
On September 23 and 24, 2016, 
the County of Simcoe’s Economic 
Development Office hosted its first 
ever regional familiarization (FAM) 
tour welcoming officials from the 
federal and provincial governments. 
The purpose of the tour was to 
showcase the tremendous business 
and investment opportunities that 
exist in Simcoe County, with the goal 
of creating jobs by attracting new 
business and supporting our existing 
entrepreneurs. 

The tour included officials from 
both the federal (Canadian Trade 
Commissioner Service)and the 
provincial (Ministry of Economic 
Development and Growth and Ministry 
of International Trade) governments, 
whose role is to bring new investment 
to Canada and Ontario. 
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County  
on display
Event showcases economic opportunity  
to federal and provincial officials

Councillor Mary Small Brett, right, was one of 152 golfers who joined Warden Gerry Marshall at the 
12th Annual Warden’s Golf Tournament in support of the Georgian Village Fundraising Campaign.

Councillors Sandra Cooper, left, and Gord Wauchope 
joined Warden Gerry Marshall at the inaugural regional 
familiarization tour presented by the County’s Economic 
Development Office.

One hundred and fifty-two 
golfers joined Warden Gerry 
Marshall at Blue Mountain 
Golf and Country Club in 
Collingwood in September for 
the 12th Annual Warden’s Golf 
Tournament in support of the 
County of Simcoe’s Georgian 
Village Fundraising Campaign. 

This year’s tournament 
raised approximately $39,200. 
The event also marked a huge 
milestone, as the funds raised 
helped the County achieve its 
Georgian Village Fundraising 
Campaign goal of $807,000. 
This completes a multi-year 
fundraising campaign that 
supported the development 
of major projects at Georgian 
Village, including the Village 
Woodworking area, Fitness 

Centre and Therapeutic 
Pool, and Georgian Blooms 
Greenhouse.   

“It was a great day of golf and 
I’m extremely excited that we 
reached our fundraising goal 
of more than $807,000,” said 
Warden Gerry Marshall. “This 
is a tremendous achievement 
and I thank all our partners, 
sponsors and residents who not 
only joined us for an amazing 
golf tournament but who have 
supported the cause along the 
way. We simply couldn’t have 
done it without everyone’s 
generous support.” 

Georgian Village opened in 
2013. With a focus on aging-
in-place, Georgian Village 
campus offers a continuum of 
housing options, community-

based amenities, services and 
programs that will help seniors 
find the kind of care they need 
for every stage of life.

“I’m extremely proud of 
our fundraising achievement 
and very thankful of everyone 
who helped us reach our 
ambitious goal, including our 
honourary Campaign Chair 
world-champion curler Glenn 
Howard,” said Jane Sinclair, 
General Manager of Health and 
Emergency Services, County of 
Simcoe. “These funds will help 
us complete these important 
projects, close the book on 
a successful campaign and 
continue to solidify Georgian 
Village as the leading Seniors 
Lifestyle community in the 
Ontario.”

Funds ‘fore’ Georgian Village
Warden’s Golf Tourney chips in final dollars 
for Georgian Village Fundraising Campaign

Did you know?
the County of Simcoe... 

• is home to 16,000 businesses 
• has a growing available 

workforce of approximately 
230,000 people

• created 14,000 new jobs in 
last five years

• has a competitive advantage 
with close proximity to GTA –  
9 million people within an 
one-hour drive

• has access to international 
markets through the Lake 
Simcoe Regional Airport in 
Oro-Medonte and Pearson 
International Airport

Retired  
vehicle 
to get  
new home

A retired Paramedic Services 
vehicle will continue to make a 
difference in the lives of Simcoe 
County residents and visitors.

The County of Simcoe will be 
donating the vehicle to the David 
Busby Street Centre (DBSC) 
during a special ceremony 
before County Council meetings 
October 25, 2016. 

The donated vehicle will 
replace the organization’s 
current vehicle and will 
assist DBSC staff in breaking 
down barriers for homeless 
individuals who may not feel 
comfortable with traditional 
methods of accessing care, 
services, and supports.  

Over the past several 
years, six vehicles have been 
donated to organizations: an 
ambulance to Beausoleil First 
Nations on Christian Island, 
an ambulance to King Fisher 
Lake First Nations in Northern 
Ontario, an ambulance to 
the High Adventure Gospel 
Communication Ministries to be 
used by the Ministry of Health in 
Ongutoi Uganda, an ATV to the 
Springwater Fire Department, 
an ambulance to the Support 
of Lambton for Latin America in 
Ecuador, and a Ford Expedition 
to the Simcoe-Dufferin-Muskoka 
Crime Stoppers.   



County Councillor Lynn Dollin 
and General Manager Trevor 
Wilcox have been elected to the 
Association of Municipalities 
of Ontario (AMO) Board of 
Directors’ leadership team 
for the 2016-2018 term. The 
elections took place during the 
Association’s 2016 conference 
held in Windsor, Ontario from 
August 13-17, 2016.

Lynn Dollin, County of Simcoe 
Councillor and Deputy Mayor 
of the Town of Innisfil, was 
acclaimed President of AMO. As 
President, Dollin will serve as 
the voice of a 43-member Board 
made of up of elected officials 
and senior municipal staff from 
across Ontario. The AMO Board 
represents a cross-section of 

Ontario’s diverse municipalities, 
including rural, northern and 
urban communities from all 
regions of the province.

