
The County of Simcoe Local 
Immigration Partnership released 
its Community Settlement Strategy 
Progress Report during an event at 
the County Administration Centre. 

The event coincided with the 
Canada’s Multiculturalism Day and 
was a celebration of steps taken 
towards the implementation of the 
Community Settlement Strategy. 

“I’m extremely proud of the work 
we continue to do to embrace 
newcomers and encourage 
settlement in our region,” said 
Warden Gerry Marshall. 
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Simcoe County Warden Gerry Marshall, left, hands the ceremonial County of Simcoe flag during 
Grand Opening celebrations held at the new Paramedic Services base in Beeton. The County opened 
two paramedic bases in the Town of New Tecumseth this May and June. The second base is located 
in Alliston. 

Warden Gerry Marshall says a few welcoming remarks before the Local Immigration 
Partnership’s launch of the Community Settlement Strategy Progress Report at the County 
of Simcoe Administration Centre in June. The Community Settlement Strategy is founded 
on four themes of community action: Readiness, Opportunity, Celebrate, and Inspire. The 
Progress Report highlights community success stories, underlines remaining priorities, and 
provides recommendations for further community engagement. The event coincided with 
Canada’s Multiculturalism Day.

Hazardous 
waste 
dumped 
in forest

There are many things 
you expect to find in a 
County forest—hazardous 
waste is not one of them.

Although valued by 
the majority of residents 
and visitors, the County 
Forest is being used as 
a dumping ground for a 
wide range of unwanted 
material, from household 
garbage and renovation 
debris to shingles and 
appliances. 

Two recent incidents, 
however, consisted of 
substantial quantities of 
hazardous waste dumped 
in the Hendrie Tract 
near Anten Mills. Twelve 
45-gallon drums were 
unloaded in one location, 
followed by another 32 
five-gallon pails at another. 
The waste appears to be 
used oil and petroleum. 

If you witness illegal 
dumping, the County 
encourages you to contact 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

Please do not approach 
or attempt to stop anyone 
in the process of illegal 
dumping.

The County of Simcoe 
celebrated the grand 
opening of the Beeton 
Paramedic Station on 
Saturday, May 28, as part 
of the Beeton Honey and 
Garden Festival.

Construction of the new 
3,500-square-foot, two-
bay Paramedic Station 
began in June 2015 and 
will serve the Beeton and 
Tottenham areas. 

“Our paramedics take 
great pride in providing the 
very best in emergency 
response and care to our 
residents and visitors,” 
said Warden Gerry 
Marshall. “With these new 
facilities, we are taking the 
necessary steps to ensure 

our residents in the south 
west region of our County 
continue to receive the 
services they deserve, 
now and in the future.”

The Alliston Paramedic 
Station, a five bay, 5,800 

square foot paramedic 
station will serve as a base 
for paramedics to support 
the immediate area and 
entire region, held its 
grand opening Monday, 
June 13.

In 2008, County of 
Simcoe Paramedic 
Services established a 
long-term strategic facility 
plan aimed at providing 
efficient and responsive 
paramedic services 
now and into the future. 
This living plan outlined 
the need to establish 
a paramedic response 
presence in various areas 
across the county to 
meet the needs of local 
residents and visitors. 

County opens a pair of bases
New Paramedic facilities placed in Beeton and Alliston

County Councillor Rick Milne 
addresses the crowd during the 
Beeton base grand opening. 



County of Simcoe Deputy 
Warden Terry Dowdall 
was re-elected to the 
Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM) Board 
of Directors during its 
annual conference in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

This year’s 
conference saw 
1,600 delegates join 
for discussions on 
a range of topics 
and priorities to 
advance a stronger 
Canada. FCM has been the 
national voice of municipal 
governments since 1901. 
Members include Canada’s 
largest cities, small urban 
and rural communities, and 
20 provincial and territorial 
municipal associations.

FCM’s Board of Directors 
is comprised of elected 
municipal officials and 
affiliate members from all 
regions and various-sized 
communities throughout 

Canada. FCM forms a 
broad base of support 
and carries the 
municipal message 
to the Government of 
Canada. 

“It is an honour to 
have been re-elected 
by my fellow Ontario 

delegates to once again 
represent the Province of 
Ontario as a member of the 
FCM Board of Directors,” 
said Deputy Warden 
Dowdall.  “I am excited for 
the opportunity to return 
and continue working with 

other local governments to 
ensure every community’s 
voice is heard at the federal 
level.”

Deputy Warden Dowdall 
has more than 17 years 
of government experience 
working at both the 
municipal and regional 
levels, and has forged 
strong partnerships with 
representatives from the 
public and private sectors.

