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M I N U T E S  

MEETING DATE: 12/5/2012 

MEETING TIME: 9:30 – 12:00 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE: Brown, D. (Social Enterprise for Canada); Colcy, C. (Barrie Community Health 
Centre); Greaves, M. (Georgian College); Green, S. (newcomer Services YMCA); 
Griffiths, R. (recording secretary); Lee, S. (LIP); Milne, R. (Town fo New 
Tecumseth); Moran, J ( County of Simcoe); Oosterbaan, C. (County of Simcoe); 
Pozgaj, I. (County of Simcoe); Thompson, L.(City of Orillia); Whittington, P. 
(Georgian College); Wisken, R. (LIP); Hilborn, G. (County of Simcoe);  Semhar, Z. 
via teleconference (CIC) 
 
Regrets: LaChappelle, J. (Clearview Public Library); Oliveira, I. (Bradford 
Immigrant & Community Services); Speers, A. (ScotiaBank); Staughan, L. (Simcoe 
Community Services); Pickard, A. (United Way of Greater Simocoe County) 
 

SUBJECT: Partnership Council Meeting 

 
1. Welcome Introductions 

R. Milne, Chair, welcomed members to today‟s meeting; round table introductions. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes of Meetings of October 24, 2012 
 
MOTION:  Jamie Moran 
SECONDED:  Susan Green  
 
THAT the minutes of the Partnership Council meeting held on October 24, 2012 be confirmed 
and adopted as circulated. 

 
3. County of Simcoe LIP Management Report 

 
S. Lee provided a review of the Management report including activity in the Sub Councils and 
GIS Mapping project, which will be completed by month end.  She also reported the request to 
add the second page to LIP website is completed and is loaded.  An event with the local ethno 
faith based groups is being planned for January 2013, as a networking event; to be held off site. 
 

4. Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) Update 
- Z. Semhar reported on the many changes to CIC‟s management structure due to funding 

changes. S. Getty will be our new manager.  
- S. Green posed the question: “Where are citizenship ceremonies occurring in Barrie since 

the CIC office closed?” Z. Semhar will look into this and report back at the next meeting 
- National Call for proposals, due in Sept a lot of proposals from Ontario, assessing and 

undergoing mapping; negotiations will be commence soon. 
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5. Ministry of Citizen and Immigration (MCI) 
 
http://www.citizenship.gov.on.ca/english/keyinitiatives/imm_str/strategy/strategy.pdf 

 
 

6. Update on Activities of Sub-Councils 
 

Business Development: C. Oosterbaan, Chair, reported that the Sub-council is continuing to set 
priorities.  To help with the process the group has decided to complete a telephone survey with 
immigrant entrepreneurs.  The group is also working on Portal content development. 
 
Education:  M. Greaves, Chair, reported that the Education Sub-Council‟s last meeting was postponed 
until January due to conflicts.  The Immigrant resource guide meeting went well.   
 
Employment:  P. Whittington, Chair, reported committee‟s subgroups:  
Newcomer Education – looking at some practical tools that newcomers can take with them. 
Employer Education – Moving forward with work on a brochure that will reformat the Hiring Immigrants 
Make Good Sense document into a more functional tool for front line staff.  On track to complete by 
fiscal year end. 
Front line staff support - Cultural competency training; looking at options such as some kind of 
Professional Development event in the spring. Not limited to employment but open to the other sub 
committees as well.   
 
Human Services: R. Wisken for G. Webster, Chair, one working group that is organizing a Best 
Practices Conference is interested in opening this conference up to the other sub-councils.  The other 
priority they are working on is better understanding translation and interpretation needs in Simcoe 
County in terms of program/services accessibility. They will be working on this priority as a group at the 
sub-council meetings. 
 
Settlement Services- R. Wisken reported that the sub-council is working on the development of a joint 
marketing initiative.  They are working collaboratively to develop a brochure that highlights all the MCI 
and CIC funded services in the County.  Trying to do it in multiple languages and include this 
information in the portal.  
 
Welcoming Communities: R. Wisken reported the group has been working diligently to complete the 
Public Education Framework.  At their next meeting they are aiming to finalize the strategy so that it can 
be presented to the Partnership Council at January‟s meeting.  
 
The Immigrant Directory has been moving along well.  To date, the “Living” section has been roughly 
drafted, the “Working” section has a completed draft and the Education Sub-Council has met once for 
the “Learning” section.  I. Pozgaj and R. Wisken are connecting with representatives from the health 
sector to inform the section on “Health and Wellness,” as well as the “Portal”.  
 
Recently a guest speaker, Mr. Ted Zatylny, Project Leader, New Resident Attraction and Retention, 
Sarnia-Lambton Economic Partnership.  Sarnia-Lambton serves as an excellent model of a very 
welcoming community. Their LIP and MIIO Portal are a part of the Economic Partnership.  He shared 
the strategies that they used to attract newcomers to their region. 
 
Portal – I. Pozgaj, Program Coordinator, MIIO (Municipal Immigrant Information Online), updated 
members on the MIIO conference.  Great learning opportunity, best practices, economic development 
driver where some of the topics touched. She also reported on the community information meetings 
held in October and November, they were well attended and good feedback was received. Project 
Charter for the portal is now completed, with some very tight deadlines to meet the March 2013 launch 
date. December will be focused on content development within each category. In January she would 

http://www.citizenship.gov.on.ca/english/keyinitiatives/imm_str/strategy/strategy.pdf
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like to meet a representative from each sub council to acquire feedback.  Discussion regarding what 
languages will be represented in the welcome portion.  Also suggestion to keep the portal simple and 
easy to navigate. She recognizes people look for information very differently and will be working closely 
with   IT and Communications.  Discussion regarding how the site will be built in regards to bandwidth 
and how people will be able to access it in low service areas both her and internationally. 
 

7. Break 
 

8. Settlement Strategy Updates 
 
S. Lee reported on settlement strategy launch, moving forward she would like the group to take a 
leadership in the community in promoting the strategy.  Moving forward at each partnership meeting 
each group will provide an update on their sector.   
Discussion regarding translation and interpretation services trends as antidotal data and French 
language translation  

 
9. 2011 Census Data on Language in Simcoe County (G. Hilborn) 

 
S. Lee introduced G .Hilborn (Systems Analyst) who presented the attached presentation 

Partnership Council 
Presentation Final.pptx

 
 
Individual community Statistics 

Municipal_Stats.docx

 
10. Municipal Deputations 

 
S. Lee requested feedback from the group on what items should be brought forward to the 
municipal deputations.  Discussion.  Agreed to wait for the portal launch to connect the two 
items and have a more concrete ask of the endorsement of the settlement strategy.  Each 
deputation would have to be geared for each municipality individually depending on their focus. 
Key points were 

- Including specific community data and why it is relevant 
-  Be mindful of what the „ask” should be. 
- Possibly demonstrate how the portal will target strategically to make it relevant to their 

community 
- In order to get full buy in make it in terms of the economic development. 
 

Over the next year this will be discussed further. 
 

11. Other Business 
 

R. Milne shared his involvement in a conference coming to New Tecumseth May 1 -3, 2013.  He 
would like to make a presentation to that group regarding the work the LIP has done  

 
S. Lee thanked everyone in moving the settlement strategy forward. 
 
Next Meeting – The next meeting of the Partnership Council is scheduled for January 23, 2013, County 
of Simcoe Administration Center at 9:30 a.m.    At this time meeting times will be set for the year.   


