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Out of juice? No problem
The County of Simcoe 

and City of Barrie 
completed their curbside 
battery collection program 
November 2-6, 2015, 
collecting a combined 

22,800 kilograms of 
batteries, which is 
equivalent to approximately 
one million batteries.

“Hats off to all our 
residents across the region 

for participating in the 
program and for doing 
your part to keep harmful 
batteries out of our waste 
stream,” said Warden Gerry 
Marshall. “ We’re proud 

to work with Barrie as we 
continue to advance our 
combined leadership in 
diversion and recycling 
initiatives.”

Continued on Page 2

Quilt, Rug and Craft Fair
The annual Quilt, Rug 

and Craft Fair took place in 
September.

Held at the Simcoe County 
Museum since 1975, the 
event calls on members of 
the Simcoe County’s Quilt, 
Rug Hooking, Spinning, 
Weaving, Embroidery, Bobbin 
Lace, Simcoe County Arts 
and Crafts, and Teddy Bear 
groups to set up displays 
and demonstrations, as well 
as offering handcrafted items 
for sale. 

Over the course of the 
weekend, more than 1,300 
people attended the event.

Agricultural Hall of Fame
The Agricultural Hall of 

Fame Induction Ceremony 
was held September 27.  
This year, the inductee was 
D. Murray Brown. 

Brown developed the Corn 
Heat Unit (CHU) system for 
predicting the development 
and response of various 
crops to thermal time. This 
system was first used in 
1964 and is still used today. 

The Simcoe County 
Agricultural Hall of Fame 
inductees are honoured in 
the museum’s newly opened 
Natural Resources Gallery.

CCW-302-15

County of Simcoe Warden Gerry Marshall, centre, was joined by fellow County Councillors and special guests as he proclaimed the week 
of October 25 to 31, 2015 as Local Food Entrepreneur Week. The awareness week provides an opportunity to acknowledge, support and 
thank all of the food entrepreneurs who have made Simcoe County their home and help build our local economy. The County has proudly 
raised the Foodland Ontario flag in recognition. For more information, please see page 3.

AROUND THE COUNTY

County of Simcoe Warden Gerry Marshall, right, was joined by members of the Simcoe County 
Past Wardens’ Association and special guests for the grand opening of the John Brown Memorial 
Library located at Georgian Village in Penetanguishene. This venture is the culmination of a 
partnership between the Penetanguishene Public Library, the County of Simcoe Long Term Care 
and Seniors Services, Library Co-operative and the Simcoe County Past Wardens’ Association, and 
is named in honour of Past Warden John Brown, Mayor, Township of Springwater from 2003 until 
his passing in 2006. Brown was a strong proponent for seniors, who made a conscious effort to 
recognize senior citizens as the “roots of our community”.

County of Simcoe and City of Barrie partner to collect almost one million batteries

Left to right, Dawn Hipwell, Director, Procurement, Fleet and Property; County Councillor Judith 
Cox; County Councillor Anita Dubeau; Gerry Pilon, of Salter Pilon Architecture Inc.; Warden Gerry 
Marshall; and Jane Sinclair, General Manager of Health and Emergency Services for the County 
were on hand for the official certificate presentation for Georgian Village’s achievement of the 
silver standard in Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design.
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BATTERY COLLECTION
“We’re very pleased 

with the results of our 
first curbside battery 
collection program,” says 
Mayor Jeff Lehman. “The 
success is thanks to a 
great partnership with 
the County of Simcoe 
and our residents who 
clearly showed us that 
this program is important 
to them. This is another 
great example of what can 
be accomplished through 
collaboration across 
municipal boundaries. I 
would also like to thank our 
waste collection contractor 
Progressive Waste 
Solutions for their hard 
work last week, collecting 
in less than ideal weather 
conditions.”

The County and Barrie 
joined forces on the 
program this year to 
create greater operational 
efficiencies and to grow 
regional participation. 
Preliminary data indicates 
that Barrie collected 4,300 
kilograms this year, the first 
year it offered the program 
to its residents. The 
County collected 18,500 
kilograms of batteries, 
which is roughly the same 

amount it collected the first 
year it ran the program in 
2014.

“Our initial launch of 
this program in 2014 
saw residents dispose of 
stockpiled batteries from 
years of storage. This year 
was a great success, given 
that we only had to capture 
batteries accumulated 
over the past 12 months,” 
added Warden Marshall.

Participation in 
this environmentally 
responsible program keeps 
harmful batteries out of the 
landfill or incinerator, and 
offers greater convenience 
to residents. In fact, the 
quantity of batteries 
collected by the County of 
Simcoe during the week 
is approximately four 
times more than what the 
County collects annually at 

their Household Hazardous 
Waste Facilities. The 
amount of batteries 
collected by the City of 
Barrie is equivalent to what 
the City collects annually at 
their Household Hazardous 
Waste Depot.

Collected batteries have 
now been consolidated 
and sent for processing 
to an Ontario company 
that separates the 
various components 
of the batteries, with 
approximately 90 per cent 
of the battery components 
being recycled. The zinc 
and manganese recovered 
from the batteries are used 
as an ingredient in fertilizer.

The curbside collection 
of batteries is an important 
program to help ensure 
that batteries are managed 
properly. 

HONOURING NEWCOMERS

The County of Simcoe honoured residents, businesses, and organizations during the 2015 
Newcomer Recognition Awards on October 22, 2015. The Awards ceremony, in its third year, 
recognizes community leaders and champions who purposefully take action to enhance the 
lives of newcomers in Simcoe County. Award recipients were nominated by their peers in seven 
categories through an open nomination process. Nomination forms were reviewed by the Simcoe 
County Newcomer Recognition Awards Steering Committee.

Celebrating  
local food

County of Simcoe 
Warden Gerry Marshall has 
proclaimed the week of 
October 25 to 31, 2015 as 
Local Food Entrepreneur 
Week. 

The awareness week 
provides an opportunity 
to acknowledge, support 
and thank all of the food 
entrepreneurs that have 
made Simcoe County their 
home and help build our local 
economy. 

“We’re home to a thriving 
agriculture sector and 
a significant number of 
successful and innovative 
local food businesses and 
entrepreneurs,” said Warden 
Gerry Marshall. “Food and 
agriculture have long been 
the backbone of our local 
economy.”  

The County teamed with 
Georgian College and other 
area partners to offer two 
education and training 
seminars to support our 
local food entrepreneurs. 

The one-day seminars 
focused on helping 
local food/beverage 
entrepreneurs and aspiring 
artisan food processors/
producers understand how 
to cultivate a successful 
food business. 

Experts and workshops 
touched on such topics as 
raising capital, scaling up 
your business, marketing, 
distribution and more. 

FOLEY 
THROWS 
BOOK AT 
WASTE

The County of Simcoe 
is pleased to recognize 
Foley Catholic School in 
Brechin with its 2014-
2015 Learning & Living 
Green Organics Award. 
The County partners 
with local school boards 
on its Learning and 
Living Green program 
to educate students 
about proper waste 
disposal and encourage 
increased use of the 
County’s organics green 
bin program, both in 
school and at home.

As part of its 
involvement in the 
program, Foley Catholic 
School diverted 14.47 
kg of organics per 
student during the 
2014/2015 school 
year—the highest 
amount per student 
out of any participating 
school. On October 21, 
the County presented 
school staff and students 
with an award and an 
iPad to contribute to 
student learning.

Catholic school wins 
organics award

The County of Simcoe presented a $2,000 cheque to the Kiwanis Club of Orillia’s Children’s Safety 
Village. The Kiwanis Children’s Safety Village is a safety program for our children that provides an 
interactive environment with hands-on training to address the current challenges for children in 
today’s world, a group of dedicated community members joined forces with the Kiwanis Club of 
Orillia to create Canada’s first portable Children’s Safety Village. The village travels to schools in 
townships of Severn and Ramara, the City of Orillia, and Rama First Nation, and sets up in the school 
gymnasium for a week of safety training where the children learn how to live and play safely.

SAFETY FUNDS

On behalf of Simcoe 
County Council, Warden 
Gerry Marshall proclaimed 
Thursday, October 8, 2015 
to be Child-Care Worker 
and Early Childhood 

Educator Appreciation Day 
in recognition of the child-
care professionals who are 
focused on the wellbeing of 
children and families in our 
communities.

In the County, there are 
925 child care staff working 
in 179 licensed child care 
sites, with a total system 
capacity of more than 
13,000 licensed spaces.

Child-care workers and ECEs celebrated
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