“Having our regional 
voice at the federal-level is 
tremendous not just as a 
provincial representative, 
but because we can 
continue to advocate for 
the issues that the County 
of Simcoe and all similar 
municipalities share,” added 
Warden Gerry Marshall. 
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Dowdall

MUSEUM 
UPDATE
Volunteer Fair

Innisdale Secondary 
School hosted a 
volunteer fair May 9 to 
showcase a variety of 
volunteer opportunities 
in the community.  
Staff participated 
in this event, and 
presented students 
with the many diverse 
tasks and volunteer 
duties available at the 
museum, including 
assisting with various 
special events through 
the year. Many students 
expressed interest in 
volunteering their time 
at the museum in the 
upcoming months.

Faves from the Cave 
Exhibition Opening

The newly finished 
Simcoe Gallery officially 
opened May 10 and 
featured the first 
temporary exhibition in 
the gallery, Faves from 
the Cave. This exhibit 
features a diverse mix 
of artifacts from the 
museum collection, 
chosen by the staff.  
These artifacts have 
all been in storage 
over the past year, and 
will be exhibited until 
September 6.

CCW 16-241

Vehicle gets  
new home

A decommissioned 
vehicle will continue to 
make a difference in the 
lives of Simcoe County 
residents and visitors.

The County of Simcoe 
donated the vehicle to 
Simcoe-Dufferin-Muskoka 
Crime Stoppers during a 
special ceremony in May.

“As a long-time 
supporter of Crime 
Stoppers, we relish the 
opportunity to build upon 
our partnership with 
today’s donation,” said 
Warden Gerry Marshall. 

The vehicle will replace 
the organization’s current 
community outreach 
vehicle and will be used 
at numerous community 
events throughout the 
County, including school 
education programs.

Joan Clayden, centre left, donated $5,000 toward the County of Simcoe Paramedic Services PAD Program. The County used the donation 
to fund two AED units, placing one in the Rugby Community Hall, the other at the Stayner Brethren in Christ Church. Warden Gerry 
Marshall, centre right, holds one of the County’s 652 AEDs, which can now be found in all Public, Catholic and participating French 
schools throughout Simcoe County.  They can also be found in most arenas, community centres, sports facilities, township, municipal and 
city buildings and many other public places and private businesses. The life-saving units have been credited with 14 saves to date.

Continued from Page 1
“We applaud the 

federal and provincial 
governments for their 
continued support and 
we look forward to 
advancing immigrant-
focused initiatives and 
guiding community action 
on a local level.”

The Community 
Settlement Strategy, 
originally published by 
the County of Simcoe 
in 2012, is founded 
on four themes of 
community action: 
Readiness, Opportunity, 
Celebrate, and Inspire.  
The Progress Report 
highlights community 
success stories, 
underlines remaining 
priorities, and provides 
recommendations for 
further community 
engagement. 

Attendees also heard 

a personal settlement 
story from Min Zeng, 
who shared details about 
her journey from China 
to Canada in 2000, and 
subsequent settlement 
in Simcoe County in 
2002. Min and her 
young family entered the 
country as economic 
immigrants. Ming had 
a successful leadership 
career in post-secondary 
education in Canada 

and graduated from 
the Research Analyst 
program at Georgian 
College. After commuting 
to Toronto for work, Min 
found employment in 
the settlement sector 
in both York and Peel 
Regions. Min is one of the 
founding members of the 
Barrie and Area Chinese 
Association and is still 
actively involved in its 
leadership today.

REPORT CARD

Dowdall re-elected to FCM board
Deputy Warden ‘excited’ by the opportunity

Is Alastair Connolly  from CTV Barrie telling the truth? That was what guests at the Simcoe County 
Museum’s  Wagers and Wits event had to figure out. Based on popular game shows and board games 
like The Price is Right, Scene It and Name that Tune, the event helped raise funds to support the 
creation of a Forestry Interpretive Centre at the Simcoe County Museum. This building will showcase 
the history of Simcoe County forests by enhancing public awareness and an understanding of our local 
forest history. 

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS
• Creation and launch of an immigration website
• Launch of the Library Link project, which supports 

libraries across Simcoe County in providing 
welcoming environments for immigrants 

• Support of the Employment Ontario network to 
help immigrants find work in Simcoe County

• Annual Newcomer Recognition Awards, 
highlighting immigrants’ contributions to our 
communities and organizations and employers 
that support their success

• Online content and information breakfasts to 
support our employers in attracting and retaining 
immigrant talent
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