Trevor Wilcox, General 
Manager of Corporate 
Performance at the County 
of Simcoe, was re-elected to 
the AMO Board of Directors 
as Secretary-Treasurer. As 
a member of the Board of 
Directors, Wilcox will continue 
to help set policy for the 
Association and serve as a key 
municipal leader in the Province. 

AMO’s key advocacy priorities 
are focused on achieving fiscal 
sustainability for municipal 
governments, advancing federal 
and provincial partnerships for 
infrastructure and strengthening 

municipal legislative authority 
to advance local economic 
prosperity and environmental 
sustainability.  

AMO is a non-profit 
organization representing almost 
all of Ontario’s 444 municipal 
governments.  AMO supports 
strong and effective municipal 
government in Ontario and 
promotes the value of municipal 
government as a vital and 
essential component of Ontario 
and Canada’s political system. 
Wilcox has a wealth of diverse 
senior management experience 
in the private and public sectors. 

Dollin has served on the Town 
of Innisfil’s Council for 22 years, 
and Deputy Mayor and County 
Councillor for the past two years. 
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MUSEUM 
UPDATE
Museum after Hours

The Tuesday evening 
program continued to be 
popular with visitors in 
August. Activities included 
early settler life, flashlight 
tours of the museum, and 
movie night. Of note, these 
programs are very popular 
with museum members; 
an average of 76% of the 
program attendance in 
August were members.

Summer Sundays
Staff offered family 

programming on Sunday 
afternoons in August.  
Different themes were set 
for the month: a heritage 
machinery day, gargantuan 
games, Jam Session, and 
Crazy for Corn. These 
Sunday afternoon programs 
have attracted many 
visitors.

Summer Day Camp
This year the museum 

offered nine weeks of 
summer day camp. Themes 
included Building Simcoe 
County, Discovery Days, and 
Weird and Wacky Science. 
A total of 133 campers and 
20 counsellor-in-training 
participated.

Gilford Train Station
Preventive conservation 

work has begun on the 
Gilford Train Station, one 
of the museum’s heritage 
buildings.  Work has 
included the hand-scraping 
of paint, repair of trim and 
decorative elements, and 
repainting of the soffit and 
fascia to the original colour.

Simcoe County Warden Gerry Marshall, below left, hosted the 10th annual Simcoe County Warden’s 
Gala at the Nottawasaga Inn Resort in Alliston on September 29, 2016. Thanks to the sponsorship of 
the numerous businesses and organizations, the event raised more than $69,000 in support of United 
Way Greater Simcoe County.  Highlights of the evening included a musical performance by Louis 
Lefaive, decadent food stations by the Nottawasaga Inn Resort, entertainment by Second City Works, 
above, and the outstanding work of CTV News Senior Anchor Tony Grace, below right, as the emcee.

continued from Page 1
“I want to thank our federal 

and provincial partners for 
joining us to experience the 
current opportunity and future 
potential of Simcoe County, as 
well as our business partners 
for helping us showcase 
what makes us so great,” said 
Warden Gerry Marshall. “We’re 
investment ready, we’re open 

for business and we’re all 
working towards one common 
goal of creating new, attractive 
labour opportunities in our 18 
municipalities.” 

The group toured existing 
businesses, including 
Napoleon, Raytheon ELCAN 
Optical Technologies, Weber 
Manufacturing, KUMI Canada 
Corporation and Baxter Canada. 

They were also introduced to 
Georgian College and Lakehead 
University (Orillia Campus) to 
learn about regional innovation 
and labour market supports. 
On Thursday evening, Warden 
Marshall hosted a networking 
dinner where representatives 
from Simcoe County-based 
businesses shared their success 
stories. 

COUNTY ON DISPLAY

Dollin elected to AMO board
Councillor will join Trevor Wilcox on leadership team

The County’s first ever regional familiarization tour showcased the tremendous business and 
investment opportunities that exist in Simcoe County.

SWIFT 
receives
boost

Simcoe County residents are 
one step closer to receiving 
improved access to ultra-high 
speed broadband internet 
connectivity. 

County of Simcoe Warden 
Gerry Marshall attended 
a funding announcement 
in London, Ontario in July 
where the governments of 
Canada and Ontario jointly 
committed $180 million to 
support the development of 
the Southwestern Ontario 
Integrated Fibre Technology 
(SWIFT) Network project. 
Canada and Ontario will each 
provide up to $90 million 
towards the total project cost of 
approximately $281 million. 

The County of Simcoe 
committed $2.5 million between 
2015-2019. 

The SWIFT project was 
created by the Western Ontario 
Wardens’ Caucus, a not-for-
profit organization representing 
15 upper- and single-tier 
municipalities in Southwestern 
Ontario. Warden Gerry Marshall 
serves as Vice Chair of the 
WOWC and Chair of the SWIFT 
Initiative Sub-Committee. 

“This is a major victory for all 
our residents and businesses 
currently under-serviced or with 
limited access to high speed 
internet,” said Warden Marshall.

Feds, province  
pitching in up to 
$90M each

WARDEN’S GALA
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