
The County of Simcoe 
continues to be among the 
very best in the province 
when it comes to diverting 
waste from landfills. 

The County received 
fifth place out of 237 

municipalities in the just 
released annual Waste 
Diversion Ontario Datacall 
(Ontario’s standardized 
waste reporting and 
calculation process) with a 
59 per cent diversion rate 

for 2014. 
This is the County’s 

highest diversion rate 
since recordings began 
in 2006 and moves the 
County up from seventh 
place with a 55.7 per cent 

rate in 2013.
“Our residents deserve 

credit for their continued 
participation in our 
diversion programs,” said 
Warden Gerry Marshall. 
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County ranked fifth in waste diversion
Simcoe County residents are Ontario leaders in blue box capture rates

Deputy Warden Terry Dowdall addresses the crowd during a special funding announcement in April. 
MPP Ann Hoggarth visited the County of Simcoe Administration Centre to announce $239,435 in 
funding for social housing retrofits in Simcoe County.

County of Simcoe Deputy Warden Terry Dowdall, left, and Warden Gerry Marshall, right, take part in the annual log-sawing competition at 
the Elmvale Maple Syrup Festival. Please see Page 3 for more festival photographs.

County  
creates
in-house  
legal dept.

The County of Simcoe is 
pleased to announce the 
creation of a new in-house 
Legal Services Department 
with the appointment of 
Zarah Walpole as Director, 
Legal Services and 
Marshall Green as Senior 
Legal Counsel.

As part of the 2016 
budget, County Council 
approved establishing an 
in-house legal services 
team, which will provide 
benefits including 
improved services, 
enhanced availability of 
legal representation, as 
well as operational and 
cost efficiencies. 

The team will also include 
a Law Clerk and Legal 
Administrative Assistant, 
which will be recruited by 
Walpole as one of her first 
responsibilities.

In addition to serving 
as Senior Legal Counsel, 
Green will support the 
transition and knowledge 
transfer from external legal 
services to in-house legal 
representation.

Ontario continues to put 
its new Climate Change 
Strategy into action by 
investing $239,435 in 
social housing retrofits in 
Simcoe County.

As part of the Green 
Investment Fund, the 
province is investing $10 
million across the province 
to improve electrical 
efficiency in single-family 
homes, which will reduce 
costs for low-income 
Ontarians and generate 
local jobs.

This program is 
expected to improve 
electrical efficiency in 
about 950 of Ontario’s 

social housing single-
family homes, including 76 
units in Simcoe County. 

“Today’s announcement 
is not only good news 
for the County of Simcoe 
and the residents who 
rely on the services 
provided by our Social 
Housing Department, 
but for all Simcoe County 
residents,” said Warden 
Gerry Marshall. “Above 
and beyond combating 
climate change and 
lowering electricity 
costs for lower-income 
households, this funding 
will allow us to build 
upon our multi-faceted 

sustainable energy plan.”
Retrofits will include 

installing energy-efficient 
heating systems, 
appliances, hot water 
tanks, lighting, windows 
and insulation. Since 
residents are the ones 
who pay for utilities in 
most of these homes, this 
initiative will reduce energy 
costs for low-income 
residents. 

The new fund is a 
$325-million down 
payment on the province’s 
cap and trade program to 
strengthen the economy, 
create jobs and reduce 
greenhouse emissions. 

Social housing receives energy funds
Funds will be used to Improve electrical efficiency
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MUSEUM 
UPDATE
Celebration  
of Arts and Crafts

The Simcoe County 
Arts and Crafts 
Association presented 
an open house on 
Saturday, March 5. 
Visitors observed and 
sampled a variety of 
different crafts including 
woodworking, stained 
glass, clay, spinning, 
weaving, and rug 
hooking. 
March Break  
Day Camp 

This year’s day camp 
program was full for 
the entire week of 
the March Break. In 
total, 150 participants 
attended the camps, 
and participated in a 
variety of themed days, 
including the Stone 
Age, Wild West, and 
True or False. 
Farmers’ Market

Staff participated 
in the Orillia Farmers’ 
Market maple syrup 
festivities March 26, 
with a display of 
artifacts related to the 
collection of sap and 
the production of maple 
syrup. With a theme 
of “Maple Syrup then 
and now”, visitors were 
able to view a number 
of maple syrup related 
artifacts from around 
Simcoe County.

CCW 16-152

Public 
safety 
awards

The Simcoe County 
9-1-1 Management 
Board Communicator-
of-the-Year, Public Safety 
Communications Team 
Award, and Youth Award 
winners were recognized 
at a ceremony in April.

The ninth annual 
ceremony recognized 
the exceptional work of 
the unsung but essential 
call-takers, dispatchers, 
and supervisors in our 
emergency response 
system. These are the 
men and women who 
provide a vital link to callers 
in distress and provide a 
communications safety net 
to responders on scene.

“It is truly an honour to 
recognize these dedicated 
individuals and the 
incredible work they do 
under difficult conditions,” 
said Warden Gerry 
Marshall. “In some of the 
most difficult times in our 
lives, we dial 9-1-1 and 
ask a person that we can’t 
see and have never met 
for help. And they do. They 
offer compassion, provide 
information and guide us 
through.”

Recognizes work  
of the unsung but  
essential call-takers

County Councillor Bill French looks on as Simcoe North MPP Patrick Brown addresses the crowd 
during the 2016 Elmvale Maple Syrup Festival opening ceremony. Tens of thousands of people (and a 
few four-legged County residents) attended the annual festival. Below left, Warden Gerry Marshall says 
a few words before joining Deputy Warden Terry Dowdall for the log-sawing event.

County Councillors Basil Clarke, left, and John O’Donnell, centre, accept the 2016 Simcoe County 
Municipal Funspiel trophy from Warden Gerry Marshall. 

Continued from Page 1
“Having recently 

reaffirmed our diversion 
targets of 71 per cent by 
2020 and 77 by 2030, 
we’re gunning for first 
in the province. To get 
there we must continue 
to advance our current 
programs and invest in 
local initiatives to 
manage our own 
waste and advance 
our environmental 
stewardship.” 

Rob McCullough, 
Director of 
Solid Waste 
Management, 
says the results speak 
for themselves, but 
insists there is room for 
improvement. 

“We are provincial 
leaders in blue box 
participation and 

diversion, and we have 
extremely successful 
facility-based waste 
diversion programs,” said 
McCullough. “In fact, we 
are so successful in these 
areas that there is little 
room for improvement—
our only real opportunity 
to divert more materials 

is to expand 
and grow the 
use of our green 
bin organics 
program.”

Data from a 
County waste 
audit indicates 
that Simcoe 

County residents are 
Ontario leaders in blue 
box capture rates at 87 
per cent. The County has 
also seen great success 
at its waste drop-off 
facilities, where innovative 

programs for more than 
20 different materials, 
including asphalt shingles 
and window glass, have 
diverted more than 70 per 
cent of drop-off materials.

The County’s Solid 
Waste Management 
Strategy Update also 
recommends a number 
of proposed options to 
help increase the use 
of the organics green 
bin program and foster 
more environmentally 
responsible waste habits 
among residents. 

County Council has 
provided initial direction 
and staff will host two 
Public Consultation 
Sessions on the Strategy 
Update on May 3 and 17, 
2016 from 2 to 4 p.m. and 
6 to 8 p.m. at the Simcoe 
County Museum.

COUNTY RANKED FIFTH

Marshall
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