collective insights and 
ideas about our health-care system 
and identify opportunities to work 
with the province, LHINs and other 
health-care partners to improve the 
current funding model impacting our 
medium-sized hospitals and advance 
local health-care planning initiatives,” 
said County of Simcoe Warden Gerry 
Marshall. 

Improvement to funding and collaboration 
identifi ed as key takeaways 

2016 NEWCOMER RECOGNITION AWARDS

Total County Expenditures 
$469M Operating and Capital

The Simcoe County Archives 
is celebrating a half century of 
collecting and recording Simcoe 
County’s history. The Archives 
was founded in 1966 as part 
of the County’s centennial 
project and was Ontario’s fi rst 
county-level archives. The 50th 
Anniversary celebration was 

hosted November 23 at the 
Archives. 

“While we celebrate 50 years 
of the Simcoe County Archives, 
the history and records included 
within our walls go all the way 
back to the 1490s,” said Warden 
Gerry Marshall. “The Archives 
serves an important historical 

and municipal role by chronicling 
our region’s beginnings and 
archiving important municipal 
records that shape and guide 
our future.”

The Archives collects records 
that document the social, 
economic, and geographic 
history of the County, including 

business and personal records, 
photographs, maps, sound 
recordings, and moving 
images. The Archives also 
performs permanent records 
management for the County 
of Simcoe, our 16 member 
municipalities, as well as the City 
of Barrie. 

Simcoe County Archives celebrates half-century

Transportation & 
Engineering

$67.1 Solid Waste 
Management

$50.0

Social Housing
$40.3

Long Term Care & 
Seniors Services

$52.2Children & Community 
Services

$39.8

Ontario Works
$83.7

Other
$35.7

Paramedic Services
$48.9

General Municipal
$31.2

In Millions

Topics included:
• Education about the current hospital 

funding and capital planning models
• Issues impacting our medium-sized 

hospitals
• Collaborative strategies and 

processes to strengthen the system
• Future opportunities to share 

perspectives across sectors
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