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Council approves 2016 budget
Simcoe County 

Council has approved a 
$449-million budget for 
2016, which focuses on 
the resources necessary to 
maintain existing services 

and service levels, while 
continuing to invest 
in Roads, Economic 
Development, Solid Waste 
Management, and Social 
Housing.

The 2016 budget also 
ensures the County 
continues along a path of 
long-term fiscal stability, 
and contains items that 
address areas of growth, as 

well as initiatives directed by 
Council to enhance service 
levels, increase efficiencies, 
and prepare for the future.

Continued on Page 2

County of Simcoe Warden Gerry Marshall hosted the inaugural Simcoe County Comes Together Conference on Friday, November 20, 2015 
at the Nottawasaga Inn Resort in Alliston for municipal officials from across the region. Asking the question: How can we can continue to 
work together to make Simcoe County stronger?, the conference featured a mix of practical and technical sessions, informative keynote 
speakers, topical plenary sessions, and the opportunity to network with peers. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Ted McMeekin 
was on hand to present a keynote address.

County Council’s direction continues positive financial position going forward

CHRISTMAS IN THE COUNTY

Left, County Councillor Mike Ross gets into the Christmas spirit with a Don Cherryesque ensemble. Right, County of Simcoe staff got 
together to “Stuff an Ambulance” as part of the Paramedic Services’ annual Toy Drive. Heading into the final weekend of the drive, 
Paramedics have collected 6,373 toys, 2,699 lbs of food, and almost $19,000 in cash and gift cards.

Convalescent care beds 
extended thru March ’16 

On September 29, 
2015, the County was 
notified by the Ministry 
of Health and Long Term 
Care that funding to 
continue to operate the five 
convalescent care beds is 
being extended to March 
31, 2016.  

This program commenced 
in December of 2013 
and has been operating 
successfully since this time. 

With the wide range of 

supports and amenities 
offered at Georgian Village, 
hosting this model of care 
has complemented the 
existing suite of services 
and enhances ability 
to meet the short-term 
rehabilitative needs of the 
convalescent care clients, 
especially hospital patients 
who require various levels 
of transitional care before 
returning to their homes.

CCW 15-359

Complements existing services at Georgian Village

New grant program launched
The County of Simcoe 

will soon be launching 
its new Arts, Culture and 
Heritage (Build, Natural 
and Environmental) Grant 
Program. 

The program, approved 
by County Council in 
December, aligns with 
the County’s goals to 
grow, support and attract 
economic growth across 
various sectors.  

The vision of this grant 
program is to support 
and enhance the arts, 
culture and heritage 

sectors in Simcoe 
County through building 
organizational capability 
and sustainability in 
existing and new local 
cultural organizations, 
investing in community-
based cultural activities 
that promote awareness, 
access, participation 
and appreciation of 
arts and heritage, and 
encouraging collaborative 
opportunities and 
partnerships. 

The application process 
will begin in January.
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2016 BUDGET

“Providing our residents 
with a high level of 
services they expect and 
need, while remaining 
fiscally responsible is very 
important to our Council,” 
said Warden Gerry 
Marshall. “This budget 
follows our strategy of 
continuing our investment 
in social and community 
services, health 
services, and economic 

development, while 
fostering our many vital 
municipal and community 
partnerships.”

Residents will see 
an overall 2 per cent 
increase on the County 
portion of their municipal 
property taxes in 
2016, an impact of 
approximately $6.00 per 
$100,000 of property 
assessment.

MUSEUM 
UPDATE

Last Blast
Despite the threat of a 

snow storm, more than 
900 visitors attended 
the annual antique 
construction machinery 
show. Members of the 
Historical Construction 
Equipment Association 
maintain, share, 
and operate these 
incredible, historic 
machines that help to 
tell the story of industrial 
development in Ontario.

Visibly Unseen Exhibit
The Visibly Unseen 

Exhibit is a collection of 
photo images captured 
by students from the 
Georgian College Digital 
Photography program. 
The images document 
the work of the David 
Busby Street Centre 
and its outreach work 
with the community.  
This exhibit was on 
display at the museum 
October 1-14, and then 
travelled to the County 
Atrium October 15-28.

Acquisitions
In October, there 

were eighteen artifact 
donation offers to the 
museum. Out of these, 
four were accepted into 
the collection, and one 
was accepted for the 
research library.  

CCW 15-391

County Council recently 
attended a Solid Waste 
Management Strategy 
Update session to identify 
opportunities for efficiencies 
over the next five years. 

The strategy was 
approved by County 
Council in 2010 and 
provides a framework 

for both short- and long-
term diversion and waste 
disposal programs.  

Updates were 
recommended to be 
completed at various times 
throughout the Strategy’s 
planning period.

The Strategy update has 
now shifted to focus on the 

future, with opportunity for 
County Council to reaffirm 
Solid Waste Management 
performance targets.  

It is anticipated that the 
next planning period will 
entail three other main 
considerations for Council: 
the County’s stagnant 
diversion rate and potential 

options that could produce 
gain; limited landfill capacity 
within the County and 
future planning for garbage 
disposal and/or processing; 
and effectively planning for 
future servicing in regards 
to development of waste 
management facilities.

CCW 15-405

Council meets to discuss Solid Waste Management Strategy

2016 Budget Highlights include:
•	 Ontario Works $84 million
•	 Long Term Care and Seniors Services $52 million
•	 Transportation and Engineering $67 million
•	 Solid Waste Management $50 million
•	 Social Housing $40 million
•	 Paramedic Services $49 million
•	 Children and Community Services $40 million

SPREADING CHEER

County Councillor Scott Warnock, right, stopped by the 
County of Simcoe Administration Centre in Midhurst 
with Santa as part of Tay Township’s Great Christmas 
Caravan. The Caravan donated more than 15,000 toys 
to various charitable causes throughout the County 
in December. The donation of toys to the Paramedic 
Services Toy Drive filled two ambulances with 977 
toys, helping give the gift of Christmas to countless 
children across the region. Paramedic Services 
Director and Chief Andrew Robert was on hand to 
accept the donations.

Access and 
empowerment

Warden Gerry Marshall proclaimed 
December 3, 2015 as International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities, with 
the theme “Inclusion matters: access 
and empowerment for people of all 
abilities”. 

By observing this day, the County of 
Simcoe is encouraging residents to 
further their understanding of disability 
issues and to mobilize support for 
the dignity, rights, and well-being of 
persons with disabilities. 

The County also hopes to increase 
awareness of gains to be derived from 
the inclusion of all people in every 
aspect of life. International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities works to raise 
awareness about disability issues and 
benefits of an inclusive and accessible 
society for all.

Warden proclaims Dec. 3  
as International Day of  
Persons with Disabilities

On-line job fair to connect employers, job seekers

The County of Simcoe is 
partnering with the Simcoe 
Muskoka Workforce 
Development Board 
(SMWDB) and Employment 
Ontario service providers 
to host the first ever On-
line Job Fair in Simcoe 
and Muskoka to connect 
employers to job seekers. 

SMWDB and the County 
of Simcoe have heard from 
employers that seeking 
out the right candidate for 

postings can be difficult 
and therefore determined 
that offering this opportunity 
will provide a new 
tool for employers 
and job seekers to 
connect. 

This free virtual 
hiring event will take 
place on Thursday, 
February 4, 2016 
from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

“Simcoe County is home 
to more than 16,000 

businesses employing 
approximately 230,000 
people,” said Warden Gerry 

Marshall. “We 
are committed to 
working with our 
partners to provide 
innovative solutions 
which connect our 
employers to job 
seekers and that 

ultimately help generate 
economic growth and jobs 
throughout our region.”

Free virtual hiring event will take place Thursday, February 4, 2016

Marshall